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Welcome to Brothers of  the Word because brother you need the Word.  I’m very 
excited  to  be  with you all  and tonight,  I  thank you for  your presence  and I  do 
sincerely believe that your hunger and your expectation is not in vain. God has 
something Taylor made that he desires to speak to each and every person in this 
place.

Let me just start by saying that God’s faithfulness is not based on our commitment 
to him. God’s faithfulness is not based on our commitment to him, but it simply 
flows out of who God is. And I think every once in a while, we need to be reminded 
of who God is. Simply, we can say all the time that God is faithful. God, we know 
you to be faithful. We can sing it. We can pray it. But it comes a point in time where 
we know we’re not as faithful as we ought to be.

Maybe I’m just talking to myself. That’s fine. But God’s faithfulness is not based on 
– it’s not predicated upon what we do, but it flows out of the essence of who God is. 
And the greatest temptation that will ever come in our lives, please hear me, comes 
immediately after some of our greatest victories.

Our greatest temptations come right after some of our greatest victories because we 
tend to relax after we’ve accomplished something, and tonight, we’re going to talk 
about the Game Changer. If you have your bibles, you can open on up to Joshua 7 —
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy and Joshua.

The Great Joshua is Moses’ greatest successor – the one who walked and learned 
everything that Moses taught him. He was the one who – Moses brought him out 
but Joshua took him in. So, we thank God for Moses. We thank God for the example 
that he set for this young man, Joshua, but here’s a great, great story that I pray 
and I sincerely ask God to open our eyes, to open our ears to hear what he has to 
say to us because this is extremely relevant to where we are right now.

I’m going to start at the end of Joshua 6, the final verse there, and pick up Joshua 
6:27. I’m reading from the New International Version. The bible says, “So, the Lord 
was with Joshua and his fame spread throughout the land. Joshua experienced a 
great victory.” But then, right in chapter 7, it starts off says, “but the Israelites 
acted unfaithfully in regard to the devoted things. Achan son of Karmi, the son of 
Zimri, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of them. So the LORD’s 
anger burned against Israel. Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near 
Beth Aven to the east of Bethel, and told them, “Go up and spy out the region.” So 
the men went up and spied out Ai.”

Verse 3 says, “When they returned to Joshua, they said, “Not all the army will have 
to go up against Ai. Send two or three thousand men to take it and do not weary the 
whole army, for only a few people live there. So about three thousand went up; but 
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they were routed by the men of Ai, who killed about thirty-six of them. They chased 
the Israelites from the city gate as far as the stone quarries and struck them down 
on the slopes. At this the hearts of the people melted in fear and became like water.”

Verse 6 is when it gets good. Verse 6 says, “Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell 
facedown to the ground before the ark of the LORD, remaining there till evening. 
The elders of Israel did the same, and sprinkled dust on their heads. And Joshua 
said, “Alas, Sovereign LORD, why did you ever bring this people across the Jordan 
to deliver us into the hands of the Amorites to destroy us? If only we had been 
content to stay on the other side of the Jordan! Pardon your servant, Lord. What 
can I say, now that Israel has been routed by its enemies? The Canaanites and the 
other people of the country will hear about this and they will surround us and wipe 
out our name from the earth. What then will you do for your own great name?”

Joshua got a whole lot  to say,  didn’t  he?  Verse 10,  “The LORD said to Joshua, 
“Stand up! What are you doing down on your face? Israel has sinned; they have 
violated my covenant, which I commanded them to keep. They have taken some of 
the devoted things; they have stolen, they have lied, they have put them with their 
own possessions.  That is why the Israelites cannot stand against their enemies; 
they turn their backs and run because they have been made liable to destruction. I 
will not be with you anymore unless you destroy whatever among you is devoted to 
destruction.”

