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Our guest speaker for this year is, of course, one of our own. It’s really the first time 

that we’ve ever had a speaker internal to the Ark. Reverend Williams has been 

ordained now for – how long has it been? 3 years. I think he was the first – well, 

maybe the second person I ordained but he’s been on fire for God for a long time. He 

opens up to business anointing each year with intercessory prayer and he handles 

the Saturday 12 noon intercessory prayer at the Ark and Reverend Williams is 

filled with the fire of the Holy Ghost. He lives and breathes it at church, at work. 

You can tell that he walks with God and God is more and more influencing his life. 

 

This year, as we were sitting around a meeting in the Ark of Salvation, they asked 

me, “Pastor, have you chosen the speaker for this year’s banquet?” And, actually, I 

had not, but I just bowed my head to ask God and, usually, I try to ask God even 

what I am to speak or who we are to bring to speak and I bowed my head and I 

heard God instantly speak “Earl” but I didn’t tell anybody because I need to go into 

prayer, to verify that because we never had an internal speaker speak at the 

banquet before and as I was in prayer, God said, “Yes, Earl Williams is the man.” 

 

And, you see, there is really no greater criteria or no greater qualification than the 

person being the one who God wants. There’s absolutely no greater qualification. So, 

I just want you to open your minds and your hearts today that whatever he has to 

say today, this is what God has ordained for us to hear. 

 

Sometimes, I’ve learned that when God will send a word, we don’t even want to 

hear the word, but God has sent the word. So, open your minds, open your hearts, 

open your spirits for Reverend Williams. This is beautiful wife, Charlotte, he’s got a 

word for you today that I am sure of, without question, without doubt, without any 

uncertainty. And I just want us to receive him just as if he was from the White 

House, just as if he was the Prime Minister of Great Britain, just as if he was the 

King of England becomes he comes representing the King. 

 

So, I want us to receive him with that same amount of grandeur, that same amount 

of respect as if the President of the United States were getting ready to get up here. 

See, because the President of the United States only represents men. But Reverend 

Earl Williams, you know, he’s representing the Real King. So, he is an ambassador 

for someone that we all ought to give our highest praise and our highest adoration 

to. 

 

So, at this time, without further ado, I just want to stand and give Reverend Earl a 

standing ovation because here comes the man of the hour – the man who God has 

sent. 

 

Amen, amen, amen. Hallelujah. Let us bow for a quick word of prayer. Father, we 

thank you for this event that you have ordained upon this day for your Word and 

let’s just know that steps of the righteous are ordered. And so, father we thank You 
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and Father, we pray that this day, that the Word you poured and entrusted in me 

would be birthed in such a way that it would navigate and negotiate change in the 

lives of the people that receive it this day. Father, we thank You, Lord, that You’re 

making a new thing about in Your world – that You are bringing a change about in 

this house. So, as we move forth and prepare for the change that you’re bringing 

into the Ark, Father God, we pray that You will prepare the people. So, we rebuke 

any demonic spirit that would come against the Word of the living God upon this 

day. Holy Spirit, your freedom move about and have your way in this place, in this 

house. And, we just thank you in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

Wow. Give me a minute to suck all this in. God ordained three years ago. I’m going 

on the fourth. And to have my first sermon at the Ark at the banquet is a great 

honor. See, when God has a way of – when he prepares you for something and he 

has a way of bringing you out. And see, here, we’re doing it in such a big way. 

 

I had a situation where I had a church member come to me and she said, “You 

know, you need to go somewhere else because you’ve been here all this time and 

you’ve been ordained and you never spoke your first sermon. All the other members 

speak and they sermoned. This thing’s all geared up to the brothers.” 

 

And so, in the midst of that, right then and there, if I wasn’t rooted and grounded 

and I didn’t know that God had a plan for me. And if I was to attached to the world 

and the world’s way of thinking, I would’ve let those very same words say, “Well, 

you know, you’re right. I’ve been here for three years! When would I get my time!?” 

But then I thought about Katie. Katie waited a long time. 

 

And so, not only did God bring me out, and he chose the time, he made it a pay-per 

view. So, my impression, we’ve been in the Ark, he didn’t see me for free. Now, you 

might have heard me pray but you didn’t hear me speak for free. So, when God does 

a thing, he does a thing. 

