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Glendon Francis: In conflict resolution one must recognize that your ultimate 

source of comfort comes from God. 

 

Female: You are listening to BrothersofTheWord.com.  This is the 

message titled “Conflict Resolution” by Glendon Francis.  This 

message is number 6410, that’s 6410, listen to over a thousand 

free messages on BrothersofTheWord.com. 

 

(Music Playing:  00:00:24 - 00:00:52) 

 

 And now for 6410, “Conflict Resolution.” 

 

Glendon Francis: Welcome to BrothersofTheWord because brother, you need the 

word.  Father we just honor you, we praise you, we thank you for 

your presence, thank you oh, God for your peace that surprised 

all understanding.  Thank you oh, God for your word oh, great 

God and I thank you for the opportunity of addressing your 

people oh, great God, I just ask that you may just speak to me 

and speak through me onto your people, in Christ I pray, amen. 

 

 Today I’ll be speaking from the topic, “Conflict Resolution.”  

Okay, we’ll be coming from the book of second Corinthians, 

second Corinthians, Chapter two.  Essentially what we’ll be 

doing will be gleaming from the entire book of second 

Corinthians.  Some of you may know and some of you may not 

know that when these books were written, they were not 

separated in chapters it will just one continuous writing.  There 

were no divisions, there were no chapters or verses or 

punctuation or such, it was just one continuous writing.  So, 

when I try to go through the book and see what it is say, and 

this subject, conflict resolution, come aboard as a result of what 

Paul was experiencing at the church of Corinth and some of the 

problems that he faced are stated in chapter two.  It says in 

chapter two and verse one, and I’m reading from a very difficult 

translation, it’s called a King James translation but I 

determined this with myself that I would not come again to you 

in heaviness for if I may make you sorrow who is he then that 

make it me glad but the same which made sorrow by me and I 

wrote this same onto you less when I came, I should have sorrow 

from them of whom I oath to rejoice.  Having confidence in you 

all that I my joy is a joy of you all.  I think this was written by 

southerners, but all of much affliction and anguish apart, I 

wrote unto you with many tears not that he should be greed but 
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that he might know the love which I have more abundantly unto 

you. 

 

 Conflict resolution. To resolve a problem, you must first 

recognize the problem and state the problem. Conflict resolution.  

To resolve a problem, you must first recognize the problem, state 

the problem and deal with the problem.  The problem here is 

that Paul wrote a letter, the first Corinthians letter and sent it 

to them, to the Church at Corinth, and there were some issues 

there that were not resolved.  And so, it created a conflict within 

the church.  Also, in chapter two we’ll see later on, there was 

brother there that was causing problem to Paul and later on in 

chapter seven as well as in chapter four.  Chapter four sets forth 

the notion that Paul was not doing his minister from his heart, 

he was in need for the money, he was there doing it to profit -- 

all that he was doing, he was there to profit from it.  And so, this 

was what was spread abroad within the church, and so there 

was a conflict, there were tensions within the church and many 

began to question Paul’s authenticity.  Thank you very much, it 

won’t come of what thank you for pulling this out.  And so, Paul 

he was grieved, they said, you are my children and I’m grieving 

over you as a parent would grieve over a child. 

 

00:05:00 

 

 And I’m sorry that we are going through this, however, we must 

resolve it.  So, he recognized the problem.  Then in chapter one, 

he says this, in chapter one, “Grace be to you and peace from 

God our father and from the lord Jesus Christ, blessed be the 

God even the father of our lord Jesus Christ, the father of 

mercies and the God of all comforts who comfort in all of our 

tribulation, the God of comfort.”  The word comfort is a 

component word, it is comprised up two Greek word para and 

kaleo, para means alongside like paramedics, alongside, kaleo 

means to call.  So, the word comfort means one call alongside to 

assist.  The same word is used in John chapter 14, 15, 16 were 

Christ says that, “If I go, I will send you another comforter.”  So, 

he says that, in conflict resolution, one must recognize that your 

ultimate source of comfort comes from God.  Then he says that, 

God is the one who comforts us in our tribulation.  Now, the 

word tribulation is an interesting word then it means to 

pressure or to press, it comes from the concept of the grapes 

being pressed out to produce wine and what would happen to 
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produce wine in a work as would covered a basin or of a rock, 

clean out that basin. 

 

Then they would pour the grapes inside of the basin then they 

would get children and women to walk upon the grapes to 

squeeze out juice out of the grapes with their bare feet.  Let’s 

hope that wash their feet before they do that.  But the idea there 

is to be brought under pressure.  Tribulation, to be brought 

under a pressure.  In conflict resolution, one must recognize and 

realize that there will be a lot of pain, a lot of pressure and 

sometime we feel as though we are the only that is hurting 

within our conflict, but equally, the part of that is involved in 

the conflict is going through the same emotional, physical 

pressure that you’re feeling, that you’re experiencing.  So, 

tribulation means to be brought under pressure but remember 

this, it has been stated already that we have the God of comfort 

on our sides.  When we cannot be comforted by our mother, our 

father, or by our spouse, we can and we ought be comforted by 

the God of comfort. 

