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Jason Thomas: Our lives will only flourish when we’re totally and completely 

submitted to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 

 

Automated Voice: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is the message 

titled, “The Blessing of Blessing” by Jason Thomas.  This message 

is No. 6373.  That’s 6373.  Listen to “The Blessing of Blessing” on 

brothersoftheword.com.  Listen to over a thousand free messages 

on brothersoftheword.com. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

 And now for “The Blessing of Blessing.” 

 

James Thomas: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the 

word.  It’s great to be here among you as always, a treat to be 

among family, my honor, your pastors in their absence and just 

thank them for their trust and their confidence that who God has 

created me to be. And I believe that God has something to say to 

us this evening.  Amen? 

 

 If you have your Bibles, go ahead and turn to the gospel of St. 

Mark Chapter 6, the gospel of St. Mark Chapter 6.  And as you 

are turning, I just want to encourage somebody tonight.  You 

know, we are 10 days into this New Year and a lot of people had 

a lot of goals, and dreams, and passion, and zeal about what they 

were setting out to accomplish this year. And you’ve met some 

resistance already.  It seems like you know, even when you tried 

to do good, evil is present there with me.  But I just want to 

remind somebody this evening that God truly is greater.  The 

Bible reminds us and says, thinking that’s strange concerning the 

fiery trials which are to try you.  It says many are the inflictions 

of the righteous but the Lord delivers them out of them all.  So, 

don’t think it strange when you meet low resistance, but God is 

with you, God is for you, God believes in you.  Amen? 

 

 Well, I was trying to give you a little time to get to Mark 6.  We’re 

going to read what for most of us would be an extremely familiar 

passage.  However, it’s my goal by the end of our time together to 

open it up in a different light that we normally have this message 

share with us.  And so we’re going to read beginning in the 30th 

verse where this is the story of Jesus feeding the 5,000, but it’s 

my goal that we merely focus on the miracle.  Everybody is so 

excited about the boy’s 2 fishes and 5 loaves but what I want us 

to look at tonight is the process.  Somebody say “process”. 
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 Because too often our minds gradually gravitate to the end result.  

We say, what’s the end goal?  What are we trying to accomplish?  

And we’re just thinking about seeing this thing through until the 

end.  However, God is trying to develop something on the inside 

of all of us that helps us to go through this thing called process 

and process is not always comfortable but we have to be 

committed to it if we want to become the men and the women that 

God has called and ordained for us to be. 

 

 So beginning in the 30th verse it says, “Then the apostles 

gathered to Jesus and told Him all things, both what they had 

done, and what they had taught.  And Jesus said to them, ‘Come 

aside by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while.’  For 

there were many coming and going, and they did not even have 

time to eat.  And so they departed to a deserted place in the boat 

by themselves.  But the multitude saw them departing and many 

knew Him and ran there on foot from all the cities.  They arrive 

before Him and came together to Him.  And Jesus, when He came 

out, saw a great multitude and was moved with compassion for 

them, because they were like sheep, not having a shepherd. And 

so He began to teach them many things.” 

 

 The Verse 35 says, “When the day was far now spent, his disciples 

came to Him and said, ‘This is a deserted place, and already the 

hour is late.  Send them away that they may go to surrounding 

country and villages and buy themselves bread for they have 

nothing to eat.’  But he answered and said to them, ‘You give them 

something to eat.’”  You got to love how forthright Jesus says 

when the disciples are trying to make a case about what he needs 

to do and he throws it back in their lives and give them some 

responsibility.  He does the same thing to us. 

 

 It says, “And they said to Him, ‘Shall we go and buy 200 denarii 

worth of bread and give them something to eat?’  But He said to 

them, ‘How many loaves do you have?  Go and see.’  And when 

they found out, they, said, ‘Five and two fish.’  And then he 

commanded them to make them all sit down in groups on the 

green grass.  So they sat down in ranks, in hundreds and in fifties.  

