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Hazem Farraj: When you give yourself to God, you expect God to give himself to 

you. 

 

Automated: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is the message 

titled, “Reflections” by Hazem Farraj.  This message is number 

6377, that’s 6377.  Listen to over a thousand free messages on 

brothersoftheword.com. 

 

(Music playing: 00:00:21 - 00:00:48) 

 

 And now for 6377, Reflections. 

 

Hazem Farraj: The word because brother, you need the Word.  Let’s say, Amen, 

Halleluiah.  My story begins in 1997.  When I was 12 years old, 

my father moved the family back to Jerusalem, we’re ethnically 

Palestinians.  Now, how many of you know of the conflict between 

the Palestinians and Israelis?  Come on, I know we’ve heard it 

from the Arab’s store on the corner, right?  Somebody asked me, 

“Hazem, where are you from?”  I said, “Well, I’m Arab.”  They said, 

“Oh, you that folks in the story?”  I said, “Yeah.  You loved us at 

1:30 in the morning when you need some gas.  And you run out of 

cigarettes.  You love us, I know it, come on.”  Halleluiah.  She said, 

“I know who you all are.”  I said, “Amen.” 

 

 You know what, I used to be embarrassed, but the Lord touches 

that in my life and I’m Palestinian and I’m happy, I’m proud.  

Amen.  As my father grew older in age, he wanted to move us 

away from the Christian culture, that is America.  So, it was 1997, 

we moved to Jerusalem.  We had a home there about three miles 

from the old city.  How many of you guys are aware of the 

beautiful dome, the rock, the golden dome over the city skyline, is 

that beautiful?  It used to be a church, by the way.  And so, I’ve 

been there many times to pray with my father and I’ve been to in 

this little village called Beit Hanina.  And Beit Hanina was where 

I learned about Islam and it wasn’t really a huge culture shock, 

but I was away from everything American for those years. 

 

 So, 1997, 1998, 1999, the year 2000, I was learning about Islamic 

culture.  In fact, I was learning about it here in America because 

when you’re Arab-American, you’re more Arab than you are 

American.  So, when you go to school, you could American, you 

could blend in with the crowd, you can do all these things.  But 

when you come home, you don’t speak English, you speak Arabic.  

You’re not a part of the Christian society, you’re a Muslim, Amen.  
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That’s how I was raised.  So, it wasn’t a real culture shock, but 

what happened was I began to give myself to Islam.  The best I 

knew how I began to give myself to the Islamic culture and 

religion.  Now, how many of you know every single one of us and 

this is inclusive to everybody who seek in God.  So, the Buddhist, 

Muslim, the Christian, the Jew, everyone has a checklist that 

they do correct, a checklist that says, “Pray, read the Bible, or 

read the Word, or whatever that Holy Book is to you, attend the 

house of worship.”  Right?  But there’s a problem when you do the 

checklist and that checklist, at the end of it, there’s nothing else 

to do.  And you’re still hungry for something more than just doing 

the checklist.  Come on somebody. 

 

 How many of you remember that time when you sought God, you 

sought God so hard and demanded an answer from heaven.  Look, 

sometimes in this life, we can just do church, we have real people, 

real humanity, real issues and real needs, and if there’s no answer 

and there’s no response from the other side of that prayer, we 

have to check something out, right?  I would go to the mosques, I 

would memorize the Koran, I would go to school.  Every day, we 

had religion classes, teaching us about the infidel and the Jew, 

teaching us about how the Christianity was a whole bunch 

falsehood and that Jesus did not die on the cross, and He was 

nothing more than a prophet of God.  And I reached the end of 

that checklist. 

 

 And so, I began demanding and ensues from heaven and I started 

looking for hope and I found no hope within the pages of the 

Koran.  In fact, I found depression, I found no hope within the 

sermons of the sheik at the Masjed or at the mosque.  But you 

know what happened?  I started getting angry and I started to 

getting upset because here’s the problem, when you give yourself 

to God, you expect God to give Himself to you. 