 

And so, in the midst of this, I want to take a quick moment. You said I got 24 

minutes, right? I got a stopwatch. When I originally wrote my sermon, it was over 

an hour and ten minutes and I was like, “Nerds!” And I’m trying to figure how 

would I get this thing down to 24 minutes! And so, I’m cutting and cutting and 

cutting and this isn’t just going to work but I think I should do good. 

 

So, in the midst of that, before I get started, let me, first of all, thank each and 

everyone that drove here to see me. My sisters drove down from Florida. 8-hour 

drive. I want to thank them from just a special effort that you made to come see me 

upon this day. You showed me some attention. You honored me this day. I want to 

thank God for the intercessory team. 
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Now, all the intercessory department that had been here and fought the good fight. 

You see, God told me, he said, “Pray over their families. Keep them coming.” He 

said, “You’re going to be the first thing that people see. You’re going to go out and 

you’re going to cover dinner prayer.” He said, “You’re going to be their opening 

eyes.” 

 

So, it’s been my pleasure and honor to keep this family prayed up, and even the 

bishops. I spent time over at your church taking classes so this family has just been 

such a great family that when you look at the hand of God and how God works, God 

didn’t just put us in any church. God put you with a distinct group people. He 

placed you in a place and time to where he can show you legacy. He had to let you 

see what success will look like and what family life’s supposed to be like and honors 

so you can achieve them. 

 

You see, I’d be the first to admit that I came from the rough side of the trait. I didn’t 

grow with Mom and Daddy on the house. My momma died when I was three. My 

sister raised me. So, I was able to come and go. I didn’t have that discipline that I 

should have had and a lot of other stuff. So, a lot of this stuff I learned, I learned 

from the teaching of this family. 

 

And so, I want to thank God for that. I want to thank God that we have a man of 

God that God has poured his spirit into and that this man right here is such an 

honor – just be on the team with him. I mean, this is the man that’s on the cutting 

edge of everything. If you want excitement and adventure and when you say, Jesus 

he just had his disciples and he carried them along the way. That’s this man.  

 

And then we got James over here. Everybody get a good luck at him. Shake his 

hand. Meet him. Greet him while you can because this brother is going to be a world 

leader some day. He’s going to be out there and everybody will look at him and say, 

“I knew him.”  

 

And who can forget C. Elijah? Now, this is a man of God that I used to always joke 

with. I used to always ask him, can I be his armor bearer? Can I tote his books? 

Because C. Elijah had so much word in him. I told him one time, “You can’t get a 

breakthrough from sitting up onto C. Elijah and all the world that he bring. You 

won’t even be able to get a breakthrough in heaven!” 

 

So, with that being said, let me go ahead and get started with the sermon. And so, 

in the midst, I began to pray and asked God, “God, what is that you have me to say 

to the people?” I began to pray and ask, “God, why did you tell the pastor, ‘tell me’?” 

I was finally praying! 

 

But I knew this day had to come at some point – my introduction into ministry. And 

so, he taught the 17th Church Anniversary and I began to research that and the 
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very first thing I noticed that the number 17 represents victory. And as I began to 

research some more, God had told me, “I called the end of a month to begin”. So, 

take that one and that seven. Seven representing the end; seven is the number of 

completions. One is the number of perfection. God had to complete some things and 

bring it back to perfection. And the theme for the banquet is: Into the Garden. 

 

So, he had to take and perfect that – had to bring everything into full spectrum, 

perfect things, in order to show us how to get back into the Garden. And so, for this 

day, my title of my sermon is “Moving from Membership to Discipleship to Sonship”. 

That’s our way to get back into the Garden. 

 

And so, I began to pray. And pastor said God had charged him with filling people. 

And I began to pray and said, “Lord, why did you tell him to fill the people? What’s 

a man like Bronner that sells our hair shows and that kind of name doesn’t need a 

lot of recognition because it’s a well-known name. It can draw a crowd.” God said, “I 

had to hold the people back because I had a certain job and the people had to be 

filled.” 

