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Cal Hardy: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the 

word.  Amen.  Amen. 

 

We’re going to look at scripture tonight in the Book of Psalm 

Chapter 55 Verses 1 through 8 with the scripture reads, we’re 

going to move quickly for time’s sake.  In Psalm Chapter 55 Verse 

1, it says, Give ear to my prayer, oh God and hide not thyself from 

my supplication.  Attend unto me, and hear me, I mourn in my 

complaint, and make a noise; because of the voice of the enemy, 

because of the oppression of the wicked, for they cast iniquity 

upon me, and in wrath they hate me.  My heart is sore pained 

within me, and the terrors of death are fallen upon me.  

Fearfulness and trembling are come upon me, and horror hath 

overwhelmed me.  And I said, oh that I had wings like a dove, for 

then would I fly away, and be at rest.  Lo, then would I wander 

far off, and remain in the wilderness.  Selah.  I would hasten my 

escape from the windy storm and tempest.   

 

Tonight, I’m going to speak to you from the subject of confronting 

reality because what I have come to realize is that, we generally 

don’t have a problem with reality until we come face-to-face with 

opposition until we do with situations that threaten our 

happiness, our contentment and our comfort, then reality seems 

to become something that we don’t want to deal with.  Will these 

turn out to be something other than what we thought they would 

be?  We want to run away in hopes of finding something better or 

at least, getting away from the current situation.  We lack the 

courage and the confidence we need to confront our issues and our 

problems because as long as we have enough money, as long as 

our health is okay and seems like everybody like us, we’re okay.  

With the minute we discover something to the contrary, 

definitely, we want to take issue.   

 

I made up a list here of some things that we tend to want to 

escape.  When it just gets too much for us to bear, we just want to 

run away from it.  Now, I don’t have even any particular order but 

if I had to put them in order, this thing would be number one, 

debt, money that we owe to IRS, bills and other folks that we owe.  

Embarrassment, I can think of several people around metro I 

learned that will look and escape embarrassment right about 

now.  Punishment, when we know we’ve done wrong and 

judgment has come and we want to take off and we want to run, 

it’s becoming too much for us to deal with.  Professional 

challenges.  This is stuff on a job.  When you feel like you know, 
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you’re under pressure to produce, unfair treatment and abuse 

from your employers and you just want to escape.  In fact 

sometimes, we do escape by just running out on a job, just quit 

because it just gets to be too much then a stress from 

relationships, obligations of time, money, how to get answers, just 

overall commitment and not to include nagging that you might 

experience from a relationship that you just want to escape.   

 

Then, there’s conviction of God, just the conviction that we get in 

our hearts over some pains and remember Adam and Eve when 

they were convicted by the sin that they committed when they 

disobeyed God, they hid as a way to try to escape God but because 

God is everywhere, you can’t escape God.  Some people in church 

do this when they spend too much time trying to serve in ministry.   

 

Let me explain.  Let me explain that, when we try to escape 

conviction by serving a ministry.  What they want to do.  They put 

so much time into the ministry to claim that they are working for 

God.  They get involved in one ministry after another.  

Sometimes, they’ll be involved in four or five ministries for they 

feel like if they serve God enough, they commit enough time to 

just service that God will excuse their sin and they won’t be 

feeling guilty about the stuff that they’re doing when they’re not 

in church.  So they try to overcompensate in this area, thinking 

that it will make up for this other area but it’s all a form of escape.   

 

We want to escape our tough decisions that we have make so if 

it’s bailing out a rebellious child is constantly in trouble, they go 

to jail and now you have to decide, you know, they’d been in 

trouble on and off, on and off , on and off.  Do I go and bail them 

out or do I leave them in there?  Let them learn a lesson.   

