
23 
 

Sermon Title: 23 

Sermon Number: 6316 

Speaker: Pastor Hoke Smith 

 

 

 
Links to sermon–Windows Media Version is fastest download, MP3 is best audio quality: 

Windows Media Version http://www.theonlineword.com/s/6316.wma 

MP3 Version http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/6316.mp3 

 
 

AirJesus.com 
and 

TheOnLineWord.com 

 
 
 
 
 

                                               AirJesus.com                          TheOnLineWord.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother you need the Word! 

My name again is Pastor Hoke Smith and I'm the Pastor of Calvary Baptist Church. 

I'm so excited to be here in the presence of such anointed people and specially 

Bronner Family, one of the pioneers of entrepreneurship, a philanthropist in 

Atlanta, Georgia – and even the whole world. Thank you so much for those kind 

remarks Nathaniel and your young brother who is just bubbling over with wisdom 

and knowledge and understanding. 

It is my great joy and privilege to be here tonight to share with you just a word 

because the emphasis that this ministry is about is the word and I'm a true 

believer, it just only takes one word to any given individual. One word can 

revolutionize your whole life. I might say a thousand words here tonight, but it’s 

just one word meant for you. If that word doesn’t touch you, it’s touching somebody 

else. So don’t worry about the things that you don’t understand that I'm saying 

because that word is not for you. But there will be a word, I'm quite sure that will 

tickle you and open up an awareness of your understanding that can lead you to 

higher heights in your pursuit for prosperity in this place that we live in that’s 

called the earth. There is a word that I want to share with you. 

Briefly, Nathaniel came down to Calvary a month from this day – to celebrate my 

22nd anniversary and he brought to my awareness – the importance of numerology, 

the numbers Biblically connected with our walk. And he discussed 22, I’ve pastored 

there for 22 years. And 22 – he brought to my attention was a symbol of light. And 

it’s good to be knowledgeable of a process when you are walking in it and this was 

the completion of 22 years and I said to myself, ‘I walked through number 22 

without understanding that that was my year of light’. 

And I began to take on a quest to study my coming year because I want to be 

prepared to understand numerology in terms of my walk and what is it that I 

should expect and do in terms of my progress in that year. And I began to look at 

some books, my own personal library and I looked up the number and it blew my 

mind, it said death. And I said, ‘My God!’ I said, no – I won’t talk about death. And I 

tried to get out of this because I said, I'm not going to the Ark, to a funeral, we’re 

going for life. 

And I tried to find a way out. I went to other areas and I tried to study and I looked 

up and when I found out the completeness of that I saw that when there is death 

there is resurrection. So that gave me a confidence of knowing that I – is said I'm 

not going out here and preach folks about – or teach these folks about death because 

we want life. 

Nathan and I and several other people—we were discussing longevity and hoping to 

extend our years beyond what we see the norm is. A lot of people, in my belief die 

prematurely in terms of their life expectation and I wanted to search all of those 



areas where I can be knowledgeable because now – Nathaniel Bronner brought me 

to a point in my life where I have to examine numbers. I'm not talking about 

playing lottery. I don’t want you take these numbers and go and put in the lottery 

and so on such as that. But it’s important to understand numbers in the process of 

your divine movement or your walk in life. There’s nothing – no pressures than 

wisdom, knowledge and understanding. In all that you get, get understanding 

because once you learn, you have to apply. You have to apply what you know to be 

true through your experience in gaining wisdom and knowledge. 

Now, I began to look up this number 23 and one thing that was brought to my 

attention that the blood circulation throughout the body occurs every 23 seconds. 

That’s something important in our lives. There are 23 chromosomes in the human 

reproductive cells. That’s important to all because that’s life and the earth rotates 

on a 23.5 degree angle. That was important to me and to write 23 in Hebrew, they 

wrote Hebrew letters, KAPH and GIMEL this signifies the opening of the palm of 

the hand in act of lifting up—In this case, dealing with the number 23 lifting up 

from death or deliverance from certain things that will cause death. 

In John 3:14 John said, ‘And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even 

so must the Son of man be lifted up’. Brother you need the word. In the beginning 

was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God. John 12:32 says, 

If I – that is the word ‘logos’ be lifted up from the earth will draw all men unto me. 

Now, I began to examine all this and especially in the City of Atlanta in the 

surrounding counties, the statistics is frightening with – especially our young black 

African American men. Statistics says that every five hours, a black youth is a 

homicide victim. Everyday a black person under 25 dies from HIV and AIDS 

infection. 

