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Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother you need the Word! 

 

I must admit that I've waited a long time to say that. I will bless the Lord at all 

times. His praise shall continually be in my mouth. My soul shall make it's boast in 

the Lord. The humble shall hear of it and be glad. Oh magnify the Lord with me and 

let us exalt his name together. All say Amen. 

 

I'm giving honor this morning to the spirit of the living God to my friend, my 

brother Pastor Nathaniel in his absence and Pastor James said that, we talk all the 

time and I must confess, I'm going to withdraw because I haven’t talked to him now 

in about 4 or 5 days and I'm beginning to feel, I miss my friend and he did text me 

early this morning but it was a number that I couldn’t text him back and so – but he 

said, 'Preach the Word' and I intend to do that this morning. My thanks to Pastor 

James and I honor him this morning, Prophet Dexter, to Pastor C. Elijah in his 

absence, to all of you my brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus, to all of the Minister's 

wives who are here, to Mother Bronner who I honor. I want to say good morning to 

all of you. My wife is here this morning and I welcome her – Shirley, wave your 

hand and say hello. 

 

This morning I don’t have the time that I did during the Revival so if you all don’t 

mind, I want to get right to the Word. If you have your bibles, I want to invite you to 

two passages of Scripture this morning. First passage on Scripture is Psalm 13 and 

Isaiah 15. The New King James Version translates the text this way. Psalm 13 

says, How long, O LORD? Will You forget me forever?  How long will You hide Your 

face from me? How long shall I take counsel in my soul, Having sorrow in my heart 

daily? How long will my enemy be exalted over me? 

 

We go now to Isaiah 50:10 says, “ Who among you fears the LORD? Who obeys the 

voice of His Servant? Who walks in darkness And has no light? Let him trust in the 

name of the LORD And rely upon his God. Look, all you who kindle a fire, Who 

encircle yourselves with sparks: Walk in the light of your fire and in the sparks you 

have kindled— This you shall have from My hand: You shall lie down in torment. 

 

Let us pray; Father in the name of Jesus, let your anointing permeate this place. I 

ask Oh Lord that the words in my mouth and the meditations of my heart may be 

acceptable now in thy sight. Oh Lord my strength and my redeemer, the children of 

the Lord say, Amen. 

 

Who among you fears the Lord walks in darkness – In the time allotted to me this 

morning, I want to speak to you from this subject, "What To Do When the Lights Go 

Out". You all know, the last time I was here that I love games. Well, I'm also a fan 

of vintage television. Back in the days when television was clean, you know when 

you could watch 'Father Knows Best'. Some of you might be a little young but you 
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might remember Hazel, My Three Sons, The Cosby Show, but the one program that 

I really enjoyed was a program called, 'The Little Rascals'. Anybody remember that? 

 

Well the story of The Little Rascals in this particular episode goes like this. You 

know there was Corkey, there was Alfalfa, there was Spanky and of course there 

was good old Buckwheat. And in one episode the gang goes over to Darla Hood's 

house for dinner and during the course of the evening a large thunderstorm 

develops and Mr. Hood, out on abundance of caution decides that it is too dangerous 

for the gang to return home so he ushers them all upstairs to the spare bedroom for 

the night. And after a while, the boys crawl into this large bed and thereby began 

their nightly ritual of saying good night. 

 

Alfalfa says, goodnight Spanky. Spanky says, goodnight Corkey. Corkey says, 

goodnight Buckwheat. Buckwheat says, goodnight Alfalfa. Alfalfa says, goodnight 

Spanky. Spanky says, goodnight Corkey, and so on and on and on. And Mr. Hoods 

says – Alright boys, alright boys! Who stands by the door and he says – Alright 

boys, that's enough, it's time to go to bed and he flips the light switch. He goes down 

stairs to begin preparing for the rest of his evening. But it wasn’t long before Mr. 

Hood heard a lot of commotion coming from the Boy's room. He rushed upstairs and 

switched on the lights and said – What's all this commotion about? What's going on 

in here? 

 

And Buckwheat says – 'I'm scared at the dark'.  Of course, Alfalfa has to translate 

and he says, Mr. Hood, Buckwheat is afraid of the dark. You see, Buckwheat had 

what psychologists call Nyctophobia a profound fear of the dark. You see when Mr. 

Hood flipped the light switch, Buckwheat and the rest of little rascals was thrust 

into sudden darkness and Buckwheat was grieved with fear. 

 

I've lived probably more than half of my life and I'm still uneasy with dark places. 