 

Tough decisions.  You know, we don’t want to -- we don’t want to 

make those decisions, we rather the situation work yourself out, 

pulling the plug on a family member that you love and I have to 

emphasize that you love because I know some of you will allow to 

pull the plug when you found a new (00:04:06), you can put them 

to a machine gun, but pulling the plug when a family member 

that you love or you didn’t love with your (00:04:13) is dead.  You 

know, I met a new guy, you really love him but he just learned 

(00:04:19) too much.  You got a tough decision.  You wish one of 

them will just quit you, okay.  You wish they will just quit you so 

you know, the decision would be made already but it’s a tough 

decision.  It is a tough decision.   
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Danger.  Danger which is defined as our liability or exposure to 

harm or risk.  Now, don’t get me wrong.  I believe in escape and 

danger.  In fact, if a tree falling in the building right now, I’m 

going to run out of here.  I’m not going to stand up and review the 

stuff, I’m going to run, I’m going to be ahead of you, okay.  So, we 

don’t know, we have to escape danger but then; however, there 

are times when God calls you to a fiery furnace.  He calls you to a 

lion’s den.  He’s not going to keep you out of it but he’ll keep you 

in.  We want to escape sickness and pain, how do we do that?  We 

want to take medication as a way of escape. 

 

00:05:00 

 

 It answers anything that makes us miserable, that’s what we 

want to escape.  However, there is a way for us to overcome our 

misery by confronting these things and take in charge of the 

situation.  Just think for a moment.  What if you are your way 

out?  We have to focus on us and get a grip on us before we can 

get a grip on the situation that we’re in.  Now, how do we try to 

escape some of these problems?  We ignore the problem.  Just 

simply try to slip it away.  Just try to forget about it.  Take the 

notices and throwing them in the trash can when you get it.  

That’s what we do.  You try to ignore the problem.   

 

What else we do?  We denied that the problem exist, you’ll say as 

if, you know, I don’t have a problem.  I am not got no debt.  

(00:05:37) you just tell yourself that you’re in denial.  We use 

drugs, alcohol and other triggers of euphoria and false reality.  

When you talk to a lot of drug addicts and alcoholics, they will tell 

you that, you know, I do it because you know, hey man, you know 

that I just want to escape, man.  I just got to get away and they 

do get away but not for long because you get away misery, but see 

the reality that you’re trying to escape is actually the reality is 

that you thought that you left, is actually the reality that was 

always there that you never left.  But in your mind, you thought 

you left and it only last for a moment or how will only last you for 

a moment and then you write that down to the same situation in 

having to do with the same issues of life that you were dealing 

with before. 

 

We dumped our problems off with somebody else.  One way that 

you know when somebody is trying to dump their problems off is 

when you look at you and they say, what am I going to do?  What 
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do you mean what you’re going to do, what you’re going to do?  

See, the only thing I can do is empower you to be responsible and 

to choose the best decision for you at that time.  You’d have to 

choose what you’re going to do but that’s what we do, we look at 

some, we want to, you know, we want them to figure out our 

problem.  You tell me what to do.  You fix this for me and that’s 

dumping and you know what, we even try to dump our problems 

off on God sometimes because we -- we feel like -- we feel like if 

we just turn it over to God that he’ll fix and then that would be 

less work that we will have to do. 

 

See, I was ministering this past Sunday and after we finished –

after we finish the ministry, guy came down and gave his life to 

the Lord, and after it was all over, he stayed and talked with me 

for a second and he confessed something to me and said, you 

know, that he was, you know, had been, you know, dealing with 

homosexuality and he had been struggling with it ever since he 

was 11 years old and he was talking about you know, how he had 

been molested and some things like that.  So he was giving me, 

you know, all of these but then, something should get a response 

from me when he said, well, I prayed about this thing and I’m just 

turning it all over  the God, you know.   

 

What do you mean you prayed but -- you turned it all over to God?  

There are stuff that that, there is more to just you can do.  There’s 

more, you just don’t pray and just turn over to God and expect 

God to fix you and fix your problems?  Now what about submitting 

yourself and becoming accountable to somebody?  Somebody has 

an anointing in that area.  You just can’t come and just submit to 

anybody because I mean, I don’t want to underestimate.  I don’t 

have any appointed about that.  I know nothing about that, trust 

me.  But you got to learn, yes, l learned how to strengthen God’s 

faith.  You got to, you got -- you got to start with -- you have to 

replace old mannerisms with new ones.  I mean, you know, I mean 

you got to work on your appearance, you got to work on your 

communication.  You need to start, you need to learn some things 

from straight God.  Hey, you act the way that you want to be and 

soon, you’ll be the way that you act, now can I get an Amen on 

this? 

