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Nathaniel Bronner: It takes struggle sometimes for us to develop. How do you
know you have any faith if you don’t have anything to test your
faith?

Automated Voice: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This is part one of
the series titled “The Struggle is Real” subtitled “Faith” by
Nathaniel Bronner. This message is number 5808. That’s 5808.
Listen to over a thousand free messages on
brothersoftheword.com.

(Music Playing: 00:00:24 – 00:00:53)

Automated Voice: And now for 5808 “The Struggle is Real” part one “Faith.”

Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you need
the Word. We’re opening today with the scripture from the Book
of Job, 14th Chapter, that first verse, “Man that is born of a
woman is of few days and full of trouble,” and next psalms 90:10,
the new living translation, “70 years are given to us. Some even
live to 80, but even the best years are filled with pain and trouble.
Soon they disappear and we fly away.”

And today, I begin a new series God has led me to begin simply
called, “The Struggle is Real.” “The Struggle is Real,” now I’ve
gotten into some debates with people about the nature of reality,
and we in all honesty don’t really know the true nature of reality.
From a point of physics, nothing is solid, most of this is empty
space when you understand electrons and protons and neutrons
and subatomic levels. Most of this stuff is empty space by physics.
It’s not at all as it appeared.

So, there are lot of things to be honest about it. I don’t know the
true nature of reality. I don’t know how it all began, don’t know
how it’s all going to end. But one thing I do know, the struggle is
real. I do know that in this existence regardless of what it is and
what its true nature is, we struggled through some things. I don’t
know about you, but I struggled through some things, and the
bible says, “Even the best of our years, they’re filled with this
struggle and they’re filled with this strain, and we deal with one
thing after another.” The struggle is real.

So, for this next four messages, we’re going to be dealing with the
four Fs of struggle and the first F today that we’re going to be
dealing with is just faith. How do I keep strong faith in the middle
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of my struggles? Now, I need to first of all know who I’m talking
to. How many of you all right now struggling with something?
Because I may be dealing with an audience who is not struggling
with anything and that’s just about every hand and I see it no
matter what the ages are. You would think that young people
don’t have any struggles, but yet they got all kinds of issues. Car
accidents are the number one killer of people under 30, but you
know what number two is? Suicide.

Suicide is the number two killer. As a matter of fact, when you
know statistics, you get about 120,000 people a year who are
killed in armed conflicts, that’s wars all around the world, about
120,000 people a year die. Roughly 10,000 people every month is
going to die in some kind of war, some kind of armed conflict
around the world, 120,000 folks. You’ve got 500,000 people a year
who would die from crime. Now crime includes homicide, which
includes your hood or a wife shooting you, which is more likely
than a stranger.

So, you’ve got 120,000 people dying from war. You’ve got 500,000
people a year who died from crime all around the world, but
800,000 people a year kill themselves. So, more than war, more
than someone else, more than a criminal out in the street or
someone you know killing you, more than all of those put
together.

See, when someone commits suicide, they’re struggling with
something, and they’re struggling with something they don’t
think they can overcome. The thing becomes more powerful than
they are, and that’s really what happens when people reach that
conclusion that I’m going to take my life. The thing becomes more
powerful than they are and because they often lack faith in a
divine power.

00:05:06

It’s more dangerous than all of the guns and gunpowder and
weapons on the face of the earth. The internal struggles that we
face, that we sometimes feel that we can’t overcome. You know
Dr. Kevorkian, he was a doctor who was a euthanasia doctor, and
I can even understand that when some people are facing a
terminal disease and they got all this pain that hit them, they just
say, “Go ahead and take me.” Young folks are not facing that.
Their bodies are usually at the peak, they don’t have physical
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issues. They just have stuff. You know when I say stuff. It’s just
stuff that’s getting them, and it’s stuff that older people would
look at and said, “Why in the world you’ll go kill yourself over
that? That’s not important enough for you to die over, just
because somebody call you out of your name or just because you
have a little problem with your friends. That’s not enough to kill
yourself.”

