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Jason Thomas: God is making us to be energetic so that we
can breathe life into other people.

Automated Voice: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This is part 2 of the
message titled, “Discovering Your Greatness” by Jason Thomas.
This message is number 6396. That’s 6396. Listen to over a
thousand free messages on brothersoftheword.com.

(Music Playing: 00:00:19 - 00:00:47)

And now for 6396, Discovering Your Greatness part 2

Jason Thomas: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the
word. Please take your seats. We just want to ask God’s spirit,
God’s power, God’s presence to be among us, to just touch our
hearts in a miraculous way that we leave change and transform
not just doing churches, usual not just coming because this what
our routine says, but to be provoked and pushed from where we
are toward the place that He would have us to be.

So, Father we just come before you open. Father, we lay our
hearts, our mind, our wills, our emotions, all that we are, we lay
before you. God, we thank you for this day that you’ve allowed
us to see. That day that once it’s gone, we’ll never see again.
Father, we thank you for forming us and fashioning us in your
image and after your likeness. Father, thank you for placing
your spirit on the inside of us. Thank you for calling us for such
a time as this. Father, we take not for granted, Lord God, that
you’ve given us life. And Father, it’s our desire to use that life to
bring glory to Your name.

So, God, just be with my mouth. Lord God, as we unlock and
unpack the truth of Your word, that we can all walk away
knowing that truly you are God. We just honor you with our
lives and we bless you. Thank you, Lord God for the testimonies
that shall come. In Christ name we pray, and every heart said
Amen. Amen.

A slave looks forward to being free from service. A slave is the
one that 5 o’clock comes, and that bells sounds, don’t ask me for
nothing else until tomorrow morning. As a slave mentality, but
a servant finds their freedom in serving. Servants, they take
the time to seek the heart of their master and they do want they
discern that needs to be done. Not just, “Oh, this is what they
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ask me to do”, you know? But move a step beyond and then seek
to say “What is it that I can do extra? Can I come in early? Can
I stay late?” Whatever it is, if you’re married, “Hey baby, what
can I help you with?” You know, we just have to adopt these
types of ideas.

A slave exercises limited thinking ability, “Well, that’s all that
they asked me, so that’s all I’m going to tell them. I’m not going
to take the time to think outside the box at all. I’m not going to
exercise any type of extra.” It’s limited thinking ability, but a
servant seeks and increase his/her value to his master by
gaining wisdom, knowledge, and understanding.

I was amazed, I was in a meeting today doing a training with
John Maxwell and it’s a group of leaders who’ve come together
for this training and we talked about this difference between
leadership and and management because there were a lot of
managers and supervisors in the room. And many of them had
that mentality of, “I’m just going to manage and we hone in on
how management manages policies and procedures, and
processes. And true leadership is about people.” And so, you
know, most of them didn’t understand this whole
servant-leadership dynamic. But you have to seek to increase
your value not just for an organization, but -- put hands on
yourself real quick. Put your hands on yourself.

What you’re touching right there is the best thing that you have
to generate wealth and income for your life. That’s it. That’s
why we got to take care of this thing. We have to add value to
ourselves so that we can ultimately add value to other people.
And then the final distinction between slaves and servants,
slaves give limited time and ability, but servants give their
lives. Servants give their lives; they understand that life is not
about me. Life is about what I’m called to do here on the earth
in my time. I’m willing to give my life to the causes that I'm
passionate about.

You know, true servants are willing to give their lives for the
people that they’re passionate about. And so, we have to adopt
it, because the truth of the matter is, is that servanthood is a
matter of the heart. Servanthood isn’t about a title or position,
your place on an organizational chart. Servanthood is a matter
of your heart. It’s a matter of your heart to say, “Am I going to
look beyond my own selfish needs and desires to serve someone
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else?”
And it didn’t have to be big. I mean, there’s so many needs
around us. Last week, I said I won’t go talk about last week, but
God broke me down. I’m going to give you a taste. But, last
week, we talked about how it’s not really about people say,
“Well, I don’t have anything to give.” But you have to adopt a
mindset to say, “Whatever is it that I have, I’ll freely give it”
because the truth of the matter, it doesn’t belong to us anyway.
We’re merely conduits. We just hold onto it and we think
determine where it goes.