 

All: Amen. 

 

Cal Hardy: Amen.  There’s more that you can do.  Don’t just pray and turn it 

over to God.   
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Suicide, that’s the ultimate escape.  Now, just one issue with 

suicide.  See, suicide is a permanent solution to a temporary 

problem, okay.  Yet, it leads to permanent problem with no 

solution.  You see, people want to commit suicide when they feel 

like they’re going through hell and you are going through hell may 

be, metaphorically speaking, but when you die and you commit 

suicide, you’re going to be going through hell literally, all right 

but it’s a -- it’s a fix to a temporary problem.  If you just only hang 

in there for just a little while longer.  God will see you, God will 

see you through this thing.  I mean it’s -- some of the thing and 

some of the things that people will commit suicide though is just 

ridiculous but we’ll get into that.   

 

But the ultimate escape that we attempt to make is really not 

even one that’s from our problems.  The ultimate escape that 

we’re trying to make is the one from responsibility.  When you boil 

it all down, what we’re actually trying to escape is responsibility.  

We know that there are certain things that we want to do that we 

have to deal with but we just simply choose not to do deal with it.  

So, the things that we know that’s required of us will be just don’t 

want to do them and some of us, we, we have to -- we have to feel 

like doing it before we do it rather than doing it because it needs 

to be done.  We all have to do things that we don’t feel like doing.   

 

Some of you probably didn’t feel like coming tonight, okay but, 

but, but you’re here.  Some of us, I mean, there are times when I 

wake up in the morning and I love my job, I really do, I love my 

job, I love my boss but there had been times I might have been up 

late doing something and you know when the clock went off, I 

mean, I was still sleeping.  I honestly didn’t feel like going to work, 

okay but I get up and go because I know I have to go.  I got my 

family that I have to take care of.  Okay, I got to turn some 

resources for that day -- 

 

00:10:00 

 

-- so that I can sustain my living.  We simply don’t want to take 

time to seek out the most appropriate action and take it.  We see 

the spirit of responsibility knows that there is a way for you to 

accomplish everything and until we rise up, become the 

responsible men and women of God that he has called us to be, 

then, we are always -- failure is always going to be our result.  

Because we simply just refused to do the things that we know we 
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need to do.  Please make a note of this if you have pen and paper, 

responsibility demands a response.   

 

 Responsibility demands a response.  See, one true sign of 

responsibility is that everything you do, you bring it to a 

completion which means that nobody has to come behind you and 

clean up behind you.  Nobody has to come behind and fix stuff 

that you broke in and that you -- you jacked up.  They can -- they 

know if you’re a responsible person, they know that you’re going 

to handle your business.  They know that when you finish, 

everything is going to be the way that it’s supposed to be.  But I 

believe it’s fear that actually keeps us from tapping into the 

courage that we need to confront reality.  We’re just simply 

scared.  I see your fears makes it easy, your fear makes it easy for 

you to (00:11:00) excuses for your irresponsibility.   

 

Myles Munroe said in his book, Burden of Freedom, he said, it’s 

not what you are that holds you back, it’s what you think you are 

not.  Let me explain it.  If you think that you are not competent, 

if you think that you’re not knowledgeable, if you think that 

you’re not strong, if you think that you are not ready, you’re going 

to refrain from confronting the reality that you know you have to 

deal with, because you feel like you just -- you just can’t handle it 

and when you walk away from it, failure is going to automatically 

be your result because you haven’t done anything to try to achieve 

victory in that area or over that thing.   

 

Now, when you come on to pressure, you have to become proactive 

and take a creative and strategic approach or else, the situation 

will get a grip on you instead of the other way around.  God has 

called you to have a grip on the situation and what I have 

identified, of five things here that you really need to be able to 

confront reality.   

