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Mark Stroud: Money, stuff, things, all these things will be gone but the only 

thing you would carry out through eternity is your relationship 

with God.  

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is the message 

titled, “Living Without Torment In A Tormented World,” by Mark 

Stroud.  This message is number 6422.  That’s 6422.  Listen to 

over a thousand free messages on brothersoftheword.com. 

 

(Music Playing:  00:00:20 - 00:00:49) 

 

 And now for 6422, Living Without Torment In A Tormented 

World. 

 

Mark Stroud: Thank you for joining us for Brothers of the World, because 

brother, you need the Word.  So wonderful.  Well, tonight, we’re 

going to start our journey here in the Book of Mark.  Mark 11, 

Mark 11.  We’re going to start a short journey tonight and we’re 

just going to do our best to glean in and receive what the Holy 

Spirit has to say to us tonight, amen.  We’re going to Mark 11.  

I’m just going to read about four verses here, then we’re going to 

go a little bit further to the Book of Matthew and just a little bit 

further, then we’ll start for a while, put the car in park, we’ll talk 

a little bit.  And after a while, I would put the car back in drive 

and we’ll drive on down the road just a little bit and we’ll end up 

at a good destination, amen.  So, let’s go ahead and pray if you 

wouldn’t mind helping me pray.  Father, we thank you in Jesus 

name for this day and for what you have desired for us at this 

appointed time and moment.  We thank you Lord that we’re not 

here by any accident or a coincidence of any kind but we’re here 

at this appointed time, at this appointed moment to hear what 

you have to say to us.  Lord, we just ask that you would just speak 

to us today by your Holy Spirit, that you would open our hearts, 

open our ears, so that we may hear what thus saith the Lord 

tonight. 

 

 Use this form, use this mouth, use these vocal cords to speak your 

Word to your people.  Lord, we submit and we surrender unto to 

you, in Jesus mighty name we pray, that it will be hard to say 

amen.  Well, here in the Book of Mark 11 chapter, I’m going to 

read verses 22 through 26, very familiar text and scripture and 

I’ll be speaking from the subject today of “Living without torment 

in a tormented world.”  Living without torment in a tormented 

world, you know just well as I do that this world is in torment.  
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The Book of Isaiah the 60th chapter says, that darkness will cover 

the earth and gross darkness the people but God’s light will arise 

on His church and the people are looking for light.  They’re 

looking for a stable place, they’re looking for a sturdy place.  

Someone that can deliver them from the places of torment and 

offer them peace and you are that place.  So, let’s speak just 

briefly from the subject of once again, “Living without torment in 

a tormented world.”  All right, Mark 11:22 – 26 of the King James 

Version and reads like this, “And Jesus answering saith unto 

them, have faith in God.  For verily I say unto you, that whosoever 

shall say unto this mountain, be thou removed, and be thou cast 

into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe 

that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have 

whatsoever he saith.”  Oh, isn’t that wonderful.  Let’s look a little 

bit further because the Lord ties in something with this 

wonderful, wonderful prayer.  He says it in verse 24, “Therefore I 

say unto you, what things so ever ye desire, when ye pray, believe 

that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.”   

 

 Isn’t that wonderful?  Wonderful, wonderful, wonderful.  First, He 

talks about moving mountains and now He’s talking – of course, 

we know mountains talk about a problem area in your life, getting 

the devil on out of your path, get him out your way.  Now, He’s 

talking about power to pray.  Let’s talk about this just for a 

moment.  God’s telling you that you can have whatever you desire 

when you pray.  For most of us, when we hear those words, we 

immediately begin to think about stuff.  We begin to think about 

money but think for a moment, God said, I will give you the power 

to ask.  I’m giving you, born again believer, the power to ask.  He’s 

giving you an audience with Himself, might I suggest to you that 

with that sort of asking power, the thing that you ask God the 

most should be, Lord, help me to have a more intimate 

relationship with you, help me to be with you, help me to connect 

with you, help me to hear your voice, help me to grow closer in 

fellowship closer in my walk with you.  Above stuff, above another 

$5.00, above another house, another car.  I guarantee you, ask 

God for His heart. 

