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Now the lesson to be learned here is that it's so easy to become fixated on the things 

that you can see.  But the truth of the matter is the truly important things are the 

things that lie beneath the surface. 

 

Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the word.  If everyone 

would just bow for a word of prayer.  Father, I just thank you for your spirit in this 

place on tonight God.  I thank you for just how tangible your presence is right now 

in this moment oh God.  And Father, I thank you Lord God for moving upon our 

hearts, oh God.  I pray that you will circumcise our ears oh God, that you’ll 

circumcise our hearts to be able to receive and perceive truth that comes from you 

Father.  I decrease that you might increase Father God and my prayer is that it’s 

none of me and all of you oh God.  Speak to the hearts of your people right now oh 

God, a word in season that will revolutionize their lives, that’ll transform them and 

propel them from where they are to the place that you would have them to be.  We 

honor you for this time oh God and we give you praise in Jesus name we pray, 

everybody in agreement say Amen, Amen. 

 

Well if you have your bibles, if you will open to the 7th Chapter of the book, the 

Gospel according to Saint Matthew.  The 7th Chapter of the Book of Matthew, I’m 

going to begin in the 24th Verse, a very familiar passage.  The word of God reached 

therefore, everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practices like 

a wise man who built his house on the rock.  Everybody say, “The rock.”  The rain 

came down, the streams rose and the winds blew and beat against that house, yet it 

did not fall because it had its foundation on the rock.  Everybody say, “The rock.”  

But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is 

like a foolish man who built his house on sand.  The rain came down, the streams 

rose and the winds blew and beat against that house and it fell with a great crash. 

 

For a few moments I like to use as a subject building on the rock and I just want to 

post a question, what are you building your life for?  Because the truth of the matter 

is that the world that we lived in, the environment that we currently find ourselves 

in is a lot of winds that are blowing, it’s a lot of things that are coming against the 

people of God, the kingdom of God to see and test it and try to see if we’re real and 

to see what we’re made of.  But here it talks about a man who built his life on the 

rock.  Everybody say, “The rock.”  And later on, I'm going to get to what that rock is 

all about, but the rock speaks us stability and of course sand speaks of instability.  

We all know that.  But here one of my favorite songs and I'm not a singer, I'm not 

going to sit up here and embarrass myself, I'm not a singer by any church to the 

imagination but the song that Steven heard has a song and it simply says and this 

is from the Psalms, he says, “Well, my heart is overwhelmed, lead me to the rock, 

lead me to the rock that’s higher than I.  Whenever my heart is overwhelmed, lead 

me to the rock” and that really has to be the prayer of our hearts when things come 

against us, where relationship issues flare up and financial things and emotional 

issues and spiritual wars rise up we say, we have to say “God when my heart is 
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overwhelmed, lead me to you, let my first option be to come to you.  Let me not call 

my girlfriend, let me not call my mama, let me turn my face to you”.  And just 

saying the word, I've come to realize that rocks are pretty important to God and if 

something is important to God, he’ll reinforce it time and time and time and time 

again. 

 

I just did a study, just to look at some famous rocks if you will in scripture.  The 

first I found in Exodus 17 where it talks about Moses smiting the rock and water 

cam forth.  He smoked the rock.  This was a famous rock.  The next what I found in 

Joshua 4 talks about these stones of remembrance when the children of Israel were 

passing through the Jordan, he said “I want one person from every tribe to lay a 

stone so that we can go and tell our progeny that we were here, that we can tell the 

great things that God has done” is something famous about some rocks.  Then I 

think about David, oh man I love David.  A man who loved God, who was not perfect 

at all but he had a heart for God.  David knew a thing or two about some rocks.  He 

had his five smooth stones that he used to slay Goliath and his brothers.  Then I 

look at Ezekiel 36 and there for me the scripture says, the 26th Verse says, “I’ll give 

you a new heart and put a new spirit in you.  I’ll remove from you your heart of 

stone or rocky heart and give you a heart of flesh”. 

 

I looked in the New Testament and I found the Parable of the Sower. It talks about 

how some of the seeds fell on rocky ground.  Stay with me, you might see where I'm 

going there.  There's something about a stone there was a man by the name of 

Peter, while outland is crazy Peter cuts your ear off because he gets mad at you 

Peter, denied Jesus three times Peter.  That Peter, he say, “On you Peter I'm going 

to build my church.  You are solid.  You are stable” and then the final rock was a 

stone that they rolled away from in front Jesus’ tomb.  It's something special about 

rocks and today for a little while I just want us to examine our core belief system, 

our core value system because those rocks are the things that are going to hold you 

even when times are tight and you have to be like this man who built his life on the 

rock.  When you build your life on unstable things, it's inevitable that you’ll fall.  So 

let me start with this question, what are the building blocks of your life?  What are 

those things that are not negotiable, not merely in theory?  Not you, you’re saying 

that you value your family but you never spent time with them. 

