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Jason Thomas: The less you take the time to allow God to break you, you can 

never be fully given a way. 

 

Automated Voice: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is a message 

titled, “Pick Up the Pieces” by Jason Thomas.  This message is 

No. 6386.  That’s 6386.  Listen to over a thousand free messages 

on brothersoftheword.com. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

 And now for 6386, “Pick Up the Pieces.” 

 

Jason Thomas: Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because brother, you need the 

word.  I’m so honored to be here tonight, is anybody excited about 

God’s word tonight?  At the end of the day, that’s what is all about, 

because only what we do for Christ we will ask.  And I just go to 

be honest, I love this house so much.  I love the purity, the 

genuineness of people’s faith that I experience every time I’m 

here, you know, I’m not a brother but I consider myself to be sort 

of an adopted step cousin.  You know, but I just love this house, I 

love the presence of God, I love the warmth that everyone 

displays.  And I’m just excited and I can guarantee you one thing.  

Tonight, you will not leave here the same way that you came, in 

Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

 If you are excited about the word, go ahead and turn to the gospel 

according to St. John.  The gospel according to St. John.  We’re 

going to dive into an experience say, familiar story for most 

people, but we’re going to try to take a different look at it.  It 

you’re there, say “Amen.”  If you need a little more time, say “Hold 

up.” 

 

 All right, we’re going to be reading in John Chapter 6.  John 

Chapter 6.  In this here is the parable of Jesus feeding the five 

thousand.  And this is my prayer that after tonight that we will 

look at this thing totally different.  And I just ask if you just bow 

your heads and your hearts before we go into God’s word tonight, 

amen. 

 

 Father God, we thank you Lord.  God, we thank you’ve allowed us 

to gather at this time, in this place during this season that you 

would give us a word that we need wherever we are in our lives, 

Lord.  Father, I thank you that the truth of your word transcends 

time and transcends culture and even transcends our minds, Lord 
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God.  So, I pray that your word will be truth and it will be light 

that it will penetrate to the very inner core of our being on tonight 

God.  Father, never let us lose the wonder.  The wonder of your 

great presence, never let us lose the wonder, the wonder of your 

great glory.  Never let us lose the wonder, the wonder of your 

great mercy God.  Father, we come before your table humbly to 

partake of the word of truth.  God, give us ears to hear, hearts to 

receive and just minds to comprehend what it is that you have to 

speak to us on tonight and we just honor you and we give you 

praise in Jesus’ mighty name.  And every heart in agreement say, 

“Amen.” 

 

 John Chapter 6 beginning with the firs verse and I’ll be reading 

from the New International Version just because I like a few of 

the phrases that the writer uses here. But beginning with the first 

verse, it says, “Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore 

of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias), and a great 

crowd of people followed him because they saw the signs he had 

performed by healing the sick.  And then Jesus went up on a 

mountainside and sat down with his disciples.” 

 

 Verse 4 says, “The Jewish Passover Festival was near.”  Verse 5, 

“When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward 

him, he said to Philip, ‘Where shall we buy bread for these people 

to eat?’  He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind 

what he was going to do.  And Philip answered him, ‘It would take 

more than half a year’s wages to buy enough bread for each one 

to have a bite!’  Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s 

brother, spoke up, ‘Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and 

two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?’  And 

Jesus said, ‘Have the people sit down.’  And there was plenty of 

grass in that place, and they sat down (about five thousand men 

were there).  And then Jesus took the loaves and gave thanks, and 

distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He 

did the same with the fish.  And Verse 12 says, “When they had 

all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, ‘Gather the pieces 

that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.’  Amen. 

 

 It’s just for a few moments this evening, I just like to share from 

the topic of Pick Up the Pieces.  Pick up the pieces, pick up the 

pieces. 

 

00:05:01 
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 Now, some of you all are old enough and haven’t been saved long 

enough.  You all might remember a song by the Average White 

Man called, “Pick Up the Pieces.”  And for the younger folks who 

never heard the original song back in 1974, you know the beat 

because every has sampled it, but it’s -- pick up the pieces.  I love 

that song and I just want to use that as framework here because 

the last thing that Jesus told them after he performed this great 

miracle, he says, “Gather the pieces that are left over, let nothing 

be wasted.” 