00:05:04

But we just have to learn to serve, say “God, show me how can I
today. How can I serve may spouse? How can I serve my
children? How can I serve my community? How can I serve the
people within my sphere of influence? Because God, I want to
be great. I want to be great. I want to be great.” Now, what I
want you to do on your paper, on your pen, if you’re taking
notes, we’re about to do some acronyms for this word GREAT.

In the first, we’re going to deal with what greatness means
towards God, so just G-R-E-A-T. We just want to help you
understand what it means to be great in the eyes of God. Being
great in the eyes of God means, first of all that you’re
God-fearing. The Bible says, “That the fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom.” And you know, there’s a wonderful thing,
because it’s that fear of the Lord that keeps you from evil. It’s
the fear of the Lord that just holds you and just prevents you
from doing just dumb stuff. I mean, maybe I'm the only one that
does dump stuff, but we’ve got to have a fear of the Lord. So, we
have to be God-fearing in his eyes.

The R in being great towards God is that, we got to be righteous.
And understand that righteousness is a gift -- it’s a gift of
righteousness that He’s given unto His children. It’s the gift of
righteousness. And God has called us to be righteous just like
servanthood, righteousness is an attitude of your heart. And
He’s made us righteous.

The E, if we’re going to be great towards God, you got to be
energetic. I tell people all the time, folks look at me and say, “I
don’t know how you all do it with all them kids.” You know, we
called Stephanie last week. We were babysitting our
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goddaughter who greatly made me consider going to get a
vasectomy the very every next day. Yes, she is bando(ph). If
you’re listening sweetie, “Hey, daddy loves you.” But she is a
bando(ph). She is a bando. But you got to be energetic. I tell
people all the time. I say, “I’ll sleep when I’m dead. I’ll sleep
when I’m dead.” God gives us life. God expects us to exude His
energy. You can’t do anything, being just lethargic and lazy and
just can’t do anything. God has made us to be energetic so that
we can breathe life into other people.

The A in great towards God is being appreciative, being
appreciative. That’s the simple one, but is so big. Now we just
have to be people who are great for who can just take the time
and say, “Thank you.” We should never be so busy that we miss
out on some basic stuff that our mom and our daddies taught us
when we were young, just being grateful. Gratitude is a bridge
that will cause more blessings to come into your life, just being
able to establish, “You know what? Thank you. I really do
appreciate it” and making appreciation a way of life, and God
desires for us to be people of appreciation.

And the T in the greatness towards God is trust. Trust. Trust.
Are we truly willing to trust God? If you want to be great, you
going to say, “God, I don’t how you’re going to do this. I don’t
understand how it’s all going to come together, but I trust you. I
trust you. I trust you with everything on the inside of me, God.
I trust you.” Somebody say, “Trust.” We’ve got to trust and God
is so wonderful and I don’t know -- you know I’m still growing
and learning and just developing in my relationship with God.

And there are times, where -- you know, I’m trying to teach my
kids how to ride a bike and part of the process is that they’re
going to have to fall, and you know, daddy is going to have to let
go every once in a while. And God has to take His hands off
every once in a while to say, “You can do it. I’ve equipped you.
Go ahead. Go ahead. Go ahead.” And sometimes we’re looking
back saying, “God, can I trust you? Can I trust you? Can I trust
you?” Don’t fight the feeling because He’s developing greatness
on the inside of you more than you can ever imagine or even
think. So, if want to be great towards God, you got to be
God-fearing, righteous, energetic, appreciative, and trusting.

Now, let’s go in being great towards others, G-R-E-A-T. If you
want to be great towards others, the G is you have to be giving.
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You have to be giving. You have to be giving. And I know, I’m in
a room of learners, so I just jot down. I highly recommend that
you read a book called Toxic Charity by Robert Lupton. Robert
Lupton is a native of the city, and he’s been doing urban
ministry here for over 40 years. In reading that book, he’s
challenged the way I think about helping other people. And it’s
a great book, but we’ve got to be givers. We’ve got to be givers.
We’ve got to be willing to give to others and not always be
focused on what we can get from them.