 

I had a conversation with a brother today and we were just talking about our wives 

and just how busy life can get sometimes and you have to be so intentional about 

how you spend your time.  You have to be intentional about where you give your 

energy because if you're not there, so many things that will come to rob and steal 

you of the very things that God has blessed you with.  So it's imperative that we be 

rooted and grounded in truth.  Now, as you continue to build your life, we have to be 

mindful about how we build and the materials with which we build.  Now that’s 

Edwin Louis Cole, one of his famous quotes, he always said that, “Fame can come in 

a moment, but greatness comes with longevity”.  It's a whole lot of flash in the pan, 
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people here today and going tomorrow but there’s truthfully no such things as an 

overnight success. 

 

Now, think with me for a second about sort of a new construction home versus an 

older home that’s been around 30 or 40 years, okay?  Now in your new home, you 

get the advantage. You get big rooms.  You get big closets, women get the kitchen 

that they want, you get the double vanity in the bathrooms so you don’t have to 

fight over it at the same time.  And there's something else with a new house, the 

new house that had a smell yet.  You know sometimes if you go looking at some 

house you walk in, that’s been lived in for a while and sort of a smell.  But in new 

house you don’t have to worry about that.  But older homes, it might be a little 

smaller, might not be the exact layout, they might not have open floor plan, but 

they’re made with more higher quality materials if you will. 

 

Now the lesson to be learned here is that it's so easy to become fixated on the thing 

that you can see.  But the truth of the matter is the truly important things are the 

things that lie beneath the surface.  It's not about what the outer man looks like or 

sounds like or appears to be because God doesn’t look at the outer man.  God looks 

at the heart.  Now ladies, some of you all have met a man before who looks good on 

the outside, pretty boy, pretty hair, nice car, nice clothes, seems like he got 

everything going on but on the inside he is corrupt, has no integrity, has no 

character about him but he’s cute though, he got great hair.  But they lack 

character and then you got average looking guys who are so much more quality 

because they have some greater things on the inside of them but you have to make 

sure that you go for the things that you can’t see.  Another thing, as you’re working 

to build that life on the rock, you have to make sure that your life is being sustained 

by truth.  Everybody say, “Truth.”  John 17:17 says, “Jesus has sanctify them by 

your truth.”  And then he goes on to say, “Your word is truth.  Our lives have to be 

built on truth.” 

 

Now, 1 Peter 5:10 is another great verse that I love it says, “But may the God of all 

grace who called us according to his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you’ve 

suffered a while perfect, established, strengthen and settle you.”  There is 

something about truth that as you take into that process, truth ought to perfect you, 

truth ought to establish you, truth ought to really strengthen you and then at the 

end of the day truth ought to settle you. 

 

Now when you live your life based on truth, 99% of your decisions are already made.  

You don’t have to wonder what you would do if you are put in certain situations, 

because when you live based on truth, there’s no question about what you do.  

Another question you have to ask yourself is, “Is my life and my character worth 

God replicating?”  That’s a tough question if we’ll be honest. 
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Just think with me for a second about Adam.  Now, I can only imagine how much 

pressure he was under.  This was the first man to ever live.  He was the standard.  

So it would be like, not like he can refer back and say “You just acted just like your 

daddy.”  Now this was the first person.  He was the standard.  That‘s a whole lot of 

pressure on a brother.  So he must have a hard enough time but this was the 

standard.  And God made man in his image and after his likeness but he‘s like, 

“Man, this was the pioneer, this was the first one, this was the first model.”  

Everything will be traced back to him.  So you have to just take that time to ask 

yourself with my life worth emulation. 

 

One of my mentors gave me a few questions that he encouraged me to periodically 

ask.  In these four basic questions that you ought to ask yourself, the first question 

is, “What’s right in my life right now?”  When you just take time to sort of just 

reflect and process things say, “What’s right in my life right now?”  It’s real easy to 

focus on what’s going on, what’s going wrong.  You say, “I ain’t got enough money to 

do what I want to do.  And my children acting crazy and my marriage could be 

better.”  But -- we are not talking about all that right now.  Start off with what’s 

right.  And then the corresponding question to that is, “How do I optimize those 

things?  How do I make them even better?  How do I build upon the things that are 

working right?”  So what’s right? 

 

The second question is, “What’s wrong?”  All of us can be honest to say, “Hey, 

everything we do aren’t working.”  But what’s wrong?  And then the corresponding 

question to that is, “How do I fix it?  What’s the solution to it?  How do I fix the 

things that are wrong?” 

