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Female: Good morning everyone and I'm just very honored to have been chosen to 

give the introduction of our wonderful speaker this morning.  Dr. Juel Pate Borders-

Benson grew up in Atlanta and attended Palmer Memorial Institute which is a 

college preparatory school in Sedalia North Carolina and it was founded by African-

American educator Charlotte Hawkins Brown.  She earned a BA from Spelman 

College here in Atlanta, a medical degree from the Medical College of Pennsylvania 

with a specialty in obstetrics and gynecology.  So she's an OB/GYN so she delivers 

babies.  She did her residency at the Albert Einstein Medical Center in Philadelphia 

and then opened her own practice in Atlanta in 1965.   So she has been practicing 

medicine for over 45 years. 

 

In the 1980s, she erected a building to house her practice and she continues 

working today in the Juel P. Borders-Benson Medical Office on MLK Jr. Drive.  She 

was married for many, many years to the late Dr. Theodore Benson.  And from 

knowing him personally, I can tell you Dr. Benson was a very, very humble, kind, 

jovial man, and she has two great children, Reverend Theodore Benson, Jr. and Dr. 

Elinor Benson who is also an OB/GYN.  And our speaker today is also a very 

devoting grandmother and her family is seated with us.  Not all of them are here, 

but would you please stand.  This is her son Teddy, his wife Ramona and their son.  

She's very, very blessed.  And I couldn’t stand up here and introduce Dr. Borders-

Benson without mentioning Wheat Street Baptist Church. 

 

Her father was the late great Dr. William Holmes Borders Sr. and he pastored 

Wheat Street Baptist Church for over 50 years.  Wheat Street is on Auburn Avenue 

and it's just a few blocks from where Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. grew up.  So as a 

young teen and as a college student, Martin Luther King Jr. would steal away from 

Ebenezer and come over to Wheat Street and sit in the balcony for service.  And 

what many of you may not know is that Martin Luther King Jr. patterned his 

eloquent style after the eloquence of Dr. Williams Holmes Borders Sr.  And I grew 

up in Wheat Street, your three pastors grew up in Wheat Street and just growing 

up there, you’re just attending church not really realizing the impact that a church 

can have on your life, and Wheat Street surely had an impact on me. 

 

Every Sunday, we reside scriptures.  And not just short verses, we did long, long 

verses every Sunday and we had to say them to perfection every Sunday.  And 

during special occasions, we had long, long speeches that we had to recite to 

perfection, and I'm not talking a paragraph or two paragraphs, I'm talking pages of 

speeches that we had to learn and memorize.  What I'm doing here now with the cue 

cards, I can't get away with that back then.  I don’t know. 

 

So there was nothing that we could use as a hint.  And brother, I believe we had a 

solo in the children’s choir, you wouldn’t believe it but I did.  I did not want one but 

I had to do it.  And it was the leaders at that church including Dr. Benson who 

really shaped the youth of Wheat Street.  They crafted us in the way that we 
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perform, the way we learn the word of God.  They taught us to just be excellent and 

to be enthusiastic for God and they got on us about the way we look, we look our 

very best.  I know we come to church a little casual these days, but there was no 

such thing as that back then.  Today, people’s number one fear is public speaking 

and I could say that that is not my number one fear because that was taking out of 

me years and years and years ago.  But we really, really learned.  Our lives were 

shaped and we just did not know it.  And of course now, you can look back on it and 

really appreciate the impact the church had on our lives -- Wheat Street Baptist 

Church Atlanta Georgia. 

 

And given the facts of Dr. Benson’s life, her education, the way that she influence 

children, talking about the many lives she has brought into the world, and of course 

the many families that she’s impacted is just not enough to just give those facts.  I 

have to give you my own personal observations in the way that she has nurtured 

everyone who’s come in contact with her. 

 

I’d like to just point out that she has a great sense of humor and she's always kept it 

no matter what tragedy she has seen, what sadness, disappointments, she has 

always kept it and never let disappointments in life take away her smile or her 

spirit.  Since you know, she’s a doctor.  She’s been practicing for years and she’s the 

top in her field.  Despite her intellect, she has not let that supersede her dependents 

on God.  She depends on God for everything and she's always done what God has 

told her to do and she's never let men’s opinions supersede being obedient to God. 