Now we are talking about delivering and picking up. The number one cause of death 

for African American males in the age of 15 to 34 is homicide, not counting high 

blood pressure, stroke, sugar, cancer, obesity – all that can lead to death. There are 

some people who are divinely appointed physically to die for a cause. The disciples, 

except John, they die at an early age. The apostle Paul said in 2 Timothy 4:6-7 “For 

I am now ready to be offered and my time of departure is at hand. I have fought a 

good fight. I have finished my course and I have kept the faith. 

Martin Luther King Jr. was struck down by an assassin bullet at the age of 39. 

Also, these had premonitions of their death. God had prepared them to leave. Now 

myself personally, I feel that my premonition is above. I wouldn’t call to leave early. 

Say Amen – ‘Amen.” In Genesis 6:3 says this, “And the Lord said, My spirit shall 

not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an 

hundred and twenty years.” Now a lot of people might have a problem with that 

idea, that might be a discussion or a debate that is impossible during these times 

that a person can live to be 120 years old. Now, some people would discuss in a 

debate that that’s Old Testament and I try to make, kind of clear that God doesn’t 



change. He’s the same yesterday, he’s the same today and he had been the same 

forevermore. God doesn’t make mistakes. Now if he were to change what he has 

placed in a law – then he would tell me and say, “Well, I was wrong. Let me change 

this”. So God doesn’t change, everything that he does is truth and his truth is 

everlasting, so I choose to believe the report of the Lord, now I don’t know whether 

I'm going to live to be 120 but I'm going to believe that I can live to be 120. 

Now, in Romans 6:23. “For the wages of sin is death [that could be either element, 

that could be spiritually or physical]; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.” There are sins that we need to be pulled out of that we don’t live 

in. Now that brought me to this process of what the pulpit is. This is a serious – this 

area here is a serious anointing. It’s literally a pit, that’s what you mean a pulpit. 

What we are to do is extend a hand by the word of God to pull people up out of their 

situations. Now, I found out in my ministry, it can be real hard because some people 

if you try to pull them up they will try to pull you. 

So I said it’s important to understand that this situation is a pit. And so we are to 

extend our hand and that hand has to have the word. I said – brother you need the 

Word. Now what are those things that we need to be pulled out of? There are 

certain things that we need to be pulled out of and I wish I had the time because 

that extends our longevity. Listen, we need to be pulled out by the Word. In Romans 

1:29, there are 23 areas that he speaks about that we need to be pulled out of. And 

that’s when I dealt with this number 23, there’s 23 distinct areas in those verses, 29 

to 32 that we want of and I will just name a few of them. One of them is wickedness, 

and that is our job as extending our hand as Pastors and Ministers with the word to 

pull out of wickedness or give you all enlightenment of how you can come out of 

some given situation because a lot of people don’t even realize that they are in 

things until light is shined on them and we are to magnify that light where you are 

able to be lifted up or delivered from a given situation that would ultimately cause 

you harm. 

When I mentioned in most people that – I see that in our area of prosperity, you see 

a lot of people are – you know, I tell my church this time and we have an exercise 

program and my wife Anne Smith has a beautiful process in terms of diet, certain 

things that you eat that would keep you healthy and we see our people that – a lot 

of them are overweight and that leads to areas that will cause detrimental problems 

– might be sugar, might be high blood – all of those things cause effect on our 

longevity when we are outside of God’s will. It’s wonderful to understand the will of 

God. Now, listen to this carefully, there are certain things – illogical that I know 

that’s not God’s will for my life. I realized that there are laws that we have to be 

governed by to keep us in God’s will. That’s one of the reasons why preachers or 

pastors are to share that light in order for you to stay in the will of God. 

Now, it doesn’t take rocket signs to figure out that. If I get up on top of this building 

and go and jump off and hit that hard concrete that there is something bad is going 



to happen to me. That’s what governing law of gravity. I'm going down. So I 

understand – I realized that and I don’t have to do that to understand that it will 

hurt me. The reason why I know because I’ve seen so many people who did know 

God’s law and didn’t abide by it jumped off and it ended their lives. 

So, I don’t have to take a gun and put it up my head and pull the trigger to find out 

to find out whether or not – that it would kill me. Those are governing laws of 

physics that help me understand that. Say amen, “Amen”. So greed, envy, murder, 

malice, gossip, slander, arrogance – all of those are evil spirits that will hinder our 

process in longevity. Now, in Psalms 90:10 it says – brothers I choose to believe 

God’s word in spite of how other people live, interpret and so on and you know that 

the system that we’re living in now is just – God’s word is not holding fast to a lot of 

folks, we want to change and so – but God’s word is – listen to what he said, he said, 

“The days of our years are three score years and ten.” Now I choose to believe that. 

