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Nathaniel Bronner: When you walk with God, it takes away the fear of walking
among men.

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This is Part 4 of the
series titled, The Struggle is Real, subtitled Fear by Nathaniel
Bronner. This message is number 5811, that’s 5811. Listen to
over a thousand free messages on brothersoftheword.com.

(Music Playing: 00:00:22 - 00:00:50)

And now for 5811, The Struggle is Real, Part 4, Fear.

Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you need
the word.

And this week was a particularly trying week. I’m a business man
really involved in two business, president of one, vice president of
another, pastor of a church, have a family, have a wife. You know
getting my own stuff. So, I had a lot of stuff. And in life, you deal
with stuff but every now and then you got to deal with some foxes
in your garden. Then every now and then you’ve got to deal with
a mountain lion. Sometimes you got to deal with a bear and then
sometimes, what they used to call in the old days in the country,
you have to deal with what’s called a Booger bear. So, sometimes
you have to deal with some things that are just way off the scale
then it happens in everyone’s life and I was dealing with a real
rough bear this past weekend.

I was driving early in the morning and I was on my way to deal
with the situation and I saw a lady standing at the edge of the
street and she had on a shirt and I glanced over the shirt. I said,
“You’ve got to be kidding me.” I’d never seen this slogan written
anywhere ever. And the lady had on a shirt, had four big words
on the shirt. Those four words were, “The struggle is real.” And
this of course, for those of you who have been here, you know this
is the series that I am currently involved in and today is the
fourth part of the four-part series called, The Struggle is Real.
And as I saw that shirt, I said,” I’ve never seen this in print
before?” Here I am on the way to deal with this big thing and
here I see a lady in a shirt talking about the very series that I’m
dealing with and I said, “I don’t know whether this lady is just a
regular lady or whether it’s an angel sent by God?” But I know in
the term in metaphysics it’s called, synchronicity. I know this is
no accident. And I had to think about, “Yes, the struggle is real.”
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So many of you, you deal with so many things in life. There is no
question that the struggle is real, but I want to add an antecedent
to that.

The struggle is real, but so is God. You see, even though we
struggle through life, we don’t struggle all of the time. No one
struggles all of the time. Some people struggle more than others,
but no one struggle all of the time. I don’t struggle most of my
life. Most of my life, 99 percent of it is pretty smooth. I go through
it smoothly. I don’t struggle most. I only have a few periodic
seasons of struggle. So, I don’t struggle most of the time. The
struggle is real, but God is there all the time. See the struggle is
there some of the time, but God is there all of the time. And God
is good all the time.

Nathaniel Bronner: So, we understand these things as we go through life and
that thing really just it hit me as I saw that and it made me never
forget, “God is with you.” And sometimes, he’ll just send a sign
and sometimes he’ll be using you. Maybe the lady wasn’t an
angel, but I have no question God had to direct her and she
probably had a closet full of clothes like most women do. But
somehow, in the back of her mind, she heard an inkling, “Wear
this shirt, the struggle is real, today.” Then he had to coordinate
it where she would be standing there on the street at the very
moment that I went by, which was a window of perhaps no more
than five to ten seconds. So, he had to orchestrate all of these
stuffs.

See God orders all of our steps. There are no accidents, chance or
coincidence. Everything is ordered by God and when you
understand that, it helps take away this fourth F of the four
things that we’ve been dealing with the struggle is real. The
fourth was faith. Oftentimes, in the myths of our struggle, we
have a difficulty holding on to faith.

00:05:01

We ask ourselves and we wonder how could God let this happen?
And we lose faith and our faith wavers and everyone’s faith
wavers at points. It just does. “Father, Father, why has thou
forsaken me?” When enough pain hits you, when enough
persecution hits you, you can’t see God because the flesh is
blinded by the pain and the struggle and our faith simply wavers.
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The second F was following. We have a difficulty at time following
what we know we should do. And oftentimes our struggle is the
result because we didn’t follow what we knew we ought to be
doing. Most of the time our struggle is because we didn’t follow
what we knew we ought to be doing and we did stuff we knew we
shouldn’t be doing and we did not follow wisdom and we did not
follow God’s will.

