
Transcribed by Tech-Synergy

Hope Against Hope

Sermon Title: Hope Against Hope
Sermon Number: 6382
Speaker: Dexter Harden

Link to sermon audio - http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/6382.mp3
Link to sermon video - http://theark.s3.amazonaws.com/vid/6382.mp4

BrothersofTheWord.com

http://www.tech-synergy.com
http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/6382.mp3
http://theark.s3.amazonaws.com/vid/6382.mp4
http://www.BrothersofTheWord.com


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/6382.mp3

Dexter Harden: We have to have hope in this society. If we
don’t have hope, we have nothing.

Automated Voice: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This is the message
titled, “Hope Against Hope” by Dexter Harden. This message is
number 6382. That’s 6382. Listen to over a thousand free
messages on brothersoftheword.com.

(Music Playing: 00:00:17 - 00:00:46)

And now for 6382, Hope Against Hope.

Dexter Harden: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the
word. Amen. Amen. (00:00:57) but I may need you tonight. I
feel something, I feel good down in the inside. Amen.

Book of Romans 4 Chapter 18th verse. Amen. Amen. How many
of you feel good tonight? Amen. I see a lot of smiling faces.
Amen. Romans 4:18, Amen. And we’re going to read from
several different versions. Amen. But the NIV version, it says,
“Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the
father of many nations, just as it had been said to him, “So shall
your offspring be.” Amen.

The New Living Translation reads, “Even when there was no
reason for hope, Abraham kept hoping -- believing that he would
become the father of many nations. For God had said to him,
“That’s how many descendants you will have!” Amen.

The English Standard Version, amen, reads, “In hope he
believed against hope, that he should become the father of many
nations, as he had been told, “So shall your offspring be.”

Amen. The NET Bible reads, “Against hope Abraham believed
in hope with the result that he became the father of many
nations according to the pronouncement, “So will your
descendants be.”

In the Aramaic Bible in plain English reads, “And without hope
he believed in hope that he will be the father to many nations
according to what is written: “Thus shall your seed be.” Amen.
Amen.

If I were to think for our topic on tonight. Amen, it will be,
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“Hope against hope.” Amen. And look at your neighbor and
say, “Neighbor, inherit that favor.” Amen. In the book of
Romans, Paul was talking to the Roman church, the Christians
that were in Rome. He was actually in Corinth at that time over
in Greece. Amen. And it is believed that he wrote this letter to
the Romans, amen, to encourage their faith, to build their hope,
amen, and he pointed out several different times that Abraham
hoped and he hoped on hope. Amen, and hope in the Bible.
Amen, is Jesus Christ, can I get, amen? Amen.

We have to understand that Jesus is our hope. He is the hope.
The hope of the world, amen. A point of emphasis is when all
hope is lost, hope some more. When all hope is lost, when you
can’t see your way, hope some more. When your back is against
the wall, hope some more. When you’re down to your last dime,
hope some more. When you can’t find your money because its
acting funny -- how many of you people have had times where
your money was acting funny? Some people say, “Acting up.”
When your money is acting up and you don’t have a dime in
your pocket, hope some more. Turn to your neighbor and say,
“Neighbor, hope.” Turn to other side and say, “Neighbor, hope.”

Somebody ought to shout Jesus. Somebody ought to shout Jesus
again. Somebody ought to call his name Jesus. That’s when your
hope comes when you cry out, “Jesus, I need you. You are my
hope, I can’t make it without you. I need you down in the
inside. I need you to step in right now. I need you to make a
way out of no way. I need you to build a bridge for me, God. I
need a house to be living in, oh God. I need a roof on my house. I
need water in my toilet, oh God.” Whatever the case may be, we
have to hope on our Jesus, on our Lord and Savior.

When your body is down and out, hope some more. When your
health is wavering, hope some more. When life has you down --
how many have had obstacles? How many have had trials and
tribulations? How many have had ignorant employees or
ignorant co-workers come to you with some mess everyday,
that’s when you need hope. Hallelujah. Because we have to
have hope in this society. If we don’t have hope, we have
nothing, but we got to hope some more.

