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Glendon Francis: Don’t let sin dominate.  Don’t let sin have mastery over your life. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is the message 

titled “The Penalty, Power and Presence of Sin” by Glendon 

Francis.  This message is number 6424, that’s 6424.  Listen to 

over a thousand free messages on brothersoftheword.com. 

 

(Music Playing: 00:00:21 - 00:00:49) 

 

Female: And now for 6424, “The Penalty, Power and Presence of Sin.” 

 

Glendon Francis: Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because brother, you need the 

Word.  That’s all in the notes that I have.  I’m just stressing God 

here.  Today, we shall be talking about sin.  Three letter word, 

S-I-N, sin.  We shall be looking at the penalty of sin.  We have 

been delivered from the penalty of sin.  We are being delivered 

today from the power of sin and we shall be delivered from the 

presence of sin.  But what is sin?  And the definition of sin is 

something we all do.  Amen.  That’s good enough.  So, we should 

have know what sin is, right?  But turn with me if you will to 

the Book of Romans.  Romans chapter 3.  You know, I like to do 

a word study and find out the original meaning of the word. 

 

 The Greek for sin is hamartia and it comes from the sporting 

world.  And all that word is derived that came about is that even 

today they are between the Olympics where an archer would 

take his bow and arrow and trying to hit an object.  And the 

object would look something like the target symbol.  You know, 

it’s a circle and it has many, many circles, and then it has a 

small circle in the middle of all the circles.  And what the archer 

would do is that his responsibility is to take one of those bows 

and try to hit the bullseye of that circle.  Now, if he misses to the 

left or he misses to the right, up or down, someone would shout 

out hamartia.  That is you have missed the mark.  You have 

missed the mark.  That which you are aiming at, you have 

missed it.  So, in short, sin is missing the mark.  Sin is missing 

the mark.  But in this case, who sets the mark?  Right?  Who 

sets the mark? 

 

 So, Romans chapter 3 says this, let’s look together.  The Book of 

Romans.  Romans chapter 3 and verse 23.  “For all have sinned 

and come short of the glory of God, being justified freely by his 

grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus whom God 

have set forth to be appropriciation through faith in his blood to 
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declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are 

passed through the forbearance of God.”  And Romans further 

up, it says that, all are under sin.  But, let’s deal with Romans 

chapter 3 and verse 23.  For all have sinned.  Now, the English 

use is, what is known as the perfect tense.  That is, it’s a past-

perfect tense.  All have sinned, a past.  And that it shows an 

action that is completed in the past and stays in the past.  That’s 

the past perfect tense.  But in the Greek, it’s not the past perfect 

tense that is using the Greek.  The Greek uses the area tense 

and that is it uses a past tense but it should not be rendered all 

have sinned.  That’s the best translation that the English 

authors could come out with to reflect the Greek language.  But 

in the Greek have been eliminated.  So, the Greek is, “all 

sinned”.  What’s the difference between “all have sinned” and 

“all sinned?” 

 

 See, “all have sinned” speaks upon action that took place in the 

past that stays within the past.  The Greek now says, “all 

sinned” and that it’s an action that took place in the past but as 

present the consequences.  The English version would eliminate 

the consequences of that action. 

 

00:05:03 

 

What the Greek is pointing to the consequences of the action.  

What is equally true about this statement is that “all have 

sinned” would indicate individual actions that is several 

individuals doing a similar action.  So, it would take into 

account personal action by individuals.  “All have sinned” but 

“all sinned” point to one individual that didn’t act that affected 

everyone.  Very, very big difference.  So, you see, just one word 

can change an entire sentence and the meaning of a sentence.  

And I struggle and I struggle and I struggle with it. 

 

 So, what it is pointing to?  What Romans chapter 3 and verse 23 

is pointing to, is that, sometime in the past, it doesn’t state 

specifically when, it just stated that sometime in the past, 

someone did an act, a (00:06:03) act that affected everyone that 

comes after.  That person’s action affected everyone.  In other 

words, it’s as though we all participated in an act without even 

being there.  You get what I’m saying?  Now, in the Book of 

Hebrews.  Hebrews chapter 7 and I think verse 9.  It says that, 

“Levi, paid tithes to Melchizedek.”  When Melchizedek -- it 

depends if you are in England, Melchizedek or Melchizedek, 
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your pronunciation either are correct.  It says that, “Levi, paid 

tithes to Melchizedek when Abraham met Melchizedek.”  Levi 

was not yet born.  Abraham was coming from war.  I mean, the 

High Priest Melchizedek and Abraham paid a tenth of a tithe to 

Melchizedek.  But the bible says it is showing the superiority of 

Christ’s priesthood over their Levitical priesthood.  And it says 

that Christ’s priesthood is superior to that Levitical priesthood 

because Levi paid tithe to Melchizedek and Levi was not yet 

born.  It says that Levi was in his great, great, great 

grandfather’s loin.  It says that Levi was in his grandfather’s 

loin, he was not yet born.  But the bible attributed the action to 

him even though his great, great grandfather acted.  His great, 

great grandfather’s action affected the seed that he was 

carrying.  Is as though somebody has a disease today, AIDS or 

whatever disease and within your lineage, within your loins, you 

have your seed there, your grandchildren; your great, great 

grandchildren and it’s as though your disease that you are 

carrying comes through you and affects your great, great, great, 

great grandchild.  Are you following what I’m saying?  