And when He had taken the five loaves and the two fish, He 

looked up to heaven, blessed and broke the loaves and gave them 

to His disciples to set before them, and the two fishes divided 

among them all. 
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00:05:05 

 

 And so they all ate and were filled.  And they took up 12 baskets 

full of fragments and the fish.  Now, those who have eaten the 

loaves were about five thousand men.”  Amen. 

 

 I want us to understand in context that this is one of the greatest 

miracles that Jesus is ever known for.  But I don’t want us to miss 

how and when this happened.  Because if you will read just one 

chapter early, just a few verses right before this jumps off.  His 

first cousin John the Baptist was beheaded.  The one that He 

came up with the ministry, he served what he love with all of his 

heart, had his head chopped off and was dead.  And right after 

that, God allowed the greatest miracle to ever take place right in 

the midst of His hurt, right in the midst of His own pain comes 

one of the greatest miracles that we’ve ever known. 

 

 But I want to suggest walk through this story and take it sort of 

step by step and draw some things out that we may sometimes 

overlook.  You know, we’re so quick to just rush to the end of the 

story and see who wins and all those types of things. But 

sometimes, we will miss some intricate details.  I don’t know if 

any of you all have ever been to a movie before and you know the 

movie is good. Any movie lovers in the house? Any TV show 

lovers? So everybody has their thing that they love. 

 

 But you know, there comes a time you might be sitting in the 

movie that might be good and you’re sitting there like, “Man, I 

think I drank too much soda and I got to get up and I got to go. 

But I know if I leave, I might miss a critical five minutes of 

something that might happen.” And you can’t fight nature, so you 

get up and go and you come back and you know you might be 

nudging to people beside you saying, “Hey, hey! What I miss? 

What I miss?” And they have to catch you up because sometimes 

you will miss pertinent details. 

 

 Let’s just walk through a few things, right in verse 30 it says, “The 

apostles gather to Jesus and told Him all things, both what they 

had done and what they had taught.”  We have to first of all 

understand that the apostles were submitted to Jesus’ leadership.  

Now, some people look at the word submission as an ugly, nasty 

type of word that there are some people who don’t want to be 

submitted to anybody.  But the truth of the matter is, is our lives 
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will only flourish when we’re totally and completely submitted to 

the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 

 

 Some folks want to be half-hearted, some folks want to be, “I’ll do 

it on Sundays and Thursdays but rest of the day, you just leave 

me alone.”  But submission is something that God is very serious 

about.  These apostles have submission in their hearts and 

submission is not just in your actions because you know, some of 

you all work for people. If we can just be honest, they’re not 

listening right now. But some of some of you all work for people 

that you all can’t necessarily stand.  And you might do everything 

that they ask you to do, but your heart is not there, your attitude 

is not there.  “Because I’m paid to do this, yes, yes, okay, whatever 

you say.”  And then you get back to your cubicle and you’re 

mumbling under your breath.  But submission is something that’s 

very serious that we have to take very seriously and it’s not about 

control.  Submission is really for your own protection and so we 

have to be submitted first of all. 

 

 And then secondly, I love what Jesus said to them after they have 

reported back everything, He said, “Come aside by yourselves to 

a deserted place and rest a while.”  And it says, “There were many 

coming and going and they don’t even have time to eat.”  The truth 

of the matter is we have to slow down before we break down.  You 

know, there are lots of people who take this attitude.  They say, 

“How can I fit more stuff into my day?  How can I fit more stuff 

into my schedule?  How can I fit more stuff into my life?”  But the 

truth of the matter is, we need to focus on the things that matter.  

We need to identify what we deem to be the pillars and the 

anchors in our lives and we have to stay true to that.  And 

everything else we have to just trust to work itself out. 

 

 Some folks just are just worriers, they just worry, worry, worry, 

worry, worry.  And research shows that a lot of stuff that we 

always spend our time worrying about doesn’t even happen. It 

doesn’t even manifest and we spent all of our time and our energy 

and get our blood pressure up through the roof all worrying about 

stuff that doesn’t even matter.  So we have to identify those things 

that are important to us and give your attention to that, just be 

all in with the things that God has made you passionate about.  

