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Mark Stroud: When you become uncontrollable, you will
begin to walk in your destiny.

Automated Voice: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This is the message
titled, “Out of the Shadows”, by Mark Stroud. This message is
number 6374. That’s 6374. Listen to over a thousand free
messages on brothersoftheword.com.

(Music Playing: 00:00:19 - 00:00:45)

And now for 6374, Out of the Shadows.

Mark Stroud: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the
word. Praise the Lord. Praise the Lord. Well, turn with me in
your Bibles to the Book of Mark, the Book of Mark, the 10th
chapter, Mark, Chapter 10 and we’re going to just be here and
just glean in the rich word of the Lord. I’m so excited to be here
with you tonight. The Lord does have a word for you and I pray
that your hearts are open and are responsive to hear what the
Lord has to say to you. This is a night of miracles. This is a
night of signs and wonders. Be open to hear what that saith the
Lord, amen.

Let me read to you, we’re going to read Mark 10 verse 46
through 52. Very familiar text and scripture, very familiar. But
I find of course that the word of God is just like that of an onion
you pull back layer, after layer, after layer, after layer and it’s
just so incredible. The word of God is living, it is vibrant. Telling
you is just so awesome. Well, let’s go ahead and read it.

Mark the 10th chapter verse number 46, it says here, I’ll be
reading to you of the King James version, “And they came to
Jericho and as He went out of Jericho with his disciples and a
great number of people, blind,” who?, “Bartimaeus, the son of
Timaeus, sat by the highway side begging. And when he heard
that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say,
“Jesus thou son of David, have mercy on me.” And many
charged him that he should hold his peace but he cried the more
a great deal, “Thou son of David, have mercy on me.”

“And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be called. And
they call the blind man saying unto him, “Be of good comfort,
arise or rise; He calleth thee.” And he cast aside his garment,
rose and came to Jesus. And Jesus answered and said unto
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him, “What wilt thou that I should do unto thee?” The blind man
said unto him, “Lord, that I might receive my sight.” And Jesus
said unto him, “Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole.”
And immediately he received his sight, and followed Jesus in
the way.”

Isn’t that wonderful? That is so wonderful. Thank you Lord for
your word. But before we go back up to the very beginning, let
me show you something here in verse number 52 before we go
back up. I love the word. Verse 52 is powerful and that of course
he receives his miracle but is also powerful because it shows you
really the heart of God, the heart of God’s giving. It’s how God
gives. Look at this, verse 52, “And Jesus said unto him, “Go thy
way; thy faith hath made thee whole.” And immediately he
received his sight, and he followed Jesus.”

The Lord knew what He was going to do and before He did it,
He told the man, “Go your way, go your way, your faith has
saved you.” Immediately he received the sight. I love to call
this when God gives without strings attached. You know our
people can say, “I’ll give this to you if you do this. You hang
around me, I’m going to do this for you but make sure you pay
your tithes and offering. Make sure you come to my church
before I give it to you.” I’ll tell you, “Go your way.” But what did
the man do? He was so grateful he began to follow Jesus
anyway. He followed the Lord Jesus in the way. Isn’t that
wonderful? Giving with no strings attached. That’s what love
really is, that’s what really does. Giving with no strings
attached, I’ll give it to you. Now what are you going to do?
Hallelujah.

Now, let’s go back at the verse 46, that was free, it didn’t cost
you anything. Notice the peculiar word in here, now we only
have a limited amount of time, so I pray you’re listening quickly.
Verse 46 it says, “They came to Jericho and as they went out of
Jericho, He and his disciples and a great number of people went
with Him and blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, was there
on the roadside begging.” Jesus goes in to Jericho and Jesus
comes out of Jericho.

Now, we could surmise that as the Lord went into Jericho, it’s
just Him and the disciples. Something great and awesome I’m
sure happens in Jericho. Now on their way out of Jericho, He
has a great crowd with Him. Now while they’re coming out of
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Jericho, there is the Lord Jesus and the people I’m sure
thronging Him, “Oh it’s Jesus, it’s Jesus, it’s Jesus.” Blind
Bartimaeus, the man on the side there, he’s sitting on the side,
he has been there day after day begging.