 

So years and years ago, God called her to preach.  And 20, 30 years ago that was 

unheard of for a woman to be a minister.  But she did not let men’s opinion and the 

griping and the grumbling stopped her.  So she was determined to be obedient to 

God.  And after going to college, going to medical school, practicing medicine, she 

went back to school to Emory Theological Seminary and she earned yet another 

degree.  So she is very, very accomplished but despite all of that, she's still very 

humble and she's foremost a servant of God.  And as a doctor, she practices 

medicine, but as an example sent here by God, she lives the bible and it's truly my 

pleasure when that appropriate time comes to present to you the speaker for this 

day, our Mother’s Day, Dr. Juel Pate Borders-Benson. 

 

Amen.  And I would like to add also that Dr. Borders, she has such impact on me 

when I head her speak at Women’s Day Ceremony.  I was pregnant with my sixth 

child and I wanted to name her Juel.  And my husband and I named her Jasmine 

Juel Bronner.  You have had that kind of impact on people, enough to want to have 

a legacy even within our own daughters.  So keep up the good work, we see it and 

we praise God for you. 

 

Dr. Juel Pate Borders-Benson: Glory to God.  I want to start by thanking God for 

life.  We have all come through a lot of things including the recent tornadoes.  It’s 
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through the mercy of God that we’re all sitting up in here.  And I want to give God 

the praise for that.  May I thank you so very much for that gracious introduction.  

And everything she said about Wheat Street was the truth, and you’ll hear a little 

bit more about that later on as I speak to you. 

 

I am honored to be here in your presence and to come again to the Ark of Salvation.  

You didn’t have to invite me, I know that, and I'm not worthy, I know that.  And I 

just want to thank you over and over and over again when your pastor who is in 

absentia called me once to come.  He didn’t give me enough notice.  He gave me like 

two days and I should be able to do it in two days but I can't because I'm so 

accustomed to throwing on scrubs and go into the office and just brushing my hair 

back and making it doozy .  But when you're getting ready to come to the Ark of 

Salvation, when you're getting ready to really praise the Lord the way you're 

suppose to praise the Lord, takes some people just a little bit more time. 

 

My brother, my deceased brother would tease me and my son, my son is a fifth 

generation preacher.  He has always keeping the sermon in your hip pocket.  And 

always be ready whenever they say, “Praise, be ready.  I'm going to get there.”  You 

see, we’re all in the process of becoming this time to be sure that I would get myself 

together, that had the queen mother hear me.  The queen mother to call me, and 

time for me to do everything I need to do if I could do it.  So I'm very grateful for you 

to comeback and ask me again.  Sometimes when you turn some people down they 

say, “That’s over two”, and come and ask you again, “Uh-uh.” 

 

So I'm happy, I'm very happy.  I’d like to greet formally Reverend Daniel Bronner 

Jr, I say junior on that because that’s what it is.  Reverend Charles Elijah Bronner, 

Reverend James Stanley Bronner.  All the first ladies, the minister’s wives, Mrs. 

Robbie Bronner the queen mother and the queen grandmother, all the ministers 

here and there are many, the deacons, the offices, the members, the beautiful choir, 

the guests and those who have come especially for this day, and my sisters and 

brothers in Christ and I'm hoping that I have covered everybody and if not, I 

apologize to you.  Blessings to all of the mothers and grandmothers and great 

grandmothers and the fathers who we have served their mother and father and to 

all those individuals who have given love and support to our children. 

 

I’d like to congratulate you on everything that I see new at the Ark of Salvation.  I 

see just glorious things.  This was not here.  The doors were not here.  The screens 

were not here.  It was just the Ark and so you’ve grown and that’s the way the 

church is.  If you just give it all you’ve got, the increase comes from above and the 

congregation has grown.  So congratulations to you and I understand you are 

renovating and you’ve invited me to comeback to see everything.  I'm overwhelmed 

with what I already see and I thank God for that.  I’d like to thank my family for 

coming and supporting me.  My son Reverend Benson Jr., our fifth generation 

minister without a break and that’s a blessing, his dear wife and my grandson.  My 
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daughter, Dr. Elinor Benson, who is now doing the deliveries and you can tell I can’t 

get up through the night all night long.  I can't do that anymore, but she’s doing 

that.  And believe it or not, when she called me this morning to say “Happy Mothers 

day”, she told me she had two in labor and delivery and this past week four that she 

had delivered.  So that’s hard, that’s hard work.  And when you see me appearing, 

you know that there's somebody in the background as working that allows me to 

appear and to come forward and that’s the way family should be. 