 

 So, the point is this, that at some point of time in man’s history, 

in man’s experience, the first man that was created did 

something that affected all.  I know God is all in all accountable 

and God is saying, “All is guilty.”  So, you see, sin there is not a 

verb, sin is a noun.  It’s a state in which one is born because of 

somebody’s action.  You see, I’m a Jamaican, not because I’m 

tall, dark and handsome, well.  And I can’t sing Bob Marley 

songs, right.  But I’m a Jamaican by birth.  I did not choose to be 

born in that Jamaica, my dad made that choice and mom made a 

choice.  But I came into Jamaica as a Jamaican by birth.  It’s not 

my action, it’s not personal actions that I’ve done.  It’s through 

birth.  For me to undo that, not be a Jamaican, I would have to 

apply for citizenship in another country.  I would have to change 

my status.  I would have to change my birth status.  Because 

legally, by law, I’m a Jamaican.  I was born in that state, I was 

born in that country.  Coming to America, Eddie Murphy.  I 

couldn’t resist that one.  But coming to America now, for me to 

become an American is not my action, my personal action or my 

accent is inconsequential to that.  I can try to speak like the 

Southerners or Northerners that still does not qualify me to be 

an American because I’m already a Jamaican by birth. 

 

00:09:59 
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 What would have to happen is that I would have to change my 

status, my citizenship.  You see, sin in this regard, not all sin is 

a state.  It’s a noun.  It’s not a verb.  So, Christ in dealing with 

this situation is trying to get us away from a state that we were 

all born in.  Not actions that we are currently committing and 

I’ll explain further.  What’s the time that I have?  When do I 

finish?  Ten minutes more.  Oh, wow.  Let’s speed it up.  Let’s 

speed it up.  So, listen it now, you may say that, why should God 

hold me accountable or responsible for something that somebody 

else did?  It is not that bad.  Okay, the angels are held 

accountable.  There’s no salvation provided for the angels.  Do 

you know that?  Man is the only being that God provided 

salvation for.  You know why?  Because when the angels sinned, 

they sin individually.  There were contrasts of what they were 

doing.  Each individual angel made a contrast choice to sin 

against God, so therefore, God said, as you use your will to sin 

against me, so therefore I will not provide for you any salvation.  

But because we were in Adam and we were not personally 

responsible, is a good thing.  So, Christ can now to die for all 

because of the fact that we did not do it individually.  Let me 

show you something in Romans.  I still have ten minutes.  Could 

you freeze it out there. 

 

Let me show you something in Romans chapters 5 and verse 18, 

“Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men 

to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free 

gift come upon all men unto justification and life.”  You see, 

because of a one man’s act, judgment and condemnation came, 

equally true because of another man’s act, the second Adam 

righteousness justification has come.  So, what has Christ has 

come to do is to remove us from the penalty.  So, the bible says, 

“No ease or a propitiation” that word means, to appease, to 

satisfy.  First John chapter 2 and verse 2 says, “He is our 

propitiation and not only for us, but for the entire world.”  The 

word propitiation in Romans chapter 3 means appease, means to 

satisfy.  In other words, the sacrificial death of Christ upon the 

cross has satisfied every demand of a just God.  So much so that 

this just God can show towards believe in sinners, those who 

trust in his son.  This God can now relieve us from guilt and it 

can pardon our sins because his justice has been satisfied 

through substitution or in death.  Because Christ died for us, 

God can now look upon us and pardon us, propitiation.  But let’s 

go back to Romans, all have sinned and come short of the glory 

of God.  Come short is also a past tense.  It’s a mistranslation of 
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the verb.  It actually, all sin and are falling short of the glory of 

God.  In other words, this is a continuous state.  It’s a present 

continuous tense.  That is the state that managed in today with 

God.  That’s why he talks early about the law.  That the law 

shows you what you are and what you should do but the law 

does not empower you to do that which you need to do.  So, you 

keep jumping trying to hit that mark and God keeps it 

hamartia.  Miss, hamartia.  Miss, hamartia.  It’s a present 

continuous tense.  All sin and keep coming short of God’s glory.  

So that’s why Christ come to move us from God’s wrath, move 

us, deliver us from the penalty, so that salvation in the past 

tense.  Now, you have salvation also in the present tense.  You 

see God not only delivered us from the penalty, God is delivering 

us from the power of sin because if He only delivered us from the 

penalty of sin, one can argue where is human responsibility and 

human accountability?  What about man’s act?  What about his 

personal sin?  You see, Romans chapter 6: 12-14, it says, “Let 

not sin of dominion over you because you are not under the law, 

but you are on the grace.”  Let not is what is known as a present 

imperative tense.  Imperative means, a command.  So, it’s 

something that God is commanding you to do.  You are being 

delivered; we are being delivered from the power of sin.  We are 

been delivered from the penalty but we have a responsibility to 

keep our self holy, spotless, be like Christ. 

