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Charles Houston: The greatest room in the house is the room for improvement. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is the message 

titled, “Pay Attention”, by Charles Houston.  This message is 

number 6398.  That’s 6398.  Listen to over a thousand free 

messages on brothersoftheword.com. 

 

(Music Playing: 00:00:16 - 00:00:46) 

 

 And now for 6398, Pay Attention. 

 

Charles Houston: I want to welcome you here to the Ark of Salvation this morning 

and we want to welcome you here as well.  We thank you for 

tuning in today to Brothers of the Word because brother, you need 

the word. 

 

 I am extremely thankful and blessed to be here with you this 

morning.  As Pastor C Elijah said, “Ark of Salvation is a second 

home to me and my wife and my daughter, and so we just love 

being here and we are amongst family.”  I’m amongst family this 

morning.  I’m here solo.  My wife asked me about coming this 

morning and I told her, it was up to her but we have another 

ministry event this afternoon, an open house for a marriage 

mentoring program that we’ve launched at the cathedral and so I 

told her, “You may want to stay home get your little rest.”  Amen.  

Even though I wanted her to be here and she wanted to be here, 

I had to use a little wisdom because we’re both tired in our bodies, 

but we’re alive and exuberant in our spirits.   Somebody say, 

“Amen.”  God is an awesome God. 

 

 The message that I want to bring this morning and even before I 

do that, I want to again thank Pastor C Elijah Bronner for 

allowing me to be here today and thank you to Pastor Nathaniel 

and also Pastor James for having me again.  They are my brothers 

in the Lord.  I’m the counselor, but they’re also mentors in my life 

as well.  I don’t think they always know that they’re mentoring 

me, but they are.  They mentor me by example and that’s what 

true mentorship is, is the way that you live speaks to people. 

 

 There’s a saying that goes, “Who you are speak so loudly, I can’t 

hear a word you say.”  And so, I follow the example of the blessings 

that people has put in my life and it’s helping me to get closer to 

Jesus and to become the person that God wants me to be.  And so, 

the message from this morning comes from the Book of 
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Ephesians. If you have your Bible, turn to Ephesians Chapter 5 

and I’m going to read Verses 8 through 17, and we all let the Lord 

have His way this morning, Amen. 

 

 Ephesians 5 Verses 8 through 17 and it reads, “For you were once 

darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.  Walk as children of 

light for the fruit of the spirit is in all goodness, righteousness and 

truth finding out what is acceptable to the Lord and have no 

fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather 

expose them. For is shameful even to speak of those things which 

are done by them in secret. But all things that are exposed are 

made manifest by the light for whatever makes manifest is light.  

Therefore, he says, ‘Awake, you who sleep, arise up from the dead 

and Christ will give you light.’ See then that you walk 

circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, 

because the days are evil.  Therefore, do not be unwise, but 

understand what the will of the Lord is.”  May that Lord as a 

blessing to the reading and the doing of His Holy Word. 

 

 The title of my message today is, Pay Attention.  Look at the 

person next to you and say, “We need to pay attention”.  We need 

to pay attention.  we need to pay attention.  My bishop and 

spiritual father, Dr. Dale C. Bronner always teaches us the devil 

is in the details.  And so, we need to open our eyes and look at 

truly what it is we’re dealing with on a day-to-day basis.  We need 

to pay attention in the form of making better choices and 

decisions on a day-to-day basis.  We know too much to make the 

decisions and the choices that we usually make because they fall 

short of God’s will in many instances. 

 

 When I say this, I’m not just talking about parishioners or 

employees in a company, or people that served in a church.  I’m 

talking about leadership.  I’m talking about presidents.  I’m 

talking about CEOs.  I’m talking about all of us.  We need to pay 

better attention.  God is trying to get our attention and he is doing 

things not just in our lives but in the earth realm to help us to see 

that he is trying to get our attention.  I don’t know if you 

remember this but couple of months ago, we had a couple of snow 

storms at Atlanta, Georgia.  Somebody say, Amen. 

 

 And after all that was said and done, first of all Lord gave me a 

sermon from that, it was called, “Stuck” I don’t have time to 

preach that this morning. 
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00:05:03  

 

 That was the message He gave me, in the first storm, while I was 

in my van for seven hours.  And so, I realized though from 

perspective that that seven hours, which is a number of 

completion, was small compared to people that were in their cars 

for 24, 36, 48 hours.  And so, He gave me that message, but 

afterwards, He helped me to realized God is trying to get our 

attention.  He needs us to pay better attention because we know 

too much to make the poor decisions that we make on a day-to-

day basis.  We have too much.  We have the Word of God.  We 

have the Holy Spirit in us.  Those of us that are born again, we 

know Him and so there is no lack but we live a life filled with lack.  