Everybody is not passionate about the same thing, that’s the 

beauty of being the body of Christ.  Toes and fingers function 

differently.  Eyes and hands, and mouths and legs, we all serve 

different purposes and He instills various passions on the inside 
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of each of us for a very distinct purpose, but we have to make sure 

that we slow down before we break down. 

 

 And you know, I just look at scripture differently to some people.  

I know some people are very pious and serious and say, “Don’t 

test God”, but one of the funniest things in the whole passage, it 

says,” Many were coming and going and they don’t even have time 

to eat.”  Have you ever been so busy just working so hard that you 

just forgot about, it’s like, “Man, it might be 3 o’clock.” You say, “I 

haven’t eat all day.  I might have some breakfast before I left the 

house but I totally worked through lunch.” 

 

00:10:03 

 

 Some of you are that busy.  But we have to make sure that we 

clearly define our priorities and make sure that we do that and 

draw those boundaries or we won’t be good for any one.  Too many 

people allow themselves to just go, go, go, go, go, go, go.  And that’s 

the Bible, it says, the glory of youth is their strength. And that’s 

one great thing about being young, you just got energy and you 

can just keep going, you just energize your body and go, go, go, go, 

go.  But there’s going to come a day when you have to think about 

some things, that you got to take a little extra time before you put 

that first leg out of the bed in the morning.  Because things don’t 

always function like they used to, you begin to get a little age on 

you but we got to clearly define those priorities. 

 

 Now, here’s my favorite part of the story if I can be honest.  It 

says, “So the apostles did as Jesus said.  They departed to a 

deserted place in a boat by themselves.”  And notice what happens 

next, it says, “The multitude saw them departing and many knew 

Him and ran there on foot from all the cities.  They arrive before 

them and came together to Him.”  These people were in a frenzy.  

These people were hungry for what God had.  These were the 

people if this was modern day times, these were the folks who go 

out the nights that video games are released or big huge motion 

pictures are producing.  They can’t wait until Friday after work 

like everybody else.  They go to the midnight show. 

 

 This is the type of frenzy that these people where they say, “Hold 

on for a second.  We know that John was just beheaded and 

something is about to go on because Jesus just send his apostles 

ahead and he’s like what in the world is going on.”  There was 

excitement, there was anticipation, these folks were as excited as 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/6373.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/6373.mp3 

the people are going to be over at the dome on Sunday afternoon.  

These folks knew that something was about to happen and they 

said, “I got to be a part of it.  I want to be a part of it.” 

 

 Here’s the question I got to ask as a church and I’m sorry if I -- 

just go ahead and just curl your toes up in your shoes if you don’t 

want me to step on it.  But are we as the body of Christ, are we as 

the church of the Lord Jesus Christ, presenting God’s kingdom in 

the same type of way?  Are we presenting it in a way where people 

are so hungry that they just got to get it?  They don’t have any 

other choice.  Is that the presentation that we’re giving?  These 

people have created such an atmosphere, Jesus was such just a 

rock star of his day.  That they said, “Man, I know something is 

going to happen.”  There is an expectation, there is an earnest and 

there is an eagerness to say, “If I can just get in his presence.  I 

know something is going to jump off even if it’s not for my good, I 

know some miracles are going to take place.  I know blind eyes 

are going to open, I know devils are going to cast out.  I just want 

to be in his presence.” 

 

 And God has said we got to get to that place.  These people are 

hungry for truth.  And the truth of the matter is, the only 

difference between a good restaurant and a great restaurant isn’t 

necessarily always the food.  I mean, I’ve been to some places that 

people are raved about and they bring out this little piece of 

chicken breast and some other stuff.  And I’m like, “I didn’t pay 

all this money for this.”  But you are not necessarily paying for 

the food, you’re paying for the atmosphere, you’re paying for the 

environment. 