 

Now, we are going to work together with the word of the Lord and I want you take 

your bibles and I want you to stand please to honor the word of God.  We’re going to 

start in the Old Testament but we’re going to touch several things in both Old and 

New Testament.  Let’s go to the First Book of Samuel and we’re in the first chapter.  

We’re going to be reading in Chapter 1, the 11th Verse, the 20th Verse, and then in 

the second chapter we’re going to be reading the 21st Verse. 

 

The First Book of Samuel, I'm beginning at the 11th Verse in the first chapter, 

“Then she made a vow and said ‘Oh Lord of hosts, if You will indeed look on the 

affliction of Your maidservant and remember me and not forget Your maid servant 

but will give Your maidservant a male child, then I will give him to the Lord all the 

days of his life and no razor shall come upon his head.’”  Going now to the 20th 

Verse, “And it came to past in the process of time that Hannah conceived and bore a 

son and called his name Samuel, saying, ‘Because I have asked for him from the 

Lord.’”  Then we go to Chapter 2 of that same book, the 21st Verse, “And the Lord 

visited Hannah so that she conceived and bore three sons and two daughters.  

Meanwhile, the child Samuel will grow before the Lord.”  May the Lord bless this 

word and fix it in our hearts and minds and souls and spirits.  You may be seated. 

 

Let us pray, oh Lord our God we can't do this without You.  Holy Spirit we invite 

you to come and take charge.  Help us to hear the word.  Help us to understand the 

word.  Help us to follow the word and help the word to be fixed within us such that 

we will be changed and better.  We ask all of this in the name of thy son Jesus the 

Christ, amen. 

 

I have read from the New King James Version of the Holy Book and I wanted to 

give you what it says in two of the Bibles.  The new revised standard version of the 

Holy Bible says, “She made this vow, ‘Oh Lord of hosts, if only You will look on the 

misery of Your servant and remember me and not forget Your servant, but will give 

to Your servant a male child and I will set him before You as a nazirite until the 

day of his death.  He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants and no razor shall 

touch his head’”.  And now from the African-American Jubilee Edition 

Contemporary, the English version of the Holy Bible is written for black people so 

that if we don’t understand the King James Version and if we don’t understand the 

new Revised Standard Version, so the black people have to talk to black people.  

This one says -- I want you to get it today, I really do.  “Lord all powerful, I am your 



 - 6 - 

servant but I am so miserable.  Please let me have a son.  I will give him to You for 

as long as he lives and his hair will never be cut.”  Did you get it? 

 

I want to talk to you for a few minutes on Hannah the praying mother.  And I 

always say when I come anywhere I can stay home and look in the mirror if I don’t 

hear anybody talking back to me.  If something rings a bell, you’re in here to praise 

the Lord.  That’s what you’re in here for.  So you witnessed that by saying “Amen”.  

And if I don’t hear anything, it means I think you didn’t get it.  That means I have 

to go back and start over.  And everybody wants to get out of here and go have the 

Mother’s day dinner.  All right, so we’re going to have to do this together.  We got it? 

 

All right, Hannah the praying mother.  Hannah is one of the most outstanding 

mothers of the Holy Bible.  Not only is she a woman whose actual name is recorded.  

There are just hundreds of women mentioned in the Bible.  But when you see the 

specific name of that woman, you pay attention because that is an outstanding 

woman.  Not only is this actual name recorded but the major portion of the first two 

chapters of First Samuel is devoted to her remarkable story.  The main characters 

under consideration are Elkanah the husband, Hannah the first and favored wife, 

Peninnah the second wife, Eli the priest of Shiloh, and Samuel the Nazarite. 

 

Elkanah traveled each year with his family to Shiloh to worship God and to present 

sacrifices.  This devout man would make offerings and give a portion to his second 

wife Peninnah and all of her children.  He gave Hannah a double portion because he 

loved her and favored her although she was barren, which meant she had no 

children. The second wife would provoke tease and torment Hannah on these 

occasions since she had produced no children.  And the first time I tried to preach 

this I got hang up on the war.  I thought might have been a war between these two 

women. 