God says, “I will not be with you anymore unless you destroy whatever among you 
is devoted to destruction.” Verse 13 here says, “Go, consecrate the people. Tell them, 
‘Consecrate yourselves in preparation for tomorrow; for this is what the LORD, the 
God of Israel, says: There are devoted things among you, Israel. You cannot stand 
against your enemies until you remove them. In the morning, present yourselves 
tribe by tribe. The tribe the LORD chooses shall come forward clan by clan; the clan 
the LORD chooses shall come forward family by family; and the family the LORD 
chooses shall come forward man by man. Whoever is caught with the devoted things 
shall be destroyed by fire, along with all that belongs to him. He has violated the 
covenant of the LORD and has done an outrageous thing in Israel!”

“Early the next morning Joshua had Israel come forward by tribes, and Judah was 
chosen. The clans of Judah came forward, and the Zerahites were chosen. He had 
the clan of the Zerahites come forward by families, and Zimri was chosen. Joshua 
had his family come forward man by man, and Achan son of Karmi, the son of 
Zimri, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was chosen.”

And we’ll just stop at Verse 19. It says, “Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give 
glory to the LORD, the God of Israel, and honor him. Tell me what you have done; 
do not hide it from me.” Game Changer
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If any of you have followed what’s been going on in our world lately, you’ll notice 
there are a whole lot of things changing. There’s stuff taking place that some folks 
say, “I never imagined such and such would happen!” Most recently, yesterday, for 
those sports fanatics of which I’m probably the president of the club had to see that 
Peyton Manning, for the first time in his career will not be wearing a horseshoe in 
his helmet.

And he said in his press conference, “You know what, times change. Circumstances 
change. I’m not mad about it.” I realize things change. And here, we have a great 
model of what happens when things change, and for a moment, I just want us to 
think about some of the things that have changed in our lives and I will be honest: 
some of the things that needs to change in our lives.

And God set Joshua up and I love how God does that because in our own minds, 
mankind, we feel like we know it all. What we don’t know we think we can figure 
out. What we can’t figure out, we can call somebody who has the answer. But God 
says, “You know what, I’m changing the rules in this whole thing. Just stay with 
me. Let’s go.”

The name Achan means trouble.  It means to besmirch. It means to change in a 
negative manner. It means to tarnish. It means to defy. Now, apparently, Achan’s 
mama  had  not  read  the  Baby  Name  Book  before  she  named  her  child  or  she 
would’ve taken into account what his name meant. It seems like he was destined for 
trouble from the womb.

Speaking of defilement and tarnishing and trouble, but I’m a firm believer that God 
knows how to speak in our day and time so I just want to walk through this story 
and paint a picture and help us draw some things that can apply to us and some 
things  that  may  be  changing  in  our  lives.  Is  that  alright?  Amen.  Y’all  good? 
Awesome.

Verse 2 says, “Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai and he told them, ‘go up and spy 
out the region,’ so the men went up and did exactly what Joshua says.” This is what 
I want us to take from that. You always have to have people in your life who have a 
different perspective than you do. If you are the smartest person in your group of 
friends, your group of friends is not large enough.

He said, “Go out and spy out the region. I want you to come back here and report to 
me what you see because I know what I see. Based on my experience, based on the 
things that I can understand and comprehend, I know. But I need you to go out and 
spy out these things. Come back and share with me what your perspective says.” 
One of the greatest blessings in your life is having people who have just a different 
perspective.
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I’m always inspired whenever God allows me to be in the company of great men, of 
great women who can just say one thing and that thing will just mess with me and 
I’ll just sit there and say, “Man, why did I not think of that?” Because I hadn’t gone 
out to spy out the region.  I  didn’t  have the perspective yet.  God knows that he 
intends for all of us to be interdependent. As great as we are, there are still some 
stuff that other people has that you need. So, always have people in your life who’ve 
lived a little; who’ve experienced a little more than you because their perspective is 
invaluable.

Verse 3, “When they returned to Joshua, they said, “Not all the army will have to go 
up against Ai. Send two or three thousand men to take it and do not weary the 
whole army, for only a few people live there.” So, he sent about 3,000. Folks went, 
you know, because after they came back with their report, they said, “There’s only a 
few people out there.”