 

The first thing you need is a positive attitude.  Now, turn in the 

Book of First Samuel Chapter 30.  Let me show something real 

quick here and you really, really need to remember the scripture 

here, starting at verse 1, it says, And it came to pass, when David 

and his men were come to Ziklag on the third day, that the 

Amalekites had invaded the south, and Ziklag, and smitten 

Ziklag, and burned it with fire.   
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And had taken the women captives, that were therein, they slew 

not any, either great or small, but carried them away, and went 

on their way.   

 

So David and his men came to the city, and, behold, it was burned 

with fire; and their wives, and their sons, and their daughters, 

were taken captives.   

 

Then David and the people that were with him lifted up their 

voice and wept, until they had no more power to weep.   

 

And David's two wives were taken captives, Ahinoam the 

Jezreelitess, and Abigail the wife of Nabal the Carmelite. 

 

And David was greatly distressed; for the people spake of stoning 

him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for 

his sons and for his daughters, and this is the key part right here, 

but David encouraged himself in the Lord his God.   

 

So you’re not going to always have some people around you to 

encourage you.  You’re not going to always have some people 

around you trying to empower you and speak the things for you.  

Sometimes, you can be in the midst of people that want to tell you 

just like David was.  Nobody was speaking the word of God to him 

at that time.  Nobody was encouraging him.  Nobody was telling 

him, that’s okay, David, you know, God is going to make a way.   

 

The only thing that they discussed at that time was what they -- 

how they wanted to tell him and see sometimes, you’re going to 

be, you may be in situations where you are just simply going to 

have to encourage yourself.  You’re going to have to find the 

strength you need within.  That God has actually already placed 

there but then you just need to tap into but that’s what you’re 

going to need to be able to confront any of the situation, any other 

problems that you’re going to have to deal within life.   

 

You see, circumstances don’t bind you, it’s your thoughts 

concerning the circumstances that bind you.  Because when you 

start thinking like a victor and believing that you have the 

victory, that you will know that no matter what it is, that you’re 

going to confront, no matter what it is that you have to deal with, 

you’re going to come out on top.  It’s just a matter of time.  You 

are going to come out on the top.  Number two, insight and 

understanding.  Who, what, when, why, and how.  How did you 
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get into this mess?  When did it first start to happen?  Where were 

you when it happened?  Why do you think it happened?  You have 

to get some understanding.   

 

Bishop, he often mentions this quote from Charles Kevin that 

says, “a problem well-defined is a problem half solved,” which 

means that if you can just get a good grip on what’s the problem 

is, now, you got to be responsible as you do that or else, everybody 

else is going to be the problem.  Everything else around you is the 

problem and you will refuse to look within.  So, we have to be 

responsible when we consider that to define what’s the problem, 

to define what the problem is.  Allows you think their spouse is 

the problem.  The spouse is not the problem.  They think that 

children is the problem.  The children is not the problem.  They 

think their employer is the problem and the employer is not the 

problem.  You just, you’ve just been, you know, slothful may be 

and you just haven’t been focused on the job and your employer 

know what they hired you for and then you need to produce. 

 

00:15:00 

 

 So the problem is not the employer.  He’s not riding your back.  

May be it’s just you need, you know, get up, get on the go.  Number 

three, creativity.  And this is the ability to think of possible 

solutions and strategies.  Now, one area that I really believe that 

we have to start becoming a little more creative in as we’re 

thinking of possible solutions and strategies is in how we 

approach prayer.  Because I believe that so many times, just like 

when I was mentioning about the guy earlier you just turn it over 

to God and God fixed it.  You need to get a little more specific with 

God because you know, I was looking at how some of the men and 

women of God throughout the bible would pray and a lot of times, 

they prayed with more focus and -- and they thought of a solution 

to the problem and then they asked God to work that solution.  I 

can prove it to you.  In second Samuel, you don’t have to turn 

there.   

 

In Second Samuel Chapter 15, David was dealing with his son, 

Absalom who is trying to overthrow the kingdom at that time and 

take it over and Absalom was getting ready to invade Jerusalem, 

but David and his men had already fled Jerusalem but word came 

back to David that his son was -- was there trying to come and 

take over the kingdom and everything and he’s got word that one 

of his counselors which was Ahithophel, one of his former 
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counselor, one of David’s foremost counselors, was now teamed up 

with Absalom.   

