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Thank you for joining us at Brothers of the Word because, brother, you need the 
Word. Amen. And today, I’m standing now for Pastor Charles Bronner. Amen. I’m 
prophet Dexter Harden, for the internet audience. Amen.

To keep in the theme of Pastor Charles, it’s not really humorous but it’s something 
that I thought would be heartfelt and touches somebody. A young couple moves into 
a new neighborhood. The next morning, while they are eating breakfast, the young 
woman sees  her  neighbor  hanging  the  wash outside.  “That  laundry  is  not  very 
clean,” she said. “She doesn’t know how to wash correctly. Perhaps she needs better 
laundry soap.”

Her husband looked on but remained silent. Every time her neighbor would hang 
her wash to dry, the young woman would make the same comments. About 1 month 
later, the woman was surprised to see a nice, clean wash on the line and said to her 
husband, “Look, she has learned how to wash correctly. I warned her. Who taught 
her this?”

The husband said, “I got up early this morning and cleaned our windows.” And so it 
is, with life, what we see when watching others depends on the purity of the window 
through which we look. I thought that was real heartfelt and prophetic. Someone 
sent it to me, another pastor.
 
Join me to the book of James. We’re not going to be here before any longer. James 
1:2-4  and  it  reads,  “My  brethren,  count  it  all  joy  when  ye  fall  into  divers 
temptations; knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. But let 
patience  have  her  perfect  work,  that  ye  may  be  perfect  and  entire,  wanting 
nothing.”

Another  version reads,  “My brethren,  counteth all  joy when ye fall  into various 
trials; knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. But let endurance 
have its perfect result so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.”

Amen. For our text on this evening, we’re going to talk about count it all joy. And 
for sub-text, we’re going to just take a look at “This Is Only a Test”. How many of 
you have been going through tests? You’ve been going through all obstacles; have 
been hurt.  You’ve been abused by loved ones, whether it  be physical,  mental or 
emotional. You’ve been drugged in the mud. How many of you have been in the mud 
sometimes?

It seems like all  your joy has been taken away.  Well,  our scripture’s  text talks. 
James is speaking, who was an apostle and the oldest half-brother of Jesus Christ. 
He tells us to count it all joy. In the midst of your trials, count it all joy. And they 
joy that James was speaking of comes from the Father. 
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We’re talking about unspeakable joy – joy which is a gift from God; a gift that God 
gave us in order to endure whatever obstacle comes our way. This gift is second only 
to love as in the order of the fruit of the spirit. And it says Jesus endured the cross 
because of the joy he had – because of his Father’s joy.

How many of you have joy and how many of you, sometimes, seems like the devil 
tries to steal your joy? A lot of circumstances tries to steal your joy. There’s a song 
writer  that  says,  “Joy,  joy,  God’s  great  joy!  Joy,  joy,  down  in  my  soul.  Sweet, 
beautiful, soul-saving joy. Oh, joy, in my soul.”

How many of you know? That’s the title – joy that we ought to have in our lives. 
That’s  the  title  –  joy  that  God wants  for  us.  This  is  all  what master’s  joy  that 
delivers us from trials and tribulations. See, if we lay down our joy, we begin to 
wallow in our trials. We begin to wallow in our trials, and our trials are like halls 
wallowing in the mud. We get stagnant. We get stuck in the mud.

Look at your neighbor and say, “Neighbor, don’t be stuck in the mud.” We lose our 
very focus, taking our eyes off the prize. Our faith begins to waver when we lose our 
joy. We start to doubt God when we lose our joy. We doubt his promises, slipping 
and sliding in the mud.

Look at your neighbor and say, “Neighbor, count it all joy.” Whatever you’re going 
through, count it all joy. See, this is the time when we’re going through something. 
We got to give God some hand praise, some claps, some holy-ghost dancing and we 
just got to lift our hands up and say, “God, we need your help. I can’t do it without 
you. I need some joy in my life, oh God. Take this trial away from me.”

See, this is only a test. How many of you have ever seen the television when there’s 
an emergency broadcast test go across the screen? That’s  a long tone and then, 
there’s a message at the bottom of the screen that says, “This is only a test. This is a 
test of the emergency broadcast system.” The broadcasters in your area have done 
this just to inform you that this is a test.  In the event of  an emergency,  it will 
proceed by giving you information of what you need to do.

So,  God  does  the  same  thing.  He  gives  us  a  test  and,  see,  on  that  emergency 
broadcast test, you get a tone at the end of it. As it’s just a tone – and a tone, if you 
have a old, traditional phone, landline phone, when you got a dial tone or when you 
got a dead tone, nobody was on the other end. That told you there wasn’t anybody 
on the other end. So, you had to dial a number.