 

 I just like to open up with a story I have.  God has blessed my wife 

and I with three sons, Jonathan, Joseph, and Judah and they are 

five, three and two and they are -- is never dull moment in the 

house as you can probably imagine.  But one of our favorite things 

to do is to go and buy bread and to go down to the pond at 

Piedmont and feed the ducks and the turtles and the fish.  And 

it’s just so fun for me as a father to sit there because I have three 

very different children.  Judah, he is the praise man, straight up, 

he is wide open and super extra burden.  And Judah is just two, 

and Judah is very excited and Judah realizes that he has to fight 

for attention sometimes. 

 

 And what Judah does is when we go down to feed the ducks, he is 

just like bread daddy, bread, bread, bread, bread.  And I give him 

a piece of bread and I do something else and he done slung the 

whole piece in there, he didn’t break it up, nothing.  And we see 

the ducks fighting over and the fish and the turtle is trying to 

grapple over, but he didn’t break the break the bread at all, he 

just throws them in there chunks at a time.  So, I just had to start 

buying three loaves and like hey, everybody has a loaf, so you are 

not going to fight over no bread.  Whenever you run out, that’s 

your issue.  You can try to negotiate and cut a deal with your 

brothers but that’s between you all. 

 

 But then my middle boy, Joseph, he is three and he is learning to 

get there at least he rips the bread in half and throws the half 

pieces in there.  And I’m like saying, “You are going to run out 

fast, but I love that at least you’re breaking the pieces now.  And 

then my oldest Jonathan who is five, he’s got it down, he 

understands, we got to break little pieces off at a time and throw 

it in and feed all of the animals and the wild life that are there.  

But I just love that as a visual.  Every time I see it, I think about 

that moment where Jesus is like, what in the world are we going 

to do. 
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 And then Andrew speaks up and talks about the boy with his 

lunch and so, we’re going to examine this familiar story today 

through a bit of a different lens if that’s all right.  Now, truth be 

told in this day and age that we live.  I got to admit, I think sort 

of differently sometimes and so I try to bring scripture into 

modern day.  And I think about the fact that, you know, we got 

these websites, eharmony and mash.com and all this kind of stuff.  

And there’s one that I’ve seen advertised called 

Christianmingle.com.  I don’t know what’s going on there, I never 

been on, I don’t need to be on there. 

 

 But I can imagine that if you know you look at somebody’s profile 

and they talk about their favorite food and favorite colors and 

favorite things to do.  I can just imagine that they might have 

favorite books or favorite stories or something like this.  And this 

might be up in there that somebody might say, you know what?  

The parable of Jesus feeding the 5000, that’s my thing. I love the 

crucifixion story. I love the resurrection story.  I love him opening 

blind eye and then stop and deaf ears.  But this one is up there on 

my list.  So, let’s just walk through these few verses a little bit 

and I just want us to draw out things that we can use practically 

today, is that all right? 

 

 All right.  So, it starts often it talks about how some time after 

this that Jesus cross to this far shore of the sea of Galilee.  And 

Verse 2 says, “A great crowd of people follow him because they 

saw the signs.”  They saw the signs that that followed them and 

you know I just see that and immediately I just think about the 

fact that people have been nosy for a long time.  People have been 

nosy and just want to know what’s going on for a very long time.  

And you know, I’m not surprised about seeing that and it talks 

about how Jesus went to the mountain side and sat down with his 

disciples. 

 

 And he looked up and he saw this great crowd coming toward him 

and he said to Phillip, “Where are we going to get bread for all 

these people?  It’s getting late in the day; these folks need to eat.  

I’m not going to get up here and try to preach a sermon, and these 

folks’ stomachs are growling.”  When I came in tonight, I went to 

the restroom down stairs and I thought you had a club 

downstairs.  I was like, “What in the world is going on?”  And then 

I came around and peaked in and saw all the sweat and everybody 

moving and doing their thing.  And I was like, “All right, that’s a 
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great way to motivate some folks.”  And I was just blessed by it.  