 

Monogamy is good that means is one man and one woman.  And when it guessed to 

be two women under the same roof, that can spill trouble.  Hannah, however, didn’t 

fight back so I missed the whole point when I tried to preach this before.  In fact in 

that church where I was, one of the sisters patted me on the back and said “-- Try 

against sister.  Know why you didn’t make it.” 

 

Hannah didn’t fight back, and sometimes you win when you don’t fight back.  She 

wept and she would not eat.  When her husband inquired as to why she was so sad 

he asked her, “Am I not better to you than ten sons?”  That’s in the word.  There is 

no answer.  If she answered him, it’s not recorded.  I ‘m assuming she didn’t answer 

him.  Hannah was not only a very religious control patient woman but she was 

smart.  She did not answer her husband because it might have offended him if she 

indicated that his love could not take the place of a biological child.  And every 

mother knows that God has put a special bond between mother and child.  It can’t 

be broken by anything or anybody.  God has done this. 
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So instead of fighting back, she took her concerns to the Lord our God, the one who 

fights our battles and gives us the victory.  In this first prayer, Hannah humbles 

herself.  No, it’s not big shot VIP what I’ve got.  No, no, no.  When you go to the 

Lord, you humble yourself.  That’s all you need to do when we’re on each street.  

Daddy used to preach about us being like limp dirty rags.  You know what a limp 

dirty rag is like?  That’s what he compared us to.  She humbled herself and called 

herself a maid servant three times, not once.  She’s talking to God who knows 

everything.  Who knew what her prayer was going to be before she prayed it?  But 

she prayed and said, “Just in case”.  He might have missed it, maidservant three 

times.  She asked God to be remembered.  She asked for a male child and being 

promised to raise them as a Nazarite, and to give the child back to the Lord all the 

days of his life. 

 

Now, this passage is packed.  Every time I pick up the bible and read a verse, it’s 

packed.  Oh, you could preach all day and all night sometimes on just one word and 

one sentence.  So I don’t intend to have you to think that what I’m saying is 

inclusive.  No, I ‘m just touching the surface, so when you go back home you can 

read it for yourself.  Pull down the books for yourself and see how wonderful the 

word of God is. 

 

This is where I want to lift four points.  Number one, it is very important to prepare 

for the miracle of birth.  Number two, it is essential that all phases of education be 

instituted which includes Christian education.  Number three, hard work, sacrifice, 

prayer, meditation, fasting, weeping and wailing.  Some of the people don’t know 

what wailing is.  After you kept cry every cry, all the tears are gone, you just -- 

that’s wailing.  It takes all of that to produce a God-fearing faithful child.  And the 

fourth point, God answers prayer and then some. 

 

We’re going to consider this in the ordinate.  First, it’s important to prepare for the 

miracle of birth.  This wonderful woman, Hannah, can you not see that she 

prepared herself spiritually before she even conceive.  A faithful Christian God-

fearing woman is a stronger woman and mother.  And even those that know the 

Lord, your children, I’m a mother and a grandmother, you hear me.  I know what 

I’m talking about.  You don’t know what’s going to happen when the phone rings.  

You just pick it up.  No, you got to be ready.  And if things they take you through, 

my God if you don’t know the Lord, you’re going to go lying about the Lord our God 

because you can’t do it by yourself.  Not only should there be spiritual preparation 

but there also has to be biological and physical preparation for a child.  You got to 

get your body sacred and ready.  You have to prepare for this.  It’s no one night 

thing.  Oh please, it would be logical to presume that Hannah prepared her own 

body for a healthy child if she planned to keep her son free from strong drinks and 

never to shave his head. 
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The body needs to be detoxified.  You hear me?  Detoxified prior to conception.  The 

mother-to-be should say, “No, listen to my listener.”  The mother-to-be should say 

no to alcohol, wine, whiskey, rum, gin, beer, nicotine, marijuana, drugs, toxic gases, 

fumes, non-prescription drugs, most prescription medications and any substance 

which might be injurious to the body.  I’ve been preaching that for 45 years.  Do you 

hear me?  And still, I have to keep on because the little innocent ones that come to 

me sometimes have never been taught that you’ve got to prepare.  Organic foods 

and the purest of water should be high on the list for consumption.  Competent, 

professional, medical care should be instituted when early.  As my daddy used to 

say, “Early, early, early.  What are you waiting on?  Early, early.”  I’m going to step 

on some toes now in a minute. 