What is it about darkness that scares us? Darkness, it's that situation that creates 

anxiety in our lives. Darkness, it's when you begin to lose your bearings, when you 

become disoriented. It's that state of existence when you can't see the folk near you, 

when you become confused and discouraged and fearful and frightful. It's that 

situation when you're not sure of which direction that you're facing, isn’t that 

interesting, that sometimes our lives are similar to the situation in which the little 

rascals found themselves. 

 

Sometimes in this life we are thrust into lightlessness. That's what darkness is. It's 

a state of lifelessness and sometimes it seems as though the destructions of this 

world and the daily irritations of life squeezes out all of the light in our lives and we 

are thrust into lightlessness. Somebody ought to pray with me. We find ourselves 

fumbling around and disoriented, not able to feel or see that which surrounds us, 

but actually, darkness is much more than a state of lightlessness. There is a more 

serious condition known as Spiritual Darkness. A time in our lives when there is no 
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visible, there is no perceptible, there is no tangible evidence of the presence and 

power of God in our lives. We heard it in the Psalm this morning. The Psalmist 

says, 'How long Lord will thou forget me – Forever? How long will thou hide that 

face from me? How long shall I take council in my soul having sorrow, in my heart 

daily? How long Lord will my enemy be exalted over me?' 

 

You see this Psalm is a personal lament in which almost every Christian, everyone 

of us can identify with, because there are many times in our lives when God seems 

far, when God doesn’t seem like he's listening, when God seems distant to us. There 

have been those times in our lives of spiritual darkness. We haven’t been able to see 

God working in our lives. We don’t seem to understand what's going on around us 

and confusion gives way to discouragement and many times in that state of being 

discouraged we become afraid. We find ourselves in a lethargic state crippled by our 

skepticism, trapped by the uncertainty of the reality of Christ – Spiritual Darkness, 

the kind of attitude that causes a person to lose sight of our only hope of salvation. 

See our efforts are hampered and stifled by our doubt – Spiritual darkness. 

 

I realized this morning that the Scripture texts are about a few verses of a much 

larger body of writings and perhaps right now, you are struggling to try and make 

the connection between subject and text. But I need to ask your indulgence just for 

a few minutes today as we dig a little deeper into this text. Stay with me as we seek 

to discover what holy and helpful hints the Holy Spirit has dropped off just for us 

today. Just bare with me in hopes that I might touch on something that is 

inspirational or significant to you. 

 

First point that I want to lift up is this: Darkness is not reserved for unsafe folk, 

isn’t that right? Bad things do happen to good people. You see, wouldn’t it be nice if 

we could just say that once we have accepted Christ, once we have joined the 

church, once we have been sanctified, washed in the blood, wouldn’t it be nice to say 

that there are no more dark days. But the Scripture didn’t say that. The Scripture 

says in verse 10 it says, Who among you fears the Lord and obeys the word of his 

Servant – that the one who walks in the dark who has no light. Trust in the name of 

the Lord and rely on their God. You see that phrase fear of the Lord is an Old 

Testament phrase suggesting a following of the Lord. 

 

It suggests an acknowledgement of God.  And you must understand today that 

these people had a pre-existing relationship with God. In other words, these are 

God's folk, these are God's people and they're in exile under the leadership of King 

Hezekiah astringed from God's Promised Land. They are out there wondering in the 

wilderness and the Prophet Isaiah portrays their plight by suggesting that they are 

walking in darkness. You see that's important for you to understand if you're going 

to appreciate the complexities of this text. Bad things do happen to good people, 

these are good people but they are faced with a bad crisis. 
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These are sane folks, these are sent to school teachers, these are Deacons and 

members of the choir, these are pastors and prophets, these are folks who tithed 

and actively involved in the ministry of Jesus Christ and it's important that you 

know that because we are surrounded sometimes by a philosophy that suggested 

that if you're truly a good person nothing negative will happen to you. And because 

we have the tendency to think that, when trouble does come we are shocked, we are 

overwhelmed, we're intimidated and rather than rise up in faith we shrink in fear. 

But you need to know that bad things do happen to good people. And walk around 

to – Well I got favor with the Lord, God's favor is upon me and no weapon formed 

against me shall prosper, but it did not say the weapon would not fall. 

