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Nathaniel Bronner
I am immensely honored tonight to present our guest speaker. How many of you 
were here? Once again, how many of you were here last night? Were we blessed last 
night? We were blessed. We were blessed last night. We've been talking about all 
day long and I've just been on the phone calling and telling people about this man. 
So you got to come hear this man. This man is so awesome and I don’t have his bio 
in front of me but after hearing him last night you don’t need a bio.

He shared with us  some profound things.  Yet  they were  simple  and he’s  not  a 
minister by record. He’s really a highly educated finance person, an economist, been 
in the corporate world. Worked for some of the top 100 Fortune companies in the 
world and have a business and lecturer and author and all of these things. But yet I 
would  have  to  say  after  hearing  him last  night,  he’s  one  of  the  most  powerful 
pastors, ministers that I have ever heard in my life. And I talked to him briefly 
before service and I said, “You know the thing about hearing you last night, the 
thing that touched all of us the most was the sincerity of your heart.” I said, “You 
have a sincerity of heart that most pastors don’t have.” I said, “Most pastors are 
caught up in trying to perform and put on a show and do all of these things.” I said, 
“But  we  could  feel  the  sincere  Christ-likeness  in  your  heart.  We could  feel  the 
sincerity coming from you and we appreciate that so much.” And so I just want to 
present to you someone who is so much like Jesus. A wonderful man, a great man, 
simple man and he share his heart so wonderfully. So tonight join me in receiving 
the ministry gift of Mr. Donald Barden.

Don Barden
Thank you. Came back huh? I don’t know why you need me up here these guys are 
great. I thought I would just have them sing all night. Well last night I talked about 
coincidence.  I said, “There are none.”  How many agree with me on that? I said, 
“Coincidences are just God’s way of remaining anonymous.” That meant something 
to me. That was kind of my song and they don’t know that. So to have heard that 
beforehand I needed that. So thank you all for doing that. And another thing, I'm so 
grateful and thankful for all of the e-mails and the voice mails and things I got late 
last night. You all need to go bail out earlier because they were kind of -- there are 
some really late e-mails flying but thank you. I mean that just means more than 
you know to someone to have that little attitude of gratitude, that little outreach. So 
thank you for the kind and the warm e-mails and the welcoming back. So I'm glad 
to be here. I can't believe you're back but I'm glad that you are, and we’re going to 
have fun.

Now just to bring you up to speed, to tell you a little bit of what we’re doing, last 
night was the opening night of Revival right? Tonight’s the middle and then the 
tomorrow is going to be the close. You know how like in a race event like for race 
cars and things? You always start out real fast. Things slow down a little bit. You're 
bargaining for a position right? You're drafting and doing things but then in the end 
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what do you do? All the way down you take off okay. Well tonight, we’re drafting. 
We’re just going to get a little bit behind the other race cars and make sure we fully 
understand what’s coming up tomorrow. Does that make sense?

So tonight, I'm going to put on my professor hat on for you. That’s why I brought 
notes. I usually don’t use notes but we’re going to tonight because I don’t want to 
miss anything, all right? We’re going to go back to Sunday school. If you were here 
last night, you remember, I talked about Sunday school. How it was so impactful in 
my life when I was little and I just enjoyed that Jesus. I enjoyed that Jesus who 
loved the little children. I enjoyed this romantic time and that’s really what it was 
in a relationship between God and man. It was romance. It was a dance. It was a 
waltz that was going on. And we teach kids in Sunday school, but sometimes when 
they come out in Sunday school and they face reality that’s not that good of a dance. 
And you kind of get lost, and that’s what happened to me. Personally, that’s what 
happened.

I was born a Christian. I am a Christian. I’ll stay a Christian until the day I die. It 
doesn’t matter. I am Christian. I believe in God. I believe in the Holy Father. I 
believe in Jesus Christ. I believe He died for our sins. I believe He is there today 
and He will be there tomorrow. That’s what I believe. But there's times in your life 
where you get a little lost and that happened to me, and you were kind enough to let 
me share that with you last night. But in that same thing of no coincidence looking 
back, I know that the things that were happening were for a reason. And I don’t 
know if you have your notes tonight but as a professor, I'm going to ask you to write 
a few things down.

Here’s one thing we learned. Things don’t happen to you.  They happen for you. It’s 
very important that you remember that. As you go through life and you see things 
and things come around that you don’t expect,  they're not happening to you. So 
there is nothing to blame, there is nothing to worry, nothing to be surprised, just be 
grateful and thankful because they're happening for you.

I had no idea that the things that were happening were happening for me when 
they were happening. But ultimately what it did was it led to me a place where I got 
better at it. I always had that feeling of God around me. I just didn’t know God. And 
then I had an incredible experience 25 years later. Maybe almost 30 years later, 
where I was at a ministry event and the pastor was talking about the walls that you 
build up around you that prevent you from God. And those walls sometimes that 
you build, no one else builds, you build you are the cause of these walls. Sometimes 
gets so great and so big around you that you don’t even see the wall anymore. I 
don’t know if anybody understood what I meant by that last night if you had that in 
your life before.
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But what this pastor did was he methodically walked me through a process that 
said, “Look, there's the wall that’s preventing you from knowing God the way you 
should know him.” You know him. You know he’s out there. You believe he is out 
there, but you don’t have a connection with him because you, me, I, built a wall. 
And through his process, he was able to tell me. He said, “Most people go out there 
and they just say ‘Oh God help me. Oh God do this, God do that’” and they don’t 
understand that sometimes it might be bouncing right back because you built that 
wall.

What we should be asking God is what is that wall? He can tear down a wall, you 
can't. You built it, you can't tear it down. He can tear it down, but He’s not going to 
do it until you ask Him to show you that wall because you are in essence blind. You 
built something up that’s so dark around you that you don’t even see it anymore 
and that’s what happened. I asked God what that wall was, and He told me that 
was my future. Now I didn’t understand that in the least little bit but when the 
pastor went on to say, “Now you know what it is whether you understand it or not. 
Ask God to take that wall away. Ask him to break it down.” And I did and the most 
wonderful  thing happened to me.  I  saw God and it  was that  God from Sunday 
school. It wasn’t that hard lying thing of the church that I grew up in that kind of 
said, “You have to do this, you have to value, you have to fear, you have to do all 
these things.”  It  was that  warm, loving God who came back into my life  and I 
figured I told you the truth. I felt a color. I saw a color and I felt that color. I felt 
that warm embrace when I heard God say something to me that just set me free 
and it was real simple. He said, “Why are you so worried about your future when I 
blessed you so much in the past?”

And it just opened my eyes. I could see everything now. I could see the distress and 
all things I was worried about needed to go away and they did. They just vanished 
because there was this God, that God that I knew as a little boy that I got confused 
about and didn’t understand as an adult. He was always there but I have built up a 
wall and as soon as I asked Him to take down that wall that he had revealed back 
to me, everything began to change. Things were happening for me, not to me.

And then as a few years go by, I happen to be in passing and see an interview with 
a gentleman named Bruce Marchiano, who was a great actor and he played Jesus. 
And at first I rejected that and said, “Oh here comes another one of those Hollywood 
Jesus stories.” Okay, remember what said that remember this -- you did it. That's 
right, it's the “I love you Jesus but don’t touch me because I'm holy.” The European 
renaissance  Jesus  okay  which  never  made  sense  to  me  because  that’s  not  the 
Sunday school Jesus, that’s not that Jesus that I loved as a child and lost, and that’s 
not the God that I felt, but at the same time, it was still out there.

