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Mark Stroud: How many different gods are we serving and
wanting a miracle from the Lord?

Automated Voice You are listening to the brothersoftheword.com. This is the
message titled, “It’s Your Turn At The Front Of The Line” by
Mark Stroud. This message is number 6392. That’s 6392.
Listen to over a thousand free messages on
brothersoftheword.com.

(Music Playing: 00:00:21 - 00:00:49)

And now for 6392, “It’s Your Turn At The Front Of The Line.”

Mark Stroud: Thank you for joining us for Brothers of the Word because
brother, you need the word.

All right, well, let’s turn our Bibles tonight to the Book of
Matthew, Matthew 15. In Matthew 15 and we’re going to see a
very familiar text of scripture here tonight. Matthew 15,
Matthew 15 and briefly we’ll speak from the subject tonight of,
“It’s Your Turn At The Front Of The Line.” It’s your turn at the
front of the line. Oh my God, it’s your.

Matthew 15, I’m just going to read, very familiar, Verses 21
through 28. I’m reading to you out of the King James version.
This says this, “Then Jesus went thence, and departed into the
coasts of Tyre and Sidon. And, behold, a woman of Canaan
came out of the same coasts, and cried unto him, saying, ‘Have
mercy on me, O Lord, thou son of David; my daughter is
grievously vexed with a devil.’ But he answered her not a word.
And his disciples came and besought him, saying, ‘Send her
away; for she crieth after us.’ But he answered and said, I am
not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel. Then
came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me. But he
answered and said, ‘It is not meet to take the children's bread,
and to cast it to dogs.’ And she said, ‘Truth, Lord: yet the dogs
eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table.’ Then
Jesus answered and said unto her, ‘O woman, great is thy faith:
be it unto thee even as thou wilt.’ And her daughter was made
whole from that very hour.”

Let’s pray. Dear Father, we thank You in Jesus’ mighty name
for this time, for this opportunity that You’ve given us to gather
around Your word as one family. Lord, we admit and confess
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that the answer is not in us, it is not in our flesh, but the answer
has always been in You. We ask for Your divine spirit, the great
Holy Spirit. Great Holy Spirit, we ask that You would teach us,
that You will lead us through the scripture. We’re completely
dependent upon You. Open up our hearts that we may receive
Your word tonight. Use this flesh, use my mouth, use my being
to proclaim Your word to Your people, and give us all hearts to
hear and the power to respond. We thank you, Father, in Jesus’
name. Lift our hearts, Amen.

What a very thrilling bit of scripture. I can't wait to get into
this with you, so wonderful. Are you ready? I’m ready. Let’s go
back again to Verse 1. It says, “Then Jesus went thence, and
departed into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon.” Now the word Tyre,
if you would look this up in your concordance, Tyre means a
rock. And Sidon actually means hunting, you know? Like
somebody going hunting for game, hunting, you know, kill it, get
it, pursue it, kill it, hunt it, pursue it, kill it.

So, this woman is woman is coming out of the coast of Tyre, the
rock or a hard-fixed place and so Sidon, a place where you are
pursued. We could say hunted, pursued, tracked until you are
captured or killed, to hunt. Are you with me? She’s coming out
from right in those two areas from that coast. Now I’ll make
that a little bit plain as we go on. But she’s coming out of that
coast, coming out of those boundaries or that border. We get a
little bit more information about this. This is the coast she’s
coming out of. In Verse 2, it says, “And, behold, a woman of
Canaan came out of that same coasts.” A woman of Canaan.

Now this is very particular here because the Lord says that she
is a woman of Canaan or that she is a Canaanite. Now, we
understand the culture of the Canaanites. Now, we just rea
about the miracle that she just received. Praise the Lord, her
daughter was healed. Wonderful, wonderful, wonderful.

00:05:01

But before we can get to that miracle of her marvelous faith, we
have to understand who she is and where she came from. We’re
going to get the context of this miracle. This is so wonderful.

