
Transcribed by Tech-Synergy 

Vanity - Trying To Live A Life 
Without God 

 
Sermon Title: Vanity - Trying To Live A Life Without God 
Sermon Number: 6211 
Speaker: Herbert Cobb Gant 

 
Link to sermon audio -- http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/6211.mp3 
Link to sermon video -- http://theark.s3.amazonaws.com/vid/6211.mp4 

 

 

BrothersofTheWord.com 
 

  

http://www.tech-synergy.com/
http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/6211.mp3
http://theark.s3.amazonaws.com/vid/6211.mp4
http://www.brothersoftheword.com/


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/6211.mp3 
 

Herbert Cobb Gant: My wife is a sweet person.  I’ve learned a lot from her 
even though God endowed me with sweet spirit, a humble spirit, 
my wife bring out a spirit of trust in loving me.  I appreciate 
that very much.  To the pastor reverend, Nathaniel Bronner, in 
his absence, brother Gerald, reverend (00:00:34), the choir, my 
mother and friend which is Robbie Bronner.  To all of you who 
have come to share in this great day, I can say that it’s an honor 
to be here today and to bring a message that God has given me.  
First of all, I want you to know that I’m not a minister.  I’m a 
student in the (00:01:09) church there in Forsyth, Georgia -- St 
Luke and I’m proud of it. 

 
 I’m so proud of my heritage.  I’m so proud of my family.  Because 

of the love that we have for people and each other.  And so, I’m 
just not a layperson, an occasional speaker that trying to tell 
somebody about somebody named Jesus whose there to help you 
in all your trials and tribulations.  You know when Reverend 
Bronner first talked to me about this, he said that, “The God 
told me that one of the gant(ph) boys is anointed to preach.”  I 
said, “Preach?”  I said, “Speak.”  He said, “No, I want a preacher.  
And God has already told me that you are the one.”  And I said 
to him, I said, well, he hasn’t told me that late but I admit it 
that he probably called me earlier in life and I did not accept the 
challenge.  And I’m paying and suffering for that right now and I 
know it.  Reverend Bronner said that the message may only be 
for one person and you can help save one person or show that 
one person the way.  I told him, that that one person might be 
me. 

 
 The Lord knows this is not something that I really wanted to do 

but because he said that God said it, I got to do it.  But before I 
engage in his word, I would like to offer a word of prayer.  
Eternal God, the giver of all good and perfect gifts, the father of 
our Lord and savior, Jesus Christ, we come to you today 
thanking you for the many blessings you have bestowed upon 
us.  We realized that nothing that we’ve done to be here today 
but it’s just through your love and mercy that you allowed us to 
be here, and we want to thank you for it.  And Lord we pray that 
what we say here today will be a benefit for thy people.  It will 
be your word and that it would be used in putting good hands.  
And Dear Lord we pray, that when this day is over, we’ll know 
that we have been fed from all high.  Amen. 
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 I also want to thank Ms. Brenda.  She’s over in the corner.  This 
morning I was lost in the way I live it was down this way 
somewhere but I stopped at a store and I met Brenda and I 
know the Lord has grant me in the bush(ph) and I followed her 
here.  I appreciate you, Brenda. 

 
00:05:02 
 
 The topic that I chose to speak on today is one that might seem 

controversial but I wanted to get it out because I thought it was 
important.  The topic is “Vanity -- trying to live a life without 
God.”  And the message is found in the book of Ecclesiastes.  
Also find references and books of Job, of Hebrew, Psalms and 
Proverbs.  But today you can look at Chapter 4 and Chapter 5.  
These are the prominent ones.  I’ll be reading -- taking my 
scripture Verse from Chapter 5 versus 1 through 7.  “Walk 
prudently when you go to the house of God; and draw near to 
hear rather than to give the sacrifice of fools, for they do not 
know that they do evil.  Do not be rash with your mouth, and let 
not your heart utter anything hastily before God.  For God is in 
heaven, and you on earth; therefore, let your words be few.  For 
a dream comes through much activity.  And a fool voice is known 
by his many ways.  When you make a vow to God, do not delay 
to pay it.  For he has no pleasure in fools.  Pay what you have 
vowed.  It is better not to vow than to vow and not pay.  Do not 
let your mouth cause your flesh to sin, nor say before the 
messenger of God that it was an error.  Why should God be 
angry at your excuse and destroy the works of your hand?  For 
in the multitude of dreams and many words there is also vanity.  
But fear God.”  That word vanity is where I take my message 
from. 