00:05:12

When you have to cry sometimes -- how many of you have to cry
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sometimes? Wave your hand. Some of you have been crying a
lot lately, you got to hope. Hope some more. When you feel
hopeless, hope some more, hallelujah, H-O-P-E, hope some
more.

Your trials or your test, your burdens, your encounter, hope on
the Lord. And see hope builds your faith. Hope gives you
confidence in God’s words and know that he is too just. How
many you know that God is too just? That he is too faithful. He
is too true to tell a lie. God cannot lie. Hallelujah. Without hope,
there is no faith. Temitope Owosela was quotes as saying,
“Hope and faith goes hand-in-hand, because without hope there
is no faith.” Amen. Give God a hand praise.

In our scripture text we found that the Apostle Paul was talking
to the church in Rome and this was believed to be on his second
trip to Greece, amen. He was on a mission retreat, amen. He
was running for his life, but he was on a mission to retreat,
amen. And he was speaking to Jews and Gentiles alike. He
was speaking to black, white, Asian, Hispanic, amen. He was
speaking to anyone who had received salvation. Aren’t you glad
that Jesus opened that door? Hallelujah. Because he was
speaking about the promise that God made to Abraham and we
understand and we know that the original promise was for the
Israelites, amen, but they didn’t know what they had. Thank
God for them not knowing what they had, amen. Because if they
had accepted the promise without bickering and backbiting,
where will be? Amen.

But God understood and God knew that he had to go and search
for another people, amen. But God made Abraham a promise
about his heirs and about his abundance that against all hope,
amen, make a note, small H, against all hope. Abraham in hope,
amen, in Christ, big H.

And see, we can understand now that Christ was already on the
scene. He was on the scene all throughout the Bible, from the
Book of Genesis to the Book of Revelation, he was already in the
scene. And Abraham believed and so he became the father of
many nations, just as it was said to him, “So shall his offspring
be.” And it’s because this promise and the hope of glory -- who
is the hope of glory? Jesus is the hope of glory, amen.

It is because of the hope of glory that we are so included in the
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promise. Can I get a witness? We have become joint heirs with
Christ, joint heirs with the promise. This was not just a one-fold
promise, but a two-fold promise. First of all, this was not just
for Abraham and his direct line, but this was also for his
offspring, amen. We aren’t just speaking of his direct blood line,
amen, because we got some expenses in the house, amen. We got
some sermons in the house, we got some Bronners in the house,
we got some Hardens in the house, amen, but he was speaking
also about his adopted kids.

How many of you know you have been adopted? How many of
you understand how important it is and how much you are loved
when you’re adopted? See, some people look at orphans and
adopted kids as less than, but God, but God. So, we were
adopted by Christ and this is called inherited favor. How many
of you understand what that means, inherited favor? Even
though we were not directly in the blood line, God said, “I’m
going to give it to you anyway because love you so much, I’m
going to do it for you anyway.” So, we have inherited favor. We
can hope against hope.

See, we were adopted through Christ and our father Abraham
through Christ Jesus, we became joint heirs. Through
salvation, we were connected. How many of you are connected?
If your Savior connected -- I should see a lot of hands waving
and I don’t see too many hands. How many of you know you’re
connected? Our bloodlines were intertwined. Our DNA was
made compatible to the Lord Jesus Christ and it’s because of his
sacrifice of life -- his sacrifice of life and his resurrection that we
may become the inheritors of the promise.

00:10:08

Look at your neighbor and say, “Neighbor, hope against hope for
you have inherited favor.” I think I’ll say that again, “You have
inherited favor and the promise wasn’t for us.” I can see in my
mind, I could see some jealousy, some bickering, “God, why are
you doing that for them?’ “Because he’s too good, he’s so
gracious and merciful” just like the Roman centurion soldier
who just believed have more faith than all other crowd. He
believed that this God that wasn’t his own and was not over his
own land would heal his sick household. Now that’s faith. He
stepped out of his guards -- I can imagine in my mind that he
was praying to his own god, wouldn’t give an answer.
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If he had a cellphone, he would pick the cellphone up and called,
got a dead tone. But God was on the main line, you understand?
God is on the main line. God was on the main line and see, he
has so much faith that he even said, “Jesus just speak a word.”
I’m not worthy for you to come to my house. Some of you
understand that.