In an argument that might be presented to me, I choose to believe that God 

promised me seventy years. I hear so many people say, tomorrow is not promised to 

you. If you are living outside of God’s law then tomorrow is not promised – but I 

choose to believe that as I abide and strive to walk in the will of God – then God will 

allow the process or his anointing to protect me and keep me to live out my days. 

I thank you for listening. If you want to hear this sermon in its entirety you can go 

to AirJesus.com and type in the Sermon # 6316. We thank you for joining us at 

Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the Word. 

 

 

Tonight we’ll be speaking from the subject of, “Straighten Up”. How many mothers 

desire to tell their children that? How many fathers decide to tell their sons that? 

“Straighten Up”. We’ll look at Scriptures tonight from the book of St. Luke the 13th 

chapter. We’re going to look from verses 6 straight on down. There are just some 

wonderful words here that the Lord wants to give us. And I know that tonight you 

will cast the revelation of what the Holy Spirit is saying. Luke 13:6 and it says, 

“[6]He spake also this parable; A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; 

and he came and sought fruit thereon, and found none.  7Then said he unto the 

dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit on this fig 

tree, and find none: cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground?  8And he answering 

said unto him, Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it: 
 9And if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down.” 

We’re going to put our car in park just for a second. And see an unproductive fig 

tree an unproductive life, one that has been hanging around for quite a while. One 

that has the ability to produce fruit, the ability to produce life but there is nothing 

there, there is a hindrance, this tree, and this life needs to straighten up. 



Let’s look a little bit further. And he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the 

Sabbath and behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity for 18 years 

and was vowed together and couldn’t no eyes lift up herself. And when Jesus saw 

her, he called her to him and said unto her, “Woman, thou art lose from thine 

infirmity”. And he laid his hands on her and immediately, say “immediately” – and 

immediately she was made straight and glorified God. And the rulers of the 

synagogue answered with indignation because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath day 

and said unto the people, there are six days in which men ought to work, in them 

therefore come and healed not on the Sabbath day. But let me tell you, any day that 

he healed is a good day. I don’t care what day it is. You’ve had a condition for 18 

years – any day is a good day. 

Halleluiah! And the Lord then answered him and said, “Thou hypocrite, doeth not 

each one of you on the Sabbath lose his ox or his ass from the stone and lead him 

away to watering? And old enough this woman being a daughter of Abraham whom 

Satan had bound low these 18 years be lose from this balm on the Sabbath day.” 

And when he had said these things all his adversaries were ashamed, and all the 

people rejoiced for all the glorious things that were done by him. 

Now let’s take a walk around, I love this. Let’s take a walk around. Here we see a 

woman – for 18 years, that’s a long time, 18 years, Jesus says that she has been 

bound by Satan for 18 years. Notice the position of her body, the Bible declares that 

she was bowed over. Amplified Bible says that she was bowed over so much that she 

could not in anywise straighten up. She couldn’t even look up. She was bowed over. 

She was completely bent forward or completely fixed forward in somewhat we could 

say of an ‘L’ position. Imagine that you’re in an ‘L’ position for eighteen years. Her 

head is somewhere between her waist and her kneecaps for 18 years. What would 

that mean? 18 years, she was not productive for 18 years, for 18 years she could 

only look to where she was and never to where she was going. 

This condition was probably manifested through some form or arthritis and it was 

probably too painful for her to straighten up. It caused way too much pain. Anybody 

ever had any back thing before? And it was painful that it was debilitating, so 

awful. So for 18 years she could only look at her feet, for 18 years, the only thing 

that she could see was her feet and possibly every once and a while. She was forced 

to look at her reproductive organ, seeing the deadness of her own womb and 

wondering could sums in dollars be birthed from this. But for 18 years, I’ve sought 

deliverance and could not find it, 18 years. It hurt me too much, I can hear the 

woman saying, it hurt me too much to look up from where I was to where I was 

going, and hurting me too much to think about the future. It hurt me too much for 

18 years I was stuck in this position bound by Satan. 

I can’t look forward to what might be. I can’t take opportunities that may come my 

way because I'm in this shape, 18 years of people laughing or pointing or staring at 

you – 18 years of them talking about you and ridiculing you and mocking you, 18 



years of that. Until finally, she heard that Jesus was in town. Oh glory to Jesus, 

Halleluiah! – Somebody that could straighten me up – that can help me stand. Now 

notice what the word says, I want you to see something here. As the Lord Jesus 

used a very descriptive language about this young woman, the Bible declares that in 

verse number 12 he tells her, “Woman, you’re lose from your infirmity”, he gives her 

a word. 