 

Well my friends, only time is going fast. I might have to run over you, you all have 

to forgive me. What will you do when the lights go out? And a better question 

perhaps is – what puts the lights out in the first place, how did we seek into 

darkness to begin with. Well, the astronomer has an explanation. You see, there 

comes a time in the normal cycle and orbit of the earth around the sun and the 

moon around the earth. When the moon's orbit will cause it to position itself in 

between the earth and the sun and then these three heavenly bodies are evenly 

aligned and perfectly aligned the position of the moon would temporarily block the 

light from the sun and thrust the earth into temporary darkness. The astronomer 

calls this an eclipse and it does not mean that the sun is going out. We just can't see 

the light, isn’t that right? 

 

The moon is blocking the sun's light. It doesn’t mean that the sun is no longer 

shining but there is something standing in between, blocking the sunlight from 

getting through. Can you all see where I'm headed with this? The astronomer calls 

this an eclipse and when that happens, the earth is thrust into temporary darkness 

and what that suggests to us this morning my brothers and sisters is that some of 

us here today are going around living our lives in an ecliptic state. Something has 

come between you and your God. You can't feel God like you once felt him you don’t 

have the anointing the way that you used to. You just go to church and go through 

the motions. 

 

B.B. King in one of his songs about darkness and relationships he says, the thrill is 

gone, you no longer get excited about Christ and you have no power in your life 

because you've allowed something or someone to come between you and God. Let's 

look at it in another way. Look at our friend Buckwheat, why was Buckwheat thrust 

into darkness. Buckwheat was thrust into darkness because Mr. Hood controlled 

the light switch, isn’t that right? Mr. Hood stood by the door and flipped the light 

switch. Buckwheat and his friends were thrust into darkness simply because 

someone had turned the lights out. Did you all get that? 

 

Let's look at – see, I don’t believe me and I need to go to the Scripture to show you 

that I need you to know that there are some things that can turn the lights out, is 
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that right? Don’t open your bibles but when you have time, look at Isaiah 59:1 says, 

surely the arm of the Lord is not too short to save nor his ear too dull to hear, - here 

it is – but your inequities, but your inequities, but your inequities have separated 

you from God. Someone here today, you're walking around in darkness because sin 

has put the lights out. You've got sin in your life and until you deal with the sin in 

your life, the lights are out. Lying will put the lights out, back biting will put the 

lights out, fornication will put the lights out, stealing, bigotry, and prejudice will 

put the lights out and someone here today, you're walking around with the lights 

out because there is sin in your life. 

 

Finally, there is another reason why we are sometimes thrust into lifelessness. You 

have beautiful lights in there, the lighting is perfect, and it's excellent. And the 

windows allow the natural light to come in. But if you turn these lights out and if 

you just sit here and 4 o'clock comes in, 5 o'clock comes in and 6 o'clock and 7 and 8 

o'clock and there's nothing you can do about it but sooner or later, this room will be 

completely dark. Not because of an eclipse, not because God turned the lights out 

but sooner or later, it will be dark in this room for one reason and one reason only 

because it's night time.  Somebody is here today and there's really dark in your life, 

not because of an eclipse and not because sin has put the lights out but it's dark in 

your life simply because it's night time. 

 

When you go through trouble there are some people who are gathered around you 

and say, - You had it coming. I saw it coming a long time ago; they're getting a does 

of something they deserve. That's what they'll tell you there are those people who 

will stand around you like Job's friends and suggest perhaps that you did something 

to bring this trouble on yourself and it will come to you in the name of the Lord and 

to just that they even know what you did – that caused you to be in this 

predicament. But these people haven’t lived long enough because the longer you 

live, the more you come to realize that you can live all that you can live and live all 

that you know how and still trouble will eventually find its way to your door. 

 

The Bible declares that – Many are the afflictions of the righteous but the Lord 

delivers them out of all. My Mama – God blessed today. When I got ticking up my 

chest and feeling good about myself at 16, thinking that I knew all there was to 

know. My Mama would say – You just keep on living. I could live with the confusion 

of the voices of criticism would be always external, but the reality of the situations 

that – when you really start going through dark days – when you really start going 

through some bad times Pastor James.  One of the greatest critics you have to deal 

with is the one inside your head – The voice in the inside that suggests to you that 

you brought this on yourself. 

 

Surely you did something to bring this about. You must be cursed. You knew better 

when you went out with him. Where is your God now Mr. Chairman Deacon? There 

have been some days when, like Job, I'll look for him on the right side and he was 
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not there. I looked for him on my left side – Have you ever been there, gone through 

something and you look for God and God wasn’t there. I told you my – was doing 

light bill was due about the 10th and here is it the 15th, where are you Lord? I 

prayed that that promotion that I would get but I got passed up.  

