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Jason Thomas: Greatness is not found in possessions, power, position or prestige.  

It’s discovered in goodness, humility, service and character. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is part 1 of the 

message titled, “Discovering Your Greatness”, by Jason Thomas.  

This message is number 6395.  That’s 6395.  Listen to over a 

thousand free messages on brothersoftheword.com. 

 

(Music Playing: 00:00:26 - 00:00:55) 

 

 And now for 6395, Discovering Your Greatness, part 1. 

 

Jason Thomas: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the 

word.  Please take your seats.  I just like to open with a brief word 

of prayer as we begin this series on discovering your greatness.  

We just want to ask God’s spirit, God’s power, God’s presence to 

be among us to just touch our hearts in a miraculous way that we 

live, change, and transform not just doing church as usual, not 

just coming because this is what our routine says.  But to be 

provoked and to push from where we are to the place that he will 

have us to be. 

 

 So, Father, we just come before you open, Father, we lay our 

hearts, our minds, our wills, our emotions, all that we are, we lay 

before you.  God, we thank you for this day that you allowed us to 

see, the day that once it’s gone, we’ll never see again.  Father, we 

thank you for forming us and fashioning us in your image and 

after your likeness.  Father, thank you for placing your spirit on 

the inside of us.  Thank you for calling us for such a time as this.   

Father, we take for not for granted, Lord God, that you have given 

us life and Father, it’s our desire to use that life to bring glory to 

your name. 

 

 So, God, just be with my mouth, Lord God, as we unlock and 

unpack the truth of your word, then we can all walk away 

knowing that truly you are God.  We just honor you with our lives 

and we bless you.  Thank you, Lord God, for the testimonies that 

shall come in Christ’s name we pray, and every heart said, Amen, 

Amen. 

 

 As we begin, I want to ask everybody who is able to just stand up 

for me for a moment because we’re going to live out sort of what 

Christ has called us to do.  I’m going to ask you to do some little 

peculiar.  I’d like to request that you change your seat, change 
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your seat, it can be over here, it can be over here.  If you want to 

just step over one two, whatever it is, just change your seat for 

me.  Ladies, go ahead and get your books statues, your coat, just 

change your seat for me.  Just change your seat.  You can be 

seated whenever you get to a new place.  Amen.  If you’re taking 

notes, you all just help me exemplify principle number one in 

discovering your greatness. 

 

 Greatness always requires you to move out of your comfort zone.  

It always requires you to move out of your comfort zone.  I just 

cracked up because when I was thinking about this image, I know 

where certain people sit in here and they like, “Man, that’s my 

seat you’re asking to move from.  I got here early just so I can get 

in my seat but greatness will honestly require you to come out of 

your comfort zone because a comfort zone is a place of stagnation, 

it’s a place that things gets stale, it’s a place where we get bored 

easily.” 

 

 So, God is calling us to be a great people and that’s going to 

require us to do somethings that don’t make us comfortable 

because greatness and comfort is sort of like oil and water, stripes 

and plaids worn out at the same time.  I know people nowadays 

dress a little crazy but hey, they just don’t go together but we have 

to learn to be like Zacchaeus is Luke 19.  We have to be willing to 

do something that will capture somebody’s attention that might 

not make a whole lot of sense.  But in your private time, just study 

Luke 17 and use that as backdrop of how God is calling us to get 

out on some limbs and do some radical things to capture his 

attention and the attention of the world but greatness will require 

you to come out of your comfort zone.  

 

 And as we begin to share for this next couple of weeks around this 

topic of greatness, I want to lay a two-fold foundation just about 

this idea.  The first is a quote by the great Dr. Martin Luther King 

and most of us may have heard a portion of this quote but it lays 

the foundation for what we’re going to share this next couple of 

weeks and Dr. King said that everybody can be great because 

anybody can serve.  Somebody, say serve. 

 

 It says, most of us know that extracted part of it but just listen to 

the rest of this quote.  He said, “You don't have to have a college 

degree to serve.  You don't have to make your subject and your 

verb agree to serve.  You only need a heart full of grace and a soul 

generated by love.”  He says everybody can be great because 
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anybody can serve. It’s so simple, it’s almost elementary but 

everybody has that power to be great and Dr. King wasn’t the first 

person to say this. 

 

00:05:05    

 

 Our example, our elder brother, Jesus Christ, this is the second 

foundation of peace that I want you to jot down.  Matthew 23 and 

11, if you got red letter, you see our big brother talking and he 

says, “The greatest among you shall be your what?” servant.  The 

greatest among you shall be your servant and he goes on to talk 

about this whole idea of humility and servanthood and humility 

going hand and hand but that’s our foundation.  That’s the key.  I 

sort of spoiled into the movie for you.  Sort of like, you’re going to 

die at the end anyway.  But that’s the point, you discover your 

greatness when you understand this whole concept of 

servanthood and the word servant or servanthood in some form 

of fashion is used 489 times in scripture, 489 times.  I know you 

all are very productive church.  You all got, it seems like you got 

to have a five-child minimum to be part of that.  So, if you have 

kids, you know that you got sometimes say things over and over 

and over and over and over and over and over again. 