The R in great towards others is reaching out, reaching out,
reaching out. “Well, I’ll just wait for them to call me.” “No, no,
no. You take the initiative and reach out, reach out.” Say, “You
know, I sure like to talk to Charline in a little while.” Reach
out, Charlie might be going through somethings, reach out.
Just take the time to move beyond your stuff and reach out to
other people.

The E in great towards others is equitable, equitable. We’ve got
to be just fair. There’s a level of fairness that we must possess.
We have to be equitable. We’ve got to be fair towards other
people. We can’t abuse other people’s trust, other people’s
kindness. We’ve got to be fair. People are looking for people to be
just equitable. Just shoot straight with me. Just be honest.
Just be fair.

If we’re going to be great towards other people, the A is attitude.
Now I don’t know about you all, but one of the biggest turn-offs
quickly can be somebody’s attitude. It’s a deal breaker, it is a
deal breaker. So, you got to approach people with the right
attitude.

00:10:10

And then the T in being great towards others is you got to be
touchable, you got to be touchable. Last week, we talked about
how you got to be willing to get your hands dirty. And part of
greatness is identifying with people where they are, getting on
their level, putting yourself in their shoes, and just trying to
walk and be touchable with them. So, you got to be giving. You
got to be reaching out. Equitable, you got to have the right
attitude, and you have to be touchable.

And then the final piece in being great -- because everybody
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wants to feel like their life matters. And I share last week, a
quote by Dr. King where he says, “That everybody has the power
to be great, because everybody can serve.” Dr. King went onto
say that, “You don’t need to have a college a degree to be great
or to serve, you don’t have to know how to make your subject
and your verb agree. But you just got to have a heart that’s fill
with humility and a soul that generated by love.” And so,
there’s something that cries out on the inside of all of us that
says, “Does my life really matter? Does my life really matter?”

And so, if we want to be great in the eyes of ourselves, the G in
greatness towards ourselves is that we got to be goal-oriented.
You got to have something that you’re working towards. You’ve
got to have something that you’re working on. I saw a guy
before I came here who I hadn’t seen since high school. And I
saw him and I say, “Hey bro, what’s going on, man? I hadn’t
seen you in 20 some odd years. What’s been going on?” And this
is the typical response, “Same old, same old.” “What? That is
not something you needed to be bragging about.” “I just told
you, I hadn’t seen you in 20 years. You’re talking about same
old, same old.” We’ve got to have a mentality that we’ve got
something that we’re working towards, that we’re striving
towards to, we’re aiming at. So, you got to be goal-oriented.

If you want to be great in the eyes of yourself, you got to be
rational, you got to be rational, really simple. Don’t be crazy,
don’t be off the deep end. Think clearly, and the way you can do
that, you got to surround yourself with people who can speak
truth to you and say, “Hey, man, have you considered this?
Have you thought about this?” But you got to be rational.

The E in greatness towards yourself is you got to be evaluating.
You got to be evaluating. This past weekend, Brie and I, we
took the boys to Piedmont Park on Sunday, after church. It was
so nice that out there. We were feeling a little childlike and my
wife challenged me to a foot race, big mistake. And even though
I hadn’t run competitively in a while, you know, some about that
just got my juices flowing. And you know, I hurt her feelings a
little bit, because I guess I was supposed to let her win. But in
the midst of that, that got us evaluate and say, “You know,
where we got to do better about some things. We’ve changed our
diet. We got make more of effort to get exercise beyond chasing
the children around.”
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But, you know, you have to take the time to evaluate. At the
end of your day, at the end your week, at the end of month, say,
“You know, what worked well for me personally? What worked
well for me and my business? What worked well for me and my
spiritual development? What worked well for me?” And you got
to just constantly evaluate and do away with things that aren’t
producing, relationship, ideas, whatever it is. You got to take
the time to do away with those things. So, you got to be
evaluating.