“What are you saying, preacher?” Conserve your resources. Protect your time. You 
don’t have to do it all. I actually had lunch with a friend of mine today who’s just 
accepted a new assignment in ministry. It’s a place of ministry where I’ve come 
from and I shared with him. I said, “Man, ministry is not a sprint. A lot of times, 
you know, it’s a marathon. Win this thing for long haul. If you’re jumping in it, just 
get on the saddle and ride. You got time to do it,” but the men come back and report.

See, Joshua, they said, “We don’t have to spend everything. We don’t have to spend 
all our money. We don’t have to spend all our energy.” We don’t have to spend all of 
our effort right now, because it’s not as bad as we assumed it to be, because you 
never know when you might need a little extra money – a little extra energy. You’ll 
never know when you might have to call in an extra favor for somebody, but Joshua 
wouldn’t have known that had he not had the perspective of the people that he sent 
out.

Let’s go ahead to Verse 6 because this is my favorite part of the story to be honest. 
This is where it gets good. This is where Joshua begins to show that he got a little 
bit of hair on his chest. Joshua has some pin-up stuff because he feels like, “God, 
you didn’t make me look like a fool.” And I got some things I need to share with you 
guys. I need to let you know that I’m a man and I’m going to say what I feel.

I’m not sure why Joshua would do that but it says Joshua tore his clothes and fell 
face down to the ground and the other elders did the same. And I just get this vision 
that Joshua was standing there and just pointing his finger up towards heaven and 
say, “Why in the world did you let me get into this predicament?”

And I don’t know about you but there had been times in my own life where I’ve 
come to some stumbling blocks. I’ve hit some obstacles. I’ve come to some places 
where I’m like, “God, how in the world did I get here? This wasn’t part of the plan. I 
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had my plan. I know what I was supposed to do, God, but you just seem to have 
knocked my blueprint off to the side saying, ‘Son, I’m going to do what I want to 
do’.”

And Joshua was sitting there to say, “God, how in the world did you get me in this 
mess? You told me to do this and then you embarrass us. You made us look ignant.” 
He says, “Why’d you ever bring this people across the Jordan to deliver us into the 
hands of the Amarites that destroy us?” And then, he’d set the attitude that a lot of 
people take when times get tough. He said, “If only we had been content to stay on 
the other side. God, I was fine until you came and messed up my program. I was 
content where I was, if only you had just left good enough alone. God, we were fine 
but you brought us over here to deliver us into the hands of some enemies? What’s 
up with that, God? I thought you’d look out for your boy. I thought you loved me. I 
thought you cared about me.”

So,  God  sits  there  and  he  waits  patiently  and  says,  “Go  ahead  and  get  out 
everything you need to get out, Joshua. I want you to say everything that you feel 
like you need to say. And after he’s embarrassed, he said, “You know, we would 
have been content to stay on the other side.” But then he says, “Folks are going to 
hear about this guy, and then what am I supposed to say? I came out bowling in 
faith to say, ‘God told me to do this and then I fell on my face and it didn’t work,’ 
God  please  help  me understand what  am I  supposed to  communicate  to  people 
who’re going to be saying, ‘Man, I thought you said God said; I thought you was a 
man of God, I thought you a woman of God, I thought your God loved you,’.

And then to add insult to injury, he said, “If I’m just going to get it all out, let me 
just go ahead and put a cherry on top.” He says, “What then will you do for your 
own, great name? I don’t even care about it no more. You know what? I’m here 
representing you and you’re going to make me look like a fool. So, you tell me, what 
are you going to do for your own great name?”

No longer is it about Joshua but Joshua comes in the name of the Lord so how 
about, you tell me, “Go ahead”. Tell me what you’re going to do. God’s not offended 
when  we  speak  our  heart  and  our  mind  to  him.  I  firmly  believe  and  I  think 
everybody in this place knows that God has a mission.  God knows every single 
thing, every thought that runs through our mind. He’s not offended by it.

