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Hi good morning everyone. It is certainly a pleasure to stand before you today and I 
just want to thank my Emery for giving me the introduction. See, I didn’t know 
what you're going to say today. (00:01:01). With this being Mother’s Day, another 
have been several references already for my kids but since this is Mother’s Day, I 
have bragging rights so I can just reintroduce them and you met Emery, Emery, 
that’s my girl. She is the Dean's List at Agnes Scott College Intuitions Class. And 
Elisha, Elisha, that’s my girl. She is straight-A's Harvard-bound I'm sure. I'm very, 
very proud of her. And Alexis, now that’s my girl. I call her my million dollar baby 
so we’ll figure it out how that's going to work out later. And Charlie, Charlie is here. 
I think I've seen him up here. Oh, there he is. He’s my young man and I have to tell 
him a little proper love that I have to show the girls and I know he doesn’t 
appreciate it now but I keep telling him in 20 years he’s going to appreciate it. 
Maybe 15, but definitely 20, you're so glad that I'm making you do the same, I'm 
making you do. You’d be so happy.

So one interesting traits about him is that he does not asking so much. Emery, sort 
of quiet this semester where she had to go to Broadway, so it’s like can I get 
somebody to go to New York? And Elisha is going to Paris within a couple of weeks. 
So tell me one day said, “Can I go to Paris?” Well, Charlie didn’t ask for anything, 
all he does -- he just asked for lunch money. It’s like, “Can I get $2 for lunch?” 
“Yeah.” So as a mother and really as a person, one thing that I always told myself or 
one thing I know about myself is that I have to be myself. I want to be me nobody 
else in here, nobody else, anywhere else. I want to run my race and stay in my lane 
and not compare, not compete and not complain. I really don’t want what anybody 
else has as nice as it maybe and wonderful and from my elder’s life maybe. I want 
my life or whatever your achievements are, those are yours, whatever your 
problems are those are yours.

But I just want what's mine and I have to laugh at every few months and so and my 
neighborhood there’s a -- we have what we call I think it's the Cleanup Day and so 
people do garage sale and you see people coming out early Saturday morning going 
from house to house to house, going just the garage sale to see what they can get. 
Well I don’t do garage sale. I don’t want what anybody else has. If you don’t want 
your junk, why do I want your junk? And they -- and you're going to start and you 
go on top of that? No, I don’t want it.

So I'm staying in lane, competently in my lane. I thought at one point that I wanted 
to be in other mother’s lane and be acknowledged stay-at-home mom but eventually 
I said, “Oh I got to get out of here, I'm just going to eat, I'm just going to read the 
paper. I get talk to somebody. I got to get out of here.” So that has been my lane and 
it is really worked out for my family, for my kids. You know if I try to follow 
somebody else in their lane, I would be in the wrong lane. And it’s always been 
noticeable that my kids are, you know pretty quite, mild-mannered and you know 
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they're just up in school. To be in school and not be the class clown, not to show off 
in other ways and as a parent, I've never tried to just walk-in in schools on my way 
around. Oh I was like (00:05:04) to have a business. These are my kids. They're the 
best in the world. The greatest, the cuties, the smartest and I never had to say 
anything like that because it's just always manifest it and the teacher and the 
leaders in school who always take that up without me even having to say one word 
and I'm just truly grateful for that.

Now they are the cuties, smartest, greatest. So you can try to find some who can 
beat them, but you know you might have a little problem, might be hard for them. 
And our district call(ph) from elementary school I was at a particular program and 
the librarian came up to me and we were talking about something and I don’t know 
how I -- I guest I must to say something about I'm going to go to work or something. 
She said, “Oh! I thought you were stay-at-home mom because your kids are so calm 
and they’re so well-mannered. I said, “No, no I'm not. You know just to talk about 
all the time.” And I thought that was just the highest compliment, that anyone 
could pay me just to think that was sitting 24/7 with them. But what is it just the 
foundation that they have and their overall personality. So they’ve been a truthful 
blessing to me, not a cursed but definitely a blessing. And one thing about it is I 
have, always been at every program, every event, every meeting, everything. So 
they’ll never be able to say, “Oh, my mom, went to work, didn’t come to support me.” 
(00:06:33), you know that is not true.