 

For years I've been training for Mr. Right and here I am about to turn 55, where are 

you Lord? You see, it is through those internal conflicting voices and those who 

mean you no good that you must understand that bad things do happen to good 

people, but guess what, just like the sun sets, so does it rise – and if you come in 

this building and sit, darkness will eventually come but you just keep on sitting 

weeping, endure for a night but joy cometh in the morning. 

 

My brothers and sisters my time is about up but I have to leave you with some rules 

to help you restore the light in your life. So what do you do when the lights go out? 

 

Rule number one, whatever you do don’t start making your own light, verse 11 says, 

but all of you who light fires and provide yourselves with flaming torches, go walk 

in the light of your fires and on the torches you have set a blaze this is what you 

shall receive from my hand, you will lay down in torment. Whatever you do, don’t 

start striking your own match. You see, one of the disciplines of this Christian life is 

learning how to wait on God. Isn't that right? And about the hardest discipline 

there is to come to grieves with in this life is learning how to wait on God. It's much 

easier to work for God than it is to wait on God.  

 

I know we all have our own time tables and our own schedules that we want to 

work God into but Job declares that if you'll wait on him, a change will come. Isaiah 

declares that if you wait on him, he will renew your strength that's one thing to 

wait on God but it's another matter all together to wait on God in the dark. You see, 

many of us have a case of sensory spirituality, if there's no tangible evidence of the 

presence and power of God in our lives we begin to panic. We need to hear the 

sirens. We need to feel the touch of the paramedics. We need to smell the food 

cooking. We need the touch of our financial blessing before we acknowledge the 

providence of God, for whenever you call on Jesus, you have the assurance that he 

may not come when you want him but my Jesus is always on time and when he 

shows up, my Jesus, I don’t know about your Jesus, but when my Jesus shows up, 

he shows out. 

 

He steps into your situation with the calm superiority of an invincible God who says 

– Things don’t have to get better for me to get you out of them. Things can go from 

bad to worse but I'm still God because I'm just as much God over worries as I am 

God over bad. I'll show up when I show up. I'll wait until the trial is over, then I'll 

show up. Your child is sitting in jail, I'll still show up. Cancer is in the final stages 

I'll get there when I get there. They already called hospice but I'll still show up. 

Jesus says – I'll get there when I get there because when I get ready to deliver you, 



 - 8 - 

it doesn’t matter how much cancer you have. It doesn’t matter if your situation is 

harder than the times in 2009, I'm Lord. I'd come by the due date of your bill. He 

may not come when you would expect him but he has a tendency to show up right 

on time. Whatever you do, while you're waiting on God, don’t start making your own 

light. 

 

Finally, I'm about done. When you're going through something, when you're going 

through dark days and hard times – and Lord, I know I've been through some dark 

days. When trouble seems to come from all sides, rule number 2 says that you've got 

to keep on walking. Biblically speaking walking is more than just ambulatory 

advancement. Biblically speaking it symbolizes one's lifestyle. People refer all the 

time to their walk with God, isn’t that right? You see David knew about walking 

with God. David says, even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 

death, I fear no evil for though art with me. David knew that God could deliver him 

in the flesh. David knew that God could deliver him anytime he wanted to. He had 

delivered him from the giant Goliath. He had delivered him from the sword of Saul. 

 

But when God got ready to perfect him for his glory, he had to let him go through 

something. And you've got to understand this, when God gets ready to perfect you. 

He's going to have to let you go through something and many of us don’t understand 

this. God allows us to go through some things because God is going to give some 

glory out of what you're going through. It's the process that delivers the power. And 

if you negate the process then you missed the power. So God takes us through some 

things. I know that there are some people in here today who God has delivered for 

some things. But I wish I have some people – all I need is 10 people who God has 

taken you through some things. God didn’t stop it from happening. He lets you go 

through it. You thought you wouldn’t make it, but you found out that when you 

walk through the waters he'll be with you. He found out that when you pass 

through the fire, he'll be with you. Somebody knows what I'm talking about today. I 

wish I had some help up in here. 

 

I don’t know who I'm preaching for this morning but God is getting ready to deliver 

you, just keep on walking, one step at a time, just keep on walking, walk on out of 

debt, walk on out of sickness, walk on out of trouble, walk on out of that bad 

relationship God is getting ready to deliver you. 

 

 

  