If I don’t have to preach tonight, I would come in and joined you 

all, but I can’t exercise and preach at the same time. 

 

 But he told Phillip, he said, “Where are we going to get bread for 

these people to eat?”  And then I love the verse after that because 

it says simply, he asked this only to test him.  Jesus knew what 

was going to happen.  But instead, Jesus wanted to awaken in 

awareness on the inside of Phillip.  And Jesus is doing the same 

thing to us today.  He will provoke a question in your spirit.  

Dexter, what has God have for your next?  God already knows, 

but he just wants to waken something on the inside of us, so he 

will allow you to see something, he will allow you to experience 

something so that you can come into an awareness and say, “I 

never considered that.  I never thought about that.”  This very 

day, when God was bursting this message, you just never know 

how God works. 

 

 And this morning, I’m not sure if you all heard about the young 

lady who was killed in the midst of trying to break up a fight in 

East Atlanta. 

 

00:10:00 

 

 When I walked in the work today, there was a massive scene and 

I didn’t know what was going on.  I come in from a doctor’s 

appointment, I walk straight in and it turns out that that lady 

was the best friend of one of my employees on my team and she 

just flipped.  And so, God had to use me to help her to understand 

that she go tot pick up the pieces.  She’s known this lady for 

almost 20 years and their kids grew up together, but you just 

never know when Jesus is questioned here.  He asked them to 

awaken in awareness on the inside of him. 

 

 And then it says, Phillip, you know, being a typical man, didn’t 

even respond about what Jesus asked him.  He said, you know, it 

will take us more than a year’s wages to buy enough bread for 

everyone to eat.  Jesus didn’t ask him that.  Now, I don’t know if 

you all got friends like that.  It is always one friend and one family 

member, one person who got to go against, you know, that’s not 

what I’m saying.  I’m saying, we got to take care of the need at 

hand. 

 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5681


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/6386 

 And so then., I love Verse 8, because it says another one of Jesus’ 

disciple Andrew, he spoke up.  I thank God for Andrew being man 

enough and bold enough to at least try to come up with a solution.  

To say, you know what.  I don’t know how this whole thing works, 

but I got a little boy here.  He’s got some stuff that we can at least 

start with, to at least get the assembly line going.  I got this little 

boy here with five barley loaves, but how far is that really going 

when we got all these people?  Jesus says, don’t worry about that.  

Thank you for taking that initiative, taking that step. 

 

 And then it talks about how after this miracle happened is that 

Jesus took the loaves and gave thanks and distributed to those 

who are seated and says, “As much as they wanted.”  As much as 

they wanted, not just a low pinch of bread and a low corner of fish, 

but as much as they wanted.  This was the epitome of southern 

hospitality.  You know you walk in somebody’s house and they 

said, “Baby, you just eat and eat and eat till you can’t eat no 

more.”  And this is the epitome of just what God wants to use us 

to do to be able to provide more than enough for people. 

 

 Somebody say, “Brokenness.”  As we are picking up the pieces.  I 

just want to share few benefits of brokenness.  Now, a lot of people 

don’t want to think about being broken because it’s such a 

negative stigma with it.  But unless you take the time to allow 

God to break you, you can never be fully given away.  So, I just 

want to share a few brief benefits of brokenness that I like for us 

to take away from this place tonight. 

 

 The first benefit of brokenness is that it creates humility in your 

heart and in your life.  Some people are so stubborn, so arrogant, 

so pride field that God has to break them to bring them to a place 

of humility.  Broken creates humility in our life.  The Bible talks 

about how God loves brokenness, he loves contrition of heart.  The 

Bible speaks of God being near to the brokenhearted.  There is a 

breaking that has to happen.  Because nothing will ever change 

in our lives until something breaks on the inside of us.  You can 

hear stuff, and you can read stuff, and you can imagine that you 

are going to do stuff.  But until it breaks your heart, you will never 

do anything about it. 