The third F is failure, which we all go through at times. We all
fail at times and we struggle with failure and we struggle with
the fear of failure.

And today, the final F of those four Fs dealing with the struggle
is real, fear, fear, fear. So many of us, we are afraid of so much.
But when you understand God is with you, it changes. There was
a five-year-old boy and he was in the kitchen with his mother
while she was preparing dinner. His mother said, “Look, son,
would you go in the cupboard there and get me a can of tomato
soup. I want to put that over the spaghetti here. Would you go
and then get that for me?” The little boy looked up at his mother.
“Mom, it’s dark in that cupboard. It’s dark and dank. I don’t want
to go. I’m scared.” And the mother looked at the little boy and
said, “Look, Jesus is in there. Don’t worry about that. Jesus is in
that cupboard.” So, the little boy walked to the door and he
opened the door and he looked in and it was dark and dank in
that cupboard. He said, “Jesus, can you hand me a can of tomato
soup?”

Nathaniel Bronner: We have to understand that God is with us, but often, we
can’t see him. And fear comes in because we can’t see God.
Researches at John Hopkins University reported that 30 years
ago, the greatest fears of grade school children were: number one,
animals. Some of still got that fear today. All kinds of animals.
As a matter of fact, James and I, we were in Arizona recently and
the guide, as she was taking us to the mountains and some of the
parts of the deserts said, “We got a lot of scorpions here. As a
matter of fact, I check my shoes everyday to make sure no
scorpion hadn’t crawled up in my shoes.” And I knew good and
well there were no scorpions in our hotel room. But do you know
when I got up the next morning? And I was getting ready to put
my shoes, did you know I picked that shoe and looked just to make
sure and the thing about -- because the thought of scorpions stuck
in my head even when I got back home, I bought my shoe just to
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make sure. Fear can grip us in all kinds of ways. So, animals
were the number one fear of grade school children 30 years ago.

Number two, being in a dark room. Number three, high places.
Number four, strangers and number five, loud noises. Five
greatest fears 30 years ago among grade school children. Now,
here is a little of the greatest fears today. Number one, fear of the
dark, still there. Number two, fear of closets and dark cracks
especially when the door is ajar. I’m trying to see, what difference
does it make whether the door is open or not? Number three, fear
of ghosts, poltergeists and evil spirits. Number four, fear of bad
guys and being hurt or kidnapped. Number five, fear of being
home alone. Number six, fear of Freddy, Annabelle, Chucky and
other horror movie characters. Number seven, fear of the blood
Mary folklore. I had to look that up to see who because that’s not
in the African-American culture. I looked up to see what that
was? Number eight, fear of something bad happening to our
parents when we’re not with them. Number nine, fear of dying
and the loved ones dying. Number ten, fear of illness, disease and
mystery aches and pain. All these among grade school children.

Number eleven, fear of school failure even when they’re getting
good grades. Number twelve, fear of taking tests and doing
presentations. Number thirteen, fear of throwing up in public to
at school. Number fourteen, fear of being ridiculed by peers.
Number fifteen, fear of having no friends. Number sixteen, fear
of teachers who yell or show disappointment in them. Number
seventeen, fear of disappointing parents. Number eighteen, fear
of germs and getting sick. Number nineteen, fear of doctors,
dentists, shots and other medical procedures. Number 20, fear of
some TV shows.

00:10:04

Nathaniel Bronner: Number 21, fear of bugs, animals, and insects. Number 22,
fear of heights, 23 fear of amusement park rides, 24 fear of
elevators, 25 fear of storms and natural disasters. Our world
today is full of fear. And you wonder why when you look at the
top prescription drugs, the top drugs out of the top 10, almost half
of them are related to antidepressants and anti-anxiety drugs.
Anxiety is a big fancy clinical word for scared. It’s a big
psychological word. You’re just scared. But you’re anxious, you
got it, you’re just scared. So, we’re scared of all of this stuff. And
when you watch the news, I can understand why people are
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scared and why the children are so afraid. When you watch the
news, the news takes all of the terrible, horrible events of the
world and distill it down into 30 seconds, and pump it into your
eyeballs and brains. How can you not be anxious when you see
all of this stuff all over the world that comes right into your living
room, right into your home or right on your cellphone and you see
all of this stuff. Fear, is one of those things that causes us to
struggle.