 

00:05:03 

 

 Because if You get His heart, you’ll get what’s in His hands.  If 

you get His heart, you’ll get what’s in His hands.  But too often 

we are wasting our time really because especially as Ecclesiastes 

states that all these things are meaningless, they’re chasing after 
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the wind.  Money, stuff, things, all these things will be gone.  

They’ll be gone but the only thing that you would carry out 

through eternity is your relationship with God.  Are you hearing 

me?  Remember the great commandments, Love the Lord with all 

your God all your heart, soul, mind, strength, and love your 

neighbor as you love yourself.  In this, you fulfill the Lord.  In this, 

you make God very happy.  So, let’s spend the majority of our 

prayer time, talking about these things.  And the scripture says, 

when a man’s ways please the Lord, he’ll make even your enemies 

to be at peace with you.  So, let’s seek God, let’s seek an intimate 

fellowship with Him.  He said, I give you asking power.  But how 

many of his children, how many of us spend our time asking God 

for Him Lord, I want you instead of Lord, I need this, I need that, 

I need this, I need that, I need this, I need that.  How many say, 

Lord, I want you.  I want to spend more time with you. 

 

Let’s put the car back in drive now and go on a little bit further.  

Verse 24, once again, He said, “Therefore I say unto you, What 

things so ever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive 

them, and ye shall have them.  Verse 25, “And when ye stand 

praying,” as you’re asking God, as you are about to release that 

asking power, when you stand praying, do what?  “Forgive, if ye 

have ought against any.”  The word ought there in King James, I 

love that, it means whoever or whatever.  “When ye stand 

praying, forgive.” Forgive.  Now, it says, “Forgive if ye have ought 

or if you have something against someone, if your holding 

someone’s sin or debt or trespass against you.  He said, “When ye 

stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your 

Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.”  

Verse 26, “But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which 

is in heaven forgive your trespasses.” 

 

 Now, let me tell you about this just for a moment.  The word 

forgive here is very wonderful because the word forgive in this 

context really is active and it is an imperative, it’s a verb that is 

active and an imperative.  Active meaning, you are the one that 

is doing the work.  Imperative means, this is a command.  The 

Lord is not suggesting this to us.  He’s commanding us.  This is 

an active, imperative verb.  Active, you are doing it.  Imperative, 

this is a command not a suggestion.  He said, “When you come up 

before my faith,” when you come up before my presence, God says, 

“I see everything, you got something with you.  I see that you have 

ought, you’re holding something against someone else.”  When 

you come up to me, you need to release it.  He’s commanding us 
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to release the offense.  This is the command; we must release the 

offense and I’m going to show you just in a few moments why that 

is so important.  But understand something, forgiveness is not for 

the law breaker.  Forgiveness is not for the one that sinned 

against you, forgiveness is actually for you.  When you release 

them, it actually blesses you. 

 

 We’re going to show you in just a few moments as our time is 

slipping by.  Oh goodness, let’s hurry.  Now understand 

something, as you talk about forgiveness, again it is active, and it 

is also imperative.  When you look up the word forgiveness, there 

in the Greek, you’ll find these sorts of definitions.  Let me read 

them to you.  It means to bid go away.  It means to depart.  In the 

case of a husband and wife, it means a husband divorcing wife.  

Wife divorcing husband, putting away, a separation, forgiveness.  

Forgiveness means to send forth or to yield up to expire, to let go, 

to let alone, to let it alone.  Someone needs to say that to your 

neighbor, let it alone, let it go, to let alone, let be.  It also means 

to give up a debt.  Release a debt, something that they owe you, 

releasing it, letting it go.  God said, when you come into my 

presence, drop that off.  Don’t bring that in here, don’t bring it in 

here.  Now, let’s look a little bit further.  I want to show you some 

other things here.  As we go now into the Book of Matthew 6, you 

can go to it or just listen to me read.  Matthew 6 chapter, and we 

know this as the Lord’s prayer.  Let me just go to just through the 

skinny of it here in verse 12.  The Lord says, “And forgive us our 

debt as we forgive our debtors,” right?  Someone has done 

something wrong to you.  It is a debt.  Jesus calls this a debt.  

Forgive us our debts, we owe something to God and they had 

sinned against us and they owe us something.  It is a debt.  It is 

as if, you have loaned someone money and now they owe you.  It 

is as if you have purchased a house.  Of course, you have a house 

loan, that is a debt. 