 

 And so that’s why God has to touch out passion points, that’s why 

some people can be motivated by homelessness, some people can 

be motivated by breast cancer awareness, some people can be 

motivated by a range of issues, by children, by the elderly, by 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5681


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/6386 

health stuff, by spiritual issues.  But until we’re broken in that 

place that’s tender to us, we’ll never fully move.  But the first 

benefit, it creates humility in your heart and in your life. 

 

 The second benefit of brokenness is that it provides you with more 

to give.  I know all those ducks, and those turtles, and those fishes 

are mad at my baby because he just slinging full piece of bread in 

there and they got to fight over it.  But my oldest son and I, we’re 

sitting over there, breaking small pieces at a time, throw some 

over here, throw some over there.  But when you allow yourself to 

truly be broken, it push you in a position that you can give more 

stuff away, that you can give out more love, that you can give out 

more grace, that you can give out more patience with other people.  

But it only happens when you allow yourself to be broken.  We’ve 

got to be broken.  We can’t shy away from brokenness, because 

God wants to use it so that he can break us to be able to give more 

away.  So we have to be broken.  So first, it creates humility in 

our lives.  Secondly, it provides us with more to give. 

 

 The third benefit of brokenness is, that it provides the necessary 

pieces for God to create this beautiful mosaic in our lives.  It 

provides the necessary pieces to provide this beautiful mosaic.  I 

was working on a puzzle with my boys this weekend, and you 

know, it was mayhem.  I had been cheating with them a little bit 

and had 12 pieces puzzles and of 24 pieces puzzles, but they pulled 

it out one that I had stashed in the bag at the closet that was a 

hundred pieces.  I’m like, “Man, we got some work to do.  But it 

looked a mess when it first started on the table.  But as we took a 

little more time, every piece fit together.  And the more we allow 

ourselves to be broken, we don’t always fully understand how it 

fits together, but when it’s done, you’re like, “Man, that’s alright 

right there.  It didn’t feel good going through, it didn’t feel good 

experiencing it, but I can’t understand that the brokenness that 

God allow to come in my life is working for my good. 

 

00:14:56 

 

 The fourth benefit of brokenness and this is my favorite, I got to 

admit.  That you never know what part of your brokenness God 

will use.  We think we know, you might leave and have a serious 

health challenge and God delivers you through that and heals 

you.  And you think that that might be the pinpoint of your 

testimony that God really use us.  But unbeknownst to you, it 

might be the fact that you survived the hellish marriage and God 
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brought you to that and you’re thinking God is just going to hey, 

hey, hey he healed me.  But the greater healing happened with 

you and your wife.  But we never know what part of our testimony 

will minister to somebody else where they are.  So, just be open to 

God when he breaks you, allow yourself to pick up those pieces. 

 

 Anybody here watched Chopped, food network people.  I’m an 

amateur chef in the making.  I did apply but they didn’t pick me 

to come on the show, which is probably wisdom.  But for those of 

you who don’t watch Chopped, essentially is a cooking show for 

chefs to come on and they have this mystery basket of ingredients.  

And they have to prepare an appetizer or entrée and dessert with 

random stuff.  They got access to a pantry and fridge full of stuff, 

but you might have a meat, you might have a random vegetable, 

a fruit that you never heard off and it might be a bag of pork 

grinds in there.  And you just got to come up with a meal and 

create all these things and you know, for me, you know I just look 

at it sometimes and I’m just like, man I had never thought about. 

 

 I grew up where my daddy, we sit there and watch football and 

we have our -- I know everybody here is healthy, I don’t eat pork 

grinds, but that’s not my testimony.  We have our big bowl of pork 

grinds on the table and you know, I don’t know if this was just in 

Atlanta thing but you pour the catsup and a hot sauce, mix it up.  

Okay, that was just in our house.  But that was our dipping sauce.  

And so, I remember watching Chopped one night and they have 

pork grinds, literally, it’s one of the things.  Mnd most of the 

people put it in a blender and they made it a crust for some fish 

or something.  I’m like, “Man.”  I called my dad, I said, “We had 

never thought about using pork grinds like that.”  But you got to 

get creative because you have to use food items and ways that you 

never expected.  The same whole is true in our lives with God.  