 

Now, as I see three elements in conflict resolution, the first one 

is stated in chapter two and that is forgiveness.  This brother 

brought a lot of accusation against Paul and so, Paul send back 

to the Church at Corinth and say that, basically you alter 

forgive this person.  Don’t hold this this against the person that 

is trying to start up trouble against me, forgive that person.  So, 

the first principle I see in conflict resolution is forgiveness.  

Forgiveness.  You recognize the problem.  You recognize that 

God is your ultimate source of comfort.  Then you take the next 

step.  Even as God as forgiving you, so you are to forgive each 

other.  And forgiveness basically means to pardon -- I’ll look at 

the technical definition, to pardon our excuse on other’s fault 

and that’s hard to do.  It’s hard to forgive, it’s hard to forgive, 

but if you are going to resolve one issue, that must be at the fore 

front of your mind to forgive even as Christ as forgiving you so 

you are to forgive each other. 

 

 Look for the -- in chapter two, it says that if you do not forgive 

somebodies something is going to happen.  Chapter two and 

verse 10, to whom you forgive anything I forgave also, second 

Corinthians chapter two and verse 10, to whom you forgive 

anything I forgive also for I forgive anything to whom I forgive it 

for your sake, forgive in the presence of Christ less Satan should 

get an advantage of us for we are not ignorant of his schemes 
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and his demises.  So, forgiveness, an advantage that they are 

means that Satan gets a foot (00:10:01) be in your life is as long 

somebody is trying to close the door and somebody put their foot 

between the door and the door force preventing you from closing 

the door. 

 

00:10:11 

 

 An advantage their means that Satan gets a (0:10:01) in your 

life. He says there somebody is trying close the door and 

somebody put their foot between the door and the door force 

preventing you from closing the door.  So, your saying that if you 

do not forgive somebody you have lifted to our open, (0:10:01) 

and to come in and create havoc in a situation that’s would have 

been easily are easy to resolve if there was forgiveness.  So, the 

first element I see is forgiveness the next element is 

reconciliation.  Remember I’m reading the book in Second 

Corinthians not as chapters but as letter written to a particular 

group of people addressing particular issues. 

 

 So, I’m coming true this book to see what would come (0:10:49) 

as it applies to conflict resolution.  So, I may not go verse by 

verse or chapter by chapter because it was not there to begin 

with in the first place.  The second thing I see in conflict 

resolution is reconciliation, reconciliation. It says that in 

Chapter five, that God has committed onto us the ministry of 

reconciliation and that God was in Christ reconciling the world 

onto himself. So, there are to be reconciliation in conflict 

resolution.  

 

 How many are (0:11:26) stand besides, this is my boot sides – 

Reconciliation basically means a change of position, a change of 

position. Okay, turn your back towards me, turn your back 

towards me. Okay, Reconciliation means a change of position, 

two people who are back to back, aggrievance no relationship.  

Slowly turn around to me, reconciliation means a change of 

position a change of positions, slowly turn, slowly turn face to 

me, come around.  We are reconciled, face to face.  Reconciliation 

– good, good, your looking good to me brother.  Thank you. Yeah, 

I got (0:12:12) in the crowd for me. 

 

 But reconciliation means a change of position, that was which 

was in opposite position back to back.   I have no been changed, I 

have no been change turn around and he says that “God was in 
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Christ turning around the world onto himself” reconciliation, 

second is forgiveness there are to be also work into us 

reconciliation but a key points, I want to also bring all this in 

Chapter six and verses one, where it starts so with a conjunction 

time Chapter six to verse five, it says in Chapter six why 

reconciliation, it says “we then as workers together with him”  

and I stop there, we then as workers together in the Greek 

workers together is one word is sin organ. 

 

 In the prefix “sin” means together, “organ” means work.  So, sin 

organ means workers together.  So, in conflict resolution you 

must also recognized that we are not enemies we are in this 

thing together.  Okay, we may be going through some stuff but 

I’m not your enemy and you should not treat me as such and you 

are not my enemy and I should not treat you as such. 

 

 So, there are to be reconciliation, we are partners together.  We 

have hit and bump in the road where I go into through some 

taught time but we are not enemies, do not treat as thou I’m 

your mortal enemy.  I’m your friend, I’m your brother, I’m your 

husband you are my wife.  So, in reconciliation we recognize, we 

need to reconcile to each other because we are in this thing 

together, we are partners together.  Okay, but also sometimes in 

reconciliation you need a mediator you need sometime you can’t 

handle everything, so, Christ was in God reconciling the world.  

So, sometimes we need somebody or aside of us.  Because there 

are always three side to as story, your side my side and the 

truth. Right? 