 
The definition of vanity is emptiness, worthlessness or futility.  
This word occurs over 37 times in the Old Testament and mostly 
in the book of Ecclesiastes.  There was vanity as used in the 
Bible does not mean conceit or superiority complex like modern 
meaning of the term today.  When applied to persons it means, 
emptiness or futility of the natural human life.  Like in Job 
Chapter 7 Verse 3, Ecclesiastes Chapter 1 Verse 2, Chapter 2 
Verse 1, Chapter 4 Verse 4, and Chapter 1 Verse 10.  In these 
particular verses, you’ll see what Job and the others are saying, 
that life seems to have no real meaning.  That one day we’re 
going to have to give up this natural life.  So, if we hadn’t done 
what we’re supposed to be, it will be not.  Now, what I want to 
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bring to your attention is that we have too many people today 
that are living in vanity.  They are trying to live a life of our God 
being part of their life.  There are certain things that God 
consider as idols in our lives.  And there are many.  One of these 
things is power.  The ability or the strength to perform an 
activity or deed that gives power.  When you oppress someone 
with that power, that is wrong.  Many people don’t know how to 
use power.  They take advantage of other people.  And that has 
been done a lot in this country, and a lot in this world when God 
is not satisfied with it. The other is popularity.  Everybody 
wants to be popular.  Too many people wanted to be popular.  
People like Michael Jackson --  
 

00:10:01 
 
--who was one of the most popular persons but he didn’t have 
enough God in his heart to do the right thing.  We got to 
encourage our kids to obey God, to be fearful of God.  And if the 
popularity comes with that and that’s what it should be.  But 
popularity here as speaking in a Ecclesiastes is one of a 
derogatory negative nature. 

 
 Prestige.  Too many people want prestige in life.  They want 

people to look up to them just because of who they are.  Just 
because of their name or just because of some deed that they 
have done for someone.  That’s not what God wants, he wants us 
to be humble.  He said, unless you come as a child and honor 
yourself and be a servant and do it to the least of those who need 
it.  This is what God is saying.  Then you know one of the most 
prestigious guys in the Bible was King Agrippa.  He wanted to 
take over (00:11:19).  And he wanted to become king of all the 
land and he wanted to spread a war.  He didn’t follow his advice 
that his Caesars gave him to not engage in a war, to be friendly 
and humble to people.  He wanted to take control.  And so, the 
night when all of the king met with King Agrippa and they 
bestowed up him gifts of gold and silver of their particular 
country.  When he accepted them and want to proclaim him to 
be god, King Agrippa died.  He died because he had too much 
prestige, too much popularity, too much covenants in his heart.  
He wasn’t humble enough to see that his people needed some 
serenity, some love.  We as parents and as citizen need to know 
that this world needs love.  It needs people who can give up 
themselves at their heart and to put God ahead of their lives. 
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The fourth thing that messes people up is money.  The Bible has 
said that the love of money is the root of all evil.  But Proverbs 
13:11 said, Who wants us that, “Wealth gained by dishonesty 
will soon diminished.”  After today, there are many people who 
are falsifying your credibility by stealing your credit card, theft 
identity.  You misuse your name.  Give it to credit agencies and 
people who like to exploit(ph) it.  I say to you today, that one of 
the worst thing that was ever made was a credit card.  They 
even give them to our kids now in high school.  Not even -- 
they’re making a mistake before they even get in a college.  Now, 
that’s why it’s going to become the responsibility of the church to 
teach finance, yo teach you how to use your money, how to 
support your neighborhood and your people.  But people are 
misusing this money. 