Now, we’re going to go back just for a moment, but notice, first of all, he gives her a 

proceeding word. It was the word that loosed her, and it was also a word that bound 

her. Notice here in verse 11, it says behold there was a woman which had a spirit of 

infirmity. Well I love words. So what I do, I go into the Greek and find out – Lord 

what does ‘had’ mean? What does it actually mean – it does mean had of course but 

it also means to hold or to take possession of. So this thing had her and she also had 

it. This also reveals something else to us – that in order for Satan to bind you or to 

hold you captive, he must do so with a lie, something that he can hold onto. He has 

to hold you with something. 

Look in the beginning of the very beginning how he tempted Adam and Eve, he did 

so with words and as his words come forth, they come forth as lies or even half 

truths. And if we take hold of those lies or half truths they will bind us. You see 

even as sure that we were doing fine until someone said you ought not play with her 

or him because they don’t look like you. Even as sure then, we knew no fear until 

someone said, until they said you’re not going to be – until they said you could be 

just like old uncle Joe, until they said, you’re going to be just like this and that. We 

will find until their words found the place in our hearts and bound us. We believed 

the lie and that lie calls us to bow over. And so for many years, many of us are 

bowed over. We have many gifts just like she has had, many gifts can do many 

things but was so afraid to do them because they may laugh at me. They may talk 

about me, so I’ll keep my gift. 

Oh your presence is needed there on the drama team, they think you’ll do a good 

thing. And you know and you know you can act because you act well like a drama 

queen, you know. You know you can act but – Oh I can’t do that, why – because of 

something that has been said, something that happened. 

So we see the church – a lot of believers bound, bent over. When it comes time to 

give the word of the Lord – the Lord gives you a word to give that co-worker – I 

can’t do that – bent over. But there has to come a time when we decide, ‘Devil, 

you’re not going to ride on my back anymore. I'm not going to be ridden anymore, 

you’re not going to bind me up anymore. I'm not a cased animal. I refuse to be 

bound by you. Let me give you a word of personal testimony because this speaks 

directly to me. 

For many years, the enemy had me bound because I had a stutter. I would stutter 

and I would stammer even back to my elementary school, I would stutter and 



stammer and I can see as if it was yesterday the teacher going around the room and 

saying, “Class, today we’re going to read” and boy, it filled my heard with panic. Oh 

my God, I’ve got to say something out loud before a group of people. Halleluiah, and 

so when my time came up, what happened – [stammering] and I could hear the 

snickering and the laughter of the children as they called me ‘All day Marc’. And I 

remember that going up into high school, having to get before a group of people to 

say a word – “Oh no I can’t do that” because I have been bound in my thinking that 

I had nothing to say that anybody wanted to hear. If I said it and they would laugh 

at me again. 

So every time the opportunity would come up, I would retreat into a stutter – I can’t 

–Until Jesus came in. Are you hearing what I am saying? For years, I had been 

bound up and still – occasionally, the enemy would try to come in my life with that 

mess. Let me give you another testimony. While I was pasturing – while I was 

pasturing there’s a woman that came to our food bank program and she said, Pastor 

I want you if you would please pray with my daughter – she’s in jail and they said 

that she murdered somebody and would you go and just pray with her. Fear came, 

“Huh! You want me? Well I have nothing to tell” but Pastor please, and she pressed 

and she pressed I said, Okay, I’ll go – fear gripped my heart. I went into the jail and 

I went back there and gave them my idea and told them who I was and who I was 

there to see and they let me go back. 

And I sat there in front of this young lady, she wore her orange suit and she did not 

look happy. And I sat there in front of her – praying God give me a word. And so I 

opened my mouth and stuttering and stammering came out. I thought Oh God I'm 

failing you, this woman needs a word and I can’t give it to her and I stuttered and I 

stammered and I said – Well, let me at least try to pray and I know the Lord would 

deliver it when I at least try to pray and so I put my hand there on the glass and I 

began to try to pray and I stuttered and I stammered – and the only thing that I 

could really get out was ‘Amen’. 

Well, she looked up with the biggest smile and here comes that old voice – you see 

they are laughing at you again. It deputy came and he said, it’s time. I said, thank 

God. While I drove out the parking lot and I went home and I just about cried – 

Lord, I tried, I tried, and he consoled me and I let it go. A year later, I saw her 

mother, and she says that her daughter was still talking about that. I said, what is 

she saying? She said, how you really blessed her that day, was there another 

preacher there on that day? No it was you, she said, you blessed her and she took 

that and it shrink in her and then it gone on me. 