 

 And so these people are in a frenzy, they were so excited that they 

went ahead of Jesus.  They didn’t take the attitude that some 

church folks, not folks here but folks at other churches or other 

places, who take the attitude of, “Oh, praise and worship ain’t 

important.  I ain’t study and reading scripture and praying and 

doing announcements and taking up offering.  I just get there in 

time for the message and I’ll be good.”  These people had an 

attitude of expectation.  They said, I got to get there early, I want 

to get a good seat because I know if I get in His presence, God 

shall speak.  We have to get to that place where we believe God.  

I don’t care what’s your experiences have been,  you got to press 

beyond to get into his presence to get before His face to say, “God 

I don’t know what it is but I believe you, I trust you.”  So, these 

folks were that excited. 
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 In Verse 34, it talks about Jesus when He came out, he saw these 

great multitude and his first thought is “Where these people came 

from?”  “Where these folks came from?”  But He says, “He was 

moved with compassion because they were like sheep not having 

a shepherd.  These was one of those kairos moments for Jesus.  I 

think this is one of those times where Jesus felt the weight of His 

calling.  This is one of those times where Jesus understood to say, 

“Man, I was made for this.”  I don’t know if you have ever entered 

into whatever your spirit influence is, you’re flowing and God is 

just doing things and you’re like, “Man, this is why he put me here 

in the earth.”  And this is exactly what Jesus felt.  He says, he 

was moved with compassion because he saw these people were 

hungry but they were like sheep without a shepherd and that’s 

the heart of a pastor, to love on and to just caress and be there for 

their people. 

 

00:15:00 

 

 And He was moved with compassion and these were one of those 

times when Jesus knew.  The second funny thing about this, after 

He was moved with compassion, it says, “He began to teach them 

many things.” 

 

 This is my question.  How did Jesus know where to start?  It’s not 

like He had been with this group before.  So this shows you just 

how discerning you have to be, how discerning God expects you to 

be so that you can always be ready whenever God throws you in 

a situation that you are not totally caught off guard.  But I’m like, 

“Man, Jesus had so much to teach, where in the world did he 

start?  Did He start with salvation, forgiveness, healing, 

deliverance?  Did He show off a little video like, “Watch this real 

quick, let me -- boom, okay, open your eyes.”  I mean, where did 

He start? 

 

 But the important thing is that he started right where he was 

with the people with whom He had influenced.  Some people have 

destination disease and they suffer from this disease to say, once 

I get here or once I accomplish this, then I do such and such.  Once 

I hit the lottery, then I will be faithful and giving.  Once I’m older, 

then I’ll do what I’m supposed to do.  But God says, start right 

where you are with the people that you have influenced with.  

That’s exactly where He desires for you to be.  Some people just 

sit there and hoping and pounding(ph) about, “Man, I sure wish 
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God would give me my opportunity.”  And God would say, “What 

have you done with what I’ve already given you?”  So Jesus 

started right where he was.  He didn’t say what He taught, but 

He says, He taught him a lot of stuff and we’ve got to make sure 

that we adapt that same type of attitude that we start right where 

we are with the people that we have. 

 

 As we continue to go on in the story, you know the disciples got a 

little tired and they started to come up with some excuses and 

say, “Jesus I don’t know if you recognize it or not, but it’s getting 

a little bit late.  And it’s wee out in country, there’s no Walmarts, 

nowhere close by.  These folks need to eat. And Jesus said to them, 

“You give them something to eat.”  And they say, “Excuse me, 

rabbi, it sounded like you said you wanted us to do something. 

Because the last time I check, you’re the big ticket, you’re the 

main attraction, you’re the reason that we’re out here.” 

 

 Now, just think about it, I’m sure that the disciples have 

something to eat but its human nature we just like to cling and 

hold on to what’s comfortable and what’s our own.  And so instead 

of us instantly say how can I be a blessing, the disciple say, “Time 

is ticking, it’s starting to get dark, these folks are going to start 

complaining if we don’t get no food and some chicken and some 

tea and lemonade up in here, Jesus.” 

 

 And Jesus just looks at them and challenges and say, “What you 

all bothering me about this for?  What do you have to offer?”  What 

do you do when Jesus throws it back at you when you know you’re 

clinging tight to Him and walking with Him, feeling like you’ve 

given your life and Jesus comes back and says, what do you have?  