So, the Bible says that she is a woman of Canaan or she is a
Canaanite. Now, we understand about the Canaanites. We
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understand that when the children of Israel were in Egypt, God
told them about a promised land. I’m going to take you there,
and we know that promised land was called Canaan, right?
They left Egypt and they marched around, you know, the
wilderness 40 years, finally got there, finally crossed over. And
God said, “In this land, I don’t want you to allow your daughters
to marry their sons nor I don’t want your sons to marry their
daughters simply because the Canaan land or that the land was
eaten up with inhabitants that worship false gods, that worship
idols, demonic spirits basically that masqueraded as something
that will be pleasurable or pleasing to the people.

It was not uncommon for there to be multiple gods or multiple
little statues in a person’s house. They even call them, “the
household gods.” So they have these idols set up in their home
and this was the land of Canaan, and for years, we find that
when the people of God finally moved in there, eventually the
problem, the Old Testament church had a problem with going
back and forth and God had to send Elijah to tell the people,
“Who do you want? You want me or do you want Baal? Who do
you want? You’re halt between two opinions.”

So many times, the people were caught up in idolatry, but God
said, “You will have no other gods before me.” So, this is one
reason that He told the people, “Don’t intermarry” because He
knew that once they intermarry, they bring their household
gods with them into the home and now here’s a competition back
and forth.

So, we see this woman coming from the coast of Tyre and Sidon,
a rock and a place of hunting, a place of pursuit, whether you
are pursued or hunted or you are pursuing and hunting
something, something is chasing you or you are chasing
something. We call the day the rat race, you’re going after
something or something is coming after you, that you’re paying
somebody or somebody is paying you hopefully anyway.

But she’s right there in that fixed hard place and the culture
that she’s coming from. The Bible says, “She came from
Canaan.” She was a Canaanite. She came from it. So, she comes
from a culture that is steeped in idolatry. She comes from a
place, and as we see here, she has a bad problem. Her daughter
is grievously vexed with a demon. Now we’re about to get
cranked up. Are you ready? Second gear. She’s coming to
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Jesus, not to just meet Him and say, “How are you doing? How
is the family,” and so forth and so on. She has a problem. Her
daughter has been grievously vexed by a demonic power.

Her daughter is under the influence or she has been possessed
by a demon, grievously. In other words, really bad, so bad that
she leaves her daughter somewhere and comes to find some
help. So, she has to come to the conclusion that, “My household
gods can’t help me. That all these things I’ve seen in my culture
cannot help me. I’m going to find someone that can help me.”
And someone tells her about the Messiah, the Son of David, the
one who has come to be the savior of the world, the one who will
have the power of God, the one who is anointed of God to set the
captives free.

She had to have to heard of the stories of what Jesus had done
with the children of Israel, and so she takes a chance. She
knows that she is not an Israelite, but she knows that there’s
nothing in her culture that can handle this problem. Are you
still with me? This is wonderful. And so, she’s coming out of
that, with that understanding and she gets to Jesus and she
gives Him her problems. She has a very valid concern, “Lord,
my daughter is spitting out green ooze and her head is spinning
around.” Or, “Lord, my daughter, I can’t control her. She goes
out at night. I can’t control her. She’s with all the boys. I can’t
control her. She won’t do her schoolwork. I can’t control her.
She’s drinking, I can’t control her. She’s under the influence of
another spirit. And the culture that I am in, my relatives that
I’m around, can’t help us.” Hallelujah.

So, she’s now pursuing Christ and she comes with Him a very
valid concern, “I got a problem” and what answer does she get?
The Bible says here in Verse 23, “And he answered her not a
word.” Not a word. Now we know the scripture says in the Book
of James, I believe James 4th Chapter that, “God resist the
proud, but gives grace to the humble.”