00:05:13

Now, Jericho of course was a rich city, very rich and the word
Jericho means fragrant place. They sold roses and cypress and
honey, so the place smelled really good. You’re in the good place
that smells good but you’re on the side of the road begging.
You’re blind, you cannot see. And so, he’s in a great place, great
smell, but he is still bound by forces he cannot control.

And so, here comes the Lord Jesus, He is passing by him with a
great crowd of people and I’m sure he asked, “What’s all this
commotion going on? What’s going on here?” And someone says,
“Well, it’s Jesus of Nazareth.” The crowd identifies it’s Jesus
and everybody is following Him. What happens? The Bible says
that when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to
cry out and say, “Jesus thou son of David, have mercy on me.”

Now, notice the transition here. The people identified Him as
Jesus of Nazareth but he identified Jesus as Jesus thou son of
David. They knew Him by His flesh, he knew Him but this
blind man that could not see naturally could see more than they
all own could see. Bartimaeus saw Him as the son of God. He
saw Him as the Lord, the Savior of the world, one who would
come and restore my sight. He saw more than they all.

Now, I want you to notice something because this also tells us
about the character in presence of Bartimaeus. Bartimaeus, the
name Bartimaeus can be broke down of course in to two words,
Bar and Timaeus. Bar, meaning the son of, Timaeus is his
father. It was very popular back in Bible times for the son to be
named after the father like it is today. But in Bible times, they
didn’t call him Junior, right? They call him Bar, son of Timaeus.
So, his name is Bartimaeus, son of Timaeus. He doesn’t have his
own identity. He is just known as the son of Timaeus, just the
son of Timaeus.

Well, what does Timaeus mean? Timaeus means highly priced
or highly favored, one shows in above anything else. It’s kind of
like you know, you have your certain special things at home.
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Someone says, “Can I borrow this?” You say, “Well, get that one
right over there but leave this one right here, that’s mine. You
can use that one, but not this one.” You’re understanding?

His father Timaeus means highly priced, highly favored. And
here’s the problem here we see with blind Bartimaeus. His
father means highly favored, highly priced, probably highly
favored in the community, someone that’s about something,
someone that everyone looks up to, well he’s priced above others.
And I’m sure Timaeus at one point said, “Honey, let’s have a
baby. I’m going to get married. We’re going to have a baby. Oh
it’s a boy! Look at here. Oh, we’ll call his name Bartimaeus and
he’s going to be great just like me.” But something happened.
Somewhere along the way, he does not live up to his name.
Instead of rising to a statue of greatness, he’s on the roadside
begging, waiting for a chance.

Now, if I will title this tonight, I would say that this would be
coming out of the shadows, a time of coming out of the shadows
or living in the shadows. This is what Bartimaeus did. I’m not
sure how many of you ever have a great name that you have to
live up to, great expectations that you have to live up to, but you
cannot because of reasons that are beyond your control.

And so here, he’s there at the roadside begging, trying to live up
to his father’s name. Every time someone calls him, “Well, you
know, that’s blind Bartimaeus, that’s blind Bartimaeus.” Every
day he is reminded, “I’m not like my daddy, I’m not the man
that I’m sure my daddy wanted me to be, my family needs me to
be.” I’m not sure if he has any brothers or any other kin, but he
is there, he is unproductive, all he can do is beg day in and day
out, someone has to lead him to that spot, but I’m sure maybe
even his father’s name was able to get him this prime real estate
begging area. If you got to beg, you might as well big in a rich
place, right? People are going and coming on this highway here
and it smells pretty good. So, maybe the name has gotten him
this prime real estate. There’s difference between begging in a
rich community and begging in a poor community. In here, you
get a lot more in the rich community. Are you hearing?

So, Bartimaeus is here living in the shadows and then one day
of course he hears about Jesus and I’m sure he already knows,
we know that he knows that Jesus is the Son of God, that He is
the Messiah. And so here is this moment, here is this chance.
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He’s been waiting here, greatness is on the inside of him. He has
his own dreams.

