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Dexter Harden: When we rebel against God, it is the same as
a child disobeying you.

Female: You are listening to BrothersofTheWord.com. This is part one of
the message titled, “From Rags to Riches” by Dexter Harden.
This message is No. 6384. That’s 6384. Listen to over a
thousand free messages on BrothersofTheWord.com.

(Music Playing: 00:00:18 - 00:00:47)

And now for 6384, “From Rags to Riches: Part 1.”

Dexter Harden: Welcome to Brothers of The Word because brother, you need the
word. Amen. Amen. And this evening, amen, I want you to
turn to the Book of Genesis. 12th Chapter. Amen. 1st through
the 3rd Verse. Amen. And also, put your finger on Job 13 Verse
15. Amen.

In Genesis 12th Chapter, 1st Verse reads, “Now the Lord had
said to Abraham, ‘Get out of your country from your family, and
from your father’s house, to a land that I will show you. I will
make you a great nation, I will bless you, and make your name
great. And ye you shall be a blessing; I will bless those who
bless you and I will curse him who curses you. And in you, all
the families of the Earth shall be blessed.” Amen.

Job 13th Chapter, amen, 15th Verse. Amen. And it reads,
“Though he slay me, yet will I trust him.” Look at your neighbor
and say, “Neighbor, though he slay me, yet will I trust him.”
Hallelujah. And for our topic on this evening, amen, we’re going
to take a few minutes to just talk about From Rags to Riches.
Amen.

Amen. And our subtopic, we’re going to just stick with trust God.
I know some of you say, “Our prophet talks about trust in God
all the time.” Well, that’s how you get your breakthrough by
trusting God. From rags to riches trusting God. Amen. How
many of you have trials that you go through? How many of you
have tribulations you go through? How many of you get tired of
going through? Give God some praise for going through.

We go through life trying to figure out why we go through trials
and tribulations, but our main focus should be trusting God.
Forgetting about the problems and the dirt and the mess, the
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rags that try to attach themselves to us and focus on the riches
that God has for us, the blessings that He ask for us, the healing
that He has already done in our bodies, the things that He has
already done for us. We ought to give thanks for that.

When we forget about the things that have been nagging and
nagging and nagging against us for months and years, some of
us years and on in and we just focus on Jesus and His divine
purpose for our life. We all have a divine purpose if we focus on
just Jesus. Clear our minds. Clear your mind of all of the
hustle and bustle of the world. Clear your mind of all of the
frustrations. Clear your mind of all of the things that your kids
are taking you through, the things that your spouse is taking
your through. Clear your mind. Replace it with the Holy Spirit.
Replace it with the Word of God. Replace it with prayer. Replace
it with fasting. Replace it with trusting in God.

We allow our family members and sometimes even our closest
friends to break our bond with God. We allow them to bring us
on rags. How many of you know rags are rags? There’s no other
word for them. Rags are rags. And the only thing you can do
with the rag is throw it in the trash. You don’t keep rags. You
dispose the rags. You keep cloths. You keep this cloth. You keep
face cloths. They have purpose. But once a rag is used, you toss
it away. We ask the society often times, forget that there is
someone we can trust.

Look at your neighbor and say, “Through thick and thin, come
hell or high water. There’s someone we can trust regardless of
what we’re going through.”

00:05:03

And most of us is the battlefield of our mind that we’re having
so much difficulty with. We constantly search for someone who
we can confide in. Amen. It is right and it is God’s Will that we
did confide in our spouse. Amen. But if you’re a single person,
you got to confide in Jesus. Tell Him all about your trouble. If
you’re a married person, you still got to confide in Jesus. Tell
Him all about your trouble. Someone who can give us the
desires of our heart.

I would love to be able to get my wife everything she wanted,
but I can’t possibly do that. I can provide the best that I know
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how. I can do the things above and beyond from time to time. I
can treat her like a queen and, trust me, I do my best to always
do that. Am I perfect in that? No. I’m striving. But the thing
about it is, Jesus will always give you His best. Jesus will
always go the extra mile for you. Jesus will always be that
listening ear for you.

The song said, “Jesus is on the main line telling what you want.”
I have never picked up the phone and got a busy signal when I
called on Jesus. When I have beat my knees and I have got in
my corner, or driving along the highway or at my job or
whatever I’m doing, and I called on Jesus, He didn’t never say,
“Jesus is not available. Please leave a message.” Some of you
have those special voicemails that give you a name. “Dexter is
not available.” If you ever call my cellphone and I don’t answer
sometimes, it will say, “Dexter is not available. Leave a
message.”

I have never called Jesus and I have never called Jesus and he
picked up the phone and said, “I can’t talk to you right now. I’m
on the other line with Marcus. I’m on the other line with
Suzanne. I’m on the other line with Stephanie. Dexter, I’m
going to have to get back with you on Tuesday next week nine
o’clock in the morning and if you don’t answer, then you will be
bumped to the back of the line.” Have anybody had that happen
to them? Have you had that happen until when you called on
Jesus? So we must trust Him.