 

When David heard this news, David prayed to God and he said, 

Lord, he said, "turn Ahithophel's counsel into foolishness."  So he 

thought of the solution.  He said, okay, you know if -- if Absalom 

is relying on Ahithophel for advise, no one in Ahithophel used to 

counsel me then that means, everything that Absalom is going to 

do now is going to have to follow through it in Ahithophel.  So, 

God said, “Make his counsel foolishness” and do you know, after 

he prayed that, the bible says, “he went up to the mountain to 

worship and as he went up to the mountain, one of his servants, 

I think it was Hushai, came to him, trying to join himself to David, 

and David said, “you know what?”, David recognized that he was 

the answer.   

 

He said, “listen, no, no, no,” he said, “you don’t need to come here 

with me because that you will just be a burden to me.”  He said, 

“I want you to go back and join yourself to Absalom.  Go back and 

join yourself to Absalom and he will, you know, confide in you and 

then he will use you, you will be the one that will convert me, that 

you will make me a wisdom of Ahithophel of foolishness (00:17:22) 

because once Absalom, he is the wisdom that flows out of your 

mouth.  He will disregard whatever Ahithophel -- Ahitophel has 

to say,” and that’s exactly what happened.   

 

He went back.  He joined himself to Absalom.  Absalom, he first 

acts Ahithophel, his advise but then, he acts Hushai, his advise 

and the advise of Hushai was totally opposite.  Then he said, “you 

know what, this -- this is my answer right here.”  And so, he was 

ready to cut Ahithophel, you lose because the advise that 

Ahithophel gave was just other than the ridiculous compared to 

what he got from Hushai but you see, he prayed with focus.   

 

Elisha(ph), in the Book of Second Kings Chapter 6, Elisha, when 

the men came to seek out Elisha to kill him and they came and 

surrounded the city.  You all remember the story.  Elisha served 

it, went out early in the morning and he looked and he saw the 

city surrounded by all of these soldiers, ready to come in and 

attack him and he turned to Elisha.  “Elisha, what are we going 

to do?  And Elisha told him, “you know, there’d be more with us 

than are against us” and he prayed, Lord open his eyes and he 

prayed for him, his eyes were opened and then he saw all of these 

horsemen, you know, around Elisha in the spirit, okay.  
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But Elisha, when he saw the whole city surrounded, he said, 

“Lord, strike them with blindness.”  So now, David struck, you 

know, stricken with blindness that he could still see, okay, you 

know, like -- like, you know they -- they can still see these chairs 

and they can still see the stand but they were blind as to who 

Elisha was.  So, Elisha actually confronted them and then said 

this, I know where the men is that you’re looking for and he fooled 

them.  He took them into the place where now, they were about 

to be attacked but they never get attacked as David said, I mean, 

Elisha commanded the team there, listen, don’t attack him and 

just beat him, you know, be good to him(ph) and then release 

them on their way and that ended that.  But do you see how he 

prayed?  He said, “Lord,” he thought about it was set and he said, 

“Lord, you can strike them with blindness.”  

 

So he prayed before this and -- and the bible says that God did, 

according to the words that Elisha state.  And I mean, you know, 

I don’t mean to preach anything that sounds like heresy but you 

have to know how to be with command to handle God.  You have 

to know how to hear the command the hand of God.  You have the 

authority to be able to do that.  So you have to put more thought 

into your prayers.   

 

The fourth thing you need, you need vision, to help keep you 

motivated.  Now, this is not to be mistaken for a positive act 

because the lousy would think that vision is just simply having a 

positive attitude.  No, it’s having a positive attitude that will 

usher you into your vision but the two are different and the vision 

is your ability to simply see your way out.  It is where you see 

yourself outside of your problem.  See, God will give you a word of 

prophecy many times to inspire a vision --  

 

00:20:00 

 

-- because he wants to help you to get focused on where you’re 

going.    Give you something to -- give you like an anchor so that 

when you’re going through the tough times and you’re 

experiencing pain, you know that -- that is just could make you 

an uneasy and uncomfortable and that seem to discourage you, 

that you can stay focused and you know where God’s going to take 

you.   
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You see, it’s vision that was what Joshua had.  Not, Joshua but it 

was, it was vision that the one we had to dream.  Joseph, no, it 

wasn’t Jane, I know it wasn’t Jane, thank God but that’s right.  It 

was, it was, it was, it was his vision that he have that God showed 

him and that’s what was his anchor that kept him when he was a 

slave and part of his house.  When he was locked up in prison.  It 

was the vision that he had.   