 

The third question is, “What’s confused in my life right now?”  Because truthfully, 

God then revealed his whole plans.  He unfolds it step by step by step.  And there 

are some things that are confused right now because you’ll be experiencing 

something.  You're like, “Man, God, you told me that I’m the head and not the tail.  

You told me that I’m victorious but I’m going through hell right now.  You told me 

that I'm an overcomer but I feel like I’m going through one of the hardest trials in 

my life God, what’s up with that?”  They’re going to be some confused things.  The 

corresponding question is how do you clarify those things?  How do you clarify the 

things that are confused? 

 

And then the final question when you’re doing your introspection is you ask 

yourself, “What's missing?  What’s not in my life that I need?”  And nine times out 

of 10 is relationship or relationships.  Money is not always the answer.  More time 

is not always the answer.  It's some key relationships that God would have you to 

establish.  So the corresponding question is, “How do I feel that void?”  So what’s 

right?  How to optimize it?  What's wrong?  How do I fix it?  What's confused?  How 

do I clarify it?”  And “What’s missing?  “How do I fill the void?” 
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Now understand that faith that hasn’t been tested cannot be trusted.  Now how do 

you know your faith is real if you never have to use it for anything, if you never 

have to believe God for anything?  How do you know whether or not your faith is 

genuine?  In the same way, how do you know what you can’t do if you never 

attempted?  Now you got to launch out and do some things.  You got to launch out 

and go after some things that are in your heart. 

 

I remember when I was in college and I had an opportunity to study abroad, to go 

away for six months to live in Nairobi, Kenya and I’m like, “Man, that would be so 

great but I had never been out of the country before.”  So I got to move past my 

comfort zone to go out and test some things.  And the truth of the matter is you're 

going to get some bumps and bruises along the way.  I ain’t going to stand up here 

and say, “You go and make a decision to go after your dreams and everything is 

going to be cool.  Everything is going to be peach in a cream.”  No, you go hit some 

difficult times but that‘s why you have to be stable and rooted and grounded and 

truth. 

 

Now, we want to talk about this rock that I’ve been getting to.  When we talk about 

building your life on a rock, here’s really what I’m talking about, it’s the acronym.  

The R in Rock stands for righteousness.  If you're going to build the life that's solid, 

you have to be a person committed to righteousness.  Now, here is the bad news.  

You can‘t go to Wal-Mart and go see one or two people in their little blue vest with 

the little smiley faces on and say, “Excuse me.  Can you tell me when our 

righteousness is in?  I mean, I need some righteousness.”  No, it didn’t operate like 

that.  Righteousness is being in right standing with God.  It's not something that 

you earn.  It's a free gift.  Everybody say, “Gift.” 

 

Romans 10 Verses 2 and 3 says, “For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for 

God but not according to knowledge.  For they be ignorant of God’s righteousness 

and seeking to establish their own righteousness have not submitted to the 

righteousness of God.”  Righteousness means nothing unless we submit to it.  

Righteousness is really a heart issue, because Jesus even said to himself in 

Matthew 15, he said, “These people draw near to me with their mouths but their 

hearts are far from me.” 

 

You have to be a person committed to righteousness, after you’ve committed your 

life to righteousness, the O in the rock is obedience.  And I stand here in there say 

that the greatest evidence of your faith is your obedience.  Jesus said to himself, “If 

you do what I command you, then they’ll know that you are my disciples.” 

 

Now, here’s one thing that we got to get to, being obedient hurt sometimes.  God 

will call you to obey him when there are no guarantees, when God talked to me 

about planning the Church I’m like, “God, I got no building.  I got no money.  I got 

no people.  I mean I got my wife and my kids.  I guess that’s a start.”  Okay, we got 
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a place to live, we can start there.  God’s blessed me with a little bit income right 

now so we can start there.  But obedience is really a sacrifice.  You got to die to 

yourself to be obedient.  God will tell you to bless somebody and you just had your 

heart set or what you wanted to do is your stuff.  But God says, “Obey me.” 

 

Hebrews 5 says that, and speaking of Jesus he says that though he was the Son, big 

S, big S Son, the big S capital S, is that yeah, he learned obedience by the things 

that he suffered.  Now, if I can just make an announcement to you, if Jesus had to 

learn obedience through suffering, come on somebody. 

 

If you’ve ever seen Evan Almighty, the movie Evan Almighty with Steve Carell 

where he was supposed to be Noah building the ark, guys just trying to get his 

attention and time and time and time again.  He has licensed plates.  He has alarm 

clocks that are trying to send messages.  He is sending two by two animals and He 

is trying to get his attention.  And things would have been so much more easier, so 

much easier for Him had he just obeyed.  And that’s my message to you.  Just 

simply obey.  If you want to be a person who’s going to be stable, learn to obey.  And 

partial obedience is still disobedience.  Well God, you know I figured, I just do it, 

sort to halfway.  No, go all out when you obey. 