 

 And this is just the concept that God would use this word 489 

times.  And I just heard the spirit of God say to me that servant 

leadership is really where is at.  I was so amazed, I know you all 

have a lot wannabe basketball players in this church, starting 

with the top down but I was blessed is we do really have 

basketball fans here, any basketball fans?  Okay, we just had a 

great all-star weekend but I don’t know how many of you saw this 

past week that for right now is February 20, 2014 the current 

MVP of NBA, Oklahoma City forward, Kevin Durant gave himself 

the nickname of the servant.  He gave himself the nickname.  

People call him the Slim Reaper and KD and all this kind of stuff.  

He said, “I want to give myself my own nickname and I want to 

be called the servant because I serve the fans who come, I serve 

the people that I interact with.  I want to be known as a servant.”  

I said look at God, look at God one of the most famous athletes in 

the world wants to be known as a servant because he understands 

that.  So, we got principle one that greatness will require you to 

come out of your comfort zone. 

 

 Let’s move on to principle number two, principle number two is 

that greatness is always connected to a burden.  When we talk 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/6395.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/6395.mp3 

about this concept of greatness, it’s always connected to a burden.  

I can say the name Dr. Martin Luther King, what do you think 

about?  Civil rights, you can think about Gandhi, you can think 

about non-violence, you think about mother Theresa, you think 

about all these great people, it’s always connected to a burden but 

here’s the thing that I love, we can look alike, we can talk alike, 

we can live in the same place, we can go to the same church but 

none of us are truly alike. 

 

 Ephesians talks about he has given a variety of gifts to the body 

and the only way that we can function properly is when everybody 

is doing their job.  When you’re doing what you’re supposed to do 

and I’m doing what I’m supposed to do, we can all work together 

and it’s so critical, verse 16 in Ephesians 4, that’s just the key 

verse that talks about how every joint supply something and I 

didn’t really understand that until I’ve got a little bit in years and 

start to experience some of the things my mama told me about to 

take a little bit longer to get up out of the season.  A little bit 

longer to get out of bed.  Some things start popping and some 

things start moving but your joint supply something and every 

joint supply something, but greatness is always connected to a 

burden and I don’t about you guys but I love the fact that 

everybody then share the same fashion because we can always 

learn and we can always grow from it. 

 

 Now, some of you may be sitting here and say, “Well, I don’t 

necessarily know what my burden is.”  Some folks can just see 

your ad for organization that help starving children in Africa and 

you just be crying in your eyes out, folks let me save my last two 

dollars over there but you have to help out and somebody else 

might be sitting there like that don’t move me.  You can have 

people who are advocates for animals and advocate for women 

rights and advocate for this and that and the other and we all 

share different burdens but here are four questions I want to give 

you to try to discover what your burden is if you don’t what God 

has placed you here in the earth for. 

 

 The first question is you have to ask yourself is what makes me 

come alive? What’s the thing that makes come alive?  What makes 

me come alive.  The people I worked with today, they will give me 

a hard time because they know I’m just a baby magnet and there 

was this lady  we will help at work today as she just had her baby  

in there who is several months and I was on a mission to do 

something else but my baby radar went off.  I was like, “Hold up, 
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it’s a baby in the room somewhere and I went and tickle the baby 

and play with the baby and make the baby smile and oh, and ah, 

went back to doing what I’m doing, but you have to find out what 

is that thing that makes you come alive, that’s the first question. 

 

 The second question you have to ask yourself is what I do dream 

about? What do I dream about?  When God is trying to get your 

attention, he’ll get you when you are awake or when you’re asleep, 

it didn’t matter.  He’s going to get your attention if you ask to 

speak to you through a dream so what are the things that you 

constantly find yourself dreaming about? 

 

 The third question to ask yourself is what breaks your heart?  

What breaks your heart? What breaks your heart? 

 

 

00:10:00  

 

 And the fourth question that you have to ask yourself in 

connecting to this burden is what can’t you leave without? 

 

 Now, everybody is here, so I assume that we all survive 

snowmagedon or snow jam or whatever you’re you want to call it 

but when you have an experience like that, you get to a point of 

what you can call irreducible minimum and I was the one of those 

people I was on my way to get my kids and it took me seven hours 

to drive about a mile and a half panic, nor I have my wife was.  I 

was like I get to the kids, I got to get to the kids, I got to get to the 

kids.  I made a bad decision I tried to go around these 18 wheels, 

they were jamming up traffic and my tire hits some ice and I 

rolled down into a ditch and that was not very smart because I 

was like I can’t get my car to ditch. 