God created us; God made us, so the fact that you speak what you were thinking, 
God  says,  “Okay,  he’s  man  enough.  She’s  woman  enough  to  give  voice  to  her 
feelings. They’re willing to own their passion.” Now, this thing didn’t rub Joshua 
with the wrong way. Joshua would have just kept quiet and said, “Forget it, I’m just 
moving onto whatever’s next.” But this thing was embedded in Joshua’s heart and I 
think in our relationships in life and our friendships and our marriages, we have to 
allow for a space to have permission to speak freely.
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Not in a disrespectful tone, but simply, we have to give people the freedom to be 
themselves and I think that’s what God allowed Joshua to do. He said, “Joshua, I 
love you. I love to see the passion. Because if you didn’t care, you wouldn’t be this 
fired up about it. You wouldn’t be trying to cuss me out. But I liked that. I liked that 
that’s why I chose you. That’s why you’re the one that I call to do this.”

Word of caution: if you want to be bold enough to speak your mind, be bold enough 
to accept his response when it comes. I often tell people, if you want to be man and 
woman  enough  to  do  grown  folk  stuff,  be  ready  and  willing  to  accept  the 
consequences of grown folk stuff, and that’s exactly where Joshua was because it’s 
one thing to talk big and bad, but it’s another thing to act on it.

You know, I worked with teenagers for a number of years and I just used to laugh 
just looking at them to my man. You know Pastor Jay. “You know, man, next time I 
see that girl, I’m going to ask. We’re going to the movies. We’re going to Disney.” I 
say, “Okay, okay. Alright, alright. Just do it. Stop talking about it and do it. Ask her 
out.” And then here comes the girl and I’m like, “There she goes. Go ahead and 
handle your business.” “Not now, pastor, I’m scared.”

Talk a bit game but when it comes time to act, some are totally different. We can 
say, “Oh God, I believe you. I believe you. I believe you!” What steps are you taking 
to walk out those things that you’ve confessed with your mouth and believed in your 
heart? I don’t care if it’s sent into e-mail to just receive some information. That’s one 
step taking you closer towards whatever it is God has called you to.

But then I love the interaction of a true father. Verse 10, “The Lord said to Joshua 
to stand up. What are you doing down on your face?” God tells Joshua to get up and 
he’s not merely telling him. Yes, he is physically telling him to get up. But I think 
he’s synthesizing something on the inside of Joshua to say, “You know what, it’s 
time for you to rise up. It’s time for you to rise up in a new level – the level that 
you’ve been thinking on is not sufficient any longer. For where I desire to take you, 
you can’t think small thoughts anymore. Joshua, get up.” 

“You want to be big and bad? You want to come with me with your chest all puffed 
out? Get up. Let’s make some stuff happen.” So God really is changing Joshua with 
perspective. And I think that’s the whole thing about where we are in this current 
dispensation of time. God is trying to change our perspective on some things.

I love Matthew Barnett who started and founded the Dream Center out in LA and 
he  said,  “Sunday  is  not  the  destination  for  the  Christian,  Sunday  is  merely  a 
launching path to send us out Monday through Saturday.” And once we change our 
perspective about what we’re being equipped in God’s house to go out and do, the 
game can change. 
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When I realized that it’s not merely about what takes place within four walls for a 
few hours, one day a week, but God has called me to affect change wherever I am. If 
I work in government, if I work in the educational system, wherever I am, if I’m in 
the arts and media, wherever God has placed me, that’s where he’s called me to 
affect change. And then, I love just hindsight is always, 20/20.