Dr. E. Stanley Jones, a John Hopkins University doctor says this,
“We do not know why it is that worriers die sooner than non-
worriers, but it is a fact. But I who am of simple of mind think I
know. We are inwardly constructed in nerve and tissue, braincell
and soul for faith not fear. God made us that way. To live by
worry is to live against reality.”

So, he says they know as a scientific fact, worriers die sooner than
non-worriers. Now, it would seem like the worriers are to live
longer because they ought to be more cautious about some stuff.
But that’s not the way it works. People, fear and worrying kills
you, stresses you out, tears down your immune system and your
body, makes you more susceptible to some of everything. And the
studies have shown that the vast majority of stuff people worry
about never happens. Never, ever happens. And the stuff that
does happen, they couldn’t stop a lot of times anyhow. So, we
have so much fear in our lives because we don’t have faith.

You see, those are two antagonistic extremes. Fear will not reside
where faith is, and faith will not reside where fear is. They’re two
opposite extremes. Fear is simply the lack of faith or actually,
fear is faith that something negative is going to happen, whereas
faith is something positive is going to happen when you have God
in your world and when you know God is with you it changes how
you walk through this life. It changes what you are afraid of, it
changes how you view everything that happens to you. And I just
want to tell you people be not afraid.

Nathaniel Bronner: Recently, Caty Medrano published an article called the
“Top 10 Strong Human Fears” and these are the top fears shared
by people everywhere. Number 10, losing your freedom. Number
9, the unknown. Number 8, pain. Number 7, disappointment.
Number 6, misery. Number 5, loneliness. Number 4, ridicule.
Number 3, rejection. Number 2, death. And number 1, failure. I
see you mean people fear failure more than they do death? Yeah,



www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5811.mp3

they do. That’s why the last message was called, failure and it
dealt with that. So, we deal with so much.

But I want you to understand this. You’re not going to leave this
earth until your assigned task has been completed. When you are
child of God, you’re not going to leave this earth until your
assigned task by God has been completed and I walk in that full
faith. And it’s not so much a matter that I’m not afraid to die. I
don’t want to die. But I’m not worried about dying because I am
going to die, but not until I’m 116. I’ve got 54 years and about
another 15, 16 days to go. And I fully believe that and I’m fully
working towards that. But even if I die today is not going to
bother me because I believe that nothing can happen to me in
terms of death until my appointed time by God. Now, as long as
I don’t do stuff that rushes it up.

It’s like somebody asked me once. He said, “Pastor, is cigarette
smoking, would that send me to hell?” And I said, “Well,
according to the Bible, it doesn’t really mention it. So, cigarette
smoking is not going to send you to hell or heaven, but it will help
you get there fast.”

So, I’m not worried about dying. And I’m not worried about
failure. You have to go back and listen to the last message if you
want to understand the roots behind that. So, I’m not worried
about dying because as long as I am doing what God has told me
to do, as long as I am assured that I’m going to heaven, I’m just
not worried about that.

00:15:08

So, if you take away the fear of death, if you take away the fear of
failure, you’ll be surprised how smooth your life will go. Now, it
does not mean that some stuff that’s painful is not going to
happen to me. It doesn’t mean that at all. That’s going to happen
to everybody. But how you view it makes a tremendous difference
and how you handle that thing.

Jesus tells us what to be afraid of. In Matthew 10:28, Jesus says
this, “Do not be afraid of those who the kill body, but cannot kill
the soul. Rather, be afraid of the one who can destroy both soul
and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not
one of them will fall to the ground apart from the Will of your



www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5811.mp3

Father. And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered.
So, don’t be afraid, you are worth more than many sparrows.”