But I’m here to tell you, all you got to do is pick up your line and dial Jesus’ number 
in heaven because he has our joy. He is the joy of the world but we lose our focus 
and when God answers our prayers, then we have joy. 
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If God grants us our million dollars, we have joy, but that’s only temporary. If god 
gave us a brand new home, paid our bills, we will have joy but that would be only 
temporary so we got to have joy during the bad times, during the good times. We 
just got to have joy. We got to try to keep a smile on our face, not complaining all 
morning. 

We got to endure. That’s what the scripture takes that we discussed earlier. It talks 
about endurance. Patience is not easy. When you’re going through something and 
you’re going through it, it seems like you can’t get out of the mud. It’s not easy to 
keep joy but you got to remember that Jesus died for us. What did he endure? He 
endured long sufferings. He endured bruises, strikes, whips with thorns, thistles, 
metal blades. He endured for us and he held onto his joy. Look at your neighbor and 
say, “Count it all joy.”

We have to have joy in our hearts but one way of going through, we must have joy 
during  the trials.  See,  joy  is  a  product  of  the supernatural,  Holy Spirit  of  God. 
There’s another song that is sang in the Pentecostal holiness churches quite often 
and it says, “I got joy when I think about what he’s done for me.”

You don’t know like I know what he’s done for me. You can’t tell it like I can tell it 
what he’s done for me. I got joy, unspeakable joy. Give God some hand praise. See, 
we must decree and make our requests known before the Lord, first of all. If you 
don’t tell him what you need and you don’t tell him what you want, he knows but 
he’s waiting. He’s waiting patiently for you to come to him. He’s not going to always 
come to you and say, “Mr. Ferguson, I need you to speak to me.”

Now, if God has to come to you, he’s going to send some tests your way and we don’t 
always like the tests that we go through. So, why do we not maintain our joy at all 
times? Well, first, because if we never go through tests, we can’t have a testimony. 
Why do we have to go through tests? Well, because we have to have a testimony. We 
got to go through something on this journey.

God didn’t ever promise us that it would be easy but what God has done for us is 
sufficient. See, our lives should be an example for others to see. It should inspire a 
senator to receive salvation. The Bible says in Matthew 5:16, “In the same way, let 
your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your 
Father in heaven.”

See the test we go through is to, first of all, build our faith. Secondly is to restore 
our joy in the Lord. And there are two types of tests. The first test is a trial-test. 
Trial-tests  come from God.  Well  some of  you  say,  “What  do  you mean,  brother 
preacher?” Trial-tests come from God and they are sent to see how committed you 
are to him.
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God tested Abraham, in the book of Genesis, with his son, Isaac. He tested him and 
told him to sacrifice his son as a burnt offering. He was testing his devotion of his 
love for him, the Father. How many of you could do something like that? Sacrifice 
something like that? It’s not easy. 

In the book of Job, God tested Job through loss of material things. He continuously 
tested him. He lost his home. He lost his loved ones. He lost his health. He lost his 
cattle. He lost his oxen. He lost his sheep. He lost his servants. Job lost all of his 
material possessions but one thing he didn’t lose was his joy. He said, “Don’t slay 
me.” See, Job knew who was testing him. Job knew who was slaying him.

He knew it wasn’t the devil. He knew it was God because he said, “Though he slay 
me, yet will  I trust him.” See, Job knew who his father was. Job knew who his 
father was. Job knew that he had to complete that test and he knew that if he went 
through that thing, God would make it bigger and better. Look at your neighbor and 
say, “Neighbor, I want it bigger and better.”

But Job knew this and he was a perfect example of keeping his joy. Oh, it wasn’t 
easy for  him. He got  down and out  sometimes.  He had a pity party.  I  can just 
imagine in my mind Job sitting on the stoop, still crying, weeping. “God, why are 
you doing this to me? I don’t know how to make it. I don’t know what I’m going to 
do.” But all he thought about at the end was that God was able. He doubted in his 
mind if it was something that he might have done. He questioned God whether God 
knew what he was doing but he always came back and said, “God, I trust you. God, 
I’m sticking with you through thick and thin, come hell or high water. It doesn’t 
matter what goes on in my world. I’m going to trust you.”

But  did  you  notice  that  God  left  the  wife?  He  didn’t  take  the  wife.  He  took 
everything else but he didn’t take the wife and the wife was nagging, aggravating, 
rebellious, stiff-necked, volatile, threatening, murderous. She told job he ought to 
die. “Go somewhere and die.” But God didn’t get rid of her; God kept her right there. 
Why? Because she was a test. See, not only did Job had to go through physical 
issues. Not only did he have to worry about physical things, not having in them 
finances, going from a rich man to a poor man, to below the poverty line. But then, 
on the other  end,  he had emotional  problems.  He had that  nagging  wife in the 
devil’s self. Can you imagine somebody in your ear telling you, “You ain’t worth a 
quarter”? 