Jesus can do the impossible. He can make a way out of no way.
But if I were you, I would let nothing separate me from the love
of God. It’s during the times when you have the most problems.
See, the devil is smart, he will try to get you off track. When
you’re going through in situation after situation, after
frustrating situations, the devil knows what he’s doing, but you
go to stay focused because you got to keep your favor. And
there’s a song the Mighty Clouds of Joy used to sing so many
years ago, which said, “I believe I’ll run on. See what the end is
going to be. Something at the end is waiting for me. Somebody
ought to listen to that song, “I believe I’ll run on.” And when
you hope against hope, you have your inherited favor. God gives
it to you. But there’s some things you got to do to stay in His
inherited favor.

First of all, you must worship. Praise is all right. Dancing is all
right. Jumping and shouting is all right. Running around in
circles is all right. But at the end of the day, you got to give God
some worship. You got to give God some praise. In order to
worship God, what do you have to do? Well, I’m going to tell
you, “You must be completely devoted to Him. You got to love
Him with your whole heart. You got to love him with all your
strength, with all your mind” and there’s another part to that.
How many of you know that part? This is coming out the book.
This is not something I created or made up.

Luke 10: 27, “Love him with all your heart and with all your
strength and with all your mind.” And the problem with most of
us is succumb second part that pastor talked about the other
day, two weeks ago or three weeks ago when I was sitting there.
“Love thy neighbor as yourself.” How many of you can do that?
Pastor already told you he can’t love me that much. If it came
down between Pastor and me, we know what Pastor would do.
Amen. But see, sometimes, because I put my life on the line each
and every day, sometimes it becomes second nature that I put
myself in line of fire, in line of obstacles. So, Pastor, I couldn’t
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necessarily say I wouldn’t lay down my life for you because I do
it every day. Amen. But you got to worship him. I feel like
preaching tonight and my voice was just a little bit better. I
think I’ll tune it up for you. I think I’ll hoop a little bit, Pastor.

See, I came from the country, we did a lot of hooping, but you
got to worship, worship him. Hallelujah! And the second point is
you got to have hope and faith, you got to have Christ in your
heart, faith to know what God will provide for you. He will
never leave you, nor forsake you.

In the Book of Exodus 14 Chapter, beginning at the 14th verse,
it says, “Your God will fight your battle.” I don’t know about
you, but it says your God will fight your battle and you shall
hold your peace. See, Jesus is our hope.

00:15:00

He is our hope. Jesus submitted our hope. He submitted our
inherited favor. Hallelujah! Well, tell me how you did that
Brother Preacher? He did it with the gifts, the gifts of the spirit,
love, peace, joy, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control. How many of you got self-control?
Hallelujah!

See, when we hope against hope for his inherited favor,
hallelujah, God, like Abraham, did in the book of Genesis, Paul
talked about it in the Book of Romans, hallelujah. We can hope,
hope for love. We can hope, hope for peace. We can hope, hope
for forbearance. We can hope, hope for joy. Hallelujah. Because
our joy, your joy, your joy is coming in the morning. I don’t know
about you, but I’m going to keep on the road. Glory to God!
Hallelujah! I’m going to stay on the path. Glory to God!
Hallelujah! Glory to God! Give God a hand praise. Hallelujah!

We thank you for joining us at Brothers of the Word, because
brother, you need the word. Hallelujah!

Automated Voice: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This was the
message titled, “Hope Against Hope” by Dexter Harden. This
message is number 6382. That’s 6382. To listen to over a
thousand free messages or to send this message number 6382 to
a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com. Listen to
brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need the
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word.

(Music Playing)

00:17:25
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