 

It’s important that a child be born into a structured intact family.  There recently, 

there was an article in the Atlanta Journal-Constitution which indicated that many 

Afro-Americans now believe that marriage is outmoded for black people in this 

country.  How ignorant can you get?  The family is the basic social unit of society.  

You don’t get rid of the family. 

 

According to the 2003 United States Census, 43% of all African-American families 

were maintained by women with no spouse, Jesus.  According to W8 Stanton in the 

International Journal of Addictions, 1994 children who lived away from their 

fathers are 4.3 times more likely to smoke cigarettes.  And cigarettes give you 

cancer, that’s what we know.  It’s no telling what else it does to your body.  The 

1992 Family Planning Perspectives indicated that children living with a never 

married mother are more likely to have been treated for emotional problems.  Do 

you hear me? 

 

George Rekers of the University of South Carolina School of Medicine found that 

girls who had no constant father figure due to divorce were overly responsive to 

males.  They’re looking for love I’ll tell you, were more likely to be sexually active in 

adolescence, married younger, were pregnant more often before marriage and 

became divorced or separated from their eventual husbands more frequently.  What 

we do as parents, they’re looking directly at you, what you say and what you do.  

And you go behind close doors, they come up to the door, put what they’re doing in 

there.  They’re listening to you.  You are the model.  You got to stand up and do 

what is right. 

 

These statistics describe incomplete families and this is in contrast to our heritage.  

Franklin and Moss in 1988 wrote that slaves brought to this country from West 

Africa followed the practices of their ancestors.  In other words, our ancestors 

believed in strong families and they were matriarchal.  Gutman in 1977 recorded 

that in American slavery there was a great effort to keep the family intact. 
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Now listen to this, the white slave owners knew if they disrupted the Black family, 

beat and lynch the men, sexually disrespected the woman that they could break us.  

So why then would we do to ourselves what they did to us?  Why then would we go 

against our honored heritage?  Why then would we weaken ourselves by not 

developing a strong family? 

 

I remember always what the senior patriarch of the Bronner family said.  In church, 

I don’t remember exactly where he was.  Multimillionaire, glorious business, 

beautiful family but he said to other people, sitting there listening, “I don’t care 

what you succeed in.  If you don’t succeed with your family, you are a failure.” 

 

The ideal situation is one in which the child is born into an intact family with a 

loving mother or a mother substitute.  A loving father or a father figure and 

extending loving family of grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins supported by 

teachers, pastors and community leaders.  It’s just not mom and daddy, it’s 

everybody and the extended family, everybody in the church.  It’s a highway to 

heaven.  It’s hard and we have to help each other. 

 

I remember when we went -- this is at Wheat Street.  We used to have the church 

picnic and there were certain ways that you had to conduct yourself at the picnic 

and I really didn’t do anything that wrong.  Here we go, but I strayed away from the 

main group.  No, but what you’re doing that for?  You stay with the body but you’re 

going to stray away and go somewhere but nobody can see you.  I want you to know.  

Before I got back home, the phone had already been off the hook.  No such thing and 

uh-uh, I didn’t.  This so and so called me.  You didn’t do what you were supposed to 

do.  I have thought you against that and I'm going to punish you, that‘s the end of 

that. 

 

So in other words what I’m saying is everybody up and down the street watched.  I 

miss this thing about the neighborhood watch being new.  That’s not new, that’s 

home.  It was not just who going in and out of the house because it used to be 

hallelujah, you could lead your door unlock and go to the back of your house and 

cook, you better not do that now.  But everybody was watching and teaching and 

mothering and that‘s what has to be done -- financial preparation. 

 

Children are expensive.  Amen, somebody.  You have to know how you’re going to 

make it.  It used to be when we got our children out of college, “Oh well, finished 

college.  Way to go.”  And they kind of go back in the room where they were.  Don’t 

have a job, got to support them. 