The A in being great towards yourself is you got to be
accountable. That’s a nasty word for some people. But we’ve got
to be accountable. Jesus says that we are our brother’s keeper.
Well, I don’t want them folks knowing all my business. We’ve
got to be accountable. Accountability is not to restrict us in our
lives, but it’s to keep us safe. It’s a guardrail, it’s to protect us
from our own selves and from somebody’s ignorance that others
might try to inflict on us. So, we got to accountable.

And the final thing in being great towards yourself is you have
to remain teachable. There’s something about greatness that is
just inextricable connected to humility. And you all know very
well, I’m sure that you can’t teach a man or woman a lesson that
they think that they already know. You have to remain
teachable. You have to constantly be learning, constantly be
growing, constantly being in a place where you say, “You know
what? I’m never too old, I’ve arrived, I’ve never gotten there to a
point where I can stand to learn something new.” So, we have to
remain teachable.

And I just leave you with this, that the truth of the matter is
that servant is the greatest title that you can ever strive to
attain. Doctor is great, bishop is great, apostles, prophet,
evangelist, CEO, COO, CFO, those are wonderful titles, but at
the end of the day, it’s about service, it’s about service. So, it’s
my prayer that something has just been sparked in you these
past couple of weeks to motivate you and push you to a place
where you say, “God, I want to be great. I’m not asking you to
make me the one that discover the cure for this or the cure for
that, but God, I just want to be great in small ways. I just want
to improve and impact somebody’s life right now.”

And so, as you just continue to discover your greatness, it’s
amazing what God will unfold and unlock in your lives. Amen.
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I just want to seal it with a prayer, if you don’t mind just bowing
your heads. Gracious Lord, we’re so, so, so thankful. Father,
we’re thankful because we have the opportunity to know you.
We’re thankful that we have the opportunity to be your hands
and your feet here in the earth.

00:15:02

And God, I pray for an outpouring of your spirit, that you move
beyond our minds, that you move beyond what has been, make
us uncomfortable, God until we line up with you. God, help us to
seek after you, Lord. Help us to know your heart. Father, it’s our
prayer that we truly live and move and have our being in you,
but never allow us to be so regimented and so firm and
inflexible that we miss out on the things that you may be doing
right in our midst.

God, I pray for the sea beds of our heart that you’ll continue to
stir them towards you and in even greater dimension. Father,
help us to seek after you like never before. Help us to yearn for
you, Lord God like never before. God, I pray for every man and
woman and every family that’s represented in this place that
you’ve begun a new thing in their lives, that you won’t allow
them to rest, Lord God, as long as there’s injustice, that you
won’t allow them to rest, Lord God as long as there are men and
women who are far away from you.

Father, give us divine insights to connect men and women and
reconcile them back to your heart. Father, we’re made all in
your image and after your likeness, and God, we truly believe
that every knee shall bow, every tongue shall confess that
Christ is Lord. And God, we thank you for using the things that
you placed within our hands, within our heads, within our
hearts, within our relationships to bring glory to you. God, I
thank you for the greatness that’s in this place, Lord God, but I
thank you for the greatness that shall flow forth and impact our
families, our communities, our city, our state, our nation, and
ultimately our world.

So, God, we bless you. We thank you for allowing us to
participate. We thank you for allowing us to co-labor with you,
to do things that will transform this world like never before.
God, thank you for placing greatness on the inside of us. And
God, we commit ourselves from this day forward to being the
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great men and women that you’ve predestined for us to be. And
God, we give you all glory. We give you honor, God, and we give
you praise in the precious name of Your son, Jesus Christ, we do
pray. And every heart agree that says Amen. Amen. God bless
you all.

Automated Voice: You are listening to brotheroftheword.com. This was part 2 of
the message titled, “Discovering Your Greatness” by Jason
Thomas. This message is number 6396. That’s 6396. To listen
to over a thousand free messages or to send this message
number 6396 to a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com. Listen to
brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need the
word.

(Music Playing)

00:18:42
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