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Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the word. 

 

Pastor Bronner has given you my name, Forrest J. Saffo. If you to want add on the 

end of it, Pastor Emeritus, New Mountain Top Baptist Church, where I was a senior 

pastor there for 42 years and the work continues. Amen. That’s one thing about 

being a soldier of the cross. You can’t ever retire. Your work just begins but it never 

runs out. There's always a battle to fight. 

 

So we’re here to thank you for -- thank Pastor Bronner for asking me, and I quote, 

“He couldn’t have otherwise had it not been ordained of the Lord.” How many of you 

know that the Lord orders our steps? And he lets us think we planned it. But truth 

be told, he orders our steps. 

 

I shall not be long. I never was a long-time preacher. I just say what I want to say 

because I’m going to leave it up to you what you do with what I say. I’m not going to 

come by and twist arms. I’m just going to say it and leave it to you to believe it, 

number one, and to accept it, number two. 

 

So today, I would be speaking to you from something that the Lord gave me in 

haste. So if he gave it to me in haste, I’m going to have to give it to you that way 

because as I were -- as I received the call, the invitation to come, then I had to get in 

a hurry and I say, “Lord, show me” because I’ve never tried to do this on my own 

because as he told Ezekiel, “You just tell them what I told you to tell them.” Don’t 

make up anything. And he also warned me, he said, “Do not be afraid of their faces 

because they are going to reject what you are going to say.”  

 

So turn with me, if you please, to the Gospel according to St. Luke Chapter 10, and 

this is probably a very familiar passage of scripture, but the Lord told me it’s what 

every Christian should know. Notice now, what every Christian should know. Does 

it say that every Christian knows it? It just says what they should know, and it’s 

found in the familiar passage of scripture found in Luke Chapter 10 beginning with 

Verse 25 and reading through Verse 37. And afterwards, I shall share at some 

length various takes or various verses from these takes to emphasize. 

 

Begin reading with Verse 25. It says, “And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and 

tempted him, saying, ‘Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?’” I’m reading 

from the King James, old King James Version, Verse 26, “He said unto him, ‘What 

is written in the law? How readest thou?’ And he answering said, ‘Thou shall love 

the Lord, thy God with all thy heart, with all thy soul, with all thy strength, with all 

thy mind and thy neighbor as thy self.’  And he said unto him, ‘Thou hast answered 

right. This do and thou shalt live.’ But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, 

‘And who is my neighbor?’ And Jesus answering said, ‘A certain man went down 

from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his 

raiment and wounded him and departed, leaving him half dead. And by chance, 
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there came down a certain priest that way and when he saw him, he passed by on 

the other side. And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on 

him and passed by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, 

came where he was and when he saw him, he had compassion on him. And went to 

him and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine and set him on his own 

beast, and brought him to an inn and took care of him. And on the morrow when he 

departed, he took out two pence and gave them to the host, and said unto him, ‘Take 

care of him and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay 

thee.’” 

 

Verse 36 reads, “Which is now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbor unto him 

that fell among the thieves?” It required an answer. “And he said, ‘He that showed 

mercy on him.’ Then said Jesus unto him, ‘Go and do thou likewise.’” 

 

What every Christian should know. Some of us has settled on the concept that we 

need to be a theologian to know truths that is in the Bible. No, that’s not what you 

need to be. You need to be born again. Being a theologian is not saying a man has 

been born again. You can be a theologian by your own strengths and methods. But 

to be born again, you have to be born by the Holy Ghost and you can’t contrast those 

two. Then what every Christian should know, it has to come from the word and be 

interpreted by the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Now, he uses the abilities that he was given to do that in order to clarify for you and 

I. No man can know what’s in the covers of the Bible until you read it. It doesn’t 

come by Moses. You have to get in the word, to study the word to know what the 

word is saying and allow the Holy Spirit to be the interpreter. 

 

So this morning, you are getting interpretations from the Holy Spirit as to what 

every believer ought to know or should know. And what we find in this text that we 

should know, it begins in the context of the scriptures itself. And if you notice Verse 

25, it begins by saying “behold”, thus saying “give attention to”, “be mindful of”, get 

a good understanding of what is about to be said. Behold, a certain man can identify 

anybody. A certain man, a certain person could be any one of us because no name 

given to personify, it certainly means that anyone that could fall into this category 

as being a certain person, but it says a certain lawyer. That’s the only identification 

that’s given to him, is that he is a lawyer. 