 

 But at that point, certain things were not on my mind.  I was not 

worried about what I was wanting to eat, I was not thinking 

about, oh men I forgot to do some stuff at the office.  At that point, 

I just want to get to my wife and my kids and life boils down to -- 

what’s that irreducible minimum?  What’s that thing that you 

can’t live without?  And we might have sat there eating beany 

weenies once we finally all got together after I did my Hunger 

Games impression and slice my way through all the snow to get 

home on foot, but I had to get to the things that I could not live 

without. 
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 So, greatness is always connected to our burden. 

 

 Principle number three of greatness, and it’s a great image here 

that you have of these dirty hands because the truth of the matter 

is that greatness will often require you to get your hands dirty.  I 

know there are some prim prissy proper in the room that’s why 

the Lord created soap and sanitizer but truthfully greatness 

requires you to get your hands dirty.  There’s a personal 

investment that has to be made.  You’ve got to be wiling to be 

hands on if you’re truly going to be a person that’s going to be 

great.  

 

 You can just jot down Romans Chapter 15, Verse 3, I love what 

the message bible how it puts it, it says, that’s exactly what Jesus 

did, he did make it easy for himself by avoiding people troubles 

but we waited right in and helped out.  I took on the troubles of 

the troubled is the way that scripture put it.  No investment, no 

return on your investment.  If you truly want to be great, you have 

to be a person who kicks in the door who goes into your sphere of 

influence, be at your school, your job, your community, your 

church and say hey, what needs to be done?  That’s what I’m here 

for.  I’m here to serve.  I’m here to help.  When you look at the 

13th chapter of the Gospel of John, I just love this image, Jesus’s 

life is nearing its end here on earth and he’s with his boys 

breaking bread and he knows that this is a critical moment and 

he has the desire for himself what I’m going to teach them before 

I go?  And the scripture talks about how he just got up from the 

table, took off his clothing, girdle himself with a towel and he 

proceeded to wash his disciple’s feet and he goes on and teach this 

great lesson about servanthood right before he departed to be 

with the Father.  Could have taught them  about miracles laying 

on the hands, show them some tricks to unclog some ears but he 

said, I want to teach you guys the importance of service and you 

have to be willing to get in people’s world to get down on their 

level, that’s why when he approached the woman who was called 

an adultery, he just got there right there with her and just started 

messing around in the dirt. 

 

 We have to able to get our hands dirty and not be fearful of what 

could be.  So, greatness always requires us to get our hands dirty.  

Principle one, greatness requires you to come out of your comfort 

zone.  Two, greatness is always connected to our burden.  

Principle number three, greatness will often require you to get 
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your hands dirty.  Principle number 4, greatness always requires 

awareness, somebody say awareness. 

 

 Now, I’m going to hit this and be done with it but you can never 

address what you don’t acknowledge.  You can’t be great until you 

are aware of something.  You can’t do anything until you’re aware 

that there is a need.  So, there is an awareness that has to come, 

so we have to be ever so mindful to have our eyes, our ears, and 

our hearts open to what God wants to do to us and in us and 

around us. 

 So, we have to say every day, “God, give me a sensitivity to be able 

to a blessing to the people around me.  Some folks automatically 

default.  I have nothing to give.  Oh, you got plenty to give.  If you 

got breath in your body, you can give a word of encouragement to 

someone, you can work to support somebody else’s dream.  You 

have to ask God to give you that insight, what is it that I have to 

give because such as I have, I freely give you but there has to be 

an awareness.  So, I love how Prophet Dexter just in the prayer 

time said, I don’t want you to pray for yourself in your situation.  

It’s really easy to be focus on me what I got going on in my stuff 

and my issues and my, my, I’m not talking about Johnny Gill’s 

My, My, My.  I know some of you I went there but we’re not 

talking about that My, My, My, but there’s an awareness that has 

to come and all greatness requires awareness.  Principle number 

five, greatness is rarely convenient, greatness is rarely 

convenient. 

 

00:15:00 

 

 We live in a very convenient society.  You’re hungry at 2:00 in the 

morning, wake up, you go get something to eat.  You got to get 

some for your kids project, wake up at 4:00 in the morning, go to 

Walmart is open.  Stuff is open around the clock.  We have access 

to stuff whenever we want but true greatness is rarely that 

convenient. 