Well Bruce gave this incredible interview where he said, “That’s not how it was.” 
Here’s a God who loves you so much. He's one to go to the extreme, which we’ll get 

4



to, but at the end, He loves you so much that He will laugh with joy with you. He 
will cry with you. He will let you wrestle and tackle and high-five you. He would do 
whatever it is you want to do because He loves you just like a father loves his son he 
loves you too. And he told a story about the blind man, so it made sense to me and 
then I said, “Oh, here comes that blind story coming back up again.” And he said, 
“Yeah.”  He said, “The blind can see.” And he said, “Imagine this story when he 
healed the blind. He didn’t do the -- go to the temple. He hugged them and they 
laughed and they cried and with a smile as big as you can be." He said, “Now go to 
the temple and do what you’ve always wanted to do.” He set the man free out of 
love.

So when I  saw that  it  all  came back to  me and I  said,  “That's  it."  It  all  came 
crashing down to me. And I said, “That’s that Jesus. That’s that one.” It just took 
someone else to do it. And when I saw that I realized once again, it was happening 
for me. I just didn’t know what that ‘for’ was. A couple of years later goes by and I'm 
having to write papers. I write a lot of papers and a big one was coming up. It's a 
doctoral thesis where I had to prove something and I was struggling on what it was 
to prove.

I was on the beach one night with my children. There were fireworks going off. It 
was the fourth of July. Literally it was the fourth of July. And it hit me like cold 
water in the face. It’s that idea, that hypothesis. The thing that I was supposed to 
prove in my life was right there and I was like a giggly little kid again. I thought, 
“This is it. This is what I'm supposed to do with my life.” So we set out to prove it.

Now the name of that is the Perfect Plan and what it was, that radical hypothesis 
that I told you at the end last night was that that the apostles of Jesus Christ had a 
marketing plan. That they didn’t just go out like a bunch of numb-nuts and just 
happen to be successful. That Jesus when He came down in the loving nature that 
He did and He spent three years with these gentlemen these12 guys, 11 made it so 
it’s okay. But He spent that time with them and He trained them and He taught 
them something. But more than that,  He held them accountable for because He 
gave them a mission that they needed to accomplish. And that mission today, they 
put in perspective from a business side is one-third global market share. Nobody 
has got that okay? And it lasted 2000 years.

The best we got is a beer brewery in the Czech Republic that’s been around about 
300 years okay? That’s it. Nobody else is close to that, 2000 years and one-third 
global market share. There had to be some training. So we started thinking, “What 
is it about this Bible that all these stories that we seem to read them differently.” 
We read them with that European kind of flare to it. We read them as if it’s being 
barked at us sometimes. We read it without emotion. And then I started thinking, 
“If that plan is there. If it’s discoverable, if we can do deep inside to do it, then we’re 
probably going to learn a lot more than just that, but we got to figure out how to 
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make it work, how to process that because this was a scientific study. I mean this 
was real. We had to prove it and proof doesn’t come from just, “Hey I told you so.” 
There are steps that have to be accomplished. So we knew if we could go through 
those steps and prove it, then it will work. But we also went back to that story that 
Bruce Marchiano  acted  through.  That  it’s  really  about  listening  to  what  was 
written, not reading, not reading, does that make sense?

The Bible was spoken and it was dictated and people wrote it down. That’s how they 
were able to duplicate and replicate the pages of it. So when Matthew himself was 
writing it out. He was actually telling the story. So whenever you tell a story, you 
don’t  tell  it  like you read it.  You tell  it  with emotion.  And so he  probably was 
throwing emotion in it at a time when he was going through this book or this letter 
that he was writing. So we thought, “Okay if Bruce was able to do it in acting and 
he was able to throw that emotion into it. We ought to be able to go back and read 
the Bible with that same emotion and we had to dig deep.” And we haven’t learned 
things. And we had to take our minds to different places and we knew that if we 
did, then it will start slowly revealing itself and it did. 

So that’s  where we’re going to pick up tonight.  It’s  going to be a little bit  more 
academic. I'm going to ask you to write some things down. We’re going to talk about 
three  stories  specifically  that  you  would  have  heard  and  should  have  heard  in 
Sunday school, but we’re going to do in a little bit of a different flare. We’re going to 
do it as if it was spoken, not as if it was written. Is that good? You guys want to 
hang with me tonight? Okay so everybody passes my class by the way so you don’t 
have worry about it.

Now there are two things that -- there's one thing that we learned in the very, very 
beginning as we started anatomically and scientifically going back to the Bible. We 
learned that when we read the Bible, and remember last night I challenge you to 
read the Bible.  And to read the Bible,  doesn’t  mean pull  out  of  few verses  and 
chapters out of order. Read the Bible means start on Genesis 1 and read it like a 
novel all the way through.

Now I'm always shocked. I read a lot. Secular, non- secular, everything and there's 
a  lot  of  really  good  books  out  there.  They’ve  got  sex,  drugs,  intrigue,  power 
struggles. They’ve got war. They have all these things going on in these great books. 
Folks, you wouldn’t even get out of the book of Genesis if you read that thing and all 
that stuff is right there if you just read it. I mean it happened okay? There's stuff in 
there seriously. They don’t talk about Sunday school for a reason.

So just read the Bible. That’s what we did. So I read it seven times back-to-back and 
every time it  revealed itself  to me even more.  But one thing we learned in the 
beginning  was  that  the  Bible  was  about  two  different  types  of  people.  Every 
character in the Bible was one or the other. And these people were either reactive or 
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they were  generative.  And generative  means you're  not  generous.  It  means  you 
generate things. You create things. You're constantly moving forward. Then you're 
asking questions about how can it be better? You're not reacting to things.

Now what's interesting, we could always tell the reaction people because they did 
two things. They always act surprised and they always blame somebody else. So if 
there  was a surprise or there was blame,  you could just  check reactive  by that 
person okay? If they looked at it and they said, “Well I didn’t anticipate that.” That’s 
okay. They weren’t surprised, they just didn’t anticipate it, but I know that’s helped 
me get to another place, a better place. God’s leading me to a different direction. 
Then that person was generative. They were trying to create things and do things 
differently. And they never ever said, "What went wrong?" They always say, “What 
can I do better next time?” That’s it, every character in the Bible was either reactive 
or they were generative.

So once we figure that out about the second or third passing, we went back through 
it and we said, “You know I think we’re missing something really early on.” Most 
books when they are written, they kind of hit you quick so you know it. You know 
the story and then it kind of backs up a little bit and then tells another story, kind 
of gets you going. Now the story of the Bible actually told was a little bit two folds. 
There's two theories, two themes going on at the same time. One theme is a father-
son story. It’s a story about God and his son Jesus and it starts a long time ago. And 
it tells about the growth of this and the relationship between the two. The other 
story was our story. This literally the history of mankind, and one thing that we 
found that was amazing was if you think about a book and you think, “Okay, what 
are they going to hit me away quick?”

Every book, every movie does foreshadowing, why? It kind of tells you the deal right 
there. We went back and said, “What is it telling us? What does the very beginning 
of the Bible telling us?” And so we just read, and we read it with that thought 
process in mind and it was simple. It said, “In the beginning, God created.” In the 
beginning, God created. God was generative okay? He created. And then it goes on 
and tells this wonderful story of these immense galaxies and this Earth, and the 
things that were happening here is beyond our own imagination.

We actually  had that  kind of  unglue the sci-fi  network.  You know because you 
watch  so  many  science  fiction  movies  and  you  see  all  these  stuff  that  kind  of 
becomes of, “I can make a galaxy. You know that’s easy, okay?” But if you unplug 
that and you really think about the enormity of what was happening, it’s amazing. 
But it goes back to that first thing, God created. And then on a few days later okay 
and we know every work is a real day or 24 hours, that doesn’t matter. But the 
point was a few days later, God created us. But here was the line that we have been 
missing. He created us, remember how? In His own image, what does that mean? 
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You may have ever asked what that meant? It says that He created us to be like 
Him.