But all of us throughout life, we face struggles, and I’m here to
tell you the struggle is real. These are real struggles and people,
we have been struggling from the moment we came out of the
garden. And (00:06:07) you won’t eat by the sweat of your brow,
sweat is a struggle. Some of you right now, you’re struggling with
your job trying to eat and pay your rent. Life is a struggle of one
form or another. Tell the woman, you go and give birth in pain
and you’ll be under the hill of the man. You’re dealing with
struggle the minute we left that garden, or else the minute we
disobeyed the word of God, we began in struggle.
And I truly believe that God knew that upfront. He knew when
he gave that man, that Eve was going to fall to the serpent. He
put the serpent in the garden. And you see, I understood one
thing about struggle, it takes struggle sometimes for us to
develop. How do you know you have any faith if you don’t have
anything to test your faith? And I told you before when I had my
crash in Grayson(ph), I asked God, “Why did you send me through
that?” because I knew he sent me through it. He said, “Because
you had to be able to face death without fear.” I said, “You know
I was going to be able to face it without fear.” He said, “Yeah, but
you didn’t know it.”

So, sometimes you got to go through some things, how are you
going to know you got faith and you haven’t been to a struggle
with your faith, how do you know? And sometimes your greatest
faith comes out of deliverance. Your testimony comes out of your
test. The struggle is real, so we face these struggles and yet some
of you are in the middle of a struggle right now and in the middle
of a struggle, we sometimes lose sight of God, and we lose sight of
our faith and we wonder where in the world is God.

Now see, first of all is we deal with struggle. First thing you need
to do is determine who is you, and who is God, because some of
our struggles is all you, and is all me. I have encountered
somebody and she says, “How do I need to know what to
understand? Why the Lord let me get pregnant with my
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boyfriend? Why did the Lord let that happen?” What do you
mean, why the Lord let you get pregnant?

See, sometimes people, we would blame things on some
supernatural, some -- “Why did the Lord --?” So, we got to
understand something. You have to always -- separating your
struggles was you and when it’s you, you got to worry about fixing
that stuff. See, faith will not fix an issue when the thing is caused
by something you’re doing. You got to stop what you’re doing.
And it’s as simple as that, but too many times, we will blame stuff
on the Lord and it’s not even the Lord.

So, first thing you have to do is determine who is God. Do you
remember the case of Susan Smith over in South Carolina? She
was the mother who drove her two kids in a lake and let them
drown and she told the police it was a man who had hijacked the
car. Then it went all over the world, and they later to find out,
“No that was no man, it was that lady.” But I want you to hear
her confession and this is what she said after that happened. She
wrote in her confession, “I dropped to the lowest point when I
allowed my children to go down that ramp, into the water without
me. I took off running and screaming, ‘Oh God, oh God, no. What
have I done? Why did you let this happen?’” She drove the kids
down in the water and then go blame God, asking God, “Why did
he let this happen?” Like that she told me, “Why the Lord let me
get pregnant?” You got to make sure that whatever you’re
struggling with, when it is within your power to do something
about this thing or to prevent this thing, you do what you need to
do.

I had an issue a couple of days ago. I have two cats and I had
unwrapped something, I had some tape, and I had dropped the
tape on the floor. So, the cat went and got the tape and was trying
to eat the tape. It was a long piece of tape, and I tried to grab the
tape out of the cat’s mouth, and the cat looked at me and said,
“(00:09:49)” and that’s because the cat wanted to eat the tape. So,
I’m trying to grab the tape and the cat just backed and
“(00:09:56).” And I went to grab it, and she ran under the bed,
just wouldn’t give me the tape.

00:10:01

So, I saw the cat the next day, and the tape was wrapped all
around the cat’s tail and the cat could not get the tape off his tail,
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and she just walking around and the tape is stuck, and I’m just
looking at the cat. I said, “I’m going to let that tape stay on you a
few days so the next time I tried to pull you out of something, you
won’t just back up and go, “(00:10:27).”

See, some of you all’s tail is stuck in some stuff because God try
to tell you upfront and what you did, “(00:10:38)” and just back
away from God, and now you’re stuck in this stuff. So, we always
have to recognize first of all what’s us and what we have to have
responsibility for, but the struggle is real.