 

00:15:04 

 

Put on the whole armor of God.  That’s our responsibility and 

you may say how do I do it?  Okay, I said earlier that the Lord 

tells us what to do but the Lord frustrates us because it does not 

give us the ability, the power to do that which he tells us to do.  

But when God said, “Let not sin of dominion over you.”  God 

says that work out your salvation with fear and trembling 

because it is God who are both (00:15:27) you with both will and 

to do of his good pledger.  Some say that, well, that says that you 

should work to get salvation, nothing of this sort.  He said work 

out.  It did not say work to get.  God is saying sin that you have 

this, work it out.  So, that is being delivered.  Don’t let sin 

dominate.  Don’t let it have mastery over your life and God says 

that the Lord tells you what to do but the Lord does not give you 

the power to do what he tells you to do, but now, I’m telling you 

that I am enabling you to do that which I ask of you to do. 
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 So, he says that when the Holy Ghost come, he shall give you 

power.  So, you are not powerless and you are not helpless and 

you cannot make the excuse and give the excuse, well, I’m just 

human.  You are more than human.  You are a human filled 

with God’s power, with God’s presence with the Holy Spirit.  You 

have been given the ability to do anything that God ask of us to 

do.  It gives us the ability to do it.  No excuse.  You may say how 

do I deal with personal sin in confession?  If you confess your 

sins, it’s faithful and you shall be judged.  All of us shall be held 

accountable for our action.  But you see, the believer’s judgment 

is deeper from the unsaid because in second Corinthians chapter 

5 and verse 10, it says that we shall all appear before the 

judgment seat of Christ.  Now, the word that is used for 

judgment seat, there is (00:16:57).  It was the place of reward.  It 

was not a place of judgment.  It was the place where the athletes 

were presented with their reward for what they had done. 

 

So, all our personal sin will come into account but it will not be 

the determining factor whether or not we are going to hell or 

heaven.  That has been settled on the cross by Jesus Christ 

because the death, the penalty of sin.  And lastly, we are being 

delivered from the penalty.  We are being, present continuous 

tense.  We are being delivered from the power of sin.  It should 

not dominate us.  But lastly, we shall be delivered from the very 

presence of sin.  So, that salvation in the past tense, present 

tense and in the future tense.  First John chapter 3 and verses 1 

and 2, “Behold, what manner of love the Father has bestowed 

upon us, that we should be called the sons of God.  It does not 

yet appear what we shall be, but we know that when we shall 

see him, we shall be like him because we shall see him as he is.”  

First John chapter 3:1 and 2, “we shall be like Christ because we 

shall see Him and we shall be like him.”  That’s the day in which 

salvation shall be complete in its past, in its present and in its 

future tense.  We shall be like him.  We shall be delivered from 

this sin cursed world and we shall beat sin. 

 

Second Corinthians chapter 3 and verse 18, “We shall be 

changed from glory to glory.”  The glory that we are falling short 

of the standard that Adam lost, there’s so much.  I know I’m 

going real fast because he has just poured in.  I’m not even using 

notes.  I’m just trying to get all of that as much as I possibly can.  

I’m just trying my best.  But the glory that Adam was crowned 

and was created and what’s lost and that’s what the glory that 

men keep falling short of irrespective of what make up.  I look 
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good because I have a lot of makeup.  They’re just like painting 

me.  I’m like oh, is it that bad?  But in many event, the glory 

that Adam was originally created in, that’s part of the glory that 

man is keep falling short of.  But when you see Christ, we shall 

be like him.  Second Corinthians chapter 3 and verse 18 says 

that we shall be changed from one glory to the next glory 

because we shall be delivered from sin and we shall ultimately 

be that which God has originally created us to be.  We are not 

there yet.  We are not what God want us to be yet but there is a 

goal, there’s a process and we just have to go through and keep 

going through.  And we cannot let sin deprive us or take away 

what God intend for us to have in from the beginning.  So, in 

closing, remember Christ has come.  He has delivered us from 

the penalty of sin.  He’s delivering us from the power of sin and 

the day is coming that he shall deliver us from the very presence 

of sin. 

 

00:20:03 

 

 Thank you for joining us at Brothers of the Word because 

brother, you need the Word. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was the 

message titled, “The Penalty, Power and Presence of Sin,” by 

Glendon Francis.  This message is number 6424.  That’s 6424.  

To listen to over a thousand free messages or to send this 

message number 6424 to a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.  

Listen to brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you’ll 

need the Word. 

 

(Music Playing 00:20:36 - 00:20:43) 

 

00:20:43 
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