Now how are we supposed to know what He’s like? Well guess what? The very first 
sentence of the Bible told you what He was like, “And God created.” God is the great 
creator and we are supposed to be like Him. So therefore we are what? Creators, our 
existence is about exploration and creativity. It’s about growing. It’s about moving 
out  and  going  beyond.  It’s  about  trusting  to  this  great  God  who  built  these 
wonderful  things  has built  us  to  go  beyond our  boundaries.  To not  think about 
hiding,  to not think about putting things under rock and being cowards,  but  to 
stand up and take big steps forward because He created this immense galaxy. This 
wonderful thing that He wants us to enjoy and He made us to be like him so we can 
understand that and we can go out there and do it ourselves. It says it right there.

But there's always the bad guy in every movie right? So you can't have you know 
this great hero’s journey. You can't have any type of story working without the good 
guy and the bad guy right? The guy with the white hat on and the guy with the 
dark hat on and whatever happens, there's always the good and the bad. There's 
always that conflict that occurs. What happens pretty darn quick, done that? If you 
read the story,  that will  last very long before we sort of  goofed the thing up as 
mankind. But what was interesting, while we were studying it, we learned to ask 
why.

Now traditionally in the church you're told because God wants it that way, okay? 
You're told because the Bible tells me so. We thought, yeah but it doesn’t ever say 
you can't ask why, you know? So we started saying, “Well why?” Why are you so 
hung up over an apple? You know that doesn’t seem to be that big of a deal. If you're 
so forgiving, what's the deal? It’s a pretty substantial punishment if you think about 
it. So we thought, that just seems out of place, so maybe we ought to look at this a 
little  different.  Maybe  they're  telling  us  something  different  here.  And then we 
started saying, “Well maybe it wasn’t the apple thing.” Actually some scholars now, 
just a little side note, think it was a banana. Seriously it’s true, true story. The 
original  Greek and Hebrew translation refers  to  it  as a seedless fruit.  The only 
seedless fruit in that area, because it couldn’t reproduce itself, the evil of it. The 
only seedless fruit would have been a banana, just something to think about.

Okay, so it really doesn’t matter right? So anyway, what was it that happened there 
in  the  Garden of  Eden that  was  so  substantial  that  the  whole  story  started to 
change? And then we said, “Well maybe it was how they reacted.” What did Eve do? 
She blamed. What did Adam do? He acted surprised. Blame and surprise, gee what 
does  that  mean?  You're  reactive.  Okay  so  here  come  our  first  two  reactive 
characters and God didn’t like that. That didn’t sit too well with Him because He 
created us to be creators. Creators ourselves which should go out there and generate 
and go forward, not go backwards.
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So in the very, very beginning we see the conflict occur between a reactive people 
and generative people. People who want to act surprised and blame and people who 
say, “I'm out of here, I'm going to do some good. Let's go out there and help other 
people. Let's grow, let's explore, and let's do great things.” So then we start saying, 
“Okay that’s the key to this thing.” So let's keep studying and let's start looking at 
it.

Now, the reason most of you don't read the Bible is because there’s something long, 
long stretches of incredibly boring things. There's a lot of begotten and there's a lot 
of knowing okay? Well that’s code word for right? So I got to be careful. There’s a 
stretch  in  Genesis  around the  fourth  chapter  in  Genesis  where  there’s  a  lot  of 
knowing going on. This person -- and then everyone once in a while they throw in 
something. And the first throw and that get you with is he had two wives. So you're 
thinking, “That’s weird.” And you go, “You know, he didn’t make it very far in life.” 
So they go over here and you keep going here, you're reading, you're reading, you're 
reading, and then they start throwing these things out at you. And what we learned 
and with other people seeing this too was when they take the time in this lineage 
ladder that they're building to mention something. It’s probably important, right? 
You know that?

I'm a social economist, I'm an anthropologist. I look at things about decisions and I 
say, “Why did they decide to do that?” So we started looking at the original codes, 
the original words and the order and I thought, “Well maybe it means something?” 
So we took all the begotten and all the knowing out and we just stuck those people 
in line to have that extra little thing they said about them. It’s about to get really 
creepy folks.

Let me tell you what happened. The first one that came out, I'm going to do this, I'm 
going to read out my notes so I get it right. You got Adam and Eve then you got all 
the conflict between Cain and Abel, right? Cain overreacts. He reacts, then he kills 
Abel. He acts surprised, "I didn't know what happened" okay? And he tries to blame 
somebody else. You see the formula going on? And then Seth comes around. Seth is 
the sort of the replacement. He’s the next son and he starts going and then it starts 
to happen. Well when Cain gets cast out, okay? He’s told that he’s going to be a 
wonderer. That’s a significant word. He’s just going to wonder.

Now he's afraid and he says, "I don’t like that. There are some people out there" 
okay? And they're not going to like my -- what I've done here" and God says, "Just 
go, start being generative. Go, go and I'm going to push you out this time and go." 
So it tells that story but the bible specifically says that they were wondering. And 
they go this genealogy coming out and this is the first thing it says, and blah-blah-
blah  and  he  created  tents.  That’s  weird.  Why  they  care  about  that?  Well  the 
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question on why it should be reversed, what were they doing before that? They were 
wondering, right?

So that means there was no shelter, there was nowhere for these humans to go. 
They  were  just  wondering  around,  and  what  were  they  wondering  around  for? 
Probably food, where were they staying? Caves and crevices, they had nothing. But 
now  the  Bible  clearly  says,  "This  guy  built  a  tent."  So  now  from  a  social 
anthropological view point, you can move. You're not stopped to just the half mile or 
quarter mile around you because you're going to be reactive and get away from 
those whatever is out there, dinosaurs or saber-tooth tigers or whatever.  At the 
time it was very clear, we we're not on top of the food chain okay? So we had to be 
careful that time.

But anyway so they build tents so we can stop wondering and we can move our 
homes  around.  That’s  interesting.  But  this  one  and  blah-blah-blah-blah  and  he 
domesticated animals.  They just  threw that  in  there.  What  does  that  mean?  It 
means you can control food supply. See most anthropologists will tell you that when 
any type of civilization domesticates animals, the first thing they do is farm.

So it starts saying okay, "Everybody's on their own today. You go find a few berries. 
Good luck if you can knock out a dinosaur, good for you." Everybody is on their own 
all day long, wandering around, but now we can at least move our shelter. But this 
guy over here he domesticated animals. So now these bigger things with horns like 
ox's and all they can pull plows and we can take this over area here and we can feed 
100 people. So this 100 people don’t have to wonder around for food everyday. You 
see the social evolution is just, bam, they just happen. Blah-blah-blah, begotten, 
begotten, begotten. A guy named Jubilee pops up. Do you know the word "Jubilee?" 
Guess what Jubilee created, music. Why they create music because he's got time.

"See we're not going to wonder around all over the place. I had to go back on my 
tent. I don’t have to get up at the crack of dawn and work until midnight every 
night trying to find a few berries because Jose over there and Fred and Jacob and 
all these other guys they've domesticated animals and they're farming. So we can 
get into their crops. So I got a little time with my hands. So what am I going to do? I 
want to be generative. I want to be creative. I wonder what happens about blowing 
the stick with these holes on it." So now we had music coming up okay? So they will 
start looking at begotten, begotten, begotten, and then all of a sudden this wow 
thing  happens.  Its  guy  named  Tubalcain  or  Tubalcain,  depending  on  how  you 
pronounce it. Tubalcain said he invented iron, and then he just kind of fades away.

