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Male: To be able to understand the true voice of God can sometimes
make a whole world of difference in the direction in which your
life goes. You have to be careful about discernment when the flesh
truly desires something.

Automated Voice: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com. This is Part 1 of the
series titled, “Discernment or Deception, is this God” by
Nathaniel Bronner. This message is number 5812. That’s 5812.
Listen to over a thousand free messages on
BrothersoftheWord.com.

(Music Playing: 0:00:34 - 0:01:01)

And now for 5812, “Discernment or Deception, is this God,” Part
1.

Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to brothers of the word, because brother, you need
the word. And today we begin an entirely new series. It actually
came from a question that a congregation member asked me on
last week. And they simply said, “Pastor, how do I discern
whether this is the word of God?” And that’s a real good question
because often in life and in our spiritual journey, there is a
difficulty in telling whether or not this is God. Today, we ask for
two prophecies in terms of just two testimonies of the prophecies
that I have been doing over the past few weeks. And it was
something that God has spoke, ask for two and only two
prophecies.

And now, I begin to understand why. Why he asks for those
prophecies on this particular day, which is the beginning of a
series dealing with discernment or deception. How to know the
voice of God? And the two prophecies actually were kind of
opposite extremes. In one prophecy, the lady said that when I
touched her and when she was prophesied over, she’d been having
hot fleshes for the past few months that she had the hot fleshes
every hour, sometimes several per hour. And the minute she was
touched, the minute she was prophesied over, it’s been over a
month now, not one single hot flesh. That is an extreme
manifestation where there's absolutely no question in your mind,
whatsoever that this is God. See, when you got some pain and
when you got an issue and it goes away instantly not gradually,
but just instantly from the minute you touch, the thing never
happens again. There is no question in your mind, no doctor, no
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psychologist, no anybody can tell you that one God. That is one
extreme.

The second prophecy had to do when I told them, “They would start to see results of
seeds they had planted.” That’s more nebulous and sometimes
with that prophecy, you could say,” Well, anybody planted seeds
can say that about the stuff coming up and they see it, there were
two opposite extremes.” One, where there is no question, one
which takes an insight to see. And as we begin the series today
just dealing with “Discernment or Deception, is this God?” That’s
not an easy question for you to answer because some of you have
heard something, you have seen somethings, you see signs and
from people come to you and the first question that comes into
your mind and in your spirit, “Is this God?” Because there are
several voices. There is the true voice of God. Then there's the
voice of self. Then there's the voice of the world. Then there's the
voice of Satan. There all kinds of voices that sometimes play in
our head. I want you to play the audio file and this is a file of just
Bible Scripture, but I want you to hear something. Go head and
play the file.

(Video Playing: 0:04:18 - 0:04:46)

Nathaniel Bronner: Now, we’re getting ready to play all four of those first
chapters at the same time. Listen now.

(Video Playing 0:04:51 - 0:05:00)

Nathaniel Bronner: Now, you see what happen when they all played it one
time?

0:05:02

Nathaniel Bronner: You don’t know what is it. Sometimes, trying to hear the
voice of God is similar to that. All these things are running
through your head and often God’s voice is soft. So, you’re trying
to discern, is this God? Am I being led in this direction? Lord,
give me a sign and you’re not sure about the sign, how do you
know what’s the difference between discernment and deception?
And to be able to understand the true voice of God can sometimes
make a whole world of difference in the direction in which your
life goes. Now, I want to read a chapter of the bible. I normally
don’t read this much scripture. This is a whole lot of scripture.
You’re going to see a whole lot of scripture. This is a whole lot of
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scripture today, but I have to read it on because it’s a whole story.
So, to understand the story, I have to read all 34 verses of this
particular chapter so that you will understand the story but it is
one of the classic examples in the bible of being able to discern
between the true voice of God and deception.