 

 I want you to know ladies and gentlemen that millions of people 

around the world give themselves to god and their god does not 

answer, but we are celebrating the Living Master, the Living 

Savior, the Living Jesus in this House.  Do you know the privilege 

that we have, that we could come stand before a Messiah who 

hears our prayers, Oh, come on, somebody? 

 

00:05:00 

 

(Music Playing) 
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 Millions of people around the globe don’t know the feeling of what 

it means to have a prayer answered.  Millions of my own family 

members, my people bow down five times a day and they’re 

bowing down to a rock in Mecca, Saudi Arabia.  So, today I want 

us to have a perspective change.  I want you to know that you’re 

not just sitting in a pew this morning.  But I want you to know 

that this Bible is not just words, mere words written on paper.  It 

is the living presence of God.  This is the house of God. 

 

 Many of us are aware of the situations in the Middle East how 

there’s a lot of prosecution to the Christians.  Even recently, I 

don’t know if you’ve seen the picture of the man, he was burning 

the Bible, and I shared it on the internet.  And I said, “Sir, I don’t 

know who he is.”  But as if he knew or he -- because I one day, I 

hope that he would see this picture.  I said, “Sir, before you ever 

put fire to those pages.”   As the police stood watching as he 

burned our holiest scripture, he held that Bible up in the air with 

flames coming out of it and people all around almost encourage 

him and the police standing right there.  Now, that’s okay.  You 

know why?  Because before he ever set that page on fire, before 

he ever grabbed that book and put fire to its pages, we had the 

Message of that Book.  We had it in our hearts and it is a Living 

Book.  It is alive and well.  You may burn the pages, but you can’t 

burn my heart, because the Gospel has already burned it, ladies 

and gentlemen, come on. 

 

 So, because I shared that photo on Facebook and on my social 

media, and I would encourage you, I would love for every single 

one of you guys in this house, and as soon as this message is over 

and this church is over, I want you to go home and add me on 

Facebook.  Amen.  The site is facebook.com/reflectionsTv and I 

want every single one of us to share that photo.  I want the people 

to know that you can burn the Bible, but you can’t burn the 

message.  Come on somebody.  You can burn those pages, but you 

can’t burn Jesus.  Oh, I’m fired up to day.  Halleluiah. 

 

 I got so much mail, emails, and comments and stuff on the 

internet saying, “Why do you hate Islam?”  And my response is, 

“I don’t hate Islam.  I tell my story.”  How many of you know you’ll 

have haters wherever you go?  Some of you already know what 

I’m talking about.  You tell your stories and those haters pop up 

out of nowhere.  You thought people were your friends and people 

who supported you until you start telling them how God move in 

your life.  All of a sudden, your friends become acquaintances.  
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George Orwell said this, he said, “In times of universal deceit, 

telling the truth becomes a revolutionary act.”  He said, “In times 

of universal deceit, telling the truth becomes the new hate 

speech.”  And I’m not here to talk about Islam, those my people 

for God sakes.  They’re my family, I love them dearly.  I love them 

dearly, but I’m just telling my story. 

 

 I remember the days when I would stand in the Dome of the Rock 

and I would look to heaven and I would bow down, and I would 

lay, put my forehead on the floor and I would do all of that.  And 

I’m sitting here thinking, “Dear God, dear God, please be who 

they told me You were.  If You’re listening up in heaven, Allah, 

would you show me that You are the truth.”  And that was a crisis 

in my heart.  How many of you know you don’t want to one day 

wake up and realize what you’ve been thought your whole life was 

a lie.  And what spoke louder than anybody’s preaching was spoke 

louder than anybody’s words, was the desire to know the One 

True and Living God.  And as I sought God more, ladies and 

gentlemen, I sought Him with all my heart.  I did the prayers, I 

did the scripture, reading.  I went to the mosque and the Masjed 

and there was no answer.  What do you do when God is silent?  Do 

you know that multiplied millions of people today are praying to 

a silent a God? 

