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Now when Satan comes to us and present us with sin, he doesn’t say to us, “Let me 

show you how to ruin your world.” 

 

Thank you for joining us with The Brothers of the Word because brother you need 

the word. Let’s take a moment to thank the art church here for allowing me to come 

and be a part of you tonight. I like to thank Pastor Nathaniel and Pastor James and 

Pastor C. Elijah and just wonderful to share ministry with those great men. If 

you’re tuning in on TV and you think something is wrong with the TV, it’s really 

not. I'm just a light skin brother, okay. But if you will, join with me in the word. I’m 

going to be reading tonight from the Book of Hebrews. Hebrews chapter 12 reading 

through verse 3, just so you know I'm reading from NIV translation. 

 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses let us throw 

off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. Let us run with 

perseverance to raise mark out for us. Let us fix our eyes upon Jesus, the author 

and the perfecter of our faith. Who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, 

scorning its shame and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider 

him who endured such opposition from sinful man so that you will not grow weary 

or lose heart. 

 

Let’s pray together. Loving God, we thank you for this night. We thank you for your 

word that as we gather together and we look at it, we read it, we study it. But most 

importantly God, help us apply it to our lives so that we can live lives that our 

worthy to be called your children, lives that are worthy to be called your followers. 

Father helps us as we open the scripture tonight. Help us not only to understand it, 

but helps us to apply it. In Jesus name we pray, Amen. 

 

Fix Your Eyes upon Jesus, the author and the perfecter of your faith. Have you ever 

thought about what that would mean, to fix your eyes upon Jesus? Pretty cool thing, 

but is it? When you think about what you’re doing when you fix your eyes upon 

Jesus, not just the author and the perfecter of your faith but the all mighty Creator 

of the universe the God that basically snapped his fingers in everything. He didn’t 

snap his fingers, did he? He spoke it. He spoke this world into be someone so 

powerful and mighty that He could speak. And the world came into existence, 

powerful all mighty Creator of the universe. And the scriptures did not tell us to fix 

our eyes upon that Creator and they thought. But if you think about it real closely, 

it’s also very scary to think that that is what we’re going to gaze upon. And not only 

are we going to going to gaze upon Him but at the same time He’s going to be gazing 

upon us, kind of a scary thing if you think about it. 

 

One of my favorite things to do is to roughhouse with my girls. We have three 

daughters; Emily who is 17, Abby Grace who is 5 and Lily who is 15 months. Yeah, 

we’re not very smart folks but Abby Grace and I have this real interesting 

relationship. We love to roughhouse and the place that we usually do it is in my 
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recliner in our living room. And we get to playing around and I toss her up in the 

air. She only weighs about 20 pounds soak and wet at age 5. And I love to turn her, 

flips and to do all those things that a daddy does with his little girl. And one night 

as we were to going through all that we were going through with our roughhousing, 

she stopped and she started looking into my eyes. And she said to me, she said, 

“Daddy, I see me in your eyes.” She was looking into my eyes to the point where she 

saw her own reflection and was able to see herself just as a mirror in my eyes. 

 

Think about what it takes to be at that point with somebody, that you would stare 

so long that you could see your reflection. Scripture says, “Fix your eyes upon Jesus 

the author and the perfecter of your faith. Stare intently, and see yourself not from 

your perspective but from His perspective.” And when you think about what that 

might look like what would it look like to fix your eyes upon Jesus to the point 

where you saw you the way that He sees you. Another cool thought, another scary 

thought. That you would begin to see yourself in a way that God sees you, all of 

those wonderful things but also all of the blemishes, all of those imperfections that 

you have. But when you think about what you look like from God’s eyes. 

