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Welcome to Brothers of the Word because, brother, you need the Word!

I am extremely thankful and blessed to be here with my Ark of Salvation Family. 
Let me start off by saying I love you guys and I thank you for the fellowship and the 
love and all  of  your prayers and the connection that we have personally and in 
Christ.

I want to read just a few scriptures for the message on this evening. The message is 
going to come from I Corinthians 15:9-11 and it reads, “For I am the least of the 
apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the 
church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not 
without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God 
that was with me. Whether, then, it is I or they, this is what we preach, and this is 
what you believed.”

Let the church of God say ‘Amen’. The Word of the Lord this evening is going to be 
brought from the topic, Identify Yourself. Look at your neighbor and say, “Who are 
you?” I want you to take your hand, put it in the front of your face like this and 
imagine that your hand is a mirror. Look into your hand and now say, “Who are 
you?”

The amazing thing about this message is when God gave it to me. C. Elijah asked 
me to come a couple of days ago and I said, “Well, Lord, what do you want me to 
preach  about?”  He  gave  me the  topic  and  scripture  and  I  started  taking  notes 
immediately, and after a few moments of taking notes, I said, “You know, let me 
check the seam if this has been preached by me or someone else in the past.”

I went on my www.AirJesus.com website, pulled it up, and noticed that at least two 
messages that were brought by Pastor Nathaniel  – one was ‘Who Are You’  and 
another one was a very similar message in terms of title. So, I want you to know 
that you already have background notes for this evening’s message.

But the thing that made so amazing to me was God didn’t allow me to pull up the 
title sermons on the website before he gave me the message and the title, because 
when I saw that Pastor had preached on a couple of messages on the same topic, I 
said, “Well, Lord, maybe I shouldn’t preach this,” and he said, “No, you preach what 
I told you to preach,” and he helped me to understand.

“That’s why I didn’t allow you to look at the website before I made you write down 
notes for the message.” Because what we do is we tend to assume what the Lord is 
saying to us and we need to focus on what it is that he’s saying to us and not what 
we think, what we hear, and what we believe outside of the Word of God. We need 
to learn how to hear the voice of God and obey him.
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I already know I’m not going to get through all of my notes, so I’m just going to go 
ahead and speak as  the Holy Ghost  tells  me to speak.  I  want everyone in this 
sanctuary, and listening to us live, to understand that you are important to God. 
Did you hear what I said? I know that most, if not all of us, don’t understand or 
believe that to the level and degree that God would have us believe that.

The apostle,  Paul,  said, “I  am what I am by the grace of  God.”  So, you have to 
understand that God is trying to establish something in you and through you. I’m 
going to give you your EIN for the evening. We use EIN in Employee Identification 
Number but God gave me an acronym for EIN.

Your EIN is your essence, your identity, and your nature. You have an EIN that 
God  assigned  you  –  not  social  security,  not  the  government,  not  your  job.  He 
assigned you an EIN. Your essence is your being and substance. Your identity is 
basically your character. Your nature is your personality and individuality. They all 
cross reference, but they all speak to who and what you are.

Understand that  before  you can have  anything,  you have to  do  something.  But 
before you can do something, you have to be something. You be something. Say that 
with me. “I be something.”

I  understand that  that’s  incorrect  English but it’s  OK.  Say it  again.  Say,  “I  be 
something.” Now say this. “What I be is the key.” I want you to get that in your 
spirit: not what I have, not what I do. God didn’t make you a human doing; he made 
you a human being. While we’re concerned constantly with what we have and what 
we do, God says, “Be concerned with who I made you. In my image and after my 
likeness,” says the Lord. We have to change our focus because we’re wasting time.

On my way here  tonight,  I’m in the  Praise and Worship,  music  and songs  just 
reinvigorated the message in my spirit. I was listening to one of the favorite song 
that says Minister Fred Hammond. I was listening to his “Love Unstoppable” album 
on the way here and one of the songs – I wrote down the lyrics. I wanted to read 
them to you.