Turn in our rags so that we may receive our riches. If we learn
to trust in God, all the riches in heaven belong to us. I don’t
know about you, but I want some of those riches right now. I
don’t want to wait until I’m dead and gone to receive what God
has for me right here on Earth, but you got to work.

The Bible says, “You have to labor (00:08:03). Faith without
works is dead.” So, you got to work to receive your riches. Look
at your neighbor and say, “Neighbor, from rags to riches.”

In order to really trust God and receive your riches, you got to
follow some key elements. First of all, we got to be obedient. We
can’t tell Jesus, “No, I can’t do that today.” See? Jesus calls us
all the time and He gets a busy signal. He calls us all the time
and He gets a voicemail. He calls us all the time and we’re
ignoring, send the text message back. You know you got those
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smartphones, ignore calls and texts. “I’m in a meeting right now,
Jesus.”

But we have to be able to be in the place of submission and
obedience. Submit to your spouse. I know that’s a hard thing for
some of us to do. See, submission is not obedience. Submission is
to submit to someone that’s in authority or someone that you
love. Taking them backseat sometimes. Sometimes, we have to
take a backseat. Whether it be male or the female, sometimes
somebody has to take -- well, all the time, somebody got to take
the backseat. Somebody has to allow God to move in your life.

Secondly, and what I want to do, I want to give you Isaiah 1:19
that talks about obedience. It says, “If you are willing and
obedient, you shall eat the good of the land.” Not just going to
public eating their good cake or going to outback and getting
that steak that you’ve been wanting, but you shall have riches
spiritually, emotionally, physically, you will have riches. If you
desire a mate, when you are obedient to God’s word, He shall
give you or feed you the good of the land.

00:10:01

Meaning, that good man that you’ve been waiting on. That
good, great woman that you’ve been searching for, He’s going to
give it to you. And I just believe that if we just increase our
obedience by 10%, see, we are to tithe 10% of our earnings.
That’s not just money. That’s everything we do. We have to give
God his. But if we just increase it, think about it. If you have
favor right now and you know you are hardheaded, stiff neck,
rebellious, we all are, and see, we just increased it by 10%. We
got to start small.

See? Sometimes, when we try to do too much at one time, we
just don’t do anything. It gets overwhelming to us. But if we
just did 10% and we know disobeyed God 10 times this week --
I’m breaking it down for you. And next week, we said, “God,
we’re going to decrease this by 10%.” So, we disobeyed God nine
times. Next week, God blessed you anyway, last week, right? He
knows that you are trying, that you are working on your issues.
How much you think God is going to bless you?

It says in the Bible, if you just give Him His 10% tithes and
offerings, that He will increase it to 100 fold, 10,000 fold, your
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cup(ph) will run over. So, let’s try that on this week or next
week. It’s too late for this week. I’m sorry. But let’s try that on
next week, decreasing our disobedience by 10% and watch God
move in your world.

Number two, we have to fear God. Some of us are not scared of
anything. We know God has told us to do something and we
just don’t care. We have to be careful and we can’t get into the
mass and sit like, “Oh, God is just so good and so loving that He
is not going get us.” But see, when we fear God, we’re mostly
respecting God. Isn’t that that God is big bad wolf and we’re
just got to be shaking our boots when He calls our name? But we
are giving Him His due respect. We are loving on Him and I’m
not going to have time to finish.

But Deuteronomy 6th Chapter, 24th Verse says, “And the Lord
commanded us to observe all of these laws, and to fear Him for
our good always, and for our wellbeing to prosper.” Amen. So,
we are obedient and then we just fear God. Give Him some more
respect and let’s try that next week. Now, you know you’ve been
disrespectful. If you use God’s name in vain, if you worship
another God, if you treated your parents wrong, if you stole
something, oh 10 Commandments right now. Hopefully, you
haven’t killed anyone. Amen? If you just increase the respect
that you have for God next week, watch it move from rags to
riches. Watch and work in your world.

Third element is we have to be totally committed and sold out to
Him. We can’t write that line. We can’t be on a solo train line
on the track bouncing from side and slide onto the other side.
But we got to stay right there, stay on the road, in the middle of
the road.

In the Book of Matthew when Jesus was choosing His disciples,
He wanted someone who will be totally committed to him.
There was a lot of prophets back then. There were some
evangelists and some pastors, and some priests and some
teachers and some good-hearted men. He didn’t choose any of
them. He went and found some fisherman, a tax collector,
amen? A doctor, some people who probably won’t even thinking
about Jesus. But He searched their soul. Amen.

The fourth element, we have to be willing to forsake all and
follow Him like the disciples did. Jesus offered the rich man an

http://www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/6384.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/6384.mp3

opportunity. He said, “Think about it. You can have all this in
heaven if you just give it up right now and follow me. I’m going
to take care of your needs. You’re not going to have to worry
about anything right now. You’re going to be covered with the
blood. I’m going to love all of you. I’m going to treat you like a
friend. I’m going to treat you better than your mother and your
earthly father have ever treated you. I won’t talk about you. I
won’t stab you in the back, but I’m going to guide and lead and
protect you.” He said, “No, I got too much money in the Bank of
America. Wells Fargo has my money. I can’t give it up.”