So, I make sure that they know that I would be there and support them no matter 
what. And I was going to leave early, don’t be late and I do it all, whatever it takes 
I’ll be there. And as far as these moving strangers on the street I been sort of, I 
guess I need to say a little -- I wouldn’t say bewilder, but not really bewilder. But 
there are times when we’ve been sitting at the table or the restaurant and 
particularly when we (00:07:04) all of the time there would be the four of us in the 
table and our kids at the table and people come up and say, “Wow! They’re so well-
mannered and they’re so quite.” And we’re like, “Oh, I guest, yes we are. You know 
never struck us. They were really that control.” But then I want to also say, “Well, 
what do you expect? (00:07:26) just lying around.” You know, that’s it no control, no 
blessing?”

So that’s it, they’ve been our true blessings. I did a quick call on my kids just what 
we have a couple of days to find out what were some of the life lesson(ph) that 
they’ve learned in dealing with me. And some of the answers I got back were doing 
big, number two don’t take the easy way out, number three this is my personal 
favorite be the lender not the borrower, carry the moment not that material. And 
the way that we got on that topic one day is I asked them and I said, “(00:08:09) for 
your birthday last year?” They’re like, “Oh, no just the last year.” So you know they 
can remember two years or five years and that’s it. “Well, do you remember what 
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you did for your birthday?” And, “Oh, yeah, yeah. (00:08:24) this is the different 
thing (00:08:28).”

So my point was then was you’re not always going to remember the materials 
things, but you will remember the moment and the people. And another lesson, 
(00:08:41) found relationship, take your money. And the reason that I'm even able 
to stand before you so I definitely as a mother encourager, provider is because of the 
promise that spelled out and come 1.5 first line where the promise tells us that the 
Lord is good to all and can more -- overall his work. So the Lord is good to all 
meaning me, meaning you and (00:09:18) are all of his work. His works are the 
thing he does and his work again on him and him. So his bless and the mercy are 
over us.

And I know that God is good. I don’t have to tip on my shoulder, something like that 
is out to get me, I know that he is good and I'm confident and comfortable in leaning 
on that goodness. And that goodness is what has given me the light that I have and 
the family that I have, I can lean on it, relax on, trust on, rely on, depend on, God’s 
goodness and always his goodness.

Two years ago I had a group as being at (00:10:07) at the hotel and this is a really, 
really fancy hotel. It’s super fancy. So I'm all dressed up, walking in and we’re few 
minutes early, so sit down in this chair in the lobby and just wait until -- whatever 
it was what we’re supposed to be doing and as soon as that start to happen, boom! 
The chair fell apart, hit the floor. The chair just fell apart. So from that moving on, I 
haven't even trusted the chair that I sit in, but I know that I can lean on, rely on, 
depend on, confidently relax on the goodness of God. And the word good is so simple 
even a three-year-old can tell you what good is, if you said anything (00:11:06) they 
know what that mean or they are might (00:11:10) and say, “Oh, this is good,” or 
what’s comes in our own TV or 2012 really the iPod they said, “Oh, yeah this is a 
good show, I like watching things.

So the very proper concept and this is more difficult to misunderstand it, so you 
understand that God is good as easy to understand and the deeper things that God 
are really wrapped up in his simple goodness. You can have a complicated disease 
undiagnosable, but God simple goodness will just -- I mean to heal you just like 
that. You can have the most complicated financial matters, but God goodness is 
powerful enough to deliver you, that simple goodness powerful enough to deliver 
you. About six or seven or, eight months ago, we got letter from the IRS and if 
you’re like me, you don’t want to see any envelope in your mailbox that have IRS, 
the (00:12:06) address.

So open up the letter and just said, “Hello Bronner, we are so proud, so happy to let 
you know that you owe us $10,000 and to make it easy for you here is an envelope 
and if you don’t want to pay the whole thing right now here is some coupons and 
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you can just pay it monthly (00:12:31).” I'm like, “Okay, I know there is a plan.” I 
guess for the JK, the JP stuff, they’ll never found that in the letter, but I see that 
there was a good plan. So, immediately knew that what ever we’re going to say -- I 
knew where the problem was. So, I’ll pay more together, got my letter and send it 
back to the IRS, few weeks later, here comes the letter that says, “Hi Bronner, we’re 
so glad to let you know that we process your letter and we owe you a refund.”