In Matthew 8:26, “Jesus said, ‘You of little faith, why are you so
afraid?’ Then he got up and rebuke the winds and the waves and
it was completely calm.” This is another one of those instances.
Now in the old days, the storms would come up and sometimes
you could get caught on the storm because there was no
preparation. I used to fly a plane, and the thing that killed pilots
most, this was called pilot error, and one of the things that killed
the pilot most is weather. Now, you know when bad weather is
coming, and when bad weather is coming, the rule is you do not
take off. If you got a little bitty plane and some big weather is
coming, you do not take off if your plane is little and the weather
is big, and a whole lot of pilots get killed because they take off
against the advice.

See, if the storm is coming, you don’t need Jesus to calm the
storm, you don’t get in the storm. We’ve just had a huge hurricane
that hit and they evacuated the whole city, but some folks
wouldn’t leave. And they wouldn’t leave -- I was out in Mount St.
Helens, and I remembered they helped a gentleman and he
wouldn’t leave and they told him the volcano was going to blow,
and he wouldn’t leave, and they never found him. So, you have to
do what you are supposed to do so that you don’t get in the
struggle.

Now just three quick things about your faith in times of struggle.
Number one, you need to always understand and you need to
always have faith that God is in control. It is one of the things
that keeps me no matter what I go through. God is in control of
this, God is in control no matter what, and I’ve seen it over and
over and over and over, that when I think it’s so terrible, God just
orchestrated this thing for my good. And sometimes he
orchestrated the things to develop my spirit even though it’s
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painful, and it’s a stress, and it’s a strain, and to other folks, it
may not look right.

I was walking through the airport coming back from my last trip
and I have this bag that I can unzip and it had shoulder straps so
I can put it on my back like a backpack. It’s a carry-on but it’s a
real big bag and I had it packed to the limit. So, I was walking
through the airport and the man behind me said, “You need some
wheels on that bag, that bag looked heavy.” And it was heavy,
but I went around and I told him, I said, “Yeah, it is very heavy,
but this is my exercise. And what looks like a strain and a
struggle to you, I understand it’s building my back muscles, it’s
building my leg muscles, it’s making me stronger because I have
to carry this load.” Some of you are all just like that right now.
God has you with a big load on your back, but you’re getting
stronger. Your faith is building, your ability to handle things is
building, and you’re getting strong and stronger and stronger.

Do you know what happens -- you can ask any nurse this, do you
know what happens when somebody lazed up in the bed for a long
time and didn’t move? All kinds of bad stuff happen to them. So
sometimes God just has to put some stuff on your back and it’s
heavy to you. You don’t understand and the person who’s looking
at you may not even understand it. But when you have a higher
level of awareness, you understand God has placed this thing on
me for my benefit. My greatest developments have come from my
biggest struggles. See, sometimes we wonder, “Lord, why you put
the devil on me? I’m a good child, Lord, you put on the devil on
me. I got to deal with all this mess” and you don’t understand it,
but often God has placed it there.

Jesus says, “Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing?” you’ve
heard the verse, “And one of them, shall not fall on the ground
without your Father, but the very hairs of your head are all
numbered. Fear ye not therefore, ye are more valued than many
sparrows.” If God is not going to let a little bitty bird to fall
without his approval, what about you? What about his children?
If the very hairs on your head are numbered, why are you worried
about any other body parts if God has it all numbered. He’s got
everything under control.

See, all you have to worry about is one thing, and that is if you’re
in the will of God.
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00:15:03

That’s all you have to worry about. So, if you’re in the will who
have it all under his control, why do you worry about the others.
You got one thing to worry about, and that is the only thing I
worry about right now is, am I doing what God has told me to do
because sometimes it does not turn out like I think. It didn’t turn
out like I think. Always like he said, but not like I think.

I had someone last week come up to me and said, “Pastor, you are
prophesying over the people.” He said, “I was here years ago, and
you prophesied over someone who is a member of this church, and
you didn’t prophesy but then you said something,” and I don’t
even remember any of this stuff, “You said something about the
future structure of the church and it did not have them included
in it and they got offended. And I didn’t understand that and they
didn’t understand it, but pastor they passed away a few years ago.
Now what you spoke is crystal clear.” I didn’t understand it at
the time. See, sometimes we don’t understand and we don’t know
when God speaks a word, of when God does something in our lives
we don’t understand. You go to have faith, number one that God
is in control of everything.