 

Now, what that means is not in the same context as we know lawyers in man’s law. 

But this was a lawyer who’s supposed to be able to interpret God’s law. In 

particular, the law of Moses. And his inquiry was that -- and his motive was that he 

was to tempt Jesus, tempting meaning that he’s going to try and he’s going to test 

him, he’s going to find out if he really knew or he was some fake or something just 

trying to -- like a whole lot doodoo. Tempting him, and Jesus was asking -- in other 

words, his question hangs on “What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” Well, just to 
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pose that question, “What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” shows a certain amount 

of ignorance as it relates to spiritual things. You cannot inherit eternal life. 

 

Pastor Bronner can’t leave you -- that’s what inheritance mean. It's what somebody 

before you left for you. Number one, you cannot inherit eternal life. Eternal life is 

not hereditorial. You have to get it for yourself. Mama can’t leave it to you. Dad, 

with all that money he got, he can’t buy it for you. And Granny, in all emphasis, she 

experienced life before you and can’t leave it for you. You must be born again 

personally -- you and I. So that what was his first mistake, was thinking that he 

could inherit it. 

 

How many of you all here today think you can inherit it? Now, that is not to say 

that there’s a whole lot you got to do from a human standpoint. But to inherit an 

eternal life, you got to be a member of the family. And when you’re born again, you 

become a member of God’s family. You become heir and join the heir with Jesus 

Christ. 

 

So now, you don’t inherit; you are born into it. It’s already yours. All you need to do 

is recognize that you have it. See, if you have a million dollars and don’t recognize 

it, you’ve got to admit you’re still broke. If you got a million, you got to know you got 

a million and you need to know what to do with it when you found out you got it. 

Are you all here with me? 

 

So his first mistake was that he could inherit it. Now, Jesus responded to that 

question by asking him a question, “What is written in the law?” What does the 

word say? What did God say about it? And of course, he cited a scripture taken from 

the Old Testament, taken from Deuteronomy and from Exodus where it concludes 

the commandments. First of all, it began by, as he did, “Love the Lord thy God with 

all thy heart, with all thy soul, all thy mind, and all thy strength,” right? In other 

words, that’s your total being. You love God with everything that is inherent in your 

human flesh then leave out everything. 

 

And then, he said in Matthew Chapter 19, he said -- and the second is like the first 

one, “Love thy neighbor as thy self.” Now, we are here this morning. How many of 

you are all here today thinking that you are answering those first three parts by 

loving the Lord with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and all 

your strength? I think most of us would attest to that by our presence here in this 

sanctuary. But then, how do you address the second part, which he said the second 

is like the first, love your neighbor as you love yourself? And that’s the point I want 

to make today. That’s what every Christian should know apart from -- may I say 

“added to” -- all you are doing for God is meaningless if you don’t include your 

neighbor. Can I get an Amen there? 
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That’s what every Christian need to know, is how active we have called ourselves 

responding to the first part of that commandment, how we respond to the last part, 

“Love thy neighbor as thyself.” Now, he thought he had done something. He felt 

like, “I got it now.” Then he looks at Jesus and say, “Who is thy neighbor?” And I 

think there’s a lot of us who needs some education on that point. Most of us in the 

society in which we live, we think neighbors are the persons next door, are in the 

general vicinity in which we live. But you know something? The person next door to 

you may not be your neighbor. He just lives next door. Am I making any sense? 

Because some of us don’t even know the person who lives next door. He just knows 

somebody lives there. We see them on occasion, either when we are going in and out 

or when they are going in and out, but we don’t know them. 

 

Well, if that person next door to you whom you don’t know is your neighbor, what 

about the one who lives across town that you don’t know? Would you classify that 

person as your neighbor? Well, according to -- as how Jesus said this, “Whoever it is 

that stands in need and you answer to him is your neighbor.” 