 

And so, in the midst of that, he said, “Fill the people.” And then, I thought about 

Jeremiah. He told Jeremiah, “I knew you before you were formed in your mother’s 

womb.” And some stuff, you hear, but sometimes you got to catch it. He said, “I sent 

you to be a great prophet to the nation.” He sent you. He sent each and every one of 

us here. 

 

And so, the problem with him sending us is that we’ve gotten so caught up in 

membership and who will we be serving. We lost our purpose. We never walked into 

the full amend of why we’re supposed to be here and that is going the will of God 

here on earth. So, God will bring you to a certain place and he will pour into that 

pastors and those bishops, what is he to place in your spirit to drive you to the place 

of your purpose. 

 

And so, that was the whole purpose behind him not filling the church. He had to get 

the people to place and get them feel in order so that they can begin to go forth into 

the world and do and be all that God has poured into him to do. 

 

And so, in the midst of that, I asked God that question. I asked him. I said, “Why 

did you tell them to fill the people?” And in the midst of the question that I asked, 

he began to give me this story. And I’m reminded of this story. 

 

There was this lady. Her husband had passed. And in the midst of her husband 

passing, she began to get lonely and she wanted some companionship. She didn’t 

want another husband. She had gotten up in here. So, she went to the pet store and 

she told the salesperson her dilemma. So, she said, “I got the perfect thing for you.” 

She said, “I got a talking parrot.” She said, “This parrot can talk to you. This parrot 
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can keep you company in the midst of your loneliness.” And so, she said, “Okay, I’ll 

take the parrot.” And in the midst of taking the parrot, she took the parrot home. 

And after she got the parrot home, two days went by and the parrot didn’t say 

anything. 

 

So, she went back to the pet store and she said, “Look, I bought this bird. You told 

me the bird talked. I had the bird two days and the bird ain’t saying nothing.” She 

said, “Oh, you didn’t buy the swing.” She said, “The parrot likes to swing.” She said, 

“Give me the swing.” She got the swing. 

 

She went back home, put it in the cage with the parrot walking up and down, 

swinging back and forth. Two days later, the parrot’s still ain’t saying nothing. She 

went back to the pastor again. She said, “Look, I bought the bird. I bought the 

swing. And the parrot’s still ain’t saying nothing.” 

 

She said, “Oh, you didn’t buy the ladder. The parrot likes to walk up and down the 

ladder and then swing before he gets to say what he got to say. So, she put the 

ladder in the cage. Two days went by. She’s watching the bird. The bird was 

walking up and down the ladder, swinging back and forth but it’s still ain’t saying 

nothing. 

 

So, she goes back to the pet store and really upset at this moment. She said, “Look. I 

bought the parrot. I bought the swing. I bought the ladder and the parrot’s still ain’t 

saying nothing.” She said, “Oh, I know what it is. You didn’t get the last thing. You 

didn’t get the mirror. The parrot likes to look at herself. He thinks he is talking to 

somebody else when he is looking at his self.” So, frustrated, she got the mirror and 

she went home and put the mirror on the cage. 

 

The parrot was walking up and down the stairs, jumping on the swing, swinging 

back and forth, looking at his self in the mirror and wouldn’t say nothing. The next 

morning, the lady wakes up and the parrot is laying down on the cage on his back. 

The lady goes to the cage and she says, “What’s wrong, little brother? What’s 

wrong?” 

 

She said, “I bought you the swing. I bought you the mirror and I bought you the 

mirror. And you’re just laying there and you never saying nothing!” And the parrot 

spoke to her. And the parrot say, “Don’t they sell food in that store?” 

 

And so, in the midst of that, our sermon is going to be “Membership to Discipleship 

to Sonship.” As members, we go around chasing everything. We’re doing this. We’re 

doing that. We’re over here. We’re over there. We’re doing anything but getting the 

will of God done, rocking in our purpose. 

So, in the midst of that, God will connect you to a certain place. He’ll lead you to a 

house of God in order to pour in that man of God, so he can help you connect to your 
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purpose. If you knew your purpose, you would sit up onto somebody who’s hearing 

from God because you’ll be hearing from God on your own. 

 

And so, the purpose of discipleship is to bring you to the point where you’re able to 

hear from God and you’re not walking around being in a date about all the things 

that life is throwing at you. And so, in the midst of that, I asked the question, 

“Why?” 