Okay, that was like (00:13:11). So the refund is in the amount of $6.35, but how 
many of you know I already pay $6.35 and has to owe to $10,000? That was 
(00:13:30) where that is it, this is like, “Here’s my deposit, go and put it in.” So God 
goodness got us out of that financial matter and it’s because of his goodness that I 
can encourage my kids to dream, not because of me, not because of them but it’s 
because God is good and I know that he’ll bring those dreams to path. But what my 
kids don’t see is their opinion about (00:14:01) know of God please let me be right 
about this, please let me be right about this, gives me advice. This is the right not to 
take them in, but I'm on relying on, depending on something on God and his 
goodness to bring some of those to path into your life. And one thing that I do want 
them to truly, truly understand is that God is not the source of their problem. God 
is the source of their dreams.

So don’t rely on, depend on, trust on this church or the minister, or some one you 
foresee to be well all because guest what, you got to pay rent, they got to pay rent. 
You have to gas in your car, they have to gas in their car. If you got to pay daycare, 
they got to pay the care. You’ve got a (00:14:48), they’ve got a bad (00:14:50). So 
you’re talking to somebody who and really the same both of you. So you’re not going 
to get a whole lot of empathy but what you need is to stay leaning on, depending on, 
trusting on, relying on God goodness to get you through everything that you need 
and what God and the mercy at work in your life with everything is.

So if you know how to hear some stories brought in hand, well on your success story, 
don’t tell me even the top story, I want to hear your success story. And all that they 
got is really have time to do is to do good. He doesn’t have time any other kind 
foolishness nothing else. That's all is to them, it’s just to do you good. 2nd Chronicle 
16:9 says that, “The eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth,” 
listening for someone that he can show himself strong through, so he can show 
himself strong in behalf of someone of those whose heart is perfect for him. So he’s 
running through and fro looking you while you’re hiding so him, but all he wants to 
do is do you good.

He’s not sitting back grabbing in some deep dark corner and trying to figure out 
how to bring evil and deceit and lack into your life, he is planning your good. He’s 
planning your good, not only for you but generationally, so that is protectable and 
that it last forever. So, if you’re running from God thinking, “Why with me Lord? 
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Why is it always have to happen to me?” But God is trying to find you so he can give 
you some good.

His plans are not to harm you, but to give you a hope and a future. And Jesus came 
through the earth just to do good and to pull people from the Devil. Acts 10:38 says, 
“how God anointed him with the holy spirit and with power, and he went about 
doing good and healing all those all that were oppressed of the Devil, so God was 
with him.” So he went about doing good, healing all who are oppressed of the Devil. 
And all of my feelings with God, I know he’s (00:17:16), I know he’s merciful, he’s 
kind, he’s loving, he can be the best friend you can ever have, he’ll bless you. You 
know I know that, but the thing that I really like most about God his most 
outstanding characteristics is his track record. He has the most phenomenal, 
impressive track record of anybody I ever seen. You just really can't beat it and 
when you’ve done it before, you’ll do it again. What he have done for you, he will do 
it for me or he done for me, he will do it for you. And that all apart of his simple 
homegrown goodness.

You heard us less than earlier here my daughters (00:18:03) Emory University, she 
goes to Agnes Scott. Well, if you are a parent looking to the colleges, then you know 
than neither one of those schools in instances. And when I went to Emory I have to 
give definitely give some more credit to my mother because she was the single 
mother at that time and put me through in Emory University, she spent all the 
time, four years and she did it. And when there was a time for my own child to go to 
school I said, “Oh, this is going to be big deal.” And we just decided (00:18:44) and 
said, “Okay, you know God is better (00:18:48), put him to the school, put me to 
school.” Surely, he’s going to put her to the school too.

We are just leaving that on faith and just got from Agnes Scott and we are very 
proud. That’s God track record. He says it (00:19:07) Emory University no matter is 
surely, he compete part to Agnes Scott, these two pairs. And in this complete grand 
scheme of the world, grand scheme of things is really humbling to know that God 
just want to doing good. I mean I'm really I'm nobody, but he still just want to do 
me good and let me leave the best life possible. And in the grand scheme of things, 
I'm nobody but God has passed every test that I was set before him. Meeting 
nobody, he takes the test that I gave him. He had filled in every blank, he’s written 
out every essay, he take the right -- the most (00:19:56) work and come up with the 
right answer.

And truly no matter how great and awesome and grand and magnificent he did is 
this all born down to God being a good God. So you can always relax on, lean on, 
depend on, rely on and trust on. You can put your money on God in goodness. And I 
will do the same and while you run your way enjoying his goodness, staying your 
way, don’t compare, don’t compete and don’t complain.
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