Now what was so significant about that? We went from wonderers to having tent so 
we can move our shelters around. So that we can domesticate animals, so we can 
farm, to get a little free time. So we kind of came up with music and then some guy 
within that free time in his creativity, invented iron. Now a significant thing about 
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Tubalcain was what church'  position going back 3000 say's about this man. The 
Bible kind a stops there and jumps to the next story. Do you know who Tubalcain's 
sister married? Noah. Do you ever ask how he cut the trees down? Think about that.

The Bible is very specific about Noah's Ark. You can't make this curve like this. You 
can't do things like this unless you have tools. But the Bible specifically walks us 
through quickly our social evolution of humanity for a reason. So Tubalcain had 
invented iron. So his sister can marry a man named Noah. And so when it comes off 
for Noah to build his ark, guess what? Something happened for him, didn’t it? It 
didn't happen to him.

So we started looking at this one. Wow. This is more than what we bargained for. 
There's a lot of stuff in here isn't there? If you really start reading this and going 
through it, it's pretty cool. So we study a few other things, my favorite stories, and 
people are always asking, what's your favorite book in the Bible? I say, "Well there 
were  two.  In the  Old Testament,  it's  Esther.  In  the  New Testament  is  James." 
James in the New Testament is like the half time quote or the quote to half time, 
coming and giving you that. Get out there and go for it kind of a thing.

Esther is this beautiful, beautiful story but what's cool about Esther is if you know 
the story "Deserts his wife, kind of made him mad at a party and this over served I 
guess. And then he kind of get rid of her and then he got a -- he wanted to find the 
most beautiful woman in all of Persia. So they went out and had a beauty contest 
but there is this line in there that says, "Xerxes had to leave for a year." And when 
he came back he wanted to make sure that his new bride was ready. Do you ever 
ask where he went for a year? We did okay?

So he said, "Well that’s interesting." So he started talking to these scholars and in 
these historians and they said,  "Oh it's  pretty easy.  We know exactly where he 
went." Now how many of here have seen the movie "300" great movie right? It was 
good. Do you remember the king's name? Xerxes the same guy from Persia, okay. 
What scholars came back and did the math was that he had -- during that year, and 
it matched perfectly. He had taken an entire Persian Army and they ran up to try to 
run into the Spartans. And Three Hundred Spartans kicked this rear end all the 
way back into Persia. So he wasn't in a good mood when he got back. And if anybody 
is ever a marine or marine core officer you go into Navy. You're required to read a 
book called "Hell's Gate" and that’s a story about the Battle of Thermopylae where 
the 300 Spartans defeated the mighty king Xerxes.

So guess what? History starts to intertwine now in a way that we can accurately 
say, "This is what's it." All by asking why and letting the Bible come to you and 
start looking at it more. And start going deeper, because the more you read and you 
read it in order you'll realize that this book is unfolding in this beautiful story that's 
coming up. And it's all heading toward this big climax when the father and son have 
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to really get it together. Because there is another guy out there, a guy that was 
there in the beginning.

Now church history has the bad guy, Satan, Lucifer. He is one of the fallen angels 
but he was a high ranking angel okay. So he was sort of like number two like a 
senior vice president in a company or something like that. And for whatever reason 
he went to God and said, "I want more of the show. I want more stock options. I 
want more responsibility." I don’t know what he wanted, can you tell me? And God 
says, "No you don’t understand. This is a family business here and I'm building this 
for my Son. And when it's his time, he'll be there." Well and one of the papers we 
read about, we nicknamed that Louie for Lucifer. It sounded better okay?

So Louie gets  all  mad.  He reacts.  He acts  surprised.  He starts  blaming and he 
leaves and God says, "Okay fine. Go do what you want to do. I'm going to sit here 
and create and be generative." But what happens is that Louie, Lucifer looks back 
in him and says, "I'll get you. I promise you I'll get you" because he's overreacting. 
And he says,  "The way I'm going to get  you  is  I  know this  little  project  you're 
working on in the back room, back there. This thing called Earth. I know you love 
those people. Those little creatures, I'll get you, okay and that boy of your, he better 
watch out."

Books' getting intriguing now isn't it? So anyway, so what does he do? We get going 
and take a first couple of days, first couple of months and here he shows up and 
causes Eve to overreact and calls  this thing to start rippling through.  But don’t 
worry God is there for us, and the Bible reassures us that for a long time. And then 
we go through a several stories of the Bible where things just happened. Sometimes 
they make sense, sometimes they don’t. But if you look at it and just read it and 
understand it, it's just part of the story, part of building up. Then all starts to make 
sense.

So we go into the New Testament and there are three stories. Okay well there's tons 
of stories but there are three that I want you to hear tonight that we're going to look 
at it upside down. We're going to look at it completely different. Now part of this 
revival is thinking about the perfect plan and thinking about business. One of the 
things that we did was when we went back,  we studied it.  We actually tried to 
rewrite some of these stories as if it was a father-son business. If things really were 
going  along  that  path  because  what  we  want  to  do  was  take  our  minds  into 
something that we understand. Take our minds and let us explore things in our 
language, in our way of understanding it today.

So we thought if we can metaphorically use metaphors, turn it into a father-son 
business story and read it that way maybe things will jump back out at us that were 
differently. So when we go back and read it the way it was written, we will hear the 
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words being spoken. Does that make sense? Are you guys with me? I'm trying not to 
be too professor-like but that’s where we're going okay?

So  let's  go  to  the  first  story  we're  going  to  do.  It's  in  Matthew 4,  and  it's  the 
Temptation of Christ okay? That one bothered us from the very beginning. Because 
we looked at it and said, "Okay he knows his dad he surely knows the story. He 
knows  what  he  can  do.  He's  been  a  well-trained  himself."  Lots  of  things  were 
happening once you're being tempted.

So we read Matthew Chapter 4,  the Temptation of Christ to us the way it  was 
written, not the way it was spoken. I'll share that with you. Then Jesus was led by 
the Spirit to the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. After fasting 40 days and 40 
nights, he was hungry, seeing the obvious. The tempter, Louie, came to him and 
said, “You are the son of God. Tell these stones to become bread.” And Jesus said, 
"It is written man shall not live by bread alone but in every word that comes to the 
mouth of God." And it goes on and on and on to the temptations.

We went back and looked at it and said, "Okay let's think about before and after. 
What was he doing right beforehand? He had been training his entire life. This is 
literally  the Friday before he  starts  work on Monday.  Literally,  if  you read the 
Bible, it says, "He started the next day." So let's assume he took a weekend off okay. 
So he started the next day. So this is his last act, Christ's last thing to do before he 
starts his ministry. Why in the world would he do that?

So we went back and looked at it differently and we said, "Okay let's think about 
this. This is Louie. This is his Dad's ex-partner, second in charge or something. He's 
got  a  little  grudge  going  here.  He  started  his  own firm.  He's  got  a  really  good 
marketing going on here on Earth. He's got a really good market share on Earth 
because  you  can  read  all  the  stuff  that's  going  on.  So  this  is  a  successful 
organization okay as far as that goes. But for some reason, Jesus says, "I'm going to 
go there." So we looked at it okay, he passed it, he skipped lunch. He was hungry so 
He was a little bit rushed, whatever happened. And He goes there and Louie comes 
out to him. I don’t imagine it going like this real stiff thing even Lucifer wouldn’t do 
that I don’t  think.  But he said --  he probably went up to him and put his arm 
around him. Louie did and said, "Hey kid, good to see you. I know your Dad, we go 
back for eons. It's great to see you. Yeah we're going to have our bad moments but 
you know happy families are that way, you know?"