He has a song that says, “Seems like I spent this whole life of mine, searching and 
searching, trying to find a life filled with love that you already gave.” What we’re 
searching for, we already have. The chorus part says, “My search will not end. No, 
my search will not end ‘til I find myself lost in you again.”

You need to get lost in him. You can’t find who you are until you get lost in him. 
Our focus is off.  We’ve been distracted from what’s  important.  You’re all  what’s 
important to God. God can replace anything that you have and change anything you 
do but he can’t replace you. He made you distinctly who and what you are.

3



We have to understand that who we are is directly connected to who he is. God said 
this to me yesterday. He said, “You without the Lord is like a knob without a door.” 
He reminded me of John 10:7-9 where he said twice, “I am the door. I am the door.” 
So, basically what he’s saying is, without him, I have no purpose nor value, but in 
and through him, not only am I an awesome creation of God, but I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens me.

You got to know who you are. Before you go to school, to work, to church, before you 
join  that  club,  before  you  get  committed  to  another  committee,  you  got  to 
understand who you are. God needs you to know that. Who you are is foundational 
to how far you can go in life. 

G-O. The G is growth; the O is for order. If you don’t know who you are, you can’t 
establish proper growth and order in your life. God is your source. “God is my source 
and I have value because of who he is.”

God is our source. He didn’t create anything else in the universe like us. There’s a 
scripture that says, “What is  man that thou art mindful of  him?” I need you to 
understand how valuable you are. Did you hear what I said? I’m going to emphasize 
this. In my last few minutes, I want you to understand who you are.

You are fearfully and wonderfully made. You are the apple of his eye. You are his 
beloved. Nothing else means more to the god of the universe than each and every 
single one of you. Did you hear what I said? So, for all the people that believe the lie 
that  nobody loves me,  the devil  is  a liar.  He loves you and he has blessed and 
assigned equal human beings, not doings, that love you too.

I’m trying not to get happy before I finish my message. In Exodus 3:13-15, it says 
that, “Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God 
of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what 
shall I tell them?” God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say 
to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” God also said to Moses, “Say to the 
Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.’  “This is my name forever, the 
name you shall call me from generation to generation.”

You will not know who you are until you trust and obey The Great I Am. He is The 
Great I Am and you are his blessing that he created to give him praise, to give him 
worship,  to  bless  his  name.  Nobody  should  leave  here  or  any  place  else  down 
depressed, hurt, upset, angry, displaced, and frustrated. God loves you and has your 
back. If you are in one of those conditions, it’s not because of him, it’s because you 
took your focus off of him. 
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My wife preached a sermon for one of the ministries at our church. The Hear and Be 
Healed ministry had a retreat and the topic of her sermon had to do with holiness 
and God ministered how ‘holiness’ comes from the development of the healthy sense 
of self-esteem. The foundation of your sense of self-esteem is in understanding who 
you are in God.

You have self-worth that God has placed in you but if you don’t tap into the blessing 
of you who are, then you’ll live contrary to how he made you. Understand who you 
are. Look at your neighbor and say, “You don’t know who you are, but God is still 
teaching.”

God  is  going  to  get  us  right  yet.  Let  me give  you a  few things  that  determine 
identity or indicators of identity. One: Your face. Your face is the determinant of 
who you are. You look like the people who bore you and some people say you look 
like the people that clothe and feed you as well. Somebody say ‘Amen’ – something 
about feeding, clothing and taking care of somebody that makes you look like, or 
make them look like you.

There’s a quote that I found that said, “What you love is as unique to you as your 
fingerprints.” Your fingerprints are an indicator of who you are. No two fingerprints 
are  alike.  The  police  and  directional  order  can  find  anybody  based  on  their 
fingerprint. Everyone’s fingerprint, along with some other things, are separate and 
distinct. Even if you’re a twin, you and your twin have separate and distinct as your 
fingerprints.