 

Now, look at this, look at what he said here. Three persons came -- remember, the 

man was a traveler. He didn’t describe him. He didn’t say who he was. He didn’t say 

he was a believer, a non-believer, whatever. He said a traveler was traveling along 

the Jericho road, which is a dangerous road. Now, if we compare Jericho road to life 

in itself, we travel in a dangerous road. And since we’re all in a dangerous road, 

almost anything can happen at any time. But as he traveled, he fell among thieves 

and robbers. And Jesus answered saying, “A certain man went down from 

Jerusalem to Jericho and fell among thieves who stripped him of his raiments and 

wounded him and departed, leaving him half dead.” 

 

A half dead man is not much better off than a dead man because neither one them 

is not worth very much, or at least cannot do very much. If you’re dead, you do 

nothing. If you’re half dead, you’d be limited to what you can do. Left him half dead 

-- they first robbed him, meaning they took his possession and then second, they 

beat him and wounded him almost morbidly and then just left him. Does that 

describe some situations that you’re like, “I don’t mind.” But there are times when I 

feel like I’ve been robbed. And notice something about the man that was a victim, he 

didn’t do anything but was just traveling.  Come on, you all. 

 

You see, that’s the way we are in life. We’re just traveling. You don’t have to do 

anything for circumstances to follow up on you. You are just traveling on a 

dangerous road and all kinds of events happen on this road that we are traveling. 

But he fell among thieves. You know, Jesus said the thief comes along to do nothing 

but to rob, steal and to kill, but I came that you may have life and have it more 

abundantly. There's a great contrast between what Jesus brings and what the thief 

came to bring. 
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So let us -- let every Christian -- that’s another thing that every Christian should 

know. But look at what transpires here after the man was left half dead. Jesus said 

in Verse 31, “And by chance…” meaning that there was no specific reason for him to 

be going that way. It just happened to be so, Pastor Bronner. Now, we fall under 

that category. We do a lot of things we have no reason to be doing. It had no real 

purpose behind it but yet, we end up doing it by chance. Now notice, the priest was 

from the religious side of life. You’re thinking about it, aren’t you? I can tell you’re 

thinking because you’re quiet. You see, when you’re making a whole lot of noise, 

you’re not thinking. 

 

The priest represents the religious or the God side. Oh my goodness, the time is 

running out. And then he says a second -- but notice what the priest does. He gets 

on the other side. He’s on one side of the road. He takes a look at him and then he 

gets on the other side. I’m going to move on because I need to explain this. And then 

the Levite, who is another representative of the church, came that way and he got a 

little closer and he got on the other side. Everybody say, “On the other side.” 

 

Is that where you are? Can I ask you that question? Is that your position? Pastor, is 

that your position, on the other side? Well, I have to be honest. I confess, sometimes 

mine is, not all the time but sometimes. Mine may be on the other side because 

Jesus said if it’s not, then you would do the following and you would have 

compassion -- the Samaritan, the Samaritan, which had no particular relationship 

with this man at all. Now, we’re supposing that the first three, the priest, the Levite 

and the wounded man were all Jews, and then here comes along the Samaritan who 

is, well, who you would consider to be a nobody. 

 

A service of the Lord, a fellow, all Jews came and looked at you and walked away. 

You wouldn’t even have any expectations from somebody who you differ with, who 

you consider nobody, who you despise, who in all of your activities is to prove that 

they are nobodies to do it. But you see, you shouldn’t expect him to do anything for 

you, right? But Jesus said he had compassion. Now, compassion will call you to 

forget who it is. Can I get a witness? It would help you to see a need rather than 

who it is that need it. A wounded man laying on a ditch, half dead, the priest passed 

him by, the Levite went on his way, but here comes the Samaritan who stops and 

his compassion is shown in his action. 

 

Pastor Bronner, we could say, “You know, I empathize. I sympathize. I feel your 

pain,” but leave you without any ministry. The man took notice that here is a man 

that needed me and what I can do to assist him. He climbed down off his beast, 

went to the man, assessed his needs and he saw that he was wounded and he 

needed some attention. He had taken wine which was used as medicine to sanitize 

the wound, and the Bible goes on to say he bound up his wounds and he didn’t leave 

him there. He took him up and placed him on his beast and has taken him to the 

inn. Perhaps he was too far from home to take him to his own home but he took him 
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to the nearest place of dwelling and left him there. And he didn’t just throw him off 

on somebody else. He said, “Look here, you take care of him and when I come again 

and whatsoever more it cost, I’ll pay it.” 