"But let me tell you kid I got the greatest job in the world for you. I want you to 
come  to  work  for  our  organization.  I  want  you  to  be  in  charge  of  sales  and 
marketing. You're so darn good kid. I've seen your work. You're so good. You can 
take this stone and sell it and some will think it’s a sandwich. They'll think it's a 
piece of bread, you're that good, sales and marketing." And Jesus goes, "No that’s 
not how you do things. You're not supposed to that, that’s just not right, we don’t do 
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it." And he goes, "All right kid I you see you're in for this. You're going to negotiate 
with me a little bit, but let me show you something." He goes through his files and 
he pulls out his old e-mail or this memo. He goes, "Look here, kid. Here is a memo 
from your dad to me when we used to be on talking terms and he said, "You don’t 
ever have to worry about my kid. He can't even trip. I’ll always be there for him, no 
matter what. I'll always take him back." So here you go kid, take the job, because 
see your dad says he'll always take you back. He'll send those little people that work 
for him. Those angel people or you won't even -- you're feet won't even touch a stone. 
You can always go back. Give it a try kid."

You know what he says? He says, "You know I don’t know if you know my dad as 
well as I do but I've seen him change his mind a few times and I wouldn’t tempt 
him. If you don't believe me, go ask those guys that wonder around the dessert for 
all those years. I'm not going to tempt my dad." And then Louie makes a radical 
move. Louie says, "All right, this is getting tough but you know what? Let's just 
keep skip everything. Let's go straight to the top." So he takes him up to the top 
floor for the penthouse. The corner office, the biggest suite in his whole building and 
he says, "Look kid, here is all of our factories. Here is everything that we got going 
on. If you look over there you can see the Han Dynasty developing in China. And 
look at what those Aztecs and Peruvians are doing in the other side of the world. 
Look at all this global control I got because nobody was paying attention to it. I've 
got the market share. Here is the deal kid. You come work for me now you're the 
president and the CEO. You got it all. Now I'm still Chairman of the Board because 
it's my deal, okay? So you report to me, okay? So you're going to report to me, but 
it's all yours. You can have it all. We're you're just going to skip your career path, 
you're in." And what did Jesus say? "No. I know how to do this right. I know what 
I'm here to do. I know what I'm here for" and he leaves.

God has a job interview. Now why would knowing, knowing what you've got in front 
of you, knowing the powers that you have, knowing your Father's real business? 
Why  would  a  kid  go  on  a  job  interview,  especially  with  the  competitor,  the 
competitor with a grudge? I think he was just poking his nose in there to see what's 
going on. Just going up and saying, "Okay let's see what you got because tomorrow I 
start  work."  And I  think when he left  he said,  "Thanks for having me today.  I 
appreciate the lunch or whatever. Game on." It started right there. The next day his 
ministry began and it began in a rushed fever that couldn’t stop and hasn’t stopped 
until today. But you have to ask why these things happen. Why did the Bible go so 
far out of the way to tell us about these things? You know what else we've asked? 
And this is kind of a funny little thing but not really. Why didn’t they tempt him 
with sex? Would have broken a lot of people but no it was about power.

It was about market growth. It was about your career. It was about you look at 
what you can have by reacting. If you just react and break, look at what I'll give 
you. But Jesus knew it wasn't going to last very long because He was generative 
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and he knew that that  wasn't  right.  So we look at  that  story upside down and 
wonderful things start to happen. The most interesting is we don’t come back to 
that story. That's the beginning but the beginning also signifies the end.

Now there's another one of my favorites okay. And this is "The Parable of the Ten 
Talents",  the gold bags okay.  You know where  the guy,  he's  a  rich guy and for 
whatever reason he leaves and he takes his people, three of his best manages okay. 
And he says, "I'm out of here for awhile. I'm going to take a long vacation, and I'm 
going to give you each some responsibility here.  And in the long period of time, 
about a year I would come back and see what you did with it."

So let's look at that, that's from Mathew 25 okay. There are some interesting words 
people like to skip so I'm going to emphasize a little bit. Again it was like the man 
who  went  to  a  long  journey.  He  called  his  servants  his  people,  his  managers, 
whatever  you  want  to  refer  to  them and he  entrusted  his  wealth  to  them.  He 
entrusted them. He said, "I'm giving you this. I'm entrusting you with this. I'll be 
back. I'm coming back." And to the one he gave, he didn’t ask for anything back, he 
gave him five bags to the other, he gave two and to the other he gave one.

Now Sunday school skips the next line and most people will do too, but this is very, 
very important. He gave one, five, he gave the other, two, he gave one, one then he 
says, "Each according to their ability." You see he knew what they were capable of 
doing. He wasn’t going to give the new inexperienced guy that he gave just the one 
bag to he won't go and give him the five. He knew that that guy who just got one 
bag, he knew for whatever reason that's all he could handle. And the guy he gave 
two bags, he knew he could handle it and the guy he gave five bags to, he knew he 
could handle it. But the intent of this was for them to grow and generate and make 
something out of it. But the owner of the business was smart enough to know that 
we're not all the same. And if this first kid was young and ran out of college, he 
might be all energetic and happy and ready to go but we're going to pace him a little 
bit, just give him one. And this other guy who's been around for a while but his HR 
record is a little rough and he's made something bad -- just give him two. And this 
guy is really doing well, let's see what happens, give him five.

So listen what happens. So he goes away, he went to his journey. The man who 
received five bags of  gold and this it,  it's  interesting.  Went at once and put his 
money to work, and he gave five bags more in return. He went at once. He didn’t 
hesitate. He knew he was generative. He knew he is supposed to create. He knew he 
had these talents and these skills and then he knew he's entrusted with it. So he 
immediately went out and did it, the same for the person who had two. And then 
here comes that poor inexperienced guy with one. He dug a hole in the ground and 
he hid the money. After a while he came back and he wants to settle the accounts. 
Now it's  really interesting when the Bible says,  "Settle Accounts" because it's  a 
monetary transaction. So you got to think to yourself, what is he settling it's all his. 
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I don’t think so. I think he was saying, "Okay, give me my five back and we're going 
to take whatever you grew" and he probably had some type of split arrangement 
with the guy. Some profit sharing plan kind of.

So  you get  someone  nice  and  we're  going  to  settle  this  out  based  on  whatever 
agreement we have made. We just don’t know what that agreement was, but he 
clearly wanted to settle this account. So he goes to and the man who had received 
the five bags came back and said, "Thank you. You entrusted me. You trusted me 
with this. And look what I've done. I've given back five more. I generated. I was 
generative with these bags and I'd turned this into something else."

Now the Bible doesn’t say he snapped his fingers and it happened. And it doesn't 
say that he didn’t have good days and bad days. I assure you folks, any business on 
or out there, anybody up there in the world when you're talking about with your 
marriage, about business or about kids or being parents, whatever. There are good 
days and there are bad days. We know that. But in the end this guy after a year 
was able to say, "You trusted me. You knew my abilities. I maximized it. I trusted 
myself and I doubled it. Here you go." And he said, "Wow, that’s great." He said, 
"Come on, I'm sharing my happiness. I'll buy you a drink." Well that’s mine. I added 
that part. And then he said, "Okay", let's go to the guy who got two and the same 
thing. "You entrusted me with two. Look I gained two more" and he said, "Okay, 
great. I'll buy you another drink." And then he goes back to the other guy. This is 
where it gets a little ugly.