Another  thing  that  determines  your  identity  is  your  father.  Momma  primarily 
affects your nurturing but Daddy affects your naturing, meaning the development 
and indication of your nature. You have your Daddy’s nature. So, even if you never 
knew or did not have a good relationship with your natural daddy, you have the 
genes and the DNA of your Heavenly Father.

Bishop always tells us that God has not just regenerated us but he has regenerated 
us. He has reassigned the genes and the DNA of Jesus Christ to our lives, once we 
accept him in a personal relationship.

Another indicator for you is your family. You know Him by your family. That’s your 
first  association  and  representation  of  who  you  are.  Your  relatives  are  a  great 
influence and have the greatest effect, initially, with you from a social standpoint. 
You’re connected to your family, but in addition to your family, you’re also known by 
your first name.

Your last name represents the plurality of family, but the first name represents the 
individuality  of  you as  a family  member.  When you read Scripture,  rarely  does 
someone have a last name per se. You have Joseph, David and Moses. It’s one name. 
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It  represents  who  they are  –  their  identity,  because they are  all,  and we’re  all 
supposed to be, first of all, connected to God.

Even in the Bible, it talks about how Simon was the son of Bar-Jonah, or ‘Bar-
Jonah’ meaning ‘the son of’ Jonah. Your name is what determines who you are as an 
individual but the foundation of who you are is the God that birthed you, blessed 
you, and protects you on a daily basis. 

You’re also known by your faith. The Scripture was read before I came up and I 
kind  of  chuckled  from  Hebrews  11:6  where  it  says,  “And  without  faith  it  is 
impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he 
exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.”

We must believe that He is. Say this with me. Say, “Behold, my Redeemer lives.” 
You got to understand that he is. Just because you can’t see him – he’s realer, or 
more real  than you are.  The one who made you is  more real than you,  who he 
created. Did you hear what I said?  You have to get that in here, and you have to get 
that deep down in here.

One other is your focus is an indicator of who you are. Bishop always tells us, “You 
become what you behold.” So, my question to you is what are you holding on to and 
what are you beholding onto? What’s your focus? Whatever gains and sustains your 
attention will ultimately change your life.

Before we close, I’d like to give you some things that do not determine your identity 
because, sometimes, it’s easier to explain what doesn’t have an effect on you than it 
is to explain what does. Three things have nothing to deal with your identity. One: 
fear of people and other created things. Never fear what God has made, and my 
bible tells me in the book of John that “All things were made by Him, and without 
Him, nothing was made that was made.” Don’t fear anything and don’t try to get 
your identity from any kind of fear. God said that he’s not given us a spirit of fear, 
but of power and love and a sound mind.

Two: Don’t get your identity from your feelings. I need about two days to teach on 
that.  Feelings  are  valid  but  feelings  are  fickle.  Feelings  are  not  foundational. 
Feelings are necessary as a part of your soul, but feelings are – If life is a train, then 
feelings ought to be the caboose and not the engine. Did you hear what I said? 

Don’t get your identity from fear, feelings and failure. You’re not what you did and 
you’re not what went wrong. Did you hear what I said? Don’t internalize failure. 
Failure is a function of doing; not a function of being.
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Paul said, “I am what I am, by the grace of God.” You are special to God and he 
needs you to understand who you are so you can do what He said you could do and 
then have what He said you could have.

Finally,  understand that who you are is  a child of  God,  a disciple of  Christ,  an 
ambassador to the kingdom of God and a servant of the king. And the fifth thing 
that he calls us is ‘friend’. Say, “I am a friend of God.” Say it one more time. Amen, 
amen, amen, Praise the Lord.

If  you would like this message,  please log on to AirJesus.com and do a random 
search on “Identify Yourself”. Thank you for joining us for Brothers of the Word 
because brother you need the Word.
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