 

 When was the last time we, as a church prayed and knew and 

were aware that on the other side of the prayer, is the ear of God 

all mighty saying, “I hear you, son.  I hear you church.  Keep 

praying, don’t be discouraged.”  Now, it wasn’t always awesome 

to be a preacher.  How many of you know, those were fighting 

words to come up and you know what I’m saying?  I wasn’t trying 

to run into Jesus when I was seeking Allah.  I wasn’t trying to run 

into Christianity when I was seeking Islam.  And I remember, at 

the end of that crisis, it lasted about really the real hard crisis 

lasted about a year and a half, but the journey was from 1997 to 

now actually.  And I remember I went in to the church, and I said 

I was, for the first time in my life, I saw a man on the guitar.  He 

was looking up to having, he was smiling, he was worshiping 

Jesus, as if he knew Jesus. 

 

00:10:06 

 

 And is saw a much like, we had here this morning, I saw people 

dancing and lifting their hands up to God.  And I’m like, either 

you guys are crazy or your God is alive.  And I sat of the back pew 
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in the corner and I said, “I was getting angry on this inside 

because I’m thinking, “Here we are, we came all the way around 

the world to run into Jesus?”  It’s almost humorous because you 

don’t take your family away from the Christian-American culture 

to go to Jerusalem where Christianity was born, because you’re 

still learning about Islam, but then, you start seeing signs that 

say “the garden tomb.”  Well, what is the garden tomb?  Or that’s 

where Jesus was supposed to have raised from the dead, they 

would say.  Well, what is the Garden of Gethsemane?  Oh, that’s 

where Jesus supposedly bled blood out of his pores because he was 

about to endure the courts. 

 

 Well, what is the cross?  In my distress, I called unto the God who 

answers my fire and He answered.  It wasn’t easy guys, it wasn’t 

I’ll be lying to you if I stood up here and told you, “It was easy.”  I 

gave my heart to the Lord in January of 2000.  I was 15 years old.  

And you know what?  It was the hardest decision of my life.  That 

song that we all sing many times in church, “Oh, happy day, 

happy day, when Jesus was.”  That wasn’t a happy day for this 

old boy right here.  I don’t sing that song because that wasn’t a 

happy day, that was a crisis, come on, somebody.  Have you ever 

had a crisis?   

 

 And I ended up being an underground believer for three years, I 

didn’t tell a soul.  And even after I left home at the age of 17, my 

father said to me, he said, “Hazem, come home tomorrow.”  I left 

in the name of college.  I didn’t end up doing college because I 

wasn’t living for college, I was living for Jesus.  And my father, 

yes, -- my father said to me on the phone, he said, “Hazem, if 

you’re not here in the morning, you have 12 hours.  If you’re not 

here by the morning time, you will never be welcome here again 

and you will never be a son of this family.”  And I said, “Dad, I 

can’t come home.”  “Why can’t you come home?”  “Because I cannot 

live the way we’re living.” 

 

 Have you ever had to give up something that was precious to you 

ladies and gentlemen?  Have you ever had to give up something 

precious, because I want you to know that I’m standing here, do 

not pity me because I’m living the good life?  I’m living under the 

red, white and blue.  I had freedom to speak my story here, but 

there are people in Jerusalem and all over the Arab world, I know 

them by name, I those their stories, they’re living underground.  