 

 There is a show on ESPN, if you haven’t caught on it yet, I like 

sports a little bit, but there’s a show on the air now called, 

“Numbers Never Lie”.  How many here know that show? Anybody 

ever heard that show? Just me, okay.  that’s fine.  But it’s a show 

that’s committed to statistics about athletes and what’s going on 

and they pull all these numbers out and the explain these 

numbers and they say numbers never lie, I disagree, because 

numbers do lie.  Numbers lie all the time.  We inflate numbers all 
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the time.  Some Evangelist might have a great revival, how many 

people got to say, “That thing is about 28,742 people that gave 

their life to Christ.  But the building only hold about 500, brother.  

How is that possible?”  I’m talking about my last revival.  But in 

our society, there is a desire to just want to quantify everything 

that put numbers on everything.   

 

 Money and time and all these things we want to quantify 

everything but how do you truly quantify life change?  How do 

you quantify what God is doing on the inside of somebody’s heart?  

Well, he used to come to church every other week now, every 

week.  That’s not a good metric.  Well, he was cursing all the time, 

but now he won’t curse as much.  That’s not a good number.  

Numbers do lie and greatness is rarely convenient, so just gird up 

your mind.  It doesn’t going to take you longer, it’s going to cost 

you more and it’s going to happen that the most in opportune time 

at the times where you tired, where you don’t want to be bothered 

and God said, “Let me just throw out the opportunity for 

greatness in front of my son in front of my daughter.” 

 

 So, you got to realize that greatness is rarely convenient.  We just 

going to do two more principles tonight and then we will finish it 

up next week but principle number six is that greatness is not 

measured by what you do for yourself.  Greatness is always 

measure by what you do for other people.  Greatness is not about 

you.  I know the world tells you it’s all about you, be as selfish as 

you want to be, be as narcissist as you want to be just be so 

concerned about you, you, you, you, you, but the kingdom of God 

is selfless, the kingdom of God is others centered.  The kingdom 

of God is other’s minded, it’s not about what you do for you. It’s 

about what you do for other people and you have to look for small 

ways everyday to serve it.  It doesn’t have to be big stuff.  I’m not 

saying everybody in this room we got to come up with the cure for 

cancer, to cure for aids.  I’m not saying that we got to come up 

with how to get clean drinking water all around the world and 

alleviate worldwide poverty and hunger.  That’s not what I’m 

talking about. 

 

 I’m talking about realize and say, “Hey, Krispy Kreme got, buy 

the first dozen for such and such, you get the second dozen for a 

dollar”. It will be a little nice start for me to take some donuts to 

my office or I got a little downtime this weekend.  I’m just go and 

commit an hour to go spend at the nursing home or you know 

what, I realized how tragic my childhood might have been, I’m 
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just go and take 30 minutes out of my week to go read to a child 

at the local school in my neighborhood, that’s the way to serve.  

That’s the way to get beyond ourselves.  We will spend the hour 

watching Mary Jane, hour watching scandal.  We’ll do what we 

want we do but we have to move us out of the way and get to that 

place where we say how can I serve somebody else?  

 

 It doesn’t have to be big but do something, and the final principle 

I like to share tonight is simply that nobody becomes great by 

themselves.  Nobody becomes great by themselves because life is 

all about relationship and God places you in people’s lives and 

people in your lives were very express purposes because you can’t 

get to where God will have you to go by yourself.  It’s all about 

relationships and I often encourage people to put more emphasis 

on relationships in our results.  You got to be able to have proper 

relationship if you’re ever going to fully achieve and accomplish 

where God has placed you in the earth for and I’ll just close this 

week with a quote by William Arthur Ward and he said that, 

“Greatness is not found in possessions, power, position, or 

prestige.  It is discovered in goodness, humility, service, and 

character.” 

 

 And so, this week, your assignment, your homework is just to ask 

God, “God, show me one way that I can strive towards greatness, 

help to unlock the burden that’s in me.  I don’t care how old or 

how young you are, just help me to lean in a little closer to that 

thing.”  This has been my prayer everyday for the past six to nine 

months and it simply when I wake up in the morning, I say, “Lord, 

help me this day to take one step closer to you.”  All I want to do 

every day is just to take one step closer to you.  I’m not going to 

worry about yesterday.  I’m not going to worry about all these 

other things but today, I just want to strive to take one step closer 

but I’m so thankful that I’m in the midst of the great people and 

I just want to help us to understand that next week, we’re going 

to dig a little deeper and we’re going to close it out and I just want 

to help you understand what it means to be truly great in the eyes 

of God, in the eyes of others and in the eyes of yourself and it’s my 

prayer that we’re just going to continue to grown and become 

great people  who will be a wonderful testimony to the spirit of 

the living God, Amen. 

 

00:20:09 

 

 Thank you so much, God bless you. 
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Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was part one of 

the message titled, “Discovering Your Greatness”, by Jason 

Thomas.  This message is number 6395.  That’s 6395.  To listen 

to over a thousand free messages or to send this message number 

6395 to a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

00:20:46 
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