 

You know scripture said that he spoke the world into being. But when he made you 

and me, when he made people, he didn’t speak it, he didn’t snap it, he formed it 

with His own hands and then he took that new creation, that creature that he 

formed with his own hands. He didn’t breathe into that creature, His breath, the 

breath of life. After each of those days in that creation story, God says something 

incredible. He says, “It is good.” After he finished with us, once again he said, “It is 

good,” didn’t he? No. He said, “It is very good.” He said that you are, “Very good.” He 

said that, “You are my masterpiece.” 

 

You look at the mountains, you look at the streams, you look at all the animals 

there could be, and of all those things God says, “You are my masterpiece.” You are 

that thing, that person, that being, that creation that I treasure more than anything 

else that exist, let's step off the boat. Masterpiece, God’s absolute masterpiece, of 

anything else in the world, say that with me, “I am God’s absolute  masterpiece.” Do 

you believe that? Amen.  

 

The next thing this passage scripture says though is that, although we are God’s 

masterpiece, we got an issue, if you have issues tonight. Scripture next says, “Throw 

off everything that hinders and so easily entangles us.” That sin, that although 

we’re His masterpiece, we also have that freewill to choose whether or not to love 

Him back. So it said to throw off that entangles us. That twists us up. That messes 

up our world. And when Satan comes to us and presents us with sin, he doesn’t say 

to us, “Let me show you how to ruin your world. Let me show you how to make 

things horrible in your life.” He presents us something that we see as something 

enjoyable, something that entices us. He doesn’t say, “Let me blow up your world.” 
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He says, “Let me make it enjoyable to you. Let me present to you something that’s 

going to make your life better” 

 

Back a few weeks ago after the snow and the ice storm when things started clearing 

up, Abby Grace and I were out driving around, and we came to traffic a lot. And this 

happened to be one of few where they actually plow the roads. And on the side of 

the road was the snow that was full of gram and dirt and gravel and all those nasty 

things that filled that snow. Then I look to Abby Grace and I said, “Isn't that snow 

the nastiest thing you’ve ever seen? And she said, “No, daddy. It looks like a cookie 

and cream milk shake.”  

 

Now, if you think about it from one angle, you’d think, “Well gosh, that seemed the 

positive”. But imagine when the first second that my little girl got out in the car and 

went over there to that curve and scooped up a handful of that snow, and started 

eating it. Not a positive way to look at it anymore and opportunity probably even to 

kill her. That whatever chemicals maybe on that snow that has been scraped off the 

road, there go again. It might be something that would damage her permanently. 

 

The scripture tells us that Jesus who came into this world to give us life and life 

abundantly. But it also tells us that the thief came to kill, steal and destroy. He 

came to present us a cookie and cream milk shake sitting there on the curve that 

would entice us to take advantage of it, to take it in, to enjoy it, but in the end to kill 

us. We have to throw off that sin that so easily entangles us. And it’s so easy as we 

go through our life and we look all the things that you can get into. Sexual sins, 

addictions, all of those things that can riddle us and take over our lives, but sure it's 

easy to look at those thing and say, “I do not want that. I recognized the poison 

that’s there. I recognized what this can do to me,” but what about those other 

things? What about spiritual arrogance? What about an arrogant spirit that would 

say that, “I am better than other people?” 

 

An arrogant spirit that would say that, “You need to get your life straight, just like I 

do.” What about hatred? What about the hatred that you harbor? Would it be 

against somebody who has done you wrong or not? You know that hatred that you 

keep in your life? It doesn’t hurt that other person. All it does is eat and chew to the 

point or lock the rest of the sin to us. It kills you, kills your spirit. It takes away 

your joy. It takes away your ability to love God with all of your heart. The scripture 

tells us that God is love. It also goes on to tell us that those people around us will 

know you are Christ’s followers by the way that you love others. So when you 

harbor hatred, when you harbor those things in your life that keep you from being 

what God created you to be, His masterpiece. When you keep those things in your 

life, you die a slow and miserable death. 