And I’m not just talking about finances, but in everything we do, 

we fall short.  And I know the Bible tells us that we fall short of 

the glory of God, but we can do a lot better because the greatest 

room in the house is the room for improvement. 

 

 As a counselor, I have to constantly pay attention to details and 

I’ve learned that in order to get the full picture, you have to pay 

attention to the small things.  The Bible says, it’s the small foxes 

that spoil the vine and a lot of times, it’s not the large traumatic 

things that people bring to you or tell you about that’s really the 

issue, it’s the smaller things that they’re unwilling to say, that’s 

the real issue.  And so, we have to understand that God wants us 

to pay attention. 

 

 Just because you don’t see them doesn’t mean that they are not 

termites in your home.  That’s a natural statement but some of us 

have spiritual termites.   Some of us have emotional termites.  

Some of us have mental termites.  Somebody say, Amen.  But we 

have to understand that God has what we need to take care of 

every need in our lives.  We have to learn to discern.  Say, discern.  

Discern the real from the fake or discern the genuine from the 

counterfeit.  There’s a saying or comparison that I pulled from Zig 

Ziglar’s website.  Actually, on Facebook, it’s a difference between 

a boss and a leader.  I’m going to give you some of those 

differences right now. 

 

 We have a cliché where we say, “My boss is a Jewish carpenter 

but the truth to that matter is Jesus is not a boss.  He is our 

leader.  He is our soon coming King.   He is the Son of the Living 

God.  And when you serve Him and you’re transformed into His 

image, you become a leader and not so much a boss.  A boss drives 
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employee, a leader coaches employees.  A boss depends on 

authority, a leader depends on good will.  A boss inspires fear, a 

leader generates enthusiasm.  A boss says, “I,” a leader says, 

“We.”  A boss places blame for the breakdown, a leader fixes the 

breakdown.  A boss knows who it’s done, a leader shows how it’s 

done.  A boss uses people, a leader develops people.  A boss takes 

credit, a leader gives credit.  A boss commands, a leader asks.  A 

boss says, “Go,” a leader says, “Let’ s go.” 

 

 Somebody say, “Bless the Lord.”  And this two additional, God 

actually gave to me this morning.  A boss loves to lead, but a 

leader leads with love.  Love is the focus and a boss uses whatever 

to get the goal accomplished, but a leader uses the goal to get to 

the heart of the people. 

 

 It’s all about your focus.  It’s all about your motive.  It’s all about 

your intense.  God is not as concerned with your actions as He is 

for the motivation and intention behind your actions.  Our Bishop 

ministered to us a few ago.  He said and he didn’t have time to 

develop this because God had him do two and three other things 

in the sermon, but he said, there is a counterfeit church on the 

scene today and the people of God need to turn up their 

discernment because you need to know the difference again 

between the genuine and the fake, or the counterfeit.  And if you 

don’t study your word, study to show thyself approved on to God, 

not people, unto God, that you may be able to rightly divide the 

word of truth. 

 

 The Holy Spirt is my counselor.  I counsel people, but He is my 

counselor and He is what I call my secret weapon because when 

people come into my office where I talk to them wherever, in the 

street or on the job or at the workout area, I tell people, “You can 

lie to me all day long.  I have no ability innately to know if you’re 

telling the truth or if you’re telling a lie, but my backup, my 

counselor, He helps me to discern when I’m paying attention.” 

 

 As parents, in the days that we’re in, the Bible just said, “Be with 

the days are evil,” and when you’ re trying to raise kids, you have 

to had an elevated amount of discernment in the state, in the 

condition or our country, of our nation, and we have to understand 

that even though the church is not being asked to intervene into 

life, God is calling His people his church to intervene into society 

because the society is corroded.  Its’ been degenerated day by day 

because people don’t understand what does sayeth the Lord. 
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 They don’t understand what this is, what we keep on our coffee 

tables and what we bring to church.  The world needs this trough 

us.  The world needs a word.  The world needs the people of God 

to have a little bit more bonus.  Look at your neighbor and say, 

“You need to have a little bit more bonus, just a little bit.”  Go like 

this, “You need to have a little bit more bonus in your life, just a 

little bit.”  We live in the world where any and everything goes 

but not so.  God has a standard.  The Bible tells us that.  When 

the enemy comes in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord will raise 

up a standard and so we have to -- let me say this to you as well, 

the church has to take its position.  Get in position and pay 

attention because God needs every single one of us and let me give 

you this word, there’s time out for everybody looking the preacher 

and the Pastor alone to the work of the ministry. 