Now, this is 1 Kings 13, the NIV version. I’m going to read the entire 13th chapter of
1 Kings. “By the word of the Lord a man of God came from Judah
to Bethel, as Jeroboam was standing by the altar to make an
offering, he cried out against the altar by the word of the Lord.
“Oh Altar, altar! This is what the Lord says: ‘A son named Josiah
will be born to the house of David. On you he will sacrifice the
priests of the high places who now make offerings here, and
human bones will be burned on you.’” That same day the man of
God gave a sign: “This is the sign the Lord has declared: The altar
will be split apart and the ashes on it will be poured out.”

When King Jeroboam heard what the man of God cried out
against the altar at Bethel, he stretched out his hand from the
altar and said, “Seize him!” But the hand he stretched out toward
the man shriveled up, so that he could not pull it back. Also, the
altar was split apart and its ashes poured out according to the
sign given by the man of God by the word of the Lord. Then the
king said to the man of God, “Intercede with the Lord your God
and pray for me that my hand may be restored.” So, the man of
God interceded with the Lord, and the king’s hand was restored
and became as it was before. The king said to the man of God,
“Come home with me and have something to eat, and I will give
you a gift.” But the man of God answered the king, “Even if you
were to give me half your of possessions, I would not go with you,
nor would I eat bread or drink water here. For I was commanded
by the word of the Lord: ‘You must not eat bread or drink water
or return by the way you came.’” So, he took another road and did
not return by the way he had come to Bethel.

Now there was a certain old prophet living in Bethel, whose sons came and told him
all that the man of God had done that day. They also told their
father what he had said to the king. Their father asked them,
“Which way did he go?” And his sons showed him the road which
the man of God from Judah had taken. So, he said to his sons,
“Saddle the donkey for me.” And when they had saddled the
donkey for him, he mounted it and rode after the man of God. He
found him sitting under an oak tree and asked, “Are you the man
of God who came from Judah?” “I am,” he replied. So, the prophet
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said to him, “Come home with me and eat.” The man of God says,
“I cannot turn back and go with you, nor can I eat bread or drink
water with you in this place. I have been told by the word of the
Lord: ‘You must not eat bread or drink water there or return by
the way you came.’” The old prophet answered, “I too am a
prophet, as you are. And an angel said to me by the word of the
Lord: ‘Bring him back with you to your house so that he may eat
bread and drink water.’” (But he was lying to him.) So, the man
of God returned with him and ate and drank in his house.

While they were sitting at the table, the word of the Lord came to the old prophet who
had brought him back. He cried out to the man of God who had
come from Judah, “This is what the Lord says: ‘You have defied
the word of the Lord and have not kept the command the Lord
your God gave you. You came back and ate bread and drank
water in the place where he told you not to eat or drink.
Therefore, your body will not be buried in the tomb of your
fathers.’” When the man of God had finished eating and drinking,
the prophet who had brought him back saddled his donkey for
him.

00:10:03

As he went on his way, a lion met him on the road and killed him, and his body was
thrown down on the road with both the donkey and the lion
standing beside it. Some people who passed by saw the body
thrown down there, with the lion standing beside the body, and
they went and reported it to the city where the old prophet lived.

When the prophet who had brought him back from his journey
heard of it, he said, “It is the man of God who defied the word of
the Lord. The Lord has given him over to the lion, which was
mauled him and killed him, as the word of the Lord had warned
him.” The prophet said to his sons, “Saddle the donkey for me,”
and they did so. Then he went out and found the body thrown
down on the road, with the donkey and lion standing beside it.
The lion had neither eaten the body nor mauled the donkey. So,
the prophet picked up the body of the man of God, laid it on the
donkey, and brought it back to his own city to mourn for him and
bury him.

Then he laid the body in his own tomb, and they mourned over
him and said, “Oh my brother!” After burying him, he said to his
sons, “When I die, bury me in the grave where the man of God is
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buried; lay my bones beside his bones. For this message for the
message he declared by the word of the Lord against the altar in
Bethel and against all the shrines on the high places in the towns
of Samaria will certainly come true.” Even after this, Jeroboam
did not change his evil ways, but once more appointed priests for
the high places from all sorts of people. Anyone who wanted to
become a priest he consecrated for the high places. This was the
sin of the house of Jeroboam that led to its downfall and to the
destruction from the face of the earth.