 

Righteousness, obedience, the C in rock is character.  If you you're going to be a 

person who has a truly stable life he has to be a person of character.  His talent will 

only take you to places where your character can sustain you.  I don’t care who you 

are if your character is a vile, you won’t last long. 

 

Proverbs 22 puts it like this we all know this one, “A good name is to be chosen 

rather than riches, loving favor rather than silver and gold.”  Now, whenever you 

date people, whenever you look and marry, you don’t marry looks.  You marry 

character.  When it all boils down to, whenever you surround yourself with people, 

you're not merely surrounding yourself with stuff.  You're surrounding yourself with 

character because you're known by the company that you keep and you're also 

known by the company that you don’t associate with.  So you have to make sure 

that character is strong.  One of my favorite quotes is that, “It's a greater 

compliment to be trusted than it is to be loved.”  And you’ve got to have character in 

order for people to trust you.  So make sure you're always striving to be a person of 

character and then surround your self with people of character.  1 Corinthians 15:33 

says “Be not deceived, evil company corrupts good habits.” 

 

So we’re all prone to being influenced by character, positive or negative.  And here’s 

the great thing, God gives us the opportunity each and everyday, each and every 

time that he gives us to take breath.  We have the opportunity to be a positive 

influencer, to show character even when nobody’s looking, even when nobody’s 

patting us on the back, even when people aren’t giving us “Ada Boys and ada Girls.”  

Guys I'm saying, are you still going to be a person of character?  Are you still going 
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to get up and pray and seek my face and turn down your plate and study your 

Word?  Are you still going to do those things or you just want to be seen in public?  

Be a person of character, righteousness, obedience, character.  And the K in the 

Rock is knowledge.  You must learn God’s word if you intend to live by it.  You can't 

live on what momma Nim say and you can't survive off the prayers of grandmamma 

Nim. 

 

Solomon said, “My son give attention to my words; Incline your ears to my sayings.  

Don’t let them depart from your eyes.  Keep them in the midst of your heart.  For 

they are life to all those who find them and they are health to all their flesh.”  Now 

while knowledge is great.  We do have to press a little farther.  And get to that place 

of obtaining wisdom.  Solomon said, “Wisdom is the principal thing and all you’re 

getting.  Get wisdom, get wisdom, get wisdom, get understanding.” 

 

Now having a lot of knowledge is sort of like being on Jeopardy.  Anybody who likes 

Jeopardy?  It used to be my favorite game show.  And one thing I realized, as I got 

older, it's cool to have knowledge.  But at the end of the day, stuff ain’t always 

practical.  Who cares who ruled Russia back in whatever year?  Nobody cares.  

Somebody may care, history buffs might care, personally I don’t care but we have to 

get to that place of wisdom.  And knowledge is the start because knowledge is the 

gathering of information.  But wisdom is knowing what to do with the knowledge.  

Man’s first temptation, here we go back to Adam again, it was all about knowledge.  

He chose to partake of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  Because 

knowledge is powerful but the truth of the matter is, so is ignorance.  The Bible tells 

us that, “My people perished for a lack of knowledge.”  So we have to take the time 

to learn as much as we can about as much as we can in every way that we can as 

often as we can because wisdom is the principal thing. 

 

And in closing, let me just leave a thought with you.  As you’re building your life, I 

just want you to realize that, I don’t want you to be surprised when this happens, 

okay?  There are some people that are in your life currently that will choose not to 

go all the way with you.  Don’t take it personal.  But it's because of the difficulty of 

the journey, you can look -- they even dared Jesus like that in John 6 Verses 60 

through 69, just keep in mind that everybody who starts with you is not meant to 

finish with you.  You’ve got to understand that people come in your life for a reason, 

a season or a lifetime.  But you have to be discerning to say, “God I want my life to 

be built and established on something that’s firm.”  So you have to lean on God 

because he’s the one who gives us righteousness.  We make the decision to be 

obedient.  We are person of character and we obtain knowledge.  Amen. 

 

While all of our time is going, we want to thank you so much for joining us.  If you 

want to hear this message in this entire evening, you can go to AirJesus.com and 

look for message 6330.  Thank you again for joining us for Brothers of the Word 

because brother, you need the Word. 
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It’s just my heart’s prayer that will return to a place where we establish our lives on 

righteous things, on things that are firm, on things that are true.  That we won't 

give way to what's popular, to give way to what's accepted.  But there will be people, 

godly people of character who will say that I'm a righteous person who obeys God 

who’s full of character and filled with his knowledge.  Amen.  God bless you all.  

Thank you. 
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