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Wesley Shorter: Everywhere you go, I don’t care how old you are, how young you 

are; you are a teacher. 

 

Female: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com.  This is the 

message titled, “You, Me and The Tree” by Wesley Shorter.  This 

message is number 6416, that’s 6416.  Listen to over a thousand 

free messages on BrothersoftheWord.com. 

 

(Music Playing: 00:00:20 - 00:00:51) 

 

Female: And now for 6416, “You, Me and The Tree.” 

 

Wesley Shorter: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the 

word.  Amen.  If you would turn with me to the 19th chapter of 

Luke.  The 19th chapter of Luke, starting at the first verse.  And 

camera man, I’m sorry, I need to walk.  The 19th chapter of 

Luke, starting at the first verse.   This message will somewhat 

piggyback off of one of the Pastor C. Elijah’s most recent 

message, “Out on a Lamb.”  To hear that message and its 

entirety, of course you can go to BrothersoftheWord.com.  But 

the first verse reads as follows, “And Jesus entered and passed 

through Jericho.  And, behold, there was a man named 

Zacchaeus, which was the chief among the publicans, and he 

was rich.  And he sought to see Jesus who he was, and could not 

for the press, because he was little of stature.  And he ran 

before, and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him: for he 

was to pass that way.  And when Jesus came to the place, he 

looked up, and saw him, and said unto him, “Zacchaeus, make 

haste, and come down; for today I must abide at thy house.” 

 

 Well, you know, the rest of the story.  Zacchaeus came down and 

that verse basically ends with Zacchaeus being saved and his 

households that same day.  So, to piggyback off of Pastor 

C. Elijah’s message, “Out on the Lamb,” God spoke to me and 

put just a little twist on that same message.  And today, I want 

to speak to you briefly on “You, Me and The Tree.”  You, Me and 

The Tree.  The message might sound a little strange but the 

members of this church are used to that.  But hopefully, by the 

time I’m finished, it will bless you. 

 

 I am focused on The Tree.  Many, many years ago, many years 

ago, 20 -- maybe 25 years ago.  I was doing a very rough time in 

my life.  I was driving around 285 and I was very, very 
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depressed.  Just going through a rough, rough time.  I heard this 

voice, it wasn’t an audible voice, but I heard this voice and the 

voice simply said, “Do you remember the story of Zacchaeus?”  

And in my spirit, I answered that voice.  Now, I knew the voice 

wasn’t me.  I was too messed up to even get that deep.  But I 

answered the voice, “yes” and I recited this particular passage in 

answer to that voice.  Well, when I’m finish reciting that 

passage, the voice simply said, “I have called you to be the tree 

so that others can run to you and your lamb, yes, your talents, 

which are your lambs can lift them up long enough to see me.”  

Because of the type of things, I was going through, it didn’t quite 

soak in.  It hit me but it didn’t really hit me.  You know, because 

I was really going through.  But a few days later, I began to just 

kind of meditate and look into that profound statement a little 

bit deeper. 

 

 Well, this is what I found out, the sycamore tree.  The sycamore 

tree, we have those hear in America.  The sycamore tree of the 

Middle East that this passage mentioned is in actuality of 

sycamore-fig tree.  The tree produces fruit.  The American 

sycamore tree, they don’t produce edible fruit but they still 

produced a little round ball and it’s peculiarly all around and 

you probably seen them. 

 

00:05:03 

 

 Very large leaves.  If you look at it in American sycamore tree 

and a Middle Eastern sycamore-fig tree, they look similar.  The 

leaf patter is very wide, it’s very obvious.  The sycamore-fig tree 

of the Middle East is a very prominent tree.  It stands out.  It 

doesn’t blend in with the other trees.  And if you’ve notice, I’m 

not a short man, I stand out, I’ve always just wanted to blend in 

but I can’t; and there’s nothing I can do to change that.  To go 

into a restaurant and just blend in, I walk into a restaurant and 

people drop their forks and knives and they look.  Then that 

(00:06:01) the seventh grade.  I was 6’1” in the seventh grade.  

Never could quite blend in and just kind of flow with the crowd.  

Always stood out.  And to be honest with you, I didn’t like that, I 

hated that.  And then, as if that was an enough, my last name is 

Shorter. 

 

 That is the response that I get anytime I introduce myself.  I 

don’t care how serious the introduction is, whether it’s formal or 

informal, my last name is Shorter.  And the response I get is 
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laughter.  All of my life.  Everyday, how tall are you?  People 

will walk up and not even speak, not acknowledge me as a 

person, but how tall are you?  So, here I am now.  Sycamore-fig 

tree can’t blend in, stand out among all the other trees.  But now 

that does not mean that we don’t have other trees in here, and 

I’ll get to that in a minute.  Got to watch your clock. 