 

Number five is your ability to see and manage your resources 

effectively.  We must learn to be able to recognize resources and 

we have to realize that resources go beyond just what is ours.  And 

right now, we are closing out here, we are the beginning, we’re 

running out of time but we want to invite you to tune in.  You can 

contact us on the web at airjesus.com and you can simply type in 

order number 6225.  If you want to hear this message in its 

entirety.  We thank you for tuning in to Brothers of the Word 

because brother, you need the word. 

 

Now, resource is any asset that’s available to you.  It’s not just 

your money but it can be somebody else’s money.  It’s not just your 

wisdom but it could be somebody else’s wisdom.  We just need to 

know how to be able to reach out and tap in to what we need.  A 

resource is any -- is any asset that’s available to you.  Any asset 

that’s available to you, whether you own it or whether it’s 

somebody else’s because sometimes, you have to be like the lady 

who went and borrowed vessels to pour all into so that she could 

sail her way out of her problem.  Because sometimes, you know, -

- you know, recent, you just don’t look just around it what you 

have.  Look beyond what you have. 

 

See, a good -- a good manager knows how to make good use of 

everything that’s under his command, a good steward knows how 

to effectively maximize the resources that at his disposal.  

Nothing will be wasted and good management simply are trying 

to get resources.   

 

Now, I want to take you to Ephesians Chapter 6 really quick as 

we get ready to close.  Ephesians Chapter 6.  Now, in Ephesians 

Chapter 6, we’re going to look at verse 10 where it says, “Finally, 

my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.  

Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand 

against the wiles of the devil.  For we wrestle not against flesh 

and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the 

rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness 
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in high places.  Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, 

that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done 

all, to stand.”   

 

Make sure you underline having done all, having done all.  I want 

to read verse 13 and amplified, it says, “Therefore, put on God’s 

complete armour that you may be able to resist and stand your 

ground on the evil day of danger and having done all the Christ’s 

demands to stand firmly in your place.”  He says, “having done all 

the Christ’s demands.”   

 

See, some of us don’t want to do all that the Christ’s demands.  

Well see, if you noticed here, it’s right after he tells you that, that 

is called, going into a stand.  Then he says, “stand therefore, 

having your loins girt about with truth.”  It goes there to 

describing what the armour of God is.  Because let me tell you 

something.  The real battle starts after you have done all.   

 

So we think that when we’re doing all of that, that’s the real battle 

because you see, when you’re doing all of this, you really operating 

your strength -- your strength when you do an option, what you 

are supposed to do because if you’ve been a responsible individual, 

you’re responsible for operating, for doing everything that you 

know to do, okay.  But it goes, it had -- it said, having done all to 

stand then he starts describing what his army is, because if after 

you have done everything and you seem like you haven’t gotten 

where you need to get to, that the enemy is now going to turn the 

heat of because you feel like what else is there to do?  I mean, I’ve 

done everything I know to do. 

 

So that’s when you’re going to be most likely to enter into 

discouragement and start becoming depressed, start feeling like 

you know, you’re just hopeless and if there’s nothing else you 

could do, that’s when the image going to turn up the heat on you.  

That’s why he started describing what the armour of God is 

because when it’s that time, that’s when the battle starts and 

that’s when you’ll going to have to what -- just like enemies turn 

up the heat on you, you’ll going to have a turn of the heat on him, 

okay.   

 

Because if you -- if you fall weak, if you have done all and you fall 

weak at that time because you have done all and you haven’t seen 

any results, the enemy is going to stop honing in on you because 

then you’re going to start asking all these questions well, am I 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/6225.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/6225.mp3 

 

cursed?  You know, what’s -- what’s going on here?  Is there a way 

out?  I mean, is this my death?  Is this going to be the end? 