 

00:10:06 

 

You are in their service until the matter is satisfied.  So, the Lord 

says here, that it is possible for us to owe God a debt and it is 

possible for other people to owe us a debt and he says this, “Lord, 

forgive me of my debts as I forgive them of their debts,” which 

means that we have power with God to have a clean slip in our 

ability to release someone else but if we hold them, God also holds 

something of ours.  You have to clear your accounts.  Turn to your 

neighbor and tell them, you got to clear your accounts because if 
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you do that, you’ll find God clearing your account.  It says, 

“Forgive us of our debts as we forgive our debtors and lead us not 

into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom 

in the power and the glory forever.  Amen.” But it goes further 

Verse 14, “For if ye forgive men their trespasses, their sins, their 

debts against you, your Heavenly Father will also forgive you.”  

He will give you -- understand -- remember the word forgiveness 

here also talks about divorce.  He will give you a legal writ, a legal 

writing saying that this is no longer a part of your life.  Send this 

away.  Meaning, no one can accuse you of that because that has 

completely legally been removed from you, halleluiah.  Men may 

remember, the devil may remember but God said, “I issued out a 

legal decree, a decree from my throne that this person is no longer 

attached to that sin, is no longer attached to that moment when 

they committed that act.  They have been removed from it.”  This 

is a legal writ.  God said, “You are no longer  attached to it.”  Now, 

listen to it one more time.  He says, “For if you forgive men their 

trespasses, your Heavenly Father will also forgive or remove or 

release you, but – say but.  But if you forgive not men their 

trespasses, their sins, their deeds, their misdeeds, their conducts 

against you, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.  

Now, understands something, their debt is legal.  Once people sin 

against you, that is a legal debt.  They owe you.  I can get no talk.  

They sin against you, they owe you.  Legally, they owe you.  In 

the natural law, depending on what they do, they may owe in 

court.  Spiritually, they owe you.  They owe you.  They trespass 

against you, they owe you.  They are legally bound to pay or repay 

you.  But listen, if you hold them to that, then God will also hold 

you to that.  I can’t get no talk in here.  Debt is a legal term.  This 

is lawful. 

 

When people sin against you, you have a lawful right for 

compensation, but by the same token, we have also sinned against 

God and we don’t want him to exercise his legal right for 

compensation.  Thank God for the blood.  Because we’ve done a 

whole lot of wrong.  Let’s look at one more, Matthew 18 verse 32 

through 35.  Let me read this to you as well.  This talks about of 

course the parable of the forgiving king and the wicked servant.  

I want to saw you some things here.  It says in the verse number 

32, “Then his Lord, after that he had called him,” now remember 

this servant of course, owed a humongous debt that he could not 

pay and he fell down before the king and the king just flatly 

forgave him.  But then he goes down and he finds a servant that 

owes him money, that owes him just a few dollars and he picks 
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him up by the neck and throws him into prison, just treats him 

all bad but the other servant saw it and say, “King let me tell you, 

what Ruben Baker did.”  And of course, the king is outraged and 

so he – we zoom in right here on this outraged section, the king 

said, bring hat joker up in here.  I’m sorry, I was stated my neck 

in the woods here.  Bring the gentleman into my presence.  Verse 

32 says, “Then his Lord or the king after he had called him said 

unto him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, the 

debt that you could not possibly pay, because thou desired me: 

should not thou also have had compassion on thy fellow servant, 

even as I had pity on thee?  Verse 34, he’ll be getting into it now, 

how to live without torment in a tormented world.  How can you 

live without it?  Let’s see.  Verse 34 says, “And his Lord was wroth, 

and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that 

was due unto him.”  And here is this verse, wow.  Is kind of like, 

Lord I wish you hadn’t that but it’s in there.  It’s like (00:15:00). 

 

00:15:00 

 

It’s in here.  He says, so likewise, this is a very sobering verse, so 

likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you.  Wow, this is 

Jesus speaking about the character of God.  This is fact.  He says, 

so likewise would the Father, my heavenly Father do also unto 

you, if ye from your heart forgive not everyone his brother their 

trespasses.  If you don’t release them, the Father won’t release 

you.  Wow, that’s a humongous statement.  He said in the 

beginning, forgiveness is not for them, it’s for you.  It’s for you.  