So, here, Jesus tells us what to be afraid of. And often, our fears
are backwards. We’re afraid of all the stuff out there and not
afraid of the stuff up there. He tells you, only be afraid of the one
who can destroy both body and soul and send them to hell. The
only person you need to be afraid of is God. Now, God is love, but
God did not get hold of our (00:16:22) That is bottom line. You
read the Bible. God just wiped us in 4 Hosea.

Nathaniel Bronner: So, Jesus said the only person you need to be afraid of, and
that’s really a reverend fear. See, you’re afraid of somebody
breaking in your house you make sure you lock the doors, you
make sure you lock all of your doors. Well, if you have reverend
respect for God, you will make sure that you follow God’s will and
God’s way. And it makes a difference in how we live and how we
get through life. Don’t be afraid. People, some of you are just
walking in so much fear that, “Oh, this might happen, this might
happen, this might happen, this might happen, this might
happen, this might happen, this might happen.” and you wind up
having a heart attack because you’re so scared of stuff and you’re
so worried about stuff. You’ll be surprised when you eliminate
fear from your life.

There’s a statement that goes, “What would you attempt to do if
you knew you could not fail?” What would you attempt to do if
you knew you could not fail? And some of you, you’re blocked from
trying because of fear of failure and just fear of stuff. What would
you attempt to do if you know you couldn’t fail? There’s only one
thing you need to be afraid of and that’s being out of the will of
God.

When you look back through Scriptures and actually be not afraid
is in the Bible over 80 times when God tells people not to fear.
Sometimes the unexpected and the unknown, the natural
reaction is to fear. Most of the time when man encounter angels,
they scared them death. Angels had to say, “Fear not.” They’re
just sitting there shaking in their boots the minute the angel
showed up. Sometimes even the things of God scare us to death
and we don’t understand them because often God didn’t explain
things to us.
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I was looking over some of my notes and I saw what God had told
me years ago. He said, “I am going to tell you things that
generally will fit into three different categories: Number one,
things for you to do and not to do. Number two, I will tell you of
things to come. And number three, I will tell you some things
you’re not going to know what in the world it would mean. Until
later on down the road, you’ll understand the meaning of it.”

When you walk with God, it takes away the fear of walking among
men. It just does. When God is with you, and I’ve had people tell
me, “Pastor, I’ve seen angels standing behind you.” When you
know you have angels standing behind you, you don’t worry about
men, but you don’t do stupid stuff.

I remember I was walking in Baltimore. Baltimore has one of the
roughest ghettos in the U.S. and I didn’t rent a car while I was
there and I was walking and I’ve walked 10, 15 miles. And I was
just walking and I knew the reputation of the crime in Baltimore,
but I would hear God speak to me and He said, “Don’t go down
that street.” And do you know what pastor did? Pastor didn’t go
down that street. Now, I wasn’t going to go down that street and
said the Lord is with me. I got angels. I’m going to walk on down
this street anyway. You all might be reading about pastor.

Nathaniel Bronner: So, God will tell us with many things, don’t go down this
path, don’t do this. That’s why the number one He said, “I will
tell you of things to do and things not to do.” It’s like a parrot and
when we ignore the wisdom and the advice and the words of the
parrot, we go down the wrong street and it gets us in trouble. So,
when we walk with God, there is nothing for us to fear. Don’t be
afraid of those who can kill only the body, but be afraid of the one
who can destroy both body and soul in hell.

Deuteronomy 31:8 says this. “He will never leave you nor forsake
you. Do not be afraid. Do not be discouraged.”

00:20:02

Do you understand that? He will never. How long is never? He
will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid. Do not be
discouraged.

Romans 8:28, “And we know that in all of things, God works for
the good of those who love Him, who have been called according
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to His purpose.” Now, He did not say in all pleasant things. He
didn’t say in all things that are just sweet to us. No, he said, " in
all things.” When you are truly walking with God, all things in
your life, they’re orchestrated and they’re worked by God for your
good. Even when you can’t see it at the time.

Isaiah 43:1, “Don’t fear for I have redeemed you. I have called
you by My Name. You are mine.” Don’t fear. Don’t fear, don’t
fear.