 

00:25:00 

 

 But right at that time, right at that time, you’ll going to need to 

be able to turn the heat up on him.  Now I believe in teaching a 

balanced message.  There are some situations that you’re going to 

find yourself in no matter how well you manage your life.  You 

can be the most responsible individual who would make do 

everything you’re supposed to do, set money aside (ph), take -- 

take your vitamin every day, okay.  You know -- you know, 

walking around, you know refrain from -- from backbiting and 

lying and cussing and whatever else.  You could do everything, 

feel like you’ve done everything right and no matter how well 

organized you are, there’ll going to be some things that you’re 

going to experience that it just totally beyond your control.  

Situations that you just going to be thrust into.   

 

Even though you’re very responsible, you have done your best to 

organize your life.  You have done your best to be responsible.  

You’ve done your best to make good decisions, but there still some 

situations that you’re just going to enter into and it’s going to 

seem like man, why is this happening to me?  This is not supposed 

to happen to me.  How did that go to find something in me?  I 

exercise.  I don’t eat fried foods.  I eat all my fruits and vegetables.  

Why am I sick, okay?  I saved money all the time.  I don’t waste 

money.  I only buy what I need.  I got to be (00:26:19).  Now why 

is it that I’m coming of short?  This is not supposed to happen to 

me.  This is supposed to happen to some of the folks over there 

who’s always buying stuff that they don’t need and don’t know 

how to save and invest, who don’t have no kind of concept that 

future, this is supposed to be happening to him but not me. 

 

But sometimes, you just get threw out into some situation.  You 

see, life is going to throw you some curve balls.  Some, of course, 

you’re not going to be able to see.  Some, you will see but you’re 

going to miscalculate the spin(ph) and the impact.  Some you will 

see but you just going to miscalculate.  You thought it wasn’t 

going to be bad as it look at first but it was a little bit more than 

you could bear.   

 

See, your life is made up of seasons that you go through.  Seasons.  

There are times in Ecclesiastes, Solomon (ph) described it so well 
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in Ecclesiastes Chapter 3 when he was talking about you know, 

to everything there is a season of time to every purpose on the 

heaven and time to be born, time to die, time to plan, time to pluck 

up and so forth.  So he begins to -- describing these seasons in life.   

 

Now, do you want to know how we have seasons?  Let me explain 

to you.  As you know, the earth revolves around the sun, okay.  

The earth makes one full turn in 24 hours.  Hence, you know, 

during at one point of the day, you know, where we are just facing 

the sun which we have, right, then which made a half-turn, it’s  

nighttime so we can’t see the light, it comes back around and then 

we’d (00:27:41) day again, okay.   

 

Now, it takes 365.25 days for the earth to make one revolution 

around the sun, okay.  Now, what causes the seasons?  Well, the 

earth is not -- when we think of the earth’s rotating around the 

sun, they think of it rotating like this, okay.  Like, straight up and 

down and is rotating like this and the earth is not rotating like 

that.  The earth has a tilt at 23.5 degrees and it’s rotating like 

this, so that at one part of the year, the northern hemisphere is 

closer to the sun and is facing the sun but as it goes around the 

northern hemisphere, because I said northern hemisphere 

because that’s where we are.  We are in the northern hemisphere.   

 

When it makes, at a certain part of the year known as fall and 

winter, it start, the northern hemisphere is away from the sun.  

We still get light because this earth still rotating but is away from 

the sun.  So therefore, we’re not experiencing the heat that we 

experienced in the summertime, so it’s a little cooler.  So actually, 

the seasons come about.  The only reason we have the season is 

because of the tilt.  The tilt of the earth (00:28:53) just simply 23.5 

degrees and simply because if it wasn’t tilting, it would rotate like 

this and the weather would be the same all the time. but because 

of the tilt, that’s why we experienced the seasons of our life.   