And listen, the more they have wronged you, the bigger their debt 

towards you and you release that, the more God pours out toward 

you.  The more he pours out love, kindness, tender mercy towards 

you.  When we hold things against other people as like you’re 

trying to wash the car outside in the summertime.  Someone’s car 

outside and you’re spraying the car but somebody is playing with 

you around the corner and they get the holes and they kink it up 

and it just starts dripping and you wonder, what’s going on, 

what’s happening in my life?  Why is this dripping so?  Somebody 

around the corner has kinked up the holes but it’s not somebody 

but is actually us holding something against someone else.  This 

is a legal thing.  A legal thing that is written.  This doesn’t go past 

his legal bounds.  I want you to understand something here.  

You’re taking about living without torment, understand the Lord 

said, that he delivered, this king deliver or he allowed this person 

to go into the tormentors.  Now, understand something, the 

tormentors, if you look this up in the Greek, this is so wonderful.  
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I think, I want to jump back and kiss myself but I want to hold 

off.  Yeah, he’s just one of those.  The tormentors.  Listen, the 

word tormentors here means one who elicits the truth by the use 

of the rack, an inquisitor, a torturer.  To elicit means to draw or 

to bring out or to bring forth.  It is the job of the tormentor to get 

the truth out of you.  This person that is holding something 

against the other, he has been delivered to the tormentor until 

this person begins to speak the truth.  His life is in torment until 

they begin to speak truth.  What truth?  The truth is that you owe 

God a whole lot more than any man, woman, boy or girl could ever 

do to you.  The truth is that God has been giving kindness and 

loving mercy is so generous that we cannot even hope to ever 

receive it all.  The truth is, God forgave you of this great thing sin 

that, this great thing that we could never repay it.  And the truth 

is, we hold things against other people because we want to make 

them hurt the way they made us hurt.  Why do people hold things 

against other people?  Understand something, they do it because 

again, they want to make them suffer.  I’m holding this against 

you, I’m not going to talk to you.  What are we doing?  We want 

to make you suffer.  We want to make you feel pain.  We want to 

make you feel agony.  In short, I want to make you pay the debt 

that you owe me and me treating you like this, me holding this 

against you, forces you to pay me.  Of course, that is your legal 

right if you want to hold that but understand, if you hold that 

against them, God is also holding something against you.  This 

person has been delivered to the tormentors.  Living in a 

tormented world, with torment inside, why?  Because they refuse 

to release the misdeeds, the sins of others.  How to live without 

it?  Let them go.  They hurt me.  You don’t understand.  They did 

this to me.  You’re right and they were wrong.  You’re absolutely 

right.  You’re right, they deserve to pay.  You’re absolutely right 

but give that right to God and take it out of your hands. 

 

The bible says that vengeance is mine says the Lord.  I will repay.  

You just concentrate on loving.  The way God said, Love.  Yes, 

they act like a fool.  Yes, they did.  Yes, they shouldn’t have done 

it.  Yes, they hurt your feelings.  Yes, they were wrong, wrong as 

two left shoes.  Yes, yes, they were but unless you release them, 

God is not releasing you and in fact what you’re doing when we 

hold these things against other people, we open the door wide for 

the tormentors to come in.  You open the door wide for all sorts of 

demonic powers and influences to come in and out and wreak 

havoc in your life because unforgiveness is a stench.  It stinks and 

it draws flies, and infection and all these things all around you 
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because we want to make them pay for what they did.  Listen, 

you’re good, you’re handsome, you’re smart, you’re pretty, you’re 

diligent, you got to go in on but listen, there’s nothing that you 

can do to ever make them pay.  So, give it to God, release it to him 

and live without the torment because that stress, that anxiety, 

that fear, those evil feelings, that anger, that resentment, that 

bitterness, all comes from the stench of unforgiveness in your life.  

Do you want to live without torment?  Let them go.  Thank you 

for joining us at Brothers of the Word because brother, you need 

the Word.  God bless you for that. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was the 

message titled, “Living without torment in a tormented world”, 

by Mark Stroud.  This message is number 6422.  That’s 6422.  To 

listen to over a thousand free messages or to send this message 

number 6422 to a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com. 

 

 Listen to BrothersofTheWord.com often, because brother you’ll 

need the Word. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

00:20:50 
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