And if you read the written word instead of reading the spoken word is completely 
different. So let's read the written word, okay? You know what happens? The guy 
says "I kind of can't do anything." The guy comes back and said, "What have you 
done?" He said, "Well I knew you were a hard man harvesting where you have not 
sown and gathering where you have not scattered seeds. So I was afraid and I went 
out and I hid your gold in the ground. See here is what belongs to you." My guess, 
that didn't exactly what he said. If this is some inexperienced kid who has given it 
to him because of his abilities, I don’t think he had the guts to stand up to him like 
that okay. We probably said if you listen to it like it's probably read to the people 
that were scribing it out, he said, "Hey look I knew you're a hard man and you 
harvest, where you not supposed to go. So I was a little bit afraid so I went here, 
here it is."

The guy is blaming everything. He was a coward and he is creating blame. What 
does that mean? He is a reactive okay. He's reacting. He's blaming it okay. And 
then  the  business  owner  replied,  and  again  this  is  the  written  for  reading  the 
written, "You wicked and lazy servant. So you knew I harvested at where I'm not 
sowing and gather where I'm not scattering seed. Well then you should have put my 
money at least on deposit with the banker so that when I returned I'd at least have 
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my money in interest. Take everything away from him and give it to the one who 
had 10."

Let's reread that, okay? He probably would have looked at this kid and said, "Oh 
boy. What did I get with this kid?" He said, "Okay, you wicked, lazy servant. Kid 
you didn’t do what you're supposed to do." He said, "So you knew that I harvest 
where I didn’t sow." The first 40 something years in my life reading that, I thought 
he was admitting it. I don’t think he was admitting it because I don’t think he did it. 
I think he was saying in a way to this kid, "Oh you think I harvest where I don't 
sow? Prove it." He didn’t do that. That was just this kid making up blame. So then 
he gets really nasty. He throws him away. Takes everything away and depending on 
which verse you read, he either disemboweled him which is kind of nasty or at least 
threw him out and there was weeping and gnashing of teeth.

The translation to that is the guy is begging for his job back. Because he knows he 
goofed up. The problem with this particular parable, the way we read it as if that 
was  written  was  that's  what  everybody  thinks  about.  "Oh  that  mean,  wicked 
business owner. How can he do that to that kid? He killed him. That was terrible." 
Let me tell you, in first century Palestine, the people that were there, when they 
were hearing it being spoken they didn’t focus on that at all. They knew the point of 
that story wasn’t about him. And they also knew that that's expected result from 
that. That he knew that the story was about those first two guys. That the story 
was about being generative? If someone says to you, "I entrust you and based on 
your skills, based on the work, based on the training that you've had, you put so 
much  work  into  this.  You  deserve  this.  I'm  entrusting  you  with  this.  Go  do 
something with it." And they took it at once and did it. They grew it. They were 
generative.

The story is not about the punishment. The story is about what happens when you 
are who you're supposed to be, a reflection of a creator. Someone who goes out and 
grows and makes things happen.  But over the last couple of thousand years we 
focused on the bad part when originally that never, ever, ever crossed their mind. 
It's  about being generative,  about being the one who goes out there and makes 
things happen. Does that make sense? You got it? Okay. Then we're coming to my 
favorite toward the end.

So when Jesus  fed  5000.  This  is  really  interesting.  This  has  got  --  look  at  the 
windows  or  something,  most  stained  glass  windows  somewhere  will  have  the 
baskets of fish right? That’s oozes to Sunday school doesn’t it? Okay that’s what 
you're supposed to learn in Sunday school is the breaking of the fish and doing it. 
Let's  read  it  a  little  bit  differently  and  let's  start  thinking  about  the  business 
environment. Because these are the things that we were learning on the side as we 
we're going forward in things that were happening, and it was just blowing our 
minds. 
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First of all, this starts Luke Chapter 9 -- or Chapter 9 Verse 10. You got to read the 
few verses  beforehand and it's  really  kind  of  interesting.  The  first  part  of  that 
Chapter, Jesus had sent the disciples out on their first solo gig. He had said, "Okay 
look, here's the deal. Go onto this town over there. You're by yourself. I'm not going 
to be with you." That was a testing ground for them. He said, "Go out there and do 
it. I trained you. You don't have to take anything with you. This isn't some big super 
thing. It's just your first little trial run to see how it goes. I'm going to let you go on 
your own." Literally, that’s what was happening. And the story of feeding the 5000 
picks up as these guys are coming back from their day. Now has anybody ever had a 
really good first day or first week of work?

You feel good about it. When someone goes in their first day of work and say your 
manager  or  you're  someone  and  you're  hiring  them.  Do  we  expect  them  to  be 
perfect? No. It's going to take some time. You got to get your wheels going. You got 
to learn how to do things. So they probably weren’t perfect with anyone else. So 
they're coming back and they're telling these stories about -- "Oh you should have 
seen Peter. This guy needed his foot healed and boom now he's got an extra leg." 
You know? There's no telling what they were talking about okay? So they're coming 
back and listen to this, when the apostles returned, they were reported to Jesus 
what they've done. They're talking about it. It's a long day. He took them with Him 
and  they  withdrew  themselves  to  a  town  called  Bethsaida.  This  is  what's 
interesting. But the crowds learned about it. They found out where they were and 
they followed them.

Okay remember last night I said that one of the things that we found out and one of 
the things that was driving us to understand the perfect plan from the radical side 
of it was that there was no way a few magic tricks and a good story here or there 
was going to magnetize 5000 or more people to follow him. There had to be more to 
it. There had to be something that he was saying. Something that he was doing 
more as he was showing us what God wants us to be like ourselves.

Here  is  a  perfect  example.  It's  late  in  the  day,  people  were  tired,  5000 people. 
Imagine how many people that is walking and they're going to find out where this 
guy is and they're going to follow him. So whatever he's doing is so significant that 
he does it. Now these apostles, they are tired, they're talking, they're ratting each 
other out for what really happened during the day. They're all sitting around and 
talking, and then something happens. This crowd come and it says, he Jesus, he 
welcomed them. And He spoke to them about the Kingdom or God and He healed 
those who needed healing. Jesus didn’t say, "Man I'm tired." He said, "Okay they're 
following  us.  They’re  here.  We're  going  to  keep  going.  We're  going  train  these 
people. Were going teach these people about the Kingdom of God and we're going to 
heal those who need healing." he didn’t clock out. He knew that it was time for them 
to be there. Now what's interesting about the word kingdom, it meant something a 
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slight different than what understanding of it is. The kingdom as he was referring 
to it meant really the way we understand the word Administration.

He was saying, "The administration of heaven." Let me tell you what it's all about. 
Let me tell you how it works. Let me tell you and give you a glimpse of this great 
thing. Not kingdom like a castle up on a hill but a kingdom about what God has 
built  for you.  So he is  explaining to these people about the administration that 
kingdom that  God  has  build  for  them.  Not  to  them but  for  them and he's  not 
clocking out. Well then listen to what starts to happen. But again it was late in the 
afternoon and the 12 came to him and they said, "We're tired. Can you send the 
crowds away? They need to go surrounding villages and stuff and find some food 
and lodging. We're in a real remote place here." That’s called middle management 
making excuses.

They were saying, "Look it is five o'clock. I'm tired. I'm sure they're tired too. Let's 
shut  the  doors."  But  from a  business  perspective  Jesus  is  saying,  "No,  no,  no. 
There's more opportunity out here. Look at all  this people we can help. It's five 
o'clock, I'm going home." So these excuses, these blaming things and these apostles 
are kind of starting the sound reactive, aren't they? Because they're tired and Jesus 
is saying, "No, no, no, we'll take care of them." But Jesus throws it back at them. He 
goes, "Okay well they're tired and hungry. You give them something to eat."