00:10:07

I believe that one of the reasons why Jesus resisted her at this
moment is because maybe there was still the spiritual stench of
another god on her breath. “You’re coming to me fresh out of
pagan worship. Your gods can’t do it, now you’re coming to me.
Now you’re coming here.” He was under no obligation to give
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her a miracle because she was not one of the children of Israel.
In other words, she was not joined to him by blood. Surely there
will be a time that she would be joined to him spiritually, but
right now, it was the blood born right. It was in the DNA for the
children of Israel that they could receive a miracle from him just
by asking. But it was not her time yet, but she was still next in
line. Are you hearing? Or we got to hurry on.

He answered her not a word. Now, I want you to see this,
because this talks about a culture, a generation. We know
where she’s come from. Now looks, and she comes to Jesus.
Now the Bible clears it the Book of Mark that Jesus is there in a
house and it would have no man know it. He leaves a break.
Has anybody ever needed a break from folk? All God, but all
man. He would have no man know it. He’s there in the house.
He’s there with the disciple. So, we have the teacher and we
have the students. Sounds like you have the pastor and you
have the church in a house there. It sounds like she’s coming to
the place where Jesus is, or the presence of God is in the house.

So, she’s left the world in pursuit of Jesus and she comes to the
church, if you will. She sits on the front row and she begins to
expound or begin to say her problem. She’s trying to transfer
her pain to Christ, “Here’s my problem. My daughter is
possessed by a demon. I can’t control her, defects can’t control
her.” I would have been, but I had a child before that you
couldn’t control? “I can’t control her and I need you to help me.”
The pastor says nothing to her, does not reply to her, does not
receive the problem. Either she or he moves away. We can say
here that it would seem as thought he did not hear because if he
hears, he answers. To hear is to answer. He did not hear her. He
did not answer her and his presence is removed from her.

Here’s a generation coming in. They’re coming in hot. They
want an answer from the Lord, but it seems like the Lord does
not hear and his presence is not felt. When will his presence be
heard and felt? Well let’s go on a little bit further, because we’re
talking about now the responsibility of the end time church.
Look at your neighbor and say, “This is your responsibility.” It’s
a prophetic snapshot here. It said, “And he answered her not a
word.” Then it says, “And his disciples came and besought him,
saying, ‘Send her away; for she crieth after us.’” She could not
get to Jesus directly. In other words, he wouldn’t answer her.
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So, she went to the ones that had a relationship with him. She
went to the ones that followed him. She went to the ones that
walk like him that were trying to talk like him. She went to
those that could reach out. She went to those whom she knew
Jesus would communicate to. She went to them. One by one,
they said, “Jesus, send her away because she’s troubling us 12.”
Well, they’re all 12, they said us, went to this one and worry
that one. “Can you help me? Can you help me? Can you help
me?”

I can see it in today’s modern-day times, “Jesus, would you help
this lady? She’s blowing up my Facebook account. Would you
help this lady? I got 12 voicemails. Jesus would you help this
lady? I was in the bathroom and she kept knocking on the stall,
wanted me to help her. She won’t leave us alone. Send her
away.”

Now typically we think, when you see the term, “Send her away”
it’s saying, “Jesus, get rid of her. She’s bugging us, get rid of
her.” But what they’re actually saying was this, “Give her what
she wants so she’ll go away. Give her what she wants so she’ll go
away.” Now how do we know that? Because listen how Jesus
responds to them. He said, “I am not sent but unto the lost
sheep of the house of Israel.” In other words, what I have is for
my people. What I have is for Israel, but you’re compelling me to
give what I have to her. What they were saying, “All 12 disciples
were now interceding for the woman.” She transferred her
problem to them and now all of them were interceding for her.
All of them now had a burden.

00:15:05

Now, she was coming to them with what’s called importunity in
the Book of Luke. She kept knocking and knocking and
knocking and knocking and getting under their skin, knocking
and knocking and knocking until they responded to Christ,
“Lord, we can’t take this anymore. Would you just her what she
wants so she’ll go away?” She transferred the problem to them
and they spoke it to Jesus.