 

You won’t believe this.  When I went to Spelman College, entered in 1950, the 

tuition was $125.00 a semester, can you believe it?  The tuition for four years was 

just $1000.00.  Do you know any schools today that are credited?  You have to have 

$25,000.00 per year just for tuition.  I’ve been on my son I don’t know how long 
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about starting that account where by little by little by little by little, you put it 

away.  It’s invested, it grows, and when they stand up you want your children to 

stand up, be like everybody else stand up and they’ll tell you in a minute, “You’re 

supposed to this.  I didn’t’ asked to come here.”  Oh, they’ll throw that in your face 

in a minute and you should be able to throw back.  Now like my father did, “Here is 

the money.  Now, you go get in that classroom and bring me an A, not less than an 

A.” 

 

Preparation, second main point.  Excuse me for taking so long.  I might not get 

back.  All phases of education should be emphasized including Christian education.  

She’s already told you what we had to go through at Wheat Street so I could take 

that paragraph out.  But I want to tell you when you go home, Deuteronomy 6:5-9 

says this, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul 

and with all your strength.”  And these words which I command you today shall be 

in your heart.  You shall teach them diligently to your children and shall talk of 

them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down 

and when you rise up.  You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall 

be as frontlets between your eyes.  You shall write them on the door posts of your 

house and on your gates.  And the question comes up sometimes, “How much of a 

good thing is too much?”  I’m going to say, “Just some.”  No, that is better to 

supersaturate them with this than to not give them anything.  And to be able to 

close the bible and just recite passages of scripture on and on and on and on, 50 

years later it's going to come out the same way.  And when they get in situations 

that are so dark, it will happen, that they will remember.  It is our duty. 

 

The third point is that prayer is powerful.  Repeat that, prayer is powerful.  

Hannah, not only prayed but she combined faithfulness to God, faithfulness to her 

husband, sacrificed hard work, weeping, wailing, meditation and then fasting with 

her prayer.  Some people say, “All you have to do is to tell the Lord once.”  Would 

you believe and you know the Lord hears you, that’s enough, go on.  I'm not in that 

category.  And it's just me and my personality if there is something that I have -- I 

don’t mean stuff, I don’t mean jewelry, I don’t mean clothes, I don’t mean car, I don’t 

mean that.  That’s just stuff that you enjoy for a season and then you leave it for 

somebody else to fight over.  I'm not talking about that.  I'm talking about basic 

things, moral things, Christian things, things that have to do mostly with your 

children.  You have told them and told them and preached and preached and open 

the Bible and pray and it looks like, it just appears like it's not going to happen. 

 

So I'm in that category where I get my special place.  A lot noise won't help me.  It 

may not.  It may be all right for you but get in a quiet spot.  And sometimes you get 

distracted even down on your knees, talk out loud so you can hear yourself asking 

God for what it is that you think you need.  And for me, I just have to do it until the 

prayer’s answered.  I know the prayer is going to be answered.  Now sometimes, I 

know immediately.  Pray for my child who wanted to go to Emory University School 
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of Medicine.  Our father was sick, dying of cancer.  She wanted to stay near him.  

Got on my knees, prayed that prayer.  Got up, I knew when I got up I had the 

victory.  And to make it bad as the black people say, “I went around the mountain 

because that’s where she was going.”  She hadn’t received the letter at all but I was 

making the announcement to everybody who would listen to -- “Hey, have you 

heard?” 

 

Prayer is powerful.  And when you're praying, be specific.  I learned that from my 

father.  Be specific.  The Lord God Almighty is specific.  There's nobody in this room 

exactly the same because the Lord God Almighty is specific.  Knows where you live, 

knows where your bedroom is, knows which side of the bed you are sleeping on, 

knows exactly what you’re going to say before you say it. 

 

So Hannah didn’t ask for a child.  She wanted a male child.  And that’s what she 

asked for.  Hannah lived a thousand years before Christ and now its 3,000 years 

beyond the time that this great woman lived.  But we’re still living in a male-

dominated society.  Throughout history, most cultures, the patriarchal system has 

been favored.  The male child is the one that carries on the family name, to give you 

a little history, and show you that you’re right here looking at a miracle.  Those of 

you who took a little history, history is great.  You learn a lot of things.  And 

sometimes the most dramatic things, they’ll put the documentary on the T.V.  So 

they put on the T.V., the documentary of Henry VIII who had six wives. 