One  of  the  words  actually  in  the  translation says  you serve  them.  Now what's 
interesting about that was those guys clearly were not expecting that answer. In 
fact one of it -- one that is not in this version but in one of the other books, it says 
that one guy even stepped in and goes, "Wait a minute. You don’t get it here. It's 
going to take a year worth of -- to feed all these people. So this is a guy complaining 
about  budget  cuts  already.  Okay  he  said,  "We  can't  afford  this."  Probably  the 
accountant okay, so no he says, "You give them something to eat." And they say, 
"Okay. We can't afford this many -- and by the way, we only have two loaves of 
bread and two fish. Unless of course you go buy some more food, we're saying it is 
impossible." We're saying that it was impossible. So they come up with all these 
excuses, surprise, blame and for emphasis it reminds us here that there were 5000 
people there. But then he says something, and this is one of those lines everybody 
skips. There's no reason to talk about it in Sunday school but from a business and a 
management perspective you need to understand this. Jesus says to His disciples, 
"Have them sit  down in groups of about 50 each."  And the disciples did so and 
everyone sat down.

Remember  the  begotten  and  then  they  throw in  something?  And  it's  got  to  be 
important or they wouldn’t have done it. Why was this so important that Jesus did 
that? Did that speak the Sunday school version? No but he said, "Okay. Let me 
show you how to do this."  It's basically what He's saying. "Have them all sit down 
at about 50 each." There are 5000 people there, 50 groups. That means basically are 
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50 people. That means there would be 100 groups of people out there. Do you know 
what  Jesus  was  saying  to  them?  He  was  saying,  "I  know  this  crowd  looks 
overwhelming to you and you can't do it. So let's put it in a manageable perspective 
here. Let's break this down. Just put them in groups of 50. I know it's your first big 
day on your own, but you're going to handle 50, right?"

So He broke it down so they could understand it and they could see it, and they 
could say, "Oh, I get that. Okay. I understand. I might can to do that," and the 
disciples had them sit down and they did. Then they took the five loaves and the 
two fish, and this is significant. We're going to talk about this in-depth tomorrow. 
He looked up to heaven and he gave thanks. Jesus' very first step was to create an 
attitude of gratitude. He knew those guys were tired. He knew they had a long day. 
He knew that crowd seemed overwhelming to him. He also knew that that was 
demand. That that was crowds out there saying, "I want to be a part of you. I want 
your product. I want whatever it is you're doing business with to the extent that I 
will walk all over the place without food just to be here with you."

He knew that, and he was compassionate to the Apostles. He helped them and He 
trained them. And that was part of that training process. Just make it manageable. 
In real life, and in your mind, make it manageable. But then He made the first big 
step that repeats over and over and over again in their training is that He was 
thankful and He gave thanks. He created an attitude of gratitude. And then He 
gave it to His disciples to distribute to the people.

What do businesses do? They make things, right? And then they distribute that to 
the people. And the demand the people who want it will accept it. This is Business 
101 right here. You got tired. You've been working but you got a lot of people out 
there that say, "I want you. I need you." And you have the power to help them but 
you also have the power to clock out and say, "I'm tired" but if you just give thanks 
and you make this a manageable situation, then you can do a lot with it.

So He started to do something that even those disciples didn’t  understand. Two 
loaves  and  a  little  bit  of  fish,  he  broke  them,  He  gave  thanks.  He  started 
distributing it to them. And this is what's cool. They all ate. It wasn’t 4500. All 5000 
ate. And here's is another big word, and they were satisfied. Its not they had a 
couple of almonds because my tummy was rumbling and this will get me through 
until tomorrow okay? It was I'm satisfied. It's like a Thanksgiving Day. I'm satisfied 
okay. They made something happened that no one would have believe including 
themselves.

And then this is what's cool, this is the second line everybody misses.  Then the 
disciples picked up the 12 baskets fulls of broken pieces that were left over, two fish 
and five loaves of bread. Now they have 12 basket fulls of left over. Do you know the 
business world calls that? Surplus or Profit, Jesus said, "If you go out there and you 
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served these people and you do it even when you don’t think you can do it. You trust 
me just like those guys in the story before who had the bags of gold. They were 
entrusted and they trust that guy back. I know your abilities. I know what you can 
do. I expect you to be generative and grow. But guess what happens when you do it, 
12 baskets fulls of profit return."

Now I'm sure those guys were hungry too. They didn't cry for that and that's good. 
There were 12 basketfuls. They were full. Let's do the math on that. We know it's 
not going to last very long. They don’t have portable refrigerators. They don’t have 
anything going for them at that time okay so 12 basketfuls come back for them. 
That’s not for them. That’s for them to help more people.

See profits folks have to have a purpose. Profits without a purpose mean nothing. 
It's like dust. It's like that in this that they're talking about. Profits with a purpose 
though changes lives.  And profits  with a purpose that  are built  around growth, 
about a generative nature, continue to multiply five times, ten times, just like they 
did in the story. But if you want to be reactive and you want to hide and blame and 
act surprised and say, "I can't do it" Knowing that it was given to you to what your 
abilities are, then what's going to happen? They're going to take it away from you. 
But you if you go out there and do it and you don’t hide under that rock. You stand 
on top of that rock, and you scream as loud as you can, "Look at what I can do. Look 
at what I had been entrusted with. Look at what I had the ability to do and look at 
what God wants me to do because He created me to be like Him." And it says in the 
first line of the book, "He is the great creator." So what am I supposed to do? Create, 
create opportunity. There you go.

There are so many of those stories out there. What I want you to do please is go 
back and read the Bible and think of it differently. When we started doing it, we 
actually did exercises where we talked about something and we've read it. Then we 
would close our eyes and we were tying to turn all of our senses on. Who would say, 
"Okay we can read this but I wonder what it smelled like." Noah's Ark probably 
smelled pretty bad. But it's a warm evening. They've been working all day. They 
come in. There had to be a warm breeze blowing out there. And it was smelling 
great because there have been camp fires around and coals burning.

You know what? As the night got deeper they probably cooled off a little bit. When 
you read the Bible think of it that way. What were they smelling? What were they 
feeling with their senses? What were they feeling with their emotions? What was 
Jesus saying back to them? He wasn't saying, "You bunch of complainers." He was 
saying, "I know. I know I gave you this job to the best of your abilities but sit down. 
I want to keep training you."

Now let me tell you why He trained them. I'm into this earlier, please forgive me. 
Write  this  one  down.  Training  without  accountability  is  just  entertainment. 
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Training without accountability is just entertainment. If I come out here last night 
and just told you that last night that would have been very entertaining to you if I 
never said anything else. But the reason we're going through this tonight is a step 
in accountability. A step in training so you can start to see the Bible differently so 
you can start to see this God who loves you, it's not about entertainment. It's about 
holding yourself accountable now in reading, in learning, and thinking and giving 
yourself permission to ask why.

My favorite story I'll end on this. He went away -- he studied and trained these guys 
for three years. And that’s what we're going to talk about tomorrow is what was 
that training? What was that accountability? I'm going to give you the formula that 
we are going to pull out. I'm going to show you where it is in the Bible. So you look 
at and go, "How did I never see that one before?" But it's just a really interesting 
story. If you read it like a novel, the big climax of this thing is obviously at the cross 
right? That’s where the whole thing is coming down. Now think about this, you got 
the father-son business. Let's go back in time a few gazillion years or however long 
it was.

Remember when I said what Louie probably said? "I'm going to get you.  I'm so 
reactive, and I blame so much, and I'm so evil. I'm coming after you. I want to get 
those people and I want to get your boy." Here we are at the cross. Now remember 
before Jesus started his ministry He went over there and He talked to him. He went 
toe to toe with the guy. I'm sure it was polite and it’s a professional environment. 
And they talked. There was a few offer, some badgering going back and forth. But 
Jesus like, "It's not how I'm going to do it." So was He on a job interview or was He 
just kind of getting a game plan from hell?