So, God runs Joshua down after he’s had his little time talking to him. He said, 
“You know what, okay. You want to come at me? Let me just give you some simple 
reasons. Ezra has sinned, number one. Is that clear enough, Joshua? You want to be 
big and bad talking about why did I embarrass you. How about you go back and talk 
to your people and talk about their sin issue? Israel has sinned. They violated my 
covenant  which I  commanded them to keep.  They’ve taken some of  the devoted 
things. They’ve stolen. They’ve lied. They’ve put them with their own possessions. 
That’s why the Israelites can’t stand against their enemies. Clear enough, Joshua? 
They turned their backs and ran because they’ve made liable to destruction?”

And then he hit him with that last part. He said, “I will not be with you anymore 
unless you destroy whatever among you is devoted to destruction.” I can imagine 
Joshua was just saying, “Maybe I should have kept my mouth closed.” But the real 
game changing moment, in Verse 13, when he gives him instructions, he says, “Go 
consecrate the people. Tell them consecrate yourselves in preparation for tomorrow 
for this is what the Lord, the God of Israel says, that which is devoted among you 
all Israel says you cannot stand against your enemies until you remove it.”

And the game changing moment really happens when we are man enough, when we 
are woman enough to stand in front of the mirror and take an honest look. Nobody’s 
watching. Nobody’s judging. Nobody’s trying to call you out on anything but when 
we’re willing to sit there and take an honest look and work at the things that are 
holding us back. Because God says, “I’m not going to stand against your enemies 
until you get rid of this thing.”

So, the question I pose to you this evening, “What are you willing to give up? What 
are you willing to remove? What are you willing to discard from your life for God to 
have his way?” You know, Paul talks about this thorn in the flesh and some thorns 
are meant to be in our lives to remind us about certain things. Certain thorns are 
there to motivate us but other thorns need to be snatched out and it’s my heart’s 
prayer and desire that you realize that you can’t stand against your enemies.

I believe this is the prophetic word for every person in this place: that you don’t 
have the strength, yourself to stand against your enemies until you’re willing to 
remove this thing.
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Just the final piece I’ll share. I didn’t realize that time is rolling when you’re having 
fun. But Verse 19, I just highlighted, this is when a moment of truth has to happen. 
Joshua goes to Achan and he says, “Achan, tell me what you’ve done. Don’t hide it 
from me.”

And the thing I want us all to realize is that until we are willing to be transparent 
and authentic, we can’t be helped. God is simply asking for us to open ourselves, 
totally  and  completely  –  not  ashamed  but  to  open  ourselves  to  be  transparent 
because confession is the thing that’ll free you. Confession is the thing that will 
liberate you.

And God is calling us to realize that truth always prevails. I don’t care what it looks 
like. I don’t care what it feels like. One of the most aggravating things that I can 
find and I find in times is people who can’t be themselves. One of my life mottos is 
I’d rather be hated for who I am than loved for who I’m not. And God is just saying, 
“Are you going to man enough,  are you going to be woman enough to look that 
mirror – to look in that perfect law of liberty and say, ‘You know what, I’ve tried it 
in my own way, but I still get hammed up,’”

So, I just pray that you’ll take the time to do some honest assessment. You know 
where you are and God knows where you are but I pray that you trust God to get 
you where he desires for you to be. These things are changing all around us and if 
we continue to be stuck in our ways, we’ll get left behind. We’ll miss the boat. But 
it’s such my heart’s desire for God’s people to recognize and be sensitive to hear his 
voice, to move when he says move, to stay when he says stay. 

But it’s a new day and it’s a new time. And those who’ll be willing to be honest will 
be the ones that God says, “You know what, I can use him. I can use her.” So, it’s 
my prayer that you’ll continue to pursue your passion with reckless abandon, that 
you’ll seek the things of God like never before, that you’ll be open to new things that 
you’ve never experienced in your life and that you  that God has made available to 
each and every one of us. God bless you. Thank you.

All of my time is gone but if you'd like to, you can go to AirJesus.com and look for 
Sermon number 6354.  Thank you again for joining us for Brothers of  the Word 
because brother you need the Word.
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