 

 You’re called to do the work of the ministry.  You’re called to edify 

the saints.  Your called to call out demons.  You’re called to pray 

over the sick and help them to get well.  You’re called -- go like 

this, say, “I’m called.”  The Bible says we’re saved and called with 

the holy calling.  So, you need to understand who you are.  You’re 

fearfully and wonderfully made and even though you’re going 

through, you know how I know that because we’re all going 

through, but that’s not an excuse not to allow the Lord to use you 

even right way you are. 

 

 Look at your neighbor and say, “You don’t have any excuses”.  You 

have no excuses.  Pay attention.  Pay attention to the Word of 

God. Even in the scripture for this message this morning, 

Ephesians 5, I have to run through this quickly, but Ephesians 5 

Verse 8, “For you were once darkness, but now you are light in 

the Lord”.  I have to dig in the scriptures sometime.   You know, 

you have to dig in the scriptures sometime?  Study and meditation 

is more than just reading and then putting down.  You have to 

chew on it a little bit.  You have to work that thing in your belly, 

get it and you have to say it a few times.   When I read over this, 

it doesn’t say, “For you once were in darkness,” it said, “You were 

once darkness, but now you are.”  Say, you are light in the Lord.  

You’re light in the Lord.  We are the light of the world.  

 

 So, it’s speaking not just of what we do, but it’s speaking of who 

we are.  Verse 9, “For the fruit of spirit is in all goodness, 

righteousness, and truth finding out what is acceptable to the 

Lord.  What’s acceptable?  Let me give you one thing that’s 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/6398.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/6398.mp3 

acceptable.  God’s will is acceptable.  I call it the GAP will.  The 

GAP, the good, acceptable and perfect will. 

 

 Now, understand that’s not three different wills.  God is not 

schizophrenic.  The Lord our God is one.  One God has one will 

and it’s nothing we can do to change His will.  Bishop has taught 

us this as well.  I learned so much from our spiritual father.  He 

said, no matter how much you pray; you can’t pray and change 

God’s will.  Just because it’s something you want, you need to first 

stop wasting your time and make sure first that this line up with 

the will because if I’m praying for something that doesn’t line up 

with His will, I’m wasting my time, and I’m going to wind up 

frustrating myself in the end. 

 

 Scripture said different things.  If you jump down to Verse 13, 

“But all things that are exposed are made manifest by the light.”  

For whatever makes manifest is light.  Whatever makes manifest 

is light.  If you’re one that makes manifest, then you are light.  

And understand, light should begin inwardly and not outwardly.  

So, before I go about looking at other people’s darkness, I need to 

stand in the mirror.  Did I tell you that this was my word, that I 

was just sharing this?  God told me to share this with you.  This 

is my word I’m sharing with you.  Look in the mirror at the places 

of darkness and then shine the light so that the light will be 

manifest because before I can go into the highways and byways, I 

got to clean up my own house.  I’m telling this house.  Before I 

criticize my wife about something, or get upset with my daughter, 

I need to get on my knees and say, “It’s me, oh Lord, standing in 

the need of prayer and correction, and counsel.” 

 

 The counseling needs counsel.  Somebody say, “Praise the Lord.”  

The God we serve is an awesome God. He is a magnificent God 

and we need to learn to access His presence, His tools, His 

weapons, but He has given us His presence, His tools and His 

weapons.  If you read the Book of Nehemiah, He gave Nehemiah 

tools and weapons for two different purposes.  I can’t teach you 

that right now, but you need to use what God has given you. 

 

00:15:03   

 

 Look at your neighbor and say, “Are you using what God gave 

you?” he has also given us gifts.  Have you yet started the gift.  So 

many people are sitting on the gift.  The bible doesn’t say sit on 

the gift, it says, stir up the gift. Everybody says, stir up the gifts, 
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say it again, say stir up the gift.  You got to stir it up.  He gave it 

to you to use.  And the gift is not for you, it’s not for you.  