Either way, it happened and when he left Jesus in essence was denying him what 
he wanted. Now if he stayed consistent, if Lucifer stayed consistent. He would have 
been upset and he would have blamed and he would have been surprised and he 
would have said, "Here we go. I'm coming after you now." And Louie, Lucifer would 
have been celebrating and dancing at the foot of that cross. "I got you. I got you." 
But there was this one other word that we read about or this one phrase that when 
we kept thinking that and going through that motion, going through that strategy 
in our mind. Something happened that changed the whole thing.

See Jesus when He uttered His last words, we've been so trained to read it that it 
was  a  gasping,  horrible,  horrible  thing.  In  fact  do  you  know  what  the  word 
excruciating means? It  means from the cross.  The pain from the cross,  excrucia 
after the cross, the cross so the word excruciating actually comes from the type of 
pain you can only feel in that miserable of a death. There is Jesus to the point of His 
death and He looks down and before he died, "It's finished" and He drops his head.
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I don’t think that’s what He did. I think He looked down at Lucifer and He goes, 
"You're finished." I think He winked his eye at him. Because at that moment, at 
that moment Satan himself would have had then known, "Oh boy I duped this one 
up, the tide has turned." It was a terrible horrible day when that happened, but the 
glory of everything in that book, our story, the story of God and His love and His 
connection  for  us  was  coming  through  at  that  moment.  But  it  was  that  same 
Sunday school with Jesus that was there. And when He looked down and said it 
was finished, He wasn't talking about Himself. He was talking about Satan and He 
was talking about all that blaming and all that surprising. Because if you think 
about it, who was the hero of the story? It was Jesus. And what did the hero always 
do? He wins, and when he won he won with a smile on his face, that same smile 
that healed that blind man. The same smile that put his arm around his apostles 
and said, "I know it's a tough day but let's keep going. Let's make this man full."

I believe folks the same smile existed on the cross at that moment. When He knew 
that He had won. Because what He did was He said, "All of humanity has been 
trained now to be reactive.  You've  been fighting and bickering  with each other. 
Louie does have market share but I'll tell you what, don’t blame anybody else but 
me. I'll take it now. You're surprised? Be surprised at me. You want to blame? You 
blame me because guess what? You I can't handle it and I can. You're not ready. 
But I'll train you. I'll be back. I'm going to check up on you on a few in a few days 
and see how it goes and I will hang around okay. But we're going to take this and 
we're going to move it forward and we're going to change. And we're not going to 
rush. It's going to take a few thousand years or millennium. But we're going to get it 
back."

There  are  only  two  types  of  people  folks,  those  who  react  and  those  that  are 
generative. And if you ever feel that way, just go back to the first line of the Bible, 
"And God created." That’s what this whole thing is all about. So tomorrow, class is 
over  today.  Okay tomorrow,  we're  going  to  start  speeding  up  again.  Remember 
when I told you we would come out of the gates quick, we slow down make sure 
we're drafting. We understand what's going on and tomorrow we pick it up again. 
So I really, really hope you join me tomorrow. We're going to finish this thing out 
because I want to show you something that's going to turn your world upside down 
again. And as pastor said, "It's not just about sales and marketing." See in Wall 
Street we were trying to figure out how to sell more, how to be more profitable and 
that's fine. That's what they do.

But in this study it taught us how to be a better people. It taught us how to be 
better husbands and fathers and wives and parents and everything. I'm not going to 
teach you tomorrow about some business thing. It will help you in business. It will 
change your business, but it will really change your lives. And it's not something 
that I did or my team of folks did. All we did was read the Bible, and its right there. 
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So will you join me tomorrow? Was tonight good for you? Okay. I look forward to 
seeing you tomorrow night. Thank you so much. Thank you.

Male
Praise God. Give Pastor Don Barden another round of applause. Oh my goodness, 
oh my goodness. Oh man how many of you are incredibly blessed by that tonight? 
Oh wow! I got to go back and reread my Bible. He makes the Bible come alive. He 
makes it so fun and so interesting and so creative. It is like a novel or movie and it 
is just so wonderful. We're enjoying it. We're learning so much in these wonderful 
principles. And it proves that God typed in there. That liberation in business call 
success in all areas of life and thank God that he reveled the revelation of that. That 
somebody had the nerve to ask why. Somebody had the nerve to spend time with 
God and His word and find all these wonderful secrets out. And most importantly 
God sent him here to share Him with us. Thank you Lord Jesus. Thank you Lord.

Wow.  Oh man.  That  let's  you  know God cares  about  you.  God cares  about  you 
because some people have some problems right now. They don’t have an idea what 
to  do.  Don’t  know  the  next  step.  Don’t  know  how  you're  going  to  make  it.  A 
relationship about to cave in, "I can't handle my kids any longer. I don’t have the 
finances and business is doesn’t look like its going to make it." But I believe God 
sent you here to say, "Just hold on for three nights. Hold on for three nights, just for 
three nights. Because I have the perfect plan for you and if you get here, and you 
listen and get quiet, hear my spirit." Folks I believe ideas are going to be generated 
in this meeting. I believe solutions are going to come in this meeting. I believe God 
has something and God has something up his sleeves that He's revealing in this 
meeting.

I thank God I'm here. I thank God I'm here. Oh, man. Praise God. God loves you. 
This is a testimony of his life. He loves you. He loves you. He loves you. God has 
remembered you.  Do you have feeling like your  life  --  have you ever  asked the 
question, "God have you forgotten me?" No the Bible said God remembered Noah. 
God remembered Noah. God remembers you. God knows you. God loves you. He 
cares for you. And so we're just so grateful. We're so grateful to this giant of a man 
to share his heart. To share his research, to share his training, to share what the 
Holy  Spirit  has  shown  him  and  his  team,  to  share  what  corporate  America  is 
receiving and to share what God uses here to transform our lives. What a wonderful 
blessing.

Well we have one more night tomorrow night. Be here at 7 PM tomorrow night for 
the grand finale to receive these rich nuggets,  these rich principles that are life 
changing. We do have CDs available because this type of messages, you can't listen 
to him one time and get it. You're going to have to go over -- you got to sit down with 
the notebook and pen and go over these things and get quiet and meditate on him 
and let the Holy Spirit speak to you. We do have CDs. Once again our bookstore out 
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of these doors, it will be the first room on your right. So please stop by and get a CD 
and check out all of the other wonderful items that we have. And you can go to 
brothersoftheword.com and we'll have all of these sessions online absolutely free of 
charge for you as will. Praise God. Praise God. Well stand to your feet. As Pastor 
Nathaniel  mentioned  last  night  we're  going  to  save  our  salvation  appeal  and 
imitation to the final night until tomorrow night so I will give you that opportunity 
on tomorrow night.

Let us pray. Father we just love you so much, Lord God and we just realize the 
riches of your grace and mercy and love toward us Lord and how much you have 
given us. How much you love us and how you're just showing yourself to us Lord, 
revealing yourself through your word and through your servants. Father we thank 
you so much. We're overwhelmed by your goodness. We're overwhelmed by just the 
simplicity of your grace and your love. Lord thank you so much for the truths we're 
learning. Thank you for the principles. Thank you for allowing us to hear your voice. 
Thank you for giving us solutions in life. And Father I just pray for these people 
that you richly bless them and increase them and enhance them and make them a 
blessing. Thank you Lord God that we can declare by faith that we are not reactors 
but Lord we are creators made to your image. Be with us Lord. In Jesus name we 
pray. Amen, amen, amen, amen, amen.
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