And then we see the next time she comes back to Jesus, now
He’s talking to her. Not only is He talking to her, they’re having
a dialog and now we see her on her knees in front of Him. Their
intercession is bearing fruit. Let’s go back to this snapshot. Here
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comes the generation that’s coming hot. They’re coming hot out
of the world. They got problems galore. They are vexed with
problems.

Now, they may know the lingo, “Oh Jesus, the Son of David,
have mercy on me.” They may know Christianese. They may
have seen a shout on TV, they may have seen all the Madelia
Movement and this and that and other, in this house (00:16:10)
church, but they have no connection with Jesus. And so, they’ll
say, “How can I get a prayer through? I can’t hear from Him. I
can’t feel His presence. Can you talk to Jesus for me?” And they
will wear you out with their concerns, but they will get an
answer. Are you hearing?

So, this is wonderful. So, we got to close out here. And so, the
scripture says here, “The Lord told her, ‘I am not sent but unto
the lost sheep of the house of Israel.’” In other words, there a
whole lot of other people in front of you lady. You’re going to get
your miracle soon enough. Soon enough, the gospel will be
revealed to the Gentiles, but that day is not today. You got a
whole group of people. There is Bessie May, there is Loda Mae,
there’s all these other people around here in line, I got to deal
with all these people everyday, but you’re not one of them. It’s
not your time to receive the miracle. It’s not your time. It’s not
time for you to receive this miracle, it’s just not time.

But because of her great faith, she moved the timetable up,
because of her faith. And what does sound like? Doesn’t that
sound like the account there at the wedding of Cana of Galilee
when Mary said to the Lord Jesus, “Hey, they’re out of wine.” He
said, “Woman, what do I have to do with you? My time is not
yet.” Then she goes to the servant and says, “Yeah, whatever he
tells you, just do it.” Moving up the time table. You’re next in
line. If you can have that divine importunity that she had and
stick with it and seek the face of God -- because understand, she
had to leave her confidence behind. All those things that seem
to gratify her flesh. All those things that seem to satisfy, she
left Canaan. She left that hardness, the rock. She left the
hardness behind. She let the pursuit behind the hunting, the
constant pursuit of things, money or possessions. She had to
leave all that behind, seeking my Lord Jesus because he was the
only one that could solve the problem.

But understanding something. Let me go and close out with
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this, she may have come having multiple gods on her mind. But
when she left, there was only one. There was only one. In her,
kneeling before him and worshipping him. You can only
worship one at a time. This was symbolizing, “I know serve you.
I forsake all the others and I now serve you.” And here’s another
picture of us today. How many different gods are we serving and
wanting a miracle from the Lord? So many are serving all these
other gods that seems to meet the need. But their meeting of the
need just only temporary, it’s satisfying for the moment, but it
will always leave you thirsty and always leave you longing.

In order for you to get your miracle and move to the front of the
line, we got to do what we she did, leave all of that mess behind
and seek after Christ, be willing to renounce the gods of this
world, the gods of money, the gods of sex, the gods of greed and
all these and be willing to renounce all those things and pursue
him. If not, then you may also find that he is not speaking to
you. You may also find that you’ll need to, “Pastor, can you pray
for me? Can you pray for me because he don’t seem to be
talking to me.” Maybe because you got too many gods in your
house. They come to a time that we have to forsake all for the
pursuit of Christ and that’s what we need to learn today.

00:20:02

You are indeed next in line for your miracle. But it’s going to
take a forsaking of all and with blind obedience going and
seeking after the face of Christ. He loves you with a great hot
passionate love that you’ve never known. And I thank you so
much for being here today. Hallelujah.

And I want to thank you so much for joining us at Brothers of
the Word because brother, you need the word. Hallelujah.
Hallelujah.

Automated Voice: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This was the
message titled, “It’s Your Turn At The Front Of The Line” by
Mark Stroud. This message is number 6392. That’s 6392. To
listen to over a thousand free messages or to send this message
number 6392 to a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com. Listen to
brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need the
word.

(Music Playing)
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