Matthew 8:34 says, “Jesus say, ‘Who servant desires to come
after me? Let him deny himself, take up his cross and follow
me.’” Amen. In our scripture text, we found two servants
trusting in God.

00:15:02

Both obey God, both fear God, both were totally committed to
God, both were willing to forsake and follow him. Abraham had
a little fallback, he took a lot with him, but he quickly
remembered that God said, “(00:15:19).” So, he cut them all. He
took that rag that he had stocked down in his pocket and said,
“God won’t notice this little rag.” And he tossed it and said, “You
got to go.”

So he took all of his rags and got rid of them because he wanted
God’s riches that were stored up. Both devoted their times to
Him, both of them pray, increase it next week by 10%. If you
don’t pray for five minutes, other time. do five and a half
minutes. If you don’t pray about 30 minutes, give Him 33
minutes. Give Him something. But when we obey God totally,
we allow him to come in and have full control over our lives. We
don’t worry about the devil’s mess. We don’t worry about trials
and tribulations that come our way.

Obeying God’s word means that we have to keep His
commandments. When we obey God and keep His
commandments, all the things are ours. All of the riches and
glory belong to us.

In Genesis 26th Chapter, 4th Verse says, “And I will make your
descendants multiply as the stars of heaven. I will give to your
descendants all these lands that how she wants. And then
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you’ll see all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, your
children will benefit.” Because Abraham obeyed my voice and
kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes and my laws.
We’re going somewhere --. We’re going somewhere.

In our text, Abraham, who was Abraham at that time, obeyed
God. When God spoke and told him to leave the country which
he was brought up, leave his family behind, he obeyed God.
Commanded him to leave those friends and family members and
go to a land that God would show him. Trust Him. If God has
given you a word, trust Him to do the things that you are to do.

Abraham had an abundance of faith and trust that God would
do just what He said. He didn’t know where he was to go, what
land he was to claim, but he knew without a shadow of a doubt
that he would trust Him. Abraham and Job fear God. And we
as Christians as God’s servant must fear Him for He is a
jealous God. When we rebel against God, it is the same as a
child disobeying you.

Psalms 1:12 talks about a man that fears God and the delights
greatly in His commandments were held wealth and riches in
His house, and His righteousness will endure forever. Amen.

In the Book of Job, we find that Job trusted in Him. You got to
trust God. You got to trust God. Think about the things that he
lost. Think about the children that he lost, the cattle, the ox
and the sheep, the camel he lost. Think about all the worldly
possessions he lost, but he still trusted Him. Think about where
he went through in his body. Think about what Abraham had
to almost sacrifice as it was that this door didn’t even know it.
Abraham was willing, didn’t want to do it, but he trusted God.
God blessed him for it. God doubled his favor, gave him more for
trusting him.

I just wanted to encourage you. I knew I wasn’t going to get
through maybe two pages of this today, but I wanted to
encourage you to understand that the rags that have attached
themselves to you, you can take them off and throw them away.
You don’t have to hold on to those rags whether it be a
relationship that’s not of God, whether it be something that you
are doing that you know you’re doing, maybe dependency,
whatever it may be. You don’t have to hold on to it. Throw it
away. Don’t try to wash it, don’t try to sugarcoat it, don’t try to
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dye it, throw it away and watch God replace it with cloths.
Watch God give you his best.

If you throw it away, He’s going to forget about it. If you ask
Him for forgiveness, He will put it in a sea of forgetfulness. He
was not going to remind you tomorrow that you had a rag last
night. He’s not going to remind you next week that you had a
rag the night before. He’s not going to come and tap you on your
shoulder and say, “Dexter, you know you got rags”, if you turn
them over to Him.

Just remember that God has your back. Remember that God
has your front. Remember that God has both your sides and
there’s nothing that the devil can do. There’s nothing that men
can do. There’s nothing on this side of heaven or on the other
side of heaven that can be done to you. Give Him your 10%,
decrease your 10%, obey Him, respect and fear Him, submit to
Him, pray with Him, believe on Him, and watch Him move
instantly in your world.

00:20:13

Amen. Give God praise.

If you would like to hear this message and its entirety, go to
Brothers of The Word, do some research, “Rags to Riches” and
you will find it there. We thank you for joining us here today at
Brothers of The Word because brother, you need the word.
Amen.

Female: You are listening to BrothersofTheWord.com. This was Part 1 of
the message titled, “From Rags to Riches” by Dexter Harden.
This message is No. 6384. That’s 6384. To listen to over a
thousand free messages or to send this message No. 6348 to a
friend, go to BrothersofTheWord.com. Listen to
BrothersofTheWord.com often because brother, you need the
word.

(Music Playing)

00:21:11
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