Now, this is a long, long passage of scripture, but it is an
interesting story and it is a story that saw out lands in detail,
sometimes the difficulty of discerning the simple question, “Is this
God?” Now, there are three points in this I want to just bring out
today. There are whole lot of points to talk about in this story,
but there just three I want to pointed out. Number one, this was
a real prophet who had immediate physical manifestations, and
that’s another whole level. When he prophesized and the king
said, “Seize that man!” the king’s hand instantly withered up.
People, do you all know that’s impossible? Your head that kind of
power when somebody talking about you. And the minute they
talked about you, they’re tongue gets gushed up to the roof. The
minute they will turn and said, “You all --” and they couldn’t
speak. Suppose you had that kind of power.

See, this was some instant power that the people could see and
the king could see. So, when the king’s hand withered, no one had
to tell the king, “This was the man of God,” because his hand just
withered up and he was sitting on like this trying to put to seize
that man, his hand all withered. So, he had to say, “Whoa! Whoa.”
And then he said, “Oh! Excuse me! Can you pray to your God to
intercede for me to get my hand straight?” And then the prophet
prayed and interceded in his hand went back to normal and then
the altar that he said would split in the ashes with spill split and
spill. See, that let you know without question, this was no
ordinary low-level prophet. This was a prophet with extreme
instantaneous manifestation.

So now, he was a man with that level of connection to God and yet
God had told him, “Don’t go back the way you came. Don’t eat or
drink anything in that land.” So, as he was headed back another
way, the old prophet, point number two, he could not tell that the
old prophet was lying to him. A man who had that much
connection couldn’t tell that the old prophet was lying, that’s point
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2A and point 2B is the old prophet was lying. So, you have to ask
yourself, why would a prophet of God lie? Then why with the true
man of God, not be able to discern that the prophet was lying?

Let me tell you one good reason and one thing that you always
have to be careful of when you’re dealing with this type of
situation. Number one, the prophet of God who was coming from
Bethel was hungry. He was hungry. You all have been hungry?
I mean, I’m not talking just about for food but maybe for some
meals, you know, you’re just hungry. He was not hungry, hungry.
Hungry is when you haven’t had breakfast, then may be hungry
is when you haven’t had lunch. But around dinner time you’re
hungry, it’s a different level.

00:15:01

And they did not have airplanes or rapid transit in that day, they travelled by donkey,
they travelled by a slow horse. So, he was going from a city to
city, so his traveling was long and Ardie was so hear this man, he
had been a long time with no food, all water. So, he was on his
way and the old prophet comes in and, “I’ve heard from an angel,”
and an angel came to me and said, “Even though you are hungry,
even though you are thirsty.” An angel came to me and said, “You
can eat.” So, when the prophet of God heard that, he really didn’t
even want to check to see if that was God, because he was hungry.

Now, I can understand that I remember Pastor James and I had going on a seven-
day fest, that God had commanded us and we were on day three
of that fest, and I remember, we had just pulled up at my
grandmother’s house down in the country. It was the roughest
fest somehow that we have ever experience, and we were just
sitting there in the car, because we were just too weak to get out,
it was something about this fest that was just difficult, we were
just too weak to get out, that’s why I could relate to that prophet,
we were hungry, we had been drinking water, he had even have
any water, so we were just hungry, and we were weak, and I hear
God sitting in the car, and I hear God speak, “You can eat now,”
and I told James, I said, “James, I’m like hearing God, say we can
eat now,” and James over there, he just smile over there, and it
was something that when we heard that, it was fought our minds,
spirits and body wanted to hear, and I said, “That’s God, that’s
God, that’s God, that is God, that’s God!”
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And we were just so hungry but I said, “I don’t know because I’m hungry and I’m not
sure if I’m even hearing right about flesh, wants this thing so
bad.” I said that’s the danger that some of us can get to sometimes
we like that in relationships or romantic relationships and you
see somebody and you trying to say, “Lord it’s just forcing for me,”
and God may not be saying a thing to you, but your flesh watch
that person so bad, did you just got hearing stuff? You just got
hearing stuff, you don’t start seeing signs, you just, “Whoa, yeah,
the Lord saying, they are for you, and not only are they for you
but they’re for you right now, your mind takes you in the places,
that even we were sitting in that car in my grandmother’s house,
I don’t know because I'm in not sure, I know my flesh is in a
desperate state, and when flesh gets into a desperate state, you
can’t trust what you hear, and I say, “Lord you’ve got to confirm
these things, so he spoke a scripture and I don’t know -- I’m not
like C. Elijah, if God speaks a scripture to C. Elijah, C. Elijah
knows exactly what the scripture is, I got to look it up, I got to
look it up, I just be -- I don’t have the biblical literacy that C.
Elijah has, if C. Elijah will heard God, Job 4:6, he would know
exactly what that is, I got to go look it up.