They’re Christians with the (00:12:37).  Jesus is alive.   
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 Now, most of the time, my brothers and sisters, my Muslim 

friends, they want to debate and discuss.  Well, what about the 

Trinity, how can God and man be the same?  And they ask me all 

the time, “Can man become a God?”  And I’m like, “No.  No, no, 

no.  Man cannot become a God.”  But here’s a better question, can 

God become the man?  Yeah.  And I have found the secret.  You 

know about nine or eight years ago, I sat there depressed, when I 

spoke first time I ever willingly and knowingly disobeyed my 

father when I refused to go home.  I sat for the next six months of 

my life, sleeping my life away.  I ate and I slept.  I gained so much 

weight.  I was 225 pounds and that, you may even say, “Oh, 

Hazem you’re tall.”  But I’m going to tell you, 225 pounds of fat is 

225 pounds of fat.  I was unhealthy, I was discouraged, I was 

depressed.  And one day, I was flipping to the channels and I saw 

a man by the name of Benny Hinn.  And he was in his elaborate 

white, he goes, “Fire.”  He prayed over people and I’m like, I’m 

sitting there looking and the Lord said, “I have called you to this.”  

And I knew what that meant. 

 

 Now, remind you I’m depressed, sleeping about 17 hours a day 

and I hear the voice on the inside of me say, “I have called you to 

this.”  I know now that was the voice of God.  But do you know 

what, at that moment, I rejected, I said, in my mind I thought, 

“Hazem, you’re crazy.”  I’m trying to get out of bed every morning.  

But something supernatural happened the next day, something 

absolutely supernatural, happened the next day. 

 

 I woke up with the desire to get out of bed.  If you’ve been 

depressed, you know how miraculous that is.  By the way, this 

story, I can’t, I don’t have the time to share it, it’s in the book, 

Mohammed, Jesus & Me.  Tell me those aren’t fighting words 

right there, Mohammed, Jesus & Me telling my story.  There’s a 

chapter in there called, “Why I am not a Muslim?”  And, oh Jesus.  

I talk about the good honor, I talked about some of the good 

(00:14:42), I talk about some of the errors in it, I talk about all of 

the things that people are afraid to talk about.  And then the next 

chapter is “Why I am a Christian?”  And I talk about Jesus, the 

love that poured down from Calvary.  I explained the Gospel, I 

explained what grace is.  So, I encourage you, buy the book if you 

have a Muslim friend, buy it for your friend. 

 

00:15:00 
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 So, I’m sitting down trying to get out of bed every morning and 

the Lord speaks that to me.  And pretty soon, I ended up doing 

the normal things what does that look like, I helped out that 

church.  When Pastor said, “Be here for the prayer meeting, I 

went to the prayer meeting.”  Every day I needed to read my Bible, 

I’ve read my Bible, I went to church every Sunday.  I serve and 

with a crazy happenstance.  In fact, it’s not a happenstance, we 

know the Lord guides us, there are no coincidences.  Within a 

matter of the years, those three years, at least that I was 

underground watching Christian television, watching people like, 

Paul Crouch, Benny Hinn, Charles Stanley and Bishop T.D. 

Jakes and Rod Parsley, all these people, I started meeting them 

somehow in the weird, -- all of a sudden that discouraged, 

depressed little boy, all of a sudden, that voice that spoke to him 

wasn’t as crazy anymore. 

 

 And now here I am like 12 years later with the program that 

reaches all around the world.  Two languages, English and Arabic 

and truly the Lord gave me that Word and it’s to pass.  I’m telling 

you, multitudes of people hearing the Gospel because of this.  

Now, I’m not saying that the Christian TV is going to change the 

world.  What I am saying is Christian TV will change someone’s 

hearts.  And I know there’s people like, Hazem still there.  I get 

them even recently, I got a letter from a lady and I said, “Before 

we get into a religion, tell me where you’re from?”  She said, “Well, 

I’m from Mecca, Saudi Arabia.”  The birth place of Islam and what 

was her question, she wants to know how to follow this Jesus.  

Come on, Halleluiah.  God is good. 