 

Listen to me please.  The first wife he had been married to for 24 years.  She could 

produce females but she couldn’t produce a male.  And so he wanted to get rid of 

her.  Got in touch with the pope, I mean the pope in Rome now and said, “I want 

you to another marriage” after he’d been living with the woman for 24 years.  Pope 

said “I’m not going to do that.” 

 

So therefore, he severed his relationship with the Catholic Church in Rome and 

became himself the head of the church in England, had the marriage annulled so he 

could get rid of that wife because she couldn’t produce a male child.  This is what 

Hannah was asking for, married the second wife.  We’ll take you to all six, but I had 

to tell you about these first two.  She had the same problem.  They trumped up 

charges against her including adultery, incest and treason.  Women have been 

through a lot, so much in many countries at many times.  She went to the block, to 

the chopping block saying that she was innocent.  He had her killed, her head cut 

off because she couldn’t produce a male child. 

 

Now you at the Ark of Salvation, do we know anybody in here who has been blessed 

to be able to do this with ease?  The Queen Mother has done it with ease, whereas 

women in the past had been put aside or killed because they couldn’t.  If you asked 

and it’s within the will of God, you're going to receive your blessing when God gets 

ready to send it to you.  Matthew 7:7 says, “Ask and it shall be given to you.  Seek 
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and you will find it.  Knock and the door will be opened.  For everyone who asks 

receives; and everyone who searches finds; and everyone who knocks, the door will 

be opened.”  Paul said to the Philippians, “Be anxious for nothing.”  Listen, be 

anxious for nothing.  Don’t worry your self.  You're praying to a God that has 

everything.  But in everything, by praying supplication with thanksgiving, let your 

request be made known to God, and the peace of God which surpasses all 

understanding will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

 

Now my last point and give me just a little soft music, just a little soft news.  After 

you have prayed, I've already told you it works.  You try for yourself.  Just think 

when you don’t pray, how blessed you already are.  You haven’t uttered a prayer 

yet.  You got your job, you got your home, didn’t rain down on your bed, the tornado 

didn’t take you away from here.  As the old people say, “You have a reasonable push 

over hell and strength.”  I’m with the old people now and I'm glad to be there.  You 

need to keep a diary.  You need to write it down.  What you ask the Lord for and 

then what did the Lord give you. 

 

To make the point crystal clear because I don’t want you to miss it, if you are 

faithful, you’ve got to be faithful.  If you are obedient, if you trust, if you are able to 

wait on the Lord, it will come through.  Abraham was 100 years old.  Sarah, his wife 

was 90 years old.  Everybody said, “It's over.”  The doctors and the scientists and 

the biologists and the infertility specialist tell you during 50 and 55, “That’s it.  

Forget it.  It didn’t happen now.  It's not going to happen.”  But the Lord had them 

to wait and have us to read and believe and the question is asked, “Is anything too 

hard for the Lord?”  The answer is no.   

 

When Abraham was willing to give his son back to the Lord in sacrifice, the one he 

had been waiting on for 100 years.  The Lord said, “No.  Since I see you are 

obedient, you don’t have to do that.”  But then He promised him, “Look up in the 

sky, can you count the stars?  No you can’t, millions.  Look down at your feet, can 

you count the grains of sand?  No you can't, millions.  You will have not only this 

son but as many descendants as the stars in heaven and the grains of sand beneath 

your feet.” 

 

David the King did things that weren’t right.  But he prayed and said, “Lord, forgive 

me.”  The Lord God made a covenant with David.  Not only did he answer that 

prayer, but he said to him, “I will establish your kingdom forever.”  And when I first 

read it, I wasn’t sure what that meant.  When you go home, look at the first chapter 

of Matthew, the genealogy of Christ, David is in that line of the 42 generations that 

are listed.  When you go to Luke, Luke the physician, Luke the disciple, he listed 75 

generations and David is in that line.  When you hear, “Unto you is born this day in 

the City of David,” you're talking about Jesus the Christ down from the line of 

David answer to prayer.  So pray on.  That’s the message. 