What do you have to offer?  And I don’t even remember, I shared 

my title for tonight, but it’s the blessing of blessing.  And that’s 

my challenge, that’s my question that I would like to throw to you.  

You know, a lot of times, we just like to come and lay our burdens 

down and just put it at the foot of the altar, at the bottom of the 

cross and all that. And next thing we know, we just expect to walk 

away and not have any responsibility. 

 

 But Jesus challenge these men and say, “What do you have to 

offer?”  Whoa! It’s tight but it’s right.  Jesus wanted them to 

understand something very, very very keen that we are blessed 

to be a blessing.  And he’s essentially saying, “Take inventory of 

what you have.  Take inventory of what you have access to the 

gifts, the talents, the skills, the passions, the relationships, the 
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resources that you have and do something with it.”  That’s the 

whole Parable of the Talents.  He gave one five, He gave one two, 

He gave one one and He blessed the one with five and two because 

they took what they had and did something with it.  And so, we 

have to do our part.  We have to play our role to make sure that 

we’re doing something to help create this type of frenzy, this type 

of hunger that these people possessed. 

 

 The final thing I would like to share with you. It talks about after 

they got the five loaves and two fish that Jesus took it through 

process and blessed it and broke it.  He gave thanks and blessed 

it and broke and gave it.  And he set it before the people and 

everyone ate.  And notice Verse 42, it says, everybody ended up 

with the itus. Everybody had the itus.  They were filled, they were 

filled, everybody ate good to the point that they had leftovers.  God 

is not a God of just enough.  Understand me people of God.  God 

is not a God of just enough.  We proclaim and declare that He is 

El Shaddai, the multi-breasted one.  He’s a God who’s more than 

enough. 

 

 So when the disciples stepped beyond their comfort zone, in their 

own self-impose limitations, they had leftovers, they had more 

than enough.  And here’s the thought I want to live you with, that 

you can never ever minimize what God has called you to 

maximize. 

 

00:20:00 

 

 Never minimize what God has called you to maximize.  God is 

planting seed on the inside of everybody.  He’s giving us the seed 

of time, of energy, of ideas, of strength, of wisdom, of prayer of the 

blood of Jesus of His word.  He has given us all of these seed and 

he expects us to do something with it.  But we can never minimize 

what God expects to maximize in our lives.  They could have had 

an attitude to say, “These a whole lot of people, I don’t know how 

-- what are we going to do with five fish and five loaves and two 

fish?”  But we can’t take the attitude that we’re going to be 

minimalist.  Amen? 

 

 I want us to understand that God has gifted us and given us 

everything that we need to be blessed.  Sometimes, we are our 

own worst enemies.  We feel like we don’t have certain things to 

offer.  But we have to take the same approach that Jesus did 

before this miracle took place to start right where you are with 
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the very things that you have.  And like I say, you should never 

grow weary in your will doing, you also should never grow weary 

of blessing others. 

 

 It’s just my prayer that we as the people of God will maximize 

what God has given us.  Ephesians talks about how we have to 

redeem the time because the days are evil.  And a lot of times we 

just have to be sensitive to things that are going on all around us 

and instead of taking the attitude, somebody needs to do 

something.  We need to be the man, we need to be the woman to 

step up to the plate and say, “You know what?  If change is going 

to happen, if revival is going to happen, it’s going to start with 

me.”  And so, just let it be the cry of your heart to say, “God if you 

can use anything, anything that you deem worthy, God, use it for 

your glory.”  And I believe our greatest days are ahead of us.  

Amen.  God bless you all. 

 

 Well, unfortunately all of my time is gone but I just want to say 

thank you so much for joining us today for Brothers of the Word 

because brother, you need the word. 

 

Automated Voice: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was the 

message titled, “The Blessing of Blessing” by Jason Thomas.  This 

message is No. 6373.  That’s 6373.  To send this message No. 6373 

to a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.  There are over a 

thousand free messages on brothersoftheword.com.  Listen to 

brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need the word. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

00:22:45 
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