 

Next we’re in this passage, says, “Run the race with perseverance that was marked 

out for us.” You know when we go through life when we were created as the 
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masterpiece, we mess it up with the sin that we allowed to come into our lives. And 

then if we’re willing to accept the love of Jesus Christ, offered to us on that cross, 

that’s when we begin to run that race with perseverance. That’s when we begin to 

do what God has intended us to do. You see when we keep that sin, when we hold 

onto it. Have you ever tried to run with something on your back? Back in my 

football days and I was a very good football player, but I love to talk about it 

anyway. Back in my football days whenever you get tired, they talk about that 

refrigerator that jump on your back. That’s what sin is. That what sin is, is that it 

jumps on us and it weights us down so we can’t run the race that God has for us. 

But when we submit when we accept that love offered to us on that cross, not only 

are you God’s masterpiece, but you were bought with the most precious price ever 

paid for anything on this earth. That Jesus Christ was willing to pay that price on 

the cross for me, for you. 

 

But you know what? That salvation is for you, but not just for you. You weren’t 

saved for yourself. You weren’t saved by the blood of Jesus Christ for you to take it 

in and keep it all by yourself. I mean think about how ridiculous it would be, if I 

were to bring in here a canister of salt, and that salt were to stay in here, we would 

keep it in this canister and say, “Look how salty that is. Isn’t that great, that salt is 

in that salt shaker with all those other granules of salt,” ridiculous right? 

Absolutely ridiculous that think, that that salt’s purpose was to stay in that salt 

shaker, and to hang out with other salt granules and go around and just be salt 

together.  

 

Salt was created, was intended to get flavor to something. You know you may say, “I 

love salt”. No you don’t. You love what salt does to the food that you’re eating. You 

love the way that salt makes things taste. Scripture tells us to taste and see that 

God is good. Salt is not intended to keep within that salt shaker, but to take it out 

and share it with other people. Your salvation that was given to you by the blood of 

Jesus Christ on that cross wasn’t just for you to take in and keep to yourself. It was 

intended for you to take out into this world. 

 

Back to my Abby Grace, today the last time I saw her today is she was playing on 

the playground at school. And she came running up to the fence, the way that she 

always does when she sees me. And she gave me a kiss through the chain-links on 

the fence. And then she scampered off to go on do what she does. But after she run 

off everyone of her friends from her class came over to that fence to say hey to me, 

“Hey Abby Grace’s dad.” Why do they do that? It’s not because I'm that great. It’s 

because Abby Grace believes that I am. 

 

Are you that way with Jesus? When you go out into the world, do people want to 

know who He is? Because you know he is so great. Do people want to go up and see 

him and touch him and say hey to Him? Because you know how wonderful He is 

and you want to tell other people about it. You know I dread the day when Abby 
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Grace finds out that I'm not perfect. And you know when you go to seminary classes 

or you go to seminars, you know they tell us all the time to be careful about talking 

about God as a Fatherly figure because so many people don’t have their daddies 

that represent God. What a crazy thing to tell people, because the God that we love, 

the God that we serve, the God that we believe about in the scriptures, He is that 

perfect Daddy. 

 

And we got to tell people about him. We got to tell people that they were like you 

and I, God’s masterpiece. We’re going to tell people that God so love them that He 

died on that cross for them, that he formed them, that he created them, that when 

they messed up and they went off and strayed, that he stepped up, that he stepped 

up, gave Himself on that cross, so that you and I can have salvation. It’s not about 

you. It’s not about me. It’s about bringing people to the Daddy that loves them 

dearly. To take them to the point where they took Him, walked up to that fence and 

give Him a kiss through the links. If they can accept Him and love Him in the way 

that He first loved them. Picture us on Jesus, accept the love that He has for you, 

but realizes it’s not just for you. It's to share. It's to love. Let us pray. 

 

Father, we do thank you for your scripture. We thank you for all that you give us. 

Be with us and bless us, but don’t bless us for ourselves, bless us to bless others, in 

Jesus name, Amen. 

 

Thank you for joining us for The Brothers of the Word, because brother, you need 

the word. 