 
 Jealousy.  Jealousy is one of the things that also hurt us as a 

people.  We really hate to see someone acquire wealth or acquire 
knowledge.  A move up in the world.  Why?  Because we have 
these human priorities that said that it should be ours.  God 
don’t want that.  He wants you again to be humble.  To accept 
the mission in your life.  If you don’t know what that mission is, 
ask God and he will soon let you know.  You need to be around 
people like people here at the Arch --  

 
00:15:01 
 

-- who love people, who go out in the community and do things to 
help people to lift them up.  God know this is a great deal but 
the ministry that you have here is greater than this building 
could ever be.  So, we pray that you will contend to go out there 
and administer that gospel that he has given you.  That it might 
become a beacon to all who believe in the name of God. 
 
Many people in our society use these negative vibrations of 
vanity in their lives.  These five things that I have just 
mentioned and many others are the things that are negative 
that hurt our society. 
 
The richest man in the Bible was King Solomon.  Many have 
said that King Solomon was black and we know that King 
Solomon was David’s son.  We know that King David had seen 
God, told him that he couldn’t build the castle that he wanted.  
So, he gave his son King Solomon that right and he asked 
Solomon, what do you want in life?  Solomon said that he 
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wanted knowledge.  He wanted knowledge.  Not only did he give 
him knowledge.  He gave him many richness.  He gave him gold, 
silver and he misuse a lot of what God gave him because he had 
all of the women and everything else that he wanted in life.  But 
he soon found out that all of this was vanity.  So, he is the one 
who wrote the book of Ecclesiastes and talks about this vanity, 
this void in man’s life.  This void that although you have 
everything, if you don’t have God as a part of your life, you’re 
going to fail.  Solomon was that king.  One of the things that 
Solomon said was rejoice when he learned that life was more 
than this vanity.  He said, rejoice, do good, live joyfully.  He said, 
fear God and keep his commandments because the skepticism in 
this spare will melt away when life is view as a daily gift from 
God. 

 
 This life, this breath, every breath we breathe is important in 

God’s side and if one has a natural learn, neither this is 
important in your side because if your breath -- if you lose your 
breath, you’re going to die.  And hopefully, if you die today, 
you’re ready for your mecca and that mecca is God Jesus Christ.  
God wants us to love one another.  He wants us to be humble.  
He wants us to live in harmony.  He wants us to glorify his son 
Jesus Christ.  He wants us to feed the poor, to aid the poor.  The 
sick (00:18:38).  He wants us to rely on his son Jesus Christ who 
already paid the price for us to live and not live in vanity. 

 
 God wants us to realize their prayer is the communication voice 

for God.  That prayer is personal and as a Christian, we 
recognize our dependency on him, on Jesus Christ.  So, we 
develop faith in him and we are assured by the scriptures that 
he is personal living active in our lives and can hear and help us 
in anything that we need to do.  Jesus Christ can be that for you 
today.  Therefore, we can worship him and know that he is the 
divine creator of this world. 

 
 We also know that confession to him bring awareness to God -- 

to God holiness in our lives, that he has admiration as he 
demonstrated his love in the gifts of his son Jesus Christ.  
Therefore, we can live a life of praise for him.  This is the 
natural outgrow for faith -- worship and confession and 
adoration. 

 
00:20:00 
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And our prayers will be more effective and they will be more 
powerful.  The prayer of the fervently will be the one to survive.  
Through the sacrifices of his life, he wants us to fear him that 
we will do what is right and just in his sight and not in man or 
things.  For the fear of God is the beginning of knowledge.  For 
on the resurrection day, God will bring everything into 
judgment.  Everything that we’ve done is going to be put before 
us that we can see it.  So why should we continue to do what’s 
wrong when we can ask God to come into our lives and be an 
inspiration to us and show us what’s right. 