1 John 4:18, “Perfect love cast out all fear.” Now, some of you say
my love isn’t perfect, Jesus’ is. Perfect love casts out all fear.

Psalms 18:2, “The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer.”
I remember when I bought my Lexus, I was driving down the
street and I was going by the Lexus dealer and I just heard God
speak, “Go in the dealership now.” I walked in the dealership,
there was this red Lexus SUV sitting in the middle of the floor
and I heard God speak, “Buy this car within the next 24 hours.”
And I went in and looked it and I looked at it and this is nice. And
I said, “But Lord, this does not have --.” Lexus had a feature that
was what’s called, active crash avoidance, meaning that if you’re
about to crash into somebody, it would automatically put on the
breaks. I said, “Lord, this car doesn’t have that feature on it.”
And I want that feature. If I’ve got to get this car, I want a car
with that feature on it. And I heard God said, “Who do you think
can protect you more, that feature or me?” I said, “Okay.”

Nathaniel Bronner: Sometimes, God will lead us down a path and we want a
feature that God has not ordained for us because we want it,
because we want to do this. And it is a feature that God has not
ordained. And God is saying, “I got you. I can protect you more
than anything.”

Prophet Dexter, he’s a state trooper. Now, he wears a bulletproof
vest. Prophet Dexter, I was going to ask you about buying me a
bulletproof vest because I want to get one just in case, I ever need
it one day. You know, just in case. You don’t know what could
happen. Just in case I ever need it one day. Because I am brother
military. But when you think about it, what bulletproof vest can
ever protect you as well as God? He can shield you from anything
in this earth. If he will not let a sparrow, which is the smallest of
birds, fall to earth without His Will, how can He let anything
happen to you, his child? So, when you understand this, it begins
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to remove fear from your spirit and you’re not longer afraid. And
you can walk among men or even among mountains without fear.

Now, I don’t recommend that you walk on top of a mountain,
especially if you hear the voice of God saying, “Don’t go up that
mountain.” Don’t go up that mountain. And I told you all the
story when I was in Sedona years ago when I had to go up the side
of a mountain, thing just scared me to death. Then I got this Lord,
take this fear away from me. And what he told me to do? He said,
“You go stand at the edge.” I said, “I don’t want it to wait like
that, Lord. Just take it.” He said, “No. You go stand at the edge.”
And I had to walk up and stand at the edge of a mountain. There
was no railing, no nothing. And I stood right there at the edge
and it was almost 1,500 feet straight down. And then the wind
was blowing on top of that.

So, sometimes, God will send you into some places that may
appear to you to be rather unpleasant. But don’t go stand at the
edge of a mountain unless you are sure you have heard the voice
of God. Do things in wisdom. Listen to the voice of God. And
whenever you walk in God’s will and his way, no harm that won’t
be for your good will come to you. And I’m not saying will come
to you. No harm that will not be for your good will come to you.
And when you learn that, and when you walk in God’s will and
God’s way, life becomes really beautiful no matter what happens.
Because the struggle is real, but so is the God.

I thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word. This
concludes the series entitled, The Struggle is Real. For those of
you who are struggling in your lives, you can listen to the entire
series absolutely free at brothersoftheword.com. Message
number one, faith. Message number two, following. Message
number three, failure. And today’s message, fear. Go and listen
to The Struggle is Real if you have struggles in your life and
understand that God is with you and God will carry you through
the struggle and most struggles, in Divine Will, will make us
stronger.

Thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word, because
brother, you need The Word.

00:24:59
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Voice Automation: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This was part four
of the series titled, The Struggle is Real subtitled, Fear by
Nathaniel Bronner. This message is number 5811. That’s 5-8-1-
1. To listen to over a thousand free messages, or to send this
message number 5-8-1-1 to a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.

Voice Automation: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to
help support this ministry, go to Iwanttogive.com. That’s
Iwanttogive.com

Voice Automation: Listen to Brothersoftheword.com often, because brother, you’ll
need The Word.

(Music Playing)
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