 

 Go with me if you have your Bibles.  If you have your Bibles, go 

with me to Luke Chapter 24.  I’m just going to skim through this 

real-quick, just real-quickly, Luke 24 Verse 13.  “That same date, 

two of Jesus’ followers we’re talking, we’re walking to the village 

of Ammeus, talking seven miles out of Jerusalem.”  Verse 15, 

“Suddenly Jesus himself came along and joined them, and began 

walking beside them.”  Verse 17, “Jesus says in red letters.  “You 

seem to be in a deep discussion about something?”  He said, “What 

are you talking about?  What are you so concern about?” And 

verse 24, “Some of our men ran out to see and sure enough, Jesus’ 

body was gone and the woman who discovered it were telling the 

truth, he says.”  And verse 25, “Then Jesus said to them, ‘All you 

foolish people, you find it so hard to be that all the prophets wrote 

about this in the scriptures?  Wasn’t clearly predicted by the 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/6377.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/6377.mp3 

prophets that the Messiah would have to suffer all of these things 

before entering his time of glory?’  Then Jesus quoted passages. 

 

 From the writings of Moses and all the prophets explaining what 

all the Scriptures had said about Himself.”  Now, many of us 

remember the legendary, Oral Roberts, he made this so 

beautifully, he pontificated about the Scripture.  So, this what 

Oral Roberts says, we might read that scripture and say, “How 

did Jesus reveal himself to those people who didn’t and they were 

mourning his death.”  At this point, the word hadn’t gotten 

around that he was really resurrected.  So, they’re discouraged.  

Do you ever had a discouraged day and then, Jesus shows up and 

He says, “Hey, what are you doing?  I’m alive yeah.”  

 

 So, this is what He says, “In Genesis, I was the seed of the woman.  

In Exodus, I was the Passover Lamb.  In Leviticus, I was the 

High-Priest, in Numbers, I was the Cloud by day and the Fire by 

night.  And Deuteronomy, I was the Prophet likened to Moses, in 

Joshua, the Captain of Salvation, in Judges, the Lawgiver and the 

Judge, in Ruth, the Redeemer, in 1st and 2nd Samuel, the 

Prophet.  1st and 2nd Kings, the Reigning King, 1st and 2nd 

Chronicles, the Lion from the Tribe of Judah.  In Ezra I was the 

Faithful Scribe, Nehemiah, the Builder of the Temple, In Esther, 

the Interceding Mordecai, in Job, the Living Redeemer, in 

Psalms, the Lord, Our Shepherd, in Proverbs, I was the Wisdom 

of God, in the song of Solomon, I was the Lover and the 

Bridegroom, in Isiah, I healed your wounds, in Jeremiah, I was 

the Compassionate God, in Daniel, I was the Son and Man, in 

Hosea, I was the Bridegroom, in Amos,  I was the Bird, in Joel,  I 

was the Baptizer with the Holy Spirit, in Obadiah, yes, there is a 

Bible they call Obadiah, I was the Savior, in Micah, the Beautiful 

Messenger, in Habbakkuk, Mica, beautiful Evangelist, in 

Zephaniah, the Restorer, in Haggai, Restoring Fountain, 

Zechariah, the Pierced Messiah and in Malachi, the Son of 

Righteousness. 

 

 And listen to this, listen to this, really quick, listen to this, And 

Verse 32, says, “And they said to each other, after their eyes were 

suddenly opened, they said to each other, ‘Did not our hearts burn 

within us when He spoke to us?”  Ladies and gentlemen, this is 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ, that one at point, we were dead and 

trespassers which in sin and the Lord, the Messiah, the Only One 

who is alive and well, He speaks these things to us, He gives us 

hope and He renews our lives.  I want to speak to everybody here 
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to today, and I want to speak to the viewers watching, “Do you 

need to be awakened?  Do you need to be alive and do you need to 

be revived?  Because we have saving Jesus who will do that and 

you know why?  Because He is Truly Alive. He knows where 

you’re at, He knows your name and He know your situation, He 

has a master plan for.  