 

 So, we need that person who is going to be impartial and mutual 

in this situation to show both sides of the pitcher.  So, when in 

reconciliation sometime we have to go through concealing which 

is important sometimes but there is also a negative in 

reconciliation and this negative is shown in Chapter six “be not 

unequally yoked.”  Second Corinthians Chapter six 11, 14 

through 15 “be not unequally yoked.” 

 

00:15:05 

 

You may say how does that factor into reconciliation?  How does 

that factor into conflict resolution?  Remember, I said that 

sometimes “you are to bring a third party in a situation if you 

wanted to be resolve” Paul states now in Chapter six “be not 

unequally yoked” this is critical.  Do not bring somebody into 
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your conflict, do not share our whole to the same values.  Do not 

bring somebody into your conflicts, do not – unequally yoked to 

cause being put together, yoked together to pull equal weight.  

Now, if you bring somebody who does not respect my rights does 

not respect business there will be an unequally philosophy or 

theories as how to resolve un issue. 

 

 So, therefore, you cannot be unequally yoked in conflict 

resolution.  Share things with people who hold to similar values 

as you do.  So, that is critical.  Don’t, because you are going 

through some times and start hanging out with your girlfriend 

who is going to take you club and totally he was no good to be 

here.  You know, that’s unequally yoked right there, right there. 

 

 You know, somebody who just going to go negative on you and 

create more conflict for you than resolving it.  So, within conflict 

resolution do not be unequally yoked, too critical, very, very 

critical.  The last thing, the final thing within conflict resolution 

and there are more to be explored.  But because of the time 

factor we’re off against, I just pull of three of the solution I see 

been employed to resolve the issue that Paul was going through. 

 

 The final one I see is vulnerability.  Okay, look at chapter and 

(0:17:12) make it difficult to understand.  So, that was the truth.  

So, (0:17:12) thought from the international version.  Paul said 

“we have spoken freely to you Corinthians and open wide our 

hearts to you, we are not withholding our affection from you but 

you are withholding your affection from us” Second Corinthians 

Chapter six 11 through 12, in conflict resolution there has to be 

vulnerability and that’s really scary telling me open up, isn’t.  

Without vulnerability there can be no trust, vice versa “with all 

trust there can be no vulnerability.” 

 

 Paul said “I am pouring out to you but you are not pouring onto 

me.”  But within relationships especially mortal relationship.  

Often times we hear, you know, I’m not opening up to you 

because of prior experience, I’m not opening up to you because 

what I’ve been through. 

 

 Listen, there can no trust without vulnerability.  Okay, there 

can be no trust without vulnerability and if you’re going to 

resolve a crisis within marge within your business.  Anything, 

there has to be some level of vulnerability, you must be willing 

to open up.  If you are not willing to open up you are not ready 
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for a relationship, because opening up means that there is a 

level of trust. 

 

 Let me share this with you really quick.  The crab not the land 

crab, the crab that lives in the river, in order for this crab to 

mate.  You know, it has a shell on it.  In order this male to reach 

the female reproductive organ the female has to come out to the 

first shell, she has to shade her shell and become vulnerable.  

She can be now be targeted or eaten by any upper predators 

within the river.  So, what happened is that she finds herself a 

mate that she can trust and one that she wants to mate with, 

after which she comes out of her shell and then they show a 

flesh is exposed and she becomes really vulnerable, very, very 

vulnerable.  But in order for her to mate is a necessary process 

that she has to go through and what would happen is that the 

male crab will now go over, over her and latches itself onto her 

and become her shell and her protector until she’s able to grow 

back her shell to protect herself.   The male crab has to be there 

covering her right through the period of time that they are 

mating and he has to basically physically protect her and fight 

for her and protect her from all the predators and that’s the best 

example so far that I have seen as it relates to vulnerability. 

 

 But notice she was very careful in the male that she choosed and 

male understood its responsibility is to stay there.  It is stated 

that the primary responsibility to foster love within a mortal 

relationship falls upon the male.  But let me explain this really 

quick, now vulnerability Paul said “(0:20:56) being Christ Jesus 

season you creature, all things are possible of you all” 

 

 In vulnerability you cannot (0:20:56) to all things.  You will not 

become vulnerable if you are holding onto all things because 

have passed away, behold all things have become new, a new 

creature a relationship. 

 

 So, in choosing remember in conflict resolution you have to have 

forgiveness, recognize that God is your ultimate source comfort, 

recognize that you’re going through tribulation you are press, 

you are not the only hurting your partners certain as well.  You 

got to forgive each other, you got to reconcile, turn the situation 

around and got to become vulnerable to each other. 

 

 Thank you for joining us at Brothers of the World because 

brother you need the word.  Thank you  
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Female You are listening to BrothersofTheWord.com.  This was the 

message titled “conflict resolution” by Glendon Francis.  This 

message is number 6410, that’s 6410, listen to over a thousand 

free messages or to send message number 6410 to a friend go to 

BrothersofTheWord.com.  Listen to BrotherofTheWord.com 

often, because brother you need the word. 
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