00:10:00

He has things that he’s been wanting to do but could not do.
He’s going to go places and I’m sure he’s tired of always having
to have somebody to lead him around, always having to ask,
“Can somebody help me over here or help me over there.” He
wants to be independent, he wants to have his own family, he
wants to have his own career and start different things in life
but for reasons that are out of his control, he can’t do it.

And so, there he is on the side of the road and he’s begging day
in and day out and finally he hears that Jesus, this miracle
worker is passing by finally. And he’s not going to miss this
chance. He’s not going to miss it. Look at what it says, verse 47
again, “And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he
began to cry out and say, “Jesus thou son of David, have mercy
on me.” At this point, something has to click on the inside of him
because understand all of his life, people have been telling him,
“Hold your peace, you can’t do this. Hold your peace, stop it.
You can’t do that. You’ll never become this, you’ll never become
that. All you’ll be able to do is stand on the roadside or kneel at
a roadside and just beg. That is all you’ll ever be.” All his life
and I’m sure he’s probably told himself, “I’ll never be anything
but this.”

And so what happens on this day when this is his opportunity
finally here comes the miracle worker. Finally, God himself is
passing by me. The others just see Him as Jesus of Nazareth
but I know this is God in the flesh walking by and now he has
his opportunity and he opens up his mouth and says, “Jesus,
thou son of David, have mercy on me.” And it seemed like
everybody who would have been had before him but instead
they told him, “Be quiet. Wow! You’re too loud! Wow!” Now
understand who is telling him to be quiet Now, these people are
coming out of Jericho, so these are probably the same people
that gave him a couple of dollars every day. “Here you go.” And
then I’m sure he felt like, “Hey, I pay you. Hey, I give you
money every day. Hey, I’m supporting you. I earn the right to
control you. I’m putting a roof off your head. I earn the right to
say in your life.” But you don’t earn the right for you to keep me
from Jesus. You don’t have that right. Hallelujah!
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So I’m sure they say, “Hey, we give it to you, hey.” So, that
made them feel like they had a sense of authority over his life.
“This is not proper Bartimaeus. This is not proper for you to yell
out on public, to yell Jesus, the son of David. Be quiet man, be
quiet.” Something had to click within Bartimaeus. What’s
clicking here? Was he going to allow this? Allow the people,
allow their rebuke, their very stern rebuke because they -- the
Bible says that many charged him, not just one or two, many
told him, “Stop”. Many told him, “You can’t do this. Stop. Don’t
say anymore. Be silent. Be still. Don’t move. Just stay there.
Let Jesus pass by.” He had to make up in his mind at that
moment that I’m no longer listening to the people. I’m going to
follow after God no matter what happens, no matter how it feels,
no matter what they say about me. I may end up in humiliation.
He may not hear me, but I’m not going to let that stop me from
calling on His name. I’m going to call on the name of Jesus and
He shall save me. Are you hearing?

And so, what do we have here? Here again, this is his moment.
And at the time that everybody else should have been saying,
“Great! Yeah, yeah. Call Him.” They told him, “Be quiet. Be
still.” They didn’t understand but there was faith wailing up on
the inside of him. I’m sure this man was saying in his heart,
“This is enough, it’s over.” Now, Bartimaeus represents a
generation of people that said, “I’ve had enough. I’m ready to
get up from here. I’m ready to move forward in life. I’m tired of
getting crumbs. “I’m not my moment, my time, my destiny, I’m
not going to miss this any longer. I don’t care what you say,
what they say. I don’t care if they laugh or whoever laugh, I’m
not going to miss my moment any longer.” He has made up in
his mind that he will not be silent.

Now here’s the thing and we got to close, here’s the thing,
Bartimaeus could not see Jesus. He didn’t know what was going
on, all he knew, he couldn’t feel Jesus, but what he did have was
an acute sense of hearing. He heard the commotion going by.
He heard people maybe saying oh Jesus this or Jesus that. He
may have heard people clapping and making a big to do. He
heard the noise of Jesus and that’s what all of us really just
need because there are a whole lot of Bartimaeuses even in this
room and listening that just need to hear the noise of Jesus.