 

00:20:03 

 

 Can we all say this together, “Because brother, we all need that 

Word.  Amen.”  Halleluiah.  Thank you Lord. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

 So, what does that mean for me and you today?  What does that 

mean on this Sunday morning when many of us have issues, we 

have problems, we have things, we have bills that need to be paid, 

we have sickness that needs to be healed, we have plans that need 

to be accomplished, what does the Gospel mean for us today?  I’ll 

tell you what it means.  You’re ready for this?  Do you have about 

five more minutes?  Listen, I’m in the south, I could go open now 

and drink some sweet tea, I’ll go with you.  If you are all ready, 

let’s go.  All right, I need five more minutes. 

 

 If you go to John 20 verse 11, “Mary was standing outside the 

tomb crying and as she wept, she stooped and looked, she looked 

in, she two white-robed angels sitting at the head and foot of the 

place where the body of Jesus had been lying.  “Why are you 

crying?”  The angels asked her, “Because they have taken away 

my Lord.”  She replied.  “And I don’t know where they have put 

him.?”  Verse 14, “She glanced over her shoulders and saw 

someone standing behind her, it was Jesus, but she did not 

recognize him.”  Say that with me, “She did not recognize him.”  

“Why are you crying?”  Jesus asked her.  “Who are you looking 

for?”  She thought he was the gardener.  “Sir.”  She said, “If you 

have taken Him away, tell me where you have put him, I will go 

and get him.”  And this story is amazing, ladies and gentlemen 

because here’s the deal, she goes to the tomb, she looks in, she 

sees that Jesus is not there.  Have you ever looked at your 

situation and felt that Jesus was not to be found? 

 

 The amazing thing about this is she looked that angels, but you 

know what?  It wasn’t Jesus.  There comes a point in our walk 

with God that, you could look at angels straight in the face and it 
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will not do, we have to see Jesus.  And the angel said, “Why are 

you crying?  He’s not here.”  She ended up walking out and verse 

16, I believe it says, “And she glanced over.”  She went from 

looking for Jesus to glance in over, because I’m going to tell you 

in life when sometimes those situations happen, come on, 

somebody, life happens fast.  Do you know, I quit judging people 

because I know life happens fast?  I don’t know what’s going on 

you, but I know one thing, I know that you are not alone and your 

problems that you have, you have a Savior who’s with you and 

you have a Church that’s alive and well to help you walk through 

that. 

 

 “Why are you crying?”  And the amazing thing about this is, she 

does not recognize the red letters.  And it took a whole 

conversation, she looked for him and then, she glanced for Him.  

She looked meaning, she was intently looking for Jesus.  She 

knew she had a point to look and to find Jesus.  And then, because 

of the disappointment, she just glances over.  Do you know what 

glance, the word means?  It means, a hurried look, and if we’re 

not careful today, ladies and gentlemen, we can let life’s 

circumstances take our focus away from what we intended to do 

and we can just start glancing for Jesus when he’s looking for you 

to look for him, right? 

 

 I’ve tried the debates, I’ve tried to talk about that chapter, “Why 

I’m Not a Muslim”, but it’s not going to work, debates never work, 

theology never happens for a Muslim.  They have an answer for 

every single theological question.  They have an answer to tell you 

why Jesus is not the Lord of Lord and why He is only a man.  But 

I have found one thing, it takes one thing for the Living Jesus to 

be recognized by the Muslim. And do you want to know what it 

is?  It’s the same thing that Mary needed to hear to recognize him.  

I want you to focus with me real-quick.  Verse 15, “Why are you 

crying?”  Jesus asked her, “And who are you looking for?”  She 

thought he was the gardener.  “Sir.”  She asked, “If you have taken 

him away, tell me where you have put him and I will go and get 

him.”  And He said one thing, and that one thing was not theology, 

it was not a sermon, it was not why she should be-- it was one 

thing, it was her name.  And suddenly, she recognized Him.  Do 

you know that’s what it takes to recognize God?  It takes a God 

who knows your name, He knows your situation, He knows where 

you’re at in life and He knows how you’re doing. 
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 So, we stand here, I’m telling you, most people have never heard 

their God call out their name.  No Muslim can ever tell you, I 

heard Allah and his prophet call my name and the Bible tells us, 

“He called her name and suddenly she recognized Him.”  Do you 

know today church, if you listed hard enough, you will hear the 

Risen Savior calling out your name.  You will hear Him calling 

out, not my name, not your name, He will call out your name.  You 

just have to listen hard enough.  Amen.  Father, I thank you for 

this awesome, beautiful wonderful church. 