 

And the Lord spoke to me just as plain and clear of why he told this man to fill the 

people. And when he spoke to me, all I can say was wow. He said, “Because it’s what 

Jesus did.” Jesus filled the people. He healed the people and he raised the people. 

 

God told you to fill the people. He told you to heal the people. And even at some 

point, I believe you’re going to raise some people, because I was one of the people 

out there in the world that became a disciple and I was raised from a dying world 

into this place. I was from the back of the church all the way up to the pulpit. 

 

And dealing with discipleship, God gave me this Scripture. And in John 17:4-8, he 

began to bring this forum about discipleship and about what the job is. And this is 

Jesus talking. Jesus said, “I brought glory to you here on the earth by completing 

the work you gave me to do." This is Jesus talking about the discipleship. He told 

the Father, "I have completed the work you gave me to do." Jesus' whole world was 

mean. He himself said, I've completed. We have to ask ourselves one question, "Was 

he finished in John, how was he finished on the cross?" Because we remember on 

the cross, Jesus was hanging, he said, "It is finished, it is complete". But yet, right 

hand John, he said, "I finished." But we don’t want to get too bogged down in that, 

we'll say that for another five minutes if Pastor will allow me some more speaking 

time but another time. 

 

And so, in the midst of that, moving right along, he said, 'You gave me the due' he 

said, 'Now, Father bring me into the glory we shared before you on the earth.' Jesus 

just didn't want to get back, he said, "Bring me back into the place that I was, 

before your creation" – before this sinful world, before all this. He didn’t just want 

to get back, he wanted to get back before the world was formed. So it had to be 

something going on that was pretty awesome. And then he went on to state, I have 

revealed you to the men, I have revealed you to the ones you gave me from the 

world. They were always yours, you gave them to me and they have kept the Word. 

 

He said, "Now, they know everything I have is a gift from you for I have passed on 

to them the message you gave me. They accepted it and they know that it came 

from you and they believe that you sent me". Jesus' whole mission was about 

discipleship. Jesus spent three and a-half-years walking weary, talking, teaching 

disciples in good times, in bad times, in rough situations. He showed them how to 

work the Word of God. He showed them how to overcome all situations. He showed 
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them how to be victorious no matter what the situations was – he spent three-and-

a-half-years pouring into men. And that's the job of us in the ministry, it's not our 

job to fill the church for sane folks, it's our job to raise up disciples, feel them, 

prepare them for the work at hand so that they can go back into a world that's 

dying, a world that sins, a world that there's inhibition so that God can use them to 

go forth and bring forth a chance in the world. So God said, 'The man of God to fill 

the people". It's the very same thing that you see in our church – discipleship. 

 

God is getting ready to move us from membership to discipleship. And then – with 

number 17, Paul, he really laid it out. In the Book of Romans, Paul gave us 17 

things in Romans that we disciples must overcome, – things that we will be 

victorious and he began to lay it out with that very same number 17 Romans 8:35-

39. And Paul, he laid this thing out, he said, "Who shall separate us from the love of 

Christ. He said, it's your trouble – if you want to count them, count them, he laid 

down 17 things and if you can get a hold of this and begin the honest thing – your 

power and what God has called you to do in your place of dimension here on earth. 

Some things are going to begin to change. 

 

He said – should tribulation – "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ".  Our 

distress, our persecution or famine or nakedness – our sword as it is written. For 

your sake we are accounted – in all these things we are more than conquerors 

through him who loves us. He said, we are more than conquerors. Even though we 

have to go through some stuff as disciples, we're more than conquerors, even though 

will have to deal with some mess. We are more than conquerors. When I became – it 

began to take that walk as disciples. And so the disciples lost a whole lot of stuff. I 

lost my family, I lost business, all those friends, but yet, I receive more in the end, 

more than a conqueror.  