So, God spoke a scripture to me. I said, “James, I hear God speaking a scripture, look
this up on your phone and see what this is,” and he pulled up the
scripture, and the scripture say, “Ye shall eat bread,” James,
Halleluiah! Halleluiah! And we knew that was God. So, you have
to be careful about discernment when the flesh truly desires
something, because it can lead you not to even warn a check to
see God, and number three, the old prophet was a lying true
prophet. He was a real prophet because right after he lied to the
prophet, brought to me and he eat and he heard the word of God,
said the prophet, “I'm not going to die.” And I have never fully,
totally understood this series, I said look like God could have some
mercy on the prophet, because the man was hungry, but the old
prophet was a real prophet, he just lied. Do you know sometimes,
even in ministry, you’ve got people who have true gifts but
because it’s something they want. They will twist the word of
God, put their own words in there, tell you something that it’s not
true just to get your money, so stop-- it happens, it’s not just an
Old Testament, this is a modern thing, sometimes you have a
thousand-dollar land, and going to tell them about old thousand-
dollar land. But their pocketbook wants it, and sometimes,
because of these, a prophet who has a true gift will lie to get what
they want.
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So, as we go through this spiritual journey, and as we grow through this series dealing
with discernment or deception, by the time you finish with this,
I’ll pray that you would at least be better equipped to know, is
this God?

00:20:01

And sometimes even when it is God, it’s just not all that simple but you need to know,
is this God? As long as I know it is God, I can go through anything
but I need to know it is God and it’s like the bible says, “We see
through a glass darkly.”

Sometimes prophecy is not always clear and even when I speak
some things over people -- sometimes -- did I make any sense to
you because sometimes I make no sense. I said, “Yeah, I know
exactly what that means.” So, sometimes I have no idea what it
is or sometimes even when God will speak stuff to me, it’s years
before I understand what he means by that. But the key that
we’re going to deal with in this series, is how do you know it’s God
and that’s not an easy question because this what you call a class
A prophet who had instant manifestation was food.

So, how do us class B, class C, class D and class F prophets keep
from getting food. It’s not easy and you have to stay on your toes
and you have to know some of the keys that will help you to know
to answer the question, “Discernment or deception, is this God?
And as we move through this series, this is what we shall explore
and I pray that by the time you finish with these series, you will
know a more definitive answer to that question because your all
going to be face with that in the future. Is this God?

I thank you for joining us today at brothers of the word. If you
would like to listen to the entire series, “Discernment or
deception,” go to BrothersoftheWord.com and you can listen to the
entire series absolutely free. Thank you for joining us today at
brothers of the word because brother, you need the word.

Automated Voice: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com. This was Part 1 of
the series titled, “Discernment or Deception, Is This God” by
Nathaniel Bronner. This message is number 5812, that’s 5812.
To listen to over a thousand free messages or to send this message
number 5812 to a friend, go to BrothersoftheWord.com.
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Male: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to
help support this ministry, go to iWantToGive.com. That’s
iWantToGive.com.

Automated Voice: Listen to BrothersoftheWord.com often because, brother, you
need the word.

(Music Playing)