Sometimes your gift is what we save somebody’s life and we’re so 

busy being holding back what he gave us from fear and worry and 

concern and guilt and shame that God can’t do what he needs to 

do.  Use your gift not just on Sunday from 11 to 12, use you gift 

every day and when the spirit of God says, speak this word, shake 

that hand, and encourage.  Rub that back, pray for this person, 

encourage your children, lift them up, talk to your spouse, and let 

them know how important they are to you.  Pay attention to what 

God is telling you.  You have to be able to determine between what 

is counterfeit and what is genuine.  What is counterfeit, you have 

to check and I have about four minutes, I’m going to give you all 

(00:16:18) counterfeit thing you have to check the weight, how 

heavy is it.  Bishop told us a story about how he went to another 

country and he purposely bought a counterfeit Rolex.  You know 

why, because he has a real one but he wanted to give the 

counterfeit to see the difference.  The immediate thing he notice 

was the weight.  The real one has some weight and has substance 

to it.  the other one was empty that which is counterfeit looks good 

on the outside but it’s empty on the inside. 

 

 Hear the sound, listen, listen.  Hear the voice of God, hear what 

comes out of people’s bellies.  Number three, examine the strength 

of a thing.  Sometime you got to see if something is strong. One of 

the definitions of integrity is strength of character, what kind of 

strength does it exhibit on a day to day basis in certain situations 

when weight and pressure is put on it.  what kind of strength does 

it have?  Four, observe the defects.  A person that is called the 

monocle with diamond collectors, look at the diamond weight, 

they can look at it and immediately determine defects.  Do you 

know what your monocle is?  Look at it through this, don’t look at 

it based on what you see look at it through the word of God.  

Discern based on the word of God.  Don’t just try the spirit by the 

spirit, try the spirit by the word of God.  Let me give you these six 

things that you need to be working on perfecting.  Truth, the word 

of God is truth.  Truth is a principle in a person.  Jesus Christ is 

the way, the truth and the life.  Perfect his character in you.  Two, 

the spirit of God, law with spirit.  we have too many churches and 

people who are condemning folks based on law.  That’s new 

testament they were doing at.  But God has called us to determine 

and to counsel in spirit and in truth.  Three, the grace of God.  The 

divine ability to do as unmerited favor.   Four, is the favor of God.  

The favor of God.   When you have the ear and the preference of 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/6398.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/6398.mp3 

God you have the favor of God.  Your Father in heaven loves you, 

Amen.  Then you have to love, perfect the love and then six, 

manifest the fruit. 

 

 The bible says, as my Father is glorified that you bear much fruit.  

I want you take these things and utilize them and pay attention 

and I want you to utilize these things today and pay attention.  

God has called us to another level and the discernment of 

yesterday will not be enough to deal with the demons and the 

focuses of today.  You need to go to another level in him and you 

can’t just read the book to do that, you just can’t get a sermon to 

do that.  You have to study to show yourself approved.  You have 

to pray and ask God to help you with the things that you need to 

do.  Somebody says, Amen.  Bless the Lord.  As I close, I want to 

give you one of my many favorite scriptures.  I have many favorite 

scriptures.  Now, some people have two scriptures, I have many 

favorite scriptures.  Proverbs Chapter 4, Verse 7 says, “Wisdom 

is the principal thing; so, get wisdom.  And in all your getting, get 

understanding.” When you pay attention, you examine the full 

end, extend and breath of a thing and then you gained 

understanding.  Understanding can keep you from a lot of pitfalls 

and understanding will be the bridge that connects you to your 

destiny. 

 

 Father, I thank you in the name of Jesus for this word, Oh,  God, 

I pray that you would add water to the seed that you had sown, 

Oh, Lord God that these things that have been spoken will glorify 

your name it will build up your people Lord God and help us to 

come out of guilt and shame and come out of being condemned 

and come out not sharing and not giving and not praying and not 

helping, Lord God in this fight for your kingdom to be expanded.  

I thank you for empowering, equipping and encouraging your 

people Lord God to do everything that you called them to do, it’s 

in Jesus name we pray.  Somebody says, Amen.   I thank you all 

for being here and I thank you for tuning in today and I want to 

say to you once again, thank you for tuning in to Brothers of the 

Word because brother you need the word. 

  

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was the 

message titled, “Pay Attention”, by Charles Houston.  This 

message is number 6398.  That’s 6398.  To listen to over a 

thousand free messages or to send this message number 6398 to 

a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.  Female: Listen to 

brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need the word. 
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(Music Playing) 
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