 

So she went on to say, For I'm persuaded that neither death nor life nor angles, no 

principalities, nor power, nor things in the present or things to come, no hype, no 

depth nor any other certain things should be able to separate us from the love of 

God which is Christ Jesus our Lord. So he's going to let you know, as we make this 

transition from membership to discipleship, even though we have to go through 

some things, in the end, we're going to win. Even though we have to deal with some 

situations and were going to always be in favor, in the end when you're with God, 

God has your back. When you serve God there's nothing you can't do, because the 

God that we serve lets us know that we're more than conquerors. In 2 Corinthians 

2:14, he began to just give us a little more in them to let you know that he's got your 

back, no matter what you have to go through as you make this transition from 

membership to discipleship – in 2 Corinthians 2:14 he said, We thank God for the 

power Christ has given us. We have all power through Jesus Christ. He said, he 

leads us and makes us win in everything. 
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Difficult life might get a little rough, you might get knocked down but yet in the end 

God's going to lead you. You're going to win every single time because of who you 

serve. The Word says that, "He has began a great work into us shall be completed". 

God will never leave you, even though it looks like he's not with you. See in the 

midst – sometimes we're going through some things and then it don’t seem like 

we're looking – that God is there. We're looking around and we're going through this 

thing and we are struggling with this thing and we're feeling not good and knocked 

down, we're beaten up and we're knocked out and then we say, "Where is God? Why 

am I going through all this hell? Why do I have to go through this?" And you ask 

yourself, "Was it really worth it?". 

 

But God showed us something, whenever there is a test – for all you educators in 

the house, the teacher is always silent. He's there, you might not see him, you might 

not hear from him, but he's there. He's waiting on you to get through. He said, he'll 

never give you nothing that's greater than human expectation. So he already knows 

when he gave you the test. But the test was from a point in time that he wants to 

grow you and make you into the man or woman of God that he called you to be. So, 

when the test is going, the teacher is always silent. And then he went on to say, he 

speaks through us. 

 

This is something we talk about every time we go to do intercessory. Lord, how 

come we speak for you? Unless you first speak to us in order to speak through us so 

that your word can go forth. And so, to every intercessory that connects you to that. 

We say that every time before we pray. And he speaks through us and say, the good 

news is like sweet smell to those who hear it and so, in the midst of this, God 

poured it out on this day, this was an ordained thing – that God is moving us for 

membership to discipleship, to sonship. You see, this is the one thing that you have 

to catch hold of, take a fish, when it's in the water, it just swims so graceful. But 

take a fish out of the water, put him on the land and he begins to flounder, Why? 

Because the fish is not in his place of domination. 

 

But when we walk away from membership and we become disciples and we now 

begin to walk in our place of domination. When we are disciples, we know who we 

are. We know the power of God has to be placed in us. We understand that when 

the Word said that, there is a treasure chest that's inside the bus that's waiting to 

be revealed of things that we don’t even know. So when we begin to walk in to this 

type of 'ship' and now we are following God and we're doing his will. We've got a 

power that's unknown. The Devil in hell can't even come again us because we are 

now disciples. 

 

God when we get to that point where we are now died to self. See, the world tells us 

that have to live in order to die. The world tells us that you've got to be saved in 

order to die so you can go to heaven. But then when  Jesus came, he came in – Jesus 

came to let us know that we've got to die in order so that we can – so that we can 
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become the sons of God. And so in the midst of that, God began to move. I'm at 24 

minutes but I'm going to give 2 more minutes and I'm out of here. 

 

And in the midst of that, I'm reminded of a story – to connect us, we left 

membership, we got connected with discipleship. 

 

Now I want to connect you with 'Sonship". I'm reminded of a story – A lady was on 

the plane. The plane was going through a lot of turbulence C. Elijah. And the plane 

was just bouncing up and down and she was sitting – she was all upset and there 

was a little boy sitting right there and in the midst of that, she looked down at that 

little boy and she said, "How can you sit there and play at a time like this. But these 

stuff going on around us, you're sitting and acting like there is nothing wrong, how 

can you play at a time like this? And the little boy looked up at him and he said, 

"My Dad is the pilot". 

 

And in the Book of Revelations 21:7 and it reads as follows, He that overcomes shall 

inherit all things and I will be his God and he shall be my song.  We're moving from 

membership to discipleship to Sonship. I want to thank each and everybody that 

was in attendance this day. I want to thank you Pastor for being obedient to the 

word of God.  

 

And in closing if you want to hear this message in its entirety, please tune in to 

Brothers of the Word because brother and sister. You need the Word. Thank you. 

 

 