 

00:25:03 

 

(Music Playing) 

 Thank you for all that you’re doing, Lord.  Thank you that you 

took us out of darkness and you put us into the light.  Lord, we 

are forever humbled, we are grateful for Your loving kindness, 

Your tender mercies.  We know sometimes life comes at us fast 

and we know Lord that, when we quit looking for You, You don’t 

leave us alone.  For this reason, Lord, I am asking You to bless 

every single person in the sanctuary.  I’m asking You for the 

person whose heart is not burning any longer for you.  I’m asking 

Lord that You would set their heart aflame once again.  Did not 

our hearts burn when You spoke with a spark?  Today, have you 

given up on Jesus?  Today, have you given up on that which you 

once recognized and sought?  Today, are you discouraged?  I want 

you to know one thing that you, you are not unknown., your name 

is before the Lord in heaven and you might feel lonely and the 

enemy might have lied to you and even maybe those closest to you 

have lied to you.  But I’m here to tell you, that devil is liar and let 

God be true and all his enemies be liars.  You are loved, and He 

knows exactly where you’re at. 

 

 With every head bowed and every eye closed, I want that person 

who has never given their hearts to the Lord.  I want you to just 

say, “You know what, if this is true, if Jesus is who you say He is, 

I want to give Him a try.”  I’m not going to embarrass anybody, 

I’m not going to make come up here, I just want to see your hands, 

say, “As I am responding.  I know haven’t looked for Jesus, but 

today, I want to hear Him call out my name.  -- I need my heart 

to burn again -- and for the rest of us, I want you and even myself, 

I’m thinking to myself where our hearts were on fire at one time. 

Do you remember when you used to sing Amazing Grace and the 

person singing it couldn’t sing and person on the guitar couldn’t 
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play the guitar and yet, you still felt the presence.  Let’s go back 

to that day. 

 

 Father, for everybody here, I ask you Lord to bless everyone 

whether they’re in the first or the second and kind You Jesus to 

reveal your glory to us.  We love you Lord.  We give You glory and 

we give You honor.  And as we sing Amazing Grace, how sweet 

the sound, I dare you ladies and gentlemen, to listen closely as 

you will, hear Him calling your name.  God bless us. 

 

(Music Playing: 00:28:10 - 00:30:18) 

 

(Sung) 

 

When we've been there ten thousand years, 

bright shining as the sun. 

We've no less days to sing God's praise, 

than when we first begun. 

 

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me. 

I once was lost but now I'm found, 

Was blind, but now I see. 

 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: Amen.  We thank Hazem so much for the message and for 

the sharing of such a heart-felt journey.  It’s one thing to deal with 

just you.  And so many of us now, we’re at the point where we deal 

with us and God, but it’s another thing when you have to deal 

with family and tradition and inheritance and it’s another level, 

but thank God for going to that next level. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 And each one of us, we face that choice almost on a daily basis, do 

we walk with Jesus, do we spend time with Him in prayer.  And 

he begins by even talking about Jerusalem in the Dome of the 

Rock and the Dome of the Rock, it is the gold covered dome that’s 

there.  But they have another dome with a rock, it’s a mountain.  