I believe to the core of my soul that God controls every single
detail. If I go through right now and pull a hair out of my head,
it is gray first of all. Number one, God controlled the grayness,
because he set up the genetic profile that determine whether my
hair would be gray or stay black. So, he controlled the genetic
profile. Number two, I got some hair to pull out, so he controlled
the genetic profile in terms of whether I would have hair on my
head or whether it would be bald by now. God control all of this.
Then when I pulled the hair out, God knows if I hold up a single
strand of hair, he knows that is hair number is 687,462. God
controls everything.

So, when you understand that, it makes a difference. The devil
has never had any power over me. God controls everything. God
controls Satan. He controls everything, and people have all that
theological, you know, “If God created everything, why he made
the devil.” That’s why I began with, “I don’t know all the nature
of reality.” My finite mind is so limited and so is yours. We cannot
understand the big picture, and number one, this timeframe is so
short. This little 70, 80, 90 100 years, we live is nothing in the
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grand scheme of things. So, you want to judge all of eternity
based on 10 seconds. That’s the way our mind is based.

Supposed you have to judge all of life based on one hour spent in
church, that sometimes the way our vision is. So, number one,
you have to understand that God is in control of everything.
Number two, you got to understand this, he then controls
everything and everything for his children, he does for their good.
Now, when you understand that, it makes a difference.

See everything I know, God does for my good. Now it may not be
when I want and it may not be the most pleasant thing for me at
the time, but I understand everything God orchestrates for me is
for my good. It’s just like a parent. Now for those of you who are
parents, you know how your children are, and you know your
children would want things that are not good for them, you have
to hold stuff back. Just like a parent is with a child, so is God
with his children.

So, I know everything that God does in my life is for my good,
whether I understand it or whether I like it or not. And the third
thing is, it’s not too late, it’s not too late. For those of you who are
right now in the midst of a struggle and your struggle maybe
because you have walked away from the will and the way of God.
And it may not be because God is just testing you, it may be
because you have now done something that just totally -- God told
you not to do like that cat with that tape wrapped around its tail.
You may have done something and you got this stuff wrapped all
around you, you’re all tied up, you’re all too stuck, it’s not too late.
It’s not too late, God is in the business of forgiving sins, that’s why
he sent his son. He knew upfront we’re going to mess up. God
knew I was going to mess up, I made some big (00:19:27) of some
mistakes. God knew upfront I was going to mess up. He knew
you you’re going to mess up, so it’s not too late.

And I want to just read to you a set of scripture that I had an
unusual revelation. You’ve heard this before, but it’s Matthew
Chapter 9, beginning at the 14th verse, and it is an interesting
set of verses because of the stuff. Matthew 9:14, “When they came
to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd around them and
the teachers of the law arguing with them. As soon as all of the
people saw Jesus, they were overwhelmed with wonder and ran
to greet him.
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‘What are you arguing with them about?’ he asked. A man in the
crowd answered, ‘Teacher, I brought you my son who is possessed
by a spirit that has robbed him of speech. Whenever it seizes him,
it throws him to the ground, he foams at the mouth, gnashes his
teeth and becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to drive out the
spirit, but they could not.’ ‘O unbelieving generation,’ Jesus
replied. ‘How long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up
with you? Bring the boy to me.’”

So, they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into
a convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at
the mouth. Jesus asked the boy’s father, “How long has he been
like this?” “From childhood,” he answered. “It has often thrown
him into the fire or water to kill him. But if you can do anything,
take pity on us and help us. ‘If you can?’ said Jesus. ‘Everything
is possible for him who believes.’ Immediately the boy’s father
exclaimed, ‘I do believe, help me overcome my belief.’ When Jesus
saw that a crowd was running to the scene, he rebuked the evil
spirit. ‘You deaf and mute spirit,’ he said, ‘I command you, come
out of him and never enter him again.’

The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently and came out. The boy looked so much
like a corpse that many said, ‘He is dead.’ But Jesus took him by
the hand and lifted him up to his feet, and he stood up. After
Jesus had gone indoors, his disciples asked him privately, ‘Why
couldn’t we drive it out?’ He replied, ‘This kind can only come out
by prayer.’” Now the revelation on this thing was this, as I read,
I said, “Wait a minute, I’ve been reading that verse -- it’s not by
prayer, it’s by fasting and prayer.”