 

Do you all hear what I’m saying? This is something that every believer, every 

Christian needs to know and that would allow us to get outside out of our own box. 

Instead of seeing people for who we think they are, see them out of God’s eye and 

everyone is important to God. 

 

And I must close. I haven’t told you all I needed to tell you but let’s look at this. 

“And he went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, set him on 

his own beast and brought him to the inn and took care of him.” He didn’t even 

leave it to the host of the inn to do his immediate ministry. He took care of him 

himself. He stayed there with him all night. And then in the morning when it was 

time for him to continue his journey, he said to the innkeeper, “Whatever more you 

spend, when I come this way again, I will give it to you.” 

 

And then the story continues. Jesus asked this man who was so smart and thought 

he knew so much, “Which one of these three was a neighbor to him that was 

wounded?” The lawyer, with his self interpretation of the word of God, had not yet 

been convicted. He couldn’t even say the Samaritan. He couldn’t even identify the 

Samaritan, even though Jesus had plainly stated it was the Samaritan that saw to 

the man’s need. But all he can say is, “Him that had mercy on him.” And of course, 

mercy is a big word. It spells a little but it means much. Amen. 

 

I will not go into that on this occasion, but mercy is a word that’s unlimited. You 

can’t shut mercy in; it’s too big, too wide, too high, too deep. You can’t shut it in. But 

he said, “Him who had mercy on him.” Now, notice what Jesus said to him, and he 

said, “He that showed mercy on him…” then Jesus said unto him, “Go and do 

likewise.” Go and do the same thing, not as the first two did but as the last one did. 

 

Brothers and sisters, this is what every Christian needs to know. It doesn’t make a 

difference how much scripture you know that you can quote. If you aren’t acting on 

it, if you aren’t doing it, you’re not better off than somebody who didn’t know 

anything. As a matter of fact, you may be -- the word said, “He that knoweth to do 

good and doeth it not shall be whipped with many stripes but he that knoweth not, 

a few.” Nobody gets away. You can’t claim ignorance because it’s up to you to find 

out. 

 

You know what? We blame the preacher for not knowing. It’s not he preacher’s fault 

that you don’t know. It’s your fault. Amen. Now, the clearer picture of this text is 

about Jesus himself. He came and he had compassion on us because we were on the 

road. Like I told you, we’re all on this dangerous road and we are subject to fall 

among thieves at any time. I’m glad when I fell, I had a good Samaritan that came 
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along, have seen my condition, taken time to administer to my need. And how did 

he do it? He died, the Bible said. Oh, he died. He died! He died; he was buried and 

on the third day, he rose again. 

 

Preachers older than I used to say, “Early on the third day morning, he got up and 

he declared all power is in my hand. Is it in my hand? I'm glad this morning that he 

has all power. But after awhile and by and by, he’s coming in with his holy angels 

and in that moment, I shall get up to be with him. It’s alright. It would be alright.” 

 

Do you know he’s alright? Yes, he is.” Say “yes”! Say “yes”. Say, “Oh yes! He’s 

alright.” 

 

Everything a Christian should know, you should know how to love God with all your 

heart, with all your mind, with all your soul and all your strength. And I’ll leave the 

last part out, and your neighbor as yourself. Are you glad about it? You had a good 

shepherd, a good Samaritan who came down your Jericho road, saw your wound, 

dressed up your wound, picked you up, carried to the inn, which is the house of God, 

which is the church. He told the Pastor, “Take care of him until I come again. When 

I come again, I’ll pay you whatever else I owe you.” Your word tells me that he’s 

coming. He’s coming. He’s coming again. Hallelujah! 

 

We’re out of time but I thank you all. Thank you for listening. If you want to hear 

this song on its entirety, you can go to AirJesus.com and type in Sermon #6325. 

Amen! Because brother, you need the word! 