Now, I got this from pastor. I kept a quarter in my pocket one day because that’s all 
the  cash  money I  had on me.  I  said,  I’m going  to  be  at  least  worth a quarter. 
Nobody’s going to tell me, “I’m not even worth a quarter,” because I’m going to my 
pocket and pull a quarter out. Somebody say Amen. 
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Moses went through tests. Joshua and everybody has went through tests of life. 
Second type of test is the temptation test. These tests are the devil’s and of the 
flesh. These tests are sent to destroy us. The Bible says in James 1:13, “Let no man 
say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, 
neither tempteth he any man: But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of 
his own lust, and enticed.”

The Bible says that God cannot be tempted, first of all, and he can’t tempt. So, that 
tells you that test of temptation are the devil and of the flesh, the center man. And 
it’s during these trials that we must trust God like never before. Hold onto our joy 
for the joy of the Lord is our strength. During these trials, God is cheering us on. 
He’s a cheer leader. I’m on the side-line, watching every play, holding on to the red 
flag to overturn a call if need be.

But he’s right there motivating us while on the other hand, Satan is trying to cause 
us to fall. It’s just like the little angels you see on the cartoons – the white angel 
with the white clothing on and the devil with the red clothing on. In your ear, “Do 
this.” Don’t do it. You’re going to be rich not like that.

But for the joy of the Lord is our strength and God is saying, “You can,” and the 
Devil is saying, “You can’t”. God is saying, “You will,” and the devil is saying “You 
won’t”. God is saying, “You must,” and the devil is saying, “You don’t”. “You don’t 
have to do it. You don’t have to listen to the pastor. You don’t have to listen to the 
Word.  The  Bible  is  not  relevant  anymore.”  Well,  see,  that’s  of  the  Devil.  Tell 
somebody, “Get him out your ear. Put him under your feet.”

There  are characteristics  of  tests  going back to our Scripture  text  and they are 
sudden tests, out-of-the-blue. All of a sudden, I’m going through something that I 
didn’t even think I was going to have to deal with today. Sudden tests catch you off 
guard, catch you by surprise. Number two is certain tests. Certainly, they will come. 

Number three is various tests, meaning different levels. There’s a take-home test. 
There’s a pop quiz. And you know, most of the time, pop quizzes catch you off-guard, 
throw you for a loop. There are quizzes that you know about. There’s fill  in the 
blanks. There’s multiple choice. There’s true or false. And there’s the final exam. 
The final exam has all of it incorporated.

But there are sudden, certain and various levels that we have to deal with – tests 
that we have to go through. None of them are easy. None of them are predictable. 
We don’t know which way they’re going to come. We don’t know how they’re going to 
come. They could be through a loved one. They could be through a stranger. They 
could be through somebody on your job that just doesn’t like you. 
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They could be automobile turned up, bankruptcy, home in foreclosure, but whatever 
the tests are, keep your joy. Keep your joy deep down in the inside of you. Look up 
to the heavens and say, “God, I trust you. I don’t care what I’m going through, but 
I’m going to trust you right now. I’m going to trust you to bring me through all the 
circumstances. I’m going to trust your word, oh God.”

It gets financial when builds are due – your mortgage, your utilities. Physical tests 
when you’re sick in your body. Ask God to restore the joy. He was wounded for our 
transgressions, bruised for our inequities. The chastisement of our peace was upon 
him and by his strikes, we are healed. God said, “Trust him with all your heart, soul 
and might and lean not to your own understanding. In all your ways, acknowledge 
him and he shall direct your paths.” Do not be wise in your own eyes; meaning you 
don’t know who did this squat. Fear the Lord and depart from evil and it will bring 
you health – health to your flesh and strength to your bones. Amen?

Why do we  have  tests?  Well,  tests,  trials  and  temptations  produces  endurance. 
Testing of your faith, still dealing with the Scripture, because our tests comes to the 
promises. Amen? When we go through tests and complete the tests, God’s promises 
and rewards here on earth and in heaven are granted to us. Through tests comes 
joy. Count it all joy.

The Bible says, “Weeping may endure for a night but joy cometh in the morning. 
Count it all joy.” Look at your neighbor and say, “Neighbor, count it all joy.” I don’t 
care what you’re going through; count it all joy. If sister doesn’t do right, count it all 
joy. If brother doesn’t do right, count it all joy. If momma doesn’t go, daddy doesn’t 
go, count it all joy. Hallelujah. Count it all joy.

Your circumstance will change if you count it all joy. Your destiny will change if you 
count it all joy. Your tests are still coming. You’re still going to go through things. 
You’re still going to need things. You’re still going to be down sometimes. You’re 
still going to feel like the world is against you sometimes, but count it all joy.

You’re still  going to feel like somebody got a job promotion over you. Something 
doesn’t go right at the grocery store. Somebody’s cutting up at home, but count it all 
joy. Somebody’s going through in the body but count it all  joy.  It doesn’t matter 
what it looks like. It doesn’t matter what it appears to be but count it all joy. Amen.

Thank you for joining us here, today, at Brothers of the Word because, brother, you 
need the Word.
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