You all know the verse. “This kind only comes out by fast --” why is it just prayer?
That was the NIV version. So, I went back and check the King
James and it was “fasting and prayer.” Well, why does the NIV
have “prayer” and the King James have “fasting and prayer” so I
started looking at some other versions. I look at the Message
Bible, the New English translation, the New Living Translation,
all of them had just “prayer.”

This story is also repeated in Matthew, Chapter 17 beginning at verse 21. That verse
about how it be that this kind not go out but by fasting and prayer,
it’s in the King James Version. In the Message Bible, in the New
English Translation, in the NIV, in the New Living Translation,
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verse 21 is omitted totally. I said, “Now, what’s up with this?”
“This kind comes out by prayer.”

There are some things that only prayer is going to deliver you from, and some of us
got some stuff that we just need to spend some time praying over.
I have a lot of people come to me and said, “Pastor, will you pray
for me?” and I will. I used to try to pray for the people right then
because I’m not going to remember and I’ll tell you right up front,
“Let me pray for you right now.” Because I’ve found out that a lot
of folks, and (00:23:02). “No, I need to pray for you right now
because I’m not going to remember this thing an hour from now,
I need to pray for you right now.”

So that’s what I usually do but there’s a key that I do my own praying and it changes
my world when I spend my hour of prayer every day and when I
don’t, it changes my world. So, we need to learn how to do our
own praying. So, when God has commanded for this year our
revival, there’s going to be prayer, there’s a reason for that. And
I did not realize that every other translation had omitted fasting
or had omitted that verse, all the modern translations. And
usually, when I go back and check the Aramaic and the Greek,
the modern translations are truer to what was actually said,
because all of my translation -- some people just think the King
James is an anecdote, created total -- all of the translations.

So, prayer is where God is leading us, and for those of us -- when we’re dealing with
the struggle and this struggle is definitely real, God is saying,
“There some of this stuff that some of us are dealing with, and it’s
only going come out, and it’s only going to be fix, and it’s only
going to be straightened out by you praying.” First of all, it helps
when you are in the environment of prayer, because if you are not
used to praying, it’s hard to pray. Jesus and his disciples -- you
know, he was praying, he went out and went to the garden and
he came in and all of them are asleep, it’s hard to pray.

So, it’s not just a criticism of us(ph). The disciples, these were men who are willing
to die for Jesus, and they couldn’t pray for an hour. He said,
“Can’t you tarry one night, can’t you pray with me for an hour?”
So, prayer is not that easy, “Can you not tarry for an hour?” So,
I know some of you will say, “A whole hour?” Yes, a whole hour.
You want a whole deliverance, don’t you? If you got some demonic
stuff, you want the whole demon gone off you, you don’t want 90
percent of the demon gone and 10 percent of the demon left. You
want the whole thing gone. See, if you are in a relationship, you



www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5808.mp3

want the whole man, you don’t want the man 90% of the time and
another woman got the other 10.

00:25:05

No, you want the whole man. So, we need to do the whole hour, can you not tarry an
hour?

I don’t know what’s going to happen. All I know is to just do what God tells me to do
because sometimes, I can’t even begin to imagine some of the stuff
that’s wrote. You know, there’s more things wrote by prayer than
we ever dream of, but how can you get that that is brought by
praying if you’re not praying? And I do believe even though a lot
of times it’s us, there are without questions, spirits. You cannot
believe in angels and not believe in demons.

There are some demons out there, and some of us got some demon on us or in us, or
around us. If you don’t believe there’s a demonic in front of you
then look at the news, the world is full of demons, always has
been, always will be but some of this stuff only comes out by
prayer. Everytime that I am obedient with God’s word, in the
long ways, it’s always more than what I figure. God’s blessing is
always bigger than my little finite man can even imagine. And if
you’re dealing with the struggle, for some of you, this kind only
comes out by prayer.

We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word. You
can go to brothersoftheword.com. You can listen to this entire
message and the entire series absolutely free. Thank you for
joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother, you
need the word.

Automated Voice: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This was part one of
the series titled, “The Struggle is Real,” subtitled, “Faith” by
Nathaniel Bronner. This message is number 5808. That’s 5808.
To listen to over a thousand free messages or to send this message
number 5808 to a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.

Male: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to
help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com, that’s
iwanttogive.com.

Automated Voice: Listen to brothersoftheword.com often because brother you need
the word.
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