 

Now, what I want you to do is to look at yourself as being the 

earth and look at the sun as being God.  Just for a moment so we 

can understand the spiritual principle here.  See, your life 

revolves around everything you do in life, everything that you 

become revolves around your identity in him.  Revolves around 

your purpose in him.  You have to keep God at the center of 

everything you do.   

Now, the appearance of it seems like it’s kind of imperfect simply 

because of that tilt, but actually, it is perfect(ph) because that’s 
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how God designed it to be, okay.  Now, I got a question for you.  

How many of you sometimes feel like you’re going through 

changes because there may be like a character flowing your life, 

some kind of a weakness that you have, something that you’ve 

been dealing with that you just can’t seem to shake and you know, 

it’s sending you through changes like a tilt.  There’s a tilt in your 

life.   

 

00:30:00 

 

Something that keeps you from being totally upright.  Because let 

me tell you something, anything that’s totally upright like right 

now, see, I’m standing on my own two feet and see when you tilt 

it, you’re dependent.  You need something to hold you up or else, 

you’re going to fall.  You need God to hold you up.  For some of us, 

we’re going through changes simply in our life, simply because we 

have a tilt.   

 

Now, I know some of you may say well, to argue that point, we’ll 

say, what do you mean because we’re not fully upright?  I mean 

the bible talks about, you know, being upright.  I mean, I thought 

of Psalm Chapter 112 Verse 2 says, “His seed shall be mighty 

upon the earth, the generation of the upright shall be blessed.”   

Proverbs 11:3 said, “The integrity of the upright shall guide them, 

but the perverseness of transgressors shall destroy them.”   

Proverbs 13:6 says, “Righteousness keepeth him that is upright 

in the way, but wickedness overthroweth the sinner.”   

 

All those scriptures but yet I hope you’re saying that you’re not 

totally upright, you’re tilted.  See, let me -- let me explain this to 

you.  See, you’re upright but you’re not 90 degrees.  You’re not 

perfect and something, there’s something -- there’s something 

that just a problem when they discovered that they’re not perfect.  

Let’s see, if you’re 90 degrees, you don’t need God, you stand on 

your own two feet.  You’re like this but it seemed you’re tilted.  If 

God’s don’t hold you up, you’re going to fall and you’re going to be 

destroyed.  You’re upright, you could still be upright and have a 

tilt.  Don’t think that you can’t be upright now but tilt, the earth 

is tilted but it’s still rotating, it’s still in place, it is the same foot, 

it’s doing the same thing, it was doing millions of years ago.  It’s 

doing the same thing it was doing with Jesus was walking the 

earth.   

God is, he is upholding it.  He’s upholding it, just like he’s 

upholding you and don’t think that because you’re going through 
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changes, okay and because you’re tilted, because you’re tilted that 

you can’t have victory in your life.  God is able to uphold you.  God 

is able to strengthen you and so, I just wanted to encourage you 

today.  I just want to encourage you today to not let your weakness 

make you weak.  Don’t let a weakness make you weak.  You could 

still be strong.  You can be strong, be strong in the Lord in the 

power of his mind.  You can be strong even though you have 

weakness.  You may be tilted but God is upholding you. 

 

And you may feel like there’s a flow in your life, but God has 

designed you fully equipped and able to complete his purpose for 

your life.  You are well able to do everything that God has called 

you to do, so walk out you’re calling in life.  Be a victor.  Confront 

your reality.  You have no mean(ph) to escape.  You are able to 

handle everything that you’re going to go through.  All you need 

is just those five things to be able to confront your reality.   

 

Reality is not something that you can just run away from.  It’s 

going to beat you.  It’s not going anywhere.  You can call yourself 

escaping to wherever you’re going to go, you’re only going to be 

there a few minutes.  You’re only going to be there just -- just, just 

a little while.  You’re going to find yourself right back where you 

were and until you can muster up the courage that you already 

have on the inside of you, until you can tap into that courage, tap 

into that power that God has placed on the inside of you, to be 

able to confront your reality, until you – until you do that, you’re 

going to be constantly defeated and trying to escape and you’re 

never going to escape.  Just know that God has given you what 

you need to confront your reality and to be a responsible 

individual to do what he has called you to do.  Amen. 
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