 

 So, the first house I purchased, and all of this hit me later.  It 

had an American sycamore tree.  Huge tree in the front yard.  

The second house, I purchased -- God will confirm his word.  The 

second house I purchased, in the backyard was a large fig tree, 

okay.  So, you put those two together, you got the sycamore-fig 

tree.  I just couldn’t get away from it.  This has been 25 years 

ago.  He would not allow me to get away from that truth and 

that reality.  So, here I am.  I started a non-profit organization 

as Pastor James mentioned in my bio just the men at work.  

That concept of the tree is used on a regular basis.  In fact, 

that’s the core of the organization.  And I just want to help you 

to remember the word tree, T-R-E-E, just want to use that as an 

acronym real quick. 

 

 The “T” in “Tree” is “Teaching.”  Everywhere you go, I don’t care 

how old you are, how young you are, you are a teacher.  My little 

nephew, (00:08:23) teaches me some things.  He’s just turning 

three years old.  He teaches me some things.  We are all 

teachers.  The question is, what are we teaching?  Somebody is 

always watching you, and you are always teaching.  You never 

stop teaching, somebody is watching.  So, that “T” is for “Teach.” 

 

 The “R” in “Tree,” that second letter, is “Reach.”  We all have to 

reach.  First, you have to reach in before you can reach out.  A 

large part of this ministry is outreach.  A large part of the non-

profit organization, all of the non-profit organization, of course is 

outreach.  But I had to reach in before I could reach out.  And 

there are so many people who are trees, who have that tree 

concept.  God had put that tree concept in all of us, all of his 

children.  To teach and to reach.  The “E” is “Encourage.”  I read 

somewhere that encouragement to the soul is like oxygen to the 

body.  We all need encouragement.  We all need encouragement.  

And the fourth letter of tree, that concept of tree is the other “E,” 

and that is “Empower.”  The most effective way I found to 

empower someone is to love them. 

 

00:10:00 
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Love them with the unconditional love of God.  I have a program 

in one of the local schools.  The program is called, “U-turn.”  It’s 

working with the U.  And it will break your heart.  It will break 

your heart to see what is actually happening in our 

communities, in our schools, in some of our homes.  The first 

problem and the number one issue that we’re having is the 

“absence of fathers.”  We’ve all heard that before.  Well, I’m here 

to confirm that, that is the number one issue in this country and 

especially, especially among the African-American community.  

Currently, 7 out of 10 children.  7 out of 10 children are being 

raised in single parent homes.  It has been linked every social 

issue that we’re having right now, has been link to that one 

factor.  So, men, we definitely need the tree concept.  But before 

we can teach, before we can reach, before we can encourage and 

empower, we must go back home.  We must get into the lives of 

our children and stay there.  I don’t care if what circumstanced, 

divorced, single, whatever; you are a father.  You are a father. 

 

 God has blessed you with that gift.  And I absolutely had no 

intentions of going here.  But this is God’s will.  And of course, 

it’s my passion.  But, how many men in here have heard the 

statement that you are absolutely irreplaceable in the life of 

your children, nothing and nobody can replace you.  Just raise 

your hands.  Then (00:12:01) lot that you know the concept, 

because many men in this church especially, you know that but 

have you heard it?  See, there has not been many men that have 

heard this concept, this truth, this fact, you are irreplaceable in 

the life of your child, nothing and nobody can replace you.  

Nothing and nobody can replace you, irreplaceable. 

 

 I know Beyonce and the pastor did a song with irreplaceable.  

Again, BrothersoftheWord.com, you hear that sermon.  So, I’m 

piggybacking off of the line because that’s a blessing.  But, you 

know, to the left, to the left, all you have stuff in a box to the 

left.  As a boyfriend, as a husband, whatever, yes, I guess you 

can be replace.  But in the life of your child, you are simply 

irreplaceable.  So, I want to thank you for listening.  Remember, 

“You are a tree.  You are a tree, I am a tree, we have to be a tree, 

who are your tree for.  You are a tree for somebody, somebody, 

whether it’s your kids, your family members.  Be that tree in 

their life.  We all need a tree.”  You don’t have to be as tall as I 

am to be a tree.  Chef (00:13:31), I don’t know if he’s here.  But 
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as short as he is, be still -- excuse me, he and I picking each 

other all the time.  Here still our tree. 

 

 To listen to this message and its entirety, you can go to 

BrothersoftheWord.com.  Email it to a friend and we want to 

thank you for joining us here at BrothersoftheWord.com, 

because brother, you need the word. 

 

Female: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com.  This was the 

message titled, “You, Me and The Tree”, by Wesley Shorter.  

This message is number 6416.  That’s 6416.  To listen to over a 

thousand free messages or to send this message number 6416 to 

a friend, go to BrothersoftheWord.com.  Listen to 

BrothersofTheWord.com often because brother, you need the 

word. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

00:14:37 
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