There are some things that we will experience that we never 

expected when we were planning just the trajectory of our life, we 

were thinking about how things we go, we never thought that God 

would use some things and that’s exactly how this young boy felt, 

I’m sure. 

 

 When he woke up that morning and grabbed his sack lunch and 

head on about his day, little did he know that Jesus would use his 

lunch, would use him to be a miracle to thousands.  Just by him 

getting up and going.  Here is a few take away that I want us to 

take from this story.  The first take away, when you come back 

out of it and look at it from a bigger scope is, the first thing is, 
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that we do the gathering, but God does the miracle.  A lot of times 

we saw miracle focus and say, “Man, God, how is this going to 

happen?  How is this going to happen?”  God simply says, get to 

gathering, gather some experiences, gather some relationships, 

gather some skill.  We do the gathering, stop being so worried 

about the miracle and the outcome, I got that handled.  You do 

the gathering.  We do the gathering; God does the miracle. 

 

 The second thing is that God doesn’t believe in wasting anything.  

Anything, God wants to use everything.  I think about you know, 

there use to be days and I’m doing with my children and my father 

use to do it with me, but you might be sitting there, eating some 

chicken wings.  And you know, kids don’t necessarily know how 

to finish a bone.  And so you know, I’ll be cleaning up after my 

kids.  After dinner, we’re cleaning up and talking.  I’m like, “Man, 

you ain’t finish, there is still some meat on that bone.”  And you 

might put it in, bite the rest of the meat off, and then -- but it’s 

not done though because you’re not just necessarily just dumping 

bones, you might have some dogs.  In our case, you know, we had 

a little baby in the house who was teething at the time, so it went 

from dinner to teething toy.  Some people might cook it and make 

a brought, some people might use the marrow for something else, 

but God doesn’t believe in wasting anything.  Some of you will eat 

chicken feet and beaks and all that kind of stuff, but God does not 

believe in wasting anything. 

 

 The third take away is that God is focused on where we are and 

where we’re going and the enemy is the one who focuses on where 

we’ve been and what we’ve done.  When Jesus provoke those 

questions, you know he was like, “What are we going to do to feed 

these people?”  And they very well could have said, “Jesus, you 

know this presented a problem, because you remember, we tried 

to do this last --” And Jesus is like, “Uh-uh, I didn’t ask you about 

last week, last month, last nothing.  What are going to do right 

now?  Because our focus is on where we are right now and where 

we’re going.” 

 

 And then the final take away is that God alone has the power to 

maximize what we so often minimize.  God is the only one who 

can maximize the things that we so often minimize.  It’s amazing 

how people often overlook the small things based on the fact that 

they are waiting on this huge big thing to happen, but I’m just 

amazed that how God operates in.  You know, it’s amazing how 

quickly time evaporates here, because all of my time is gone.  But 
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I just want to close with this story, just to provoke some thinking 

in this place.  We’re thinking of picking up the pieces and what it 

means.  There’s a story of a giant retailer who sent two of their 

best sales people over to Africa, and they were there on a mission 

to strictly explore moving business into that area. 

 

00:20:04 

 

 And the first sales person, it didn’t take him long, he got off the 

plane, he did a little survey and he came back and ran back and 

called his boss and said, you know what?  No need for us to even 

do anymore exploring, nothing here to see.  These people don’t 

even wear shoes.  Just fly me home, I’m done. 

 

 The second sales man view things a little differently.  He got 

really excited and when he got there, he walked around and he 

was surveying on the last and taking everything in, and he called 

his boss back here in the States and he says, “Sir, you need to 

send people now, send sales people, send manufacturing people, 

we got to have 24/7 people around the clock  because people don’t 

even wear shoes here yet.  It’s all about our perspective when we 

can learn to pick up the pieces, amen.  God bless you. 

 

Automated Voice: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was the 

message titled, “Pick Up the Pieces” by Jason Thomas.  This 

message is No. 6386.  That’s 6386.  To listen to over a thousand 

free messages or to send this message number 6386 to a friend, 

go to brothersoftheword.com.  Listen to brothersoftheword.com 

often because brother, you’ll need the word. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

00:21:19 
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