And Jerusalem is mostly Islamic control for those even don’t 

know.  The other Dome of the Rock is considered one of the holiest 

places in all of Jerusalem.  And inside, is a building where 

supposedly Abraham sacrificed and you can go there and you go 

inside and pray, but it’s only open to Islam.  And it’s reputed to 

be the holiest place in all of Jerusalem, so I went in there.  And I 
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went there and I was down in the rock.  It’s the holiest place in 

Jeru -- I went in there, I sure did.  And I was in there praying 

along with all of the other Islamic and the man was looking at me 

kind of funny, after about five minutes, because I wasn’t praying 

like everybody else.  And after about five minutes, he came over 

to me, he asked, he said, “Are you Muslim?”  So, he he’s backing 

me, but the point is, you don’t have to go to the Dome of the Rock 

to pray. 

 

 And Jesus is wherever you are, whether you’re in your kitchen or 

the rock in your backyard, Jesus is wherever you are.  And 

oftentimes, we deal with a rock in our heart.  And He can’t get in 

because of the stoniness of our heart.  And it’s to take love and 

compassion and understanding for us to really do what Jesus 

wants us to do and it takes some courage too.  And I understand 

the risk that you take, not just in terms of family being ostracized 

and being alienated, but literally, physically dangerous. 

 

 To stand up for Jesus, often times on a culture where Jesus simply 

is not appreciated nor understood.  And I understand where even 

Islamic comes from.  I mean, I understand their mentality, 

because I was like that at one point, “What did you tell my pastor? 

What did you tell mine?”  You know, how do you simply did little 

of telling with.”  “What did you tell him about a witness?”  I’m a 

scientist by my very nature, by my education, I believe in logic 

and practicality.  In college, I did a ton of reading.  And 

oftentimes, college and even seminary will take you away from 

the true God.  And there comes a point where education will take 

you on the extreme side of logic and history and provability.  And 

when I came out of college, I really believed that God was a 

Someone on the inside, but it wasn’t really an external power 

until, you don’t have to say, “until”.  There will come a point in 

your life, when you may believe one thing until, until one day, 

God called my name. 

 

00:35:00 

 

(Music Playing) 

 And stuff began to happen and he began to speak things and 

prophetically became truth and I began to see things unfold and 

life that defy all statistical probability, all of my scientific 

training, it didn’t disappear, it didn’t go anywhere, it didn’t 

change, what it said was, the facts are different.  And all of the 

stuff that they taught you in college, all of this stuff is something 
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else, because there’s some stuff happening that all of the stuff 

because the professor sayeth, this is not in line with what they’ve 

said.  There is another power at work and it’s like -- I remember 

the story my pastor used to tell of Joe Louis when he was fighting 

Max Schmeling and Max Schmeling was in the ring with Joe 

Louis, and Joe Louis was just beating him all upside the head and 

when he got him in the corner, his trainer was saying, “Keep on, 

and he even didn’t even hit you yet, he didn’t hit you yet.”  And 

he said, “Well, you better watch that referee because somebody 

knocking the hell out of me.”  

 

 So, the professors may have told me that there is nothing beyond 

that which the rational mind, there’s nothing beyond which 

mathematics and science cannot explain, there’s nothing that 

exists in the supernatural realm, but I said, “Wait a minute, 

something else is happening that science cannot explain.”  And 

when you get to the point where God calls your name, you know.  

And no amount of debate, that’s why I understood, but no amount 

of debate could have change that with me.  They could have said, 

they would stack a Bible a mile high, no amount of theological 

back and forth would have changed what I believed.  It was only 

until God called my name that I understood and knew without a 

shadow of a doubt.  Then he still didn’t explain what God was, but 

it did explain it was something outside and beyond and above me.  

It made me know and our finite minds will never comprehend 

God, but it expanded my mind to know there is something else 

beyond me and that something else I wanted to serve. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was the 

message titled, “Reflections” by Hazem Farraj.  This message is 

number 6377, that’s 6377.  To listen to over a thousand free 

messages or to send this message number 6377 to a friend, go to 

brothersoftheword.com.  Listen to brothersoftheword.com often 

because brother, you’ll need the Word. 

 

(Music Playing 00:37:51 -  00:37:56) 

 

00:37:57 
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