 
 You should not want to live apart from God.  For having him as 

your life is everything.  As I said to Reverend Bronner, and I 
said to Gerald this morning my message will be very short.  And 
even though my method is just about vanity, it’s about you being 
in touch with God on a very personal basis.  That’s why if I don’t 
do anything else today, I want you to know that God is waiting 
on you.  He is calling for you.  He wants you to come and be a 
part of him.  He wants you to receive some of his riches and 
glories in heaven.  He wants you to be prepared down here while 
you’re here.  That’s why we have these men of God whose given 
their life for God. 

 
 So, in closing, I would like to give you a poem that I heard 

recently about “Whose Hands” that many of you have already 
heard this.  But I think its worst saying today. 

 
 A basketball in my hand is worth about $19.  A basketball in 

Kobe Bryant’s hand is worth about $30 million.  It depends on 
whose hands it’s in.  A baseball in my hand is worth about $6.  A 
baseball in Mark McGwire hands is worth for about $19 million.  
It depends on whose hands it’s in.  A tennis racket is useless in 
my hand.  A tennis racket in Venus Williams’ hands is a 
championship winning.  It depends on whose hands it’s in.  A 
rod in my hand will keep away a wild animal.  A rod in Moses’ 
hand will part the mighty sea.  It depends on whose hands it’s 
in.  A sling shot in my hand is a kids’ toy.  A sling shot in 
David’s hand is a mighty weapon.  It depends on whose hands 
it’s in.  Two fish and five loaves of bread in my hands is a couple 
of fish sandwiches.  Two fish and five loaves of bread in God’s 
hand will feed 5,000 or more.  It depends on whose hands it’s in.  
Nails in my hand might produce birdhouse. Nails in Jesus 
Christ’s hand will produce salvation for the entire world.  It 
depends on who hands it’s in.  As you see now, it depends on 
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whose hands it’s in.  So put your concerns, your worries, your 
fears, your hopes, your dreams, your families and your 
relationship in God’s hand because it depends on whose hands 
it’s in. 

 
And you know, it’s in God hands.  It’s all in his hands. 

 
 When I think of my mother, I love her dearly, but she had some 

problems and issues with alcohol.  And I said I will not be going 
to say it to God want me to say.  And I pray it every day that my 
mother would change.  She was a good mother but she had this 
alcohol problem.  My father, he was always there for us and he 
loved her. 

 
00:25:00 
 

He took care of her and he took care of us.  My parents and my 
family, even though we have alcoholism in our family, we still 
love and care for one another.  We look after our mother and we 
took care of our father.  We’re still taking care of both of them 
and they’re still with us.  And my prayer to God was that one 
day my mother would stop drinking and I can see what he’s done 
for her today.  She no longer drinks.  And I know that she could 
have been taken away a long time ago but I know what’s 
affirmative prayers of those who care for her and who love her.  
People like me and my family and Mrs. Robbie Bronner.  She 
knows her well because she has a good spirit but she has a 
problem.  There are people today who need to be in God’s hand.  
I’ve seen people that have been attached to drugs and have lost 
everything.  They lost their families and they need help and it’s 
up to us to provide this help for them. 

 
 Just recently I was in (00:26:38).  I saw a man who had 

everything.  A millionaire, but he let drugs to get into life and he 
get start messing with a wrong friend and he is about to lose 
everything.  He has a good wife and a good family.  So, I say to 
you today, go out there and help someone if you can.  Keep God 
on your heart and he will direct your mind. 

 
 And as I said before, my mother, one of the things that she’d 

always said that I had in mind was when I read this poem about 
whose hand it’s in, one of the things always she was saying, He 
got the whole world in his hand.  He got you and me brother in 
his hand.  He got the whole wild world in his hand.  He got you 
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and me sister in his hand and he wants us to be that beacon 
light that continues to shine and let me know that he lives 
within our hearts today.  So, thank you, the Arc.  I hope I’ve said 
something that will help you.  This is what God has desired on 
me and I give it to you.  God bless you and thank you.  Amen. 

 
00:28:34 
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