While I was having a hard time on this side of the glass she was getting deliverance 

on that side of the glass. And it dawned on me that got didn’t need my gifts as much 

as he needed my availability. Because what I didn’t know is that I was sitting there, 

having the time of my life – oh having a rough time, the presence of God was filling 

the other side of the glass and it wasn’t my stammering that she was hearing. She 



was hearing prophetic utterances. God was ministering to her so even in my 

weakness was his strength made perfect. Are you hearing what’s being said? 

So many of us are afraid, bound by a lie that was told us but the question is, what 

are you afraid of? What lies are holding you in? I’ll be humiliated, they’ll laugh, I 

can’t do it, they’ll think that I just don’t know, what if they think that?  Is that the 

end of the world? What if they reject you? They are business of other people on this 

planet. What if all those things happen? 

You see I’ve learned to quantify my fears. Lord, what if this and that happens, then 

what? Well I won’t die, that’s a good start. Can you be comfortable with the bad that 

could happen? If you’ll never be comfortable with the bad that could happen, you’ll 

still be bent over for the rest of your life and you’ll wake up one day in your 70s or 

80s or 90s wondering what could have been, what you could have done. Instead say, 

Lord, if I stutter, I stutter, I'm still your son, I'm still your child. If I cry, if I giggle, 

people do strange things let me tell you now. When you’re under pressure, when the 

enemy is threatening you, if it happens let it happen but Lord I am going to go. I'm 

willing. 

One day we’ve got to decide and we’ve got to say – Lord if I die then I die but I'm 

going to do this. I'm going to serve you. We’ve got to realize that the Lord expects 

fruit from us. Are we going to be like the gentleman that has one talent and just go 

hide it and one day tell the Lord – Lord I would have but I was afraid so hid it. 

When are we going to be – begin to get comfortable with who God made us. He 

made you, I would go but how about my hair? I would go but I don’t have the right 

clothes, I would go but I don’t know enough Bible. I would this – but – but –but and 

we’ll be bent over for the rest of our lives. But here’s a word, in order for this woman 

to stand up and straighten up she heard another word from another voice. The Lord 

spoke to her – Woman, you’re loosed, and you’re free from this. You’re free but she 

was still bent over until he laid his hands upon her and helped her straighten up. 

Look it out with me in verse 13, and he laid his hands on her and immediately what 

happens? She was made strait and what happened – and glorified God. She didn’t 

glorify him before but the moment she straightened up then the glory came forth. 

Fruit began to grow, it glorified God, the Lord Jesus said, in St. John, he said, this 

is your father glorified when you bare much fruit, when you bare much fruit, this is 

how we are going to glorify God and don’t you know – in the greatest area of the 

greatest fight in your life, the greatest fight with the enemy is really just coming at 

your heart, that’s the area that he’s afraid and if he could pray, he is praying 

everyday – Lord please don’t let them find out who they really are. 

He’s assigning demons please, don’t let them find out what they can do, please 

whatever you do – voice I'm telling you keep them down, remind them of the past, 

have people to tell them that they can’t do this and that they can’t do that. You 

better not go, you better not go, they are assigned to hold you down. To keep you in 



that deep position but somebody is going to rise up and roar like a lion and refuse to 

be bound anymore. 

The Bible declares in the Book of Proverbs, he says the wicked flee and nobody is 

pursuing him but the righteous are bold has lions. It’s time to stand up and roar 

and roar. I maybe small but I'm powerful. My voice may squeak but God will use it. 

I will roar. Is anybody going to roar? 

Well here’s a great thing I'm telling you, after you hear this message, you will be 

tested. There will come an opportunity – you will have the same opportunity for 

years and sometimes we back down for years. But who will roar, who will roar? God 

is rising up in harmony, it was the roar that the inhabitants of Jericho heard when 

God’s people roared and the walls of the city fell down flat. It was the roar that the 

prison inmates heard when the doors were flinging open and chains were broken – 

hall in silence then roaring in praise in worship, it was the roar. Will you roar? 

Well our time is gone, but if you would like to hear this sermon in its entirety, all 

you have to do is log on to AirJesus.com and type in Sermon # 6315 and you can 

even send this message to a friend and remember these words as always. Thank you 

for joining us for Brothers of the Word because brother you need the Word. 

 

 