00:15:00
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Jesus himself was not speaking but people around him were
speaking. He heard the noise, the commotion of those that were
identifying with Jesus, they could see Jesus but he could not.
They could feel Jesus close enough but he could not. He heard
the commotion and when he heard the commotion that Jesus
was near, he said, “Jesus, son of David, have mercy on me, have
mercy on me.” Son of David means that I know who you are, I
know that you are the Messiah and he would not stop, he would
not cease. They said be quiet and he just got louder. He was
not going to be denied just like Hannah, was not just going to be
denied. She had enough with Peninnah. She had enough of her
yearly taunting. “You’ll never going to have a baby. “Na, na, I
got my baby, you don’t.” She had enough of that. She had
enough of that and she goes into the temple and she begins to
pray and behind Priest Eli starts talking about, “Woman, how
long you’re going to be drunk? You need to sober yourself up.”
She said, “No, you don’t understand. I’m grieved in spirit and
I’m trying my best to pray to God I need a son.” He said, “Oh, I
see. Well, you have your request.” Hallelujah.

Sometimes we’ve got to be provoked into a change. We’ve got to
be nudged into a change. You’ve got to get to the point where
you’re sick and tired of being sick and tired and I’m not going to
take this anymore. I don’t care if they laugh. I don’t care if they
talk. I don’t care if they tell me to be quiet, sit down, you can’t
sing, you’re too ugly, you’re too tall, you’re too skinny, you’re too
fat, I don’t care anymore. I must fulfill my destiny. But it’s
going to take us to getting to that point where we realize that
I’ve had it. I’m throwing caution to the wind and what happens.
He cries out louder and finally Jesus stops. His cry was so
powerful that it stopped the forward momentum of Jesus
himself. He stopped what He was doing and says, “Call him.
Command him to come to me.”

And now the very ones that would tell him be quiet says, “Hey,
hey, be of good cheer. He’s calling you. He wants you.” They are
the same ones who told you to shut up, Jesus is now using them.
“You. Hey, He wants you.” He is now using your haters to
validate your ministry. Are you hearing that? And so, here we
go. He gets up and what happens when he gets up, the Bible
says, he throws his cloth aside, his beggar’s robe aside. The
very thing that identified him with that begging he throws it
aside saying, “I’m not going to come back to this place anymore.
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I’m not going to be put in the box anymore. I refuse to let
anybody else contain me. They can’t control this anointing.
Hallelujah! They can’t deny the power and presence of God that
is there and I’m hungry and thirsty for the Lord Jesus and
nobody’s going to stop me.” Are you understanding?

We have to get to the point where you’re so hungry and thirsty
for the presence of the Lord that you will not be denied. You
have to get to the point that you want to go pass the norm, pass
the usual, not just the mundane little things don’t really shape
you or move you anymore. You want Him. Now, when you do
that, people are going to talk about you. “You’re praying too
much. Be quiet. You’re reading your Bible too much, you’re
going to go crazy.” You’re going down the church again?” What
are they saying? “Be quiet. Be silent. That’s not politically
correct. Stay like us. Stay controllable.” Understand
something, when you become uncontrollable, you will begin to
walk in your destiny but as long as their taunting will keep you
bound and tied down, as long as you allow fear of what they
may say or what they may do to hold you, you will never reach
your destiny. But there is a generation that is rising up now
that says, “I will not be contained. I will not be controlled. I
will cry out loud and spare not and God will hear me and finally
I will rise from obscurity and be the one that God has called me
to be.”

Is your vision great enough? You see, even when he had no
sight, he had vision. He could see when he could not see. Can
you see it working when you don’t have a dime in your pocket?
Can you see yourself better when you’re still taking all the
medication? Can you see it when you don’t see it? And when
you remain when others tell you, “Shh! Be still.” It’s time to
come out of the shadows and be the person that God has called
you to be.

Thank you for joining us for Brothers of the Word, because
brother, you need the word.

00:20:00

Automated Voice: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This was the
message titled, “Out of the Shadows” by Mark Stroud. This
message is number 6374. That’s 6374. To listen to over a
thousand free messages or to send this message number 6374 to
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a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com. Listen to
brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need the
word.

(Music Playing)

00:20:38
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