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Jason Thomas: God’s faithfulness in the past has to fuel our confidence about 

our future. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.   This is the 

message titled “The Jesus Perspective” subtitled “The Head and 

Heart Agreement” by Jason Thomas.   This message is number 

6430, that’s 6430.   Listen to over a thousand free messages on 

brothersoftheword.com. 

 

(Music Playing: 00:00:23 - 00:00:51) 

 

Female: And now for 6430, “The Jesus Perspective - The Head and Heart 

Agreement.” 

 

Jason Thomas: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the 

word.  I’m excited to be here tonight but truth be told, I’m more 

excited that Jesus is with us tonight.  If you have your scripture, 

I encourage you to turn to the Gospel of Mark chapter 9, where 

is my hope and prayer that we’ll pull out our spiritual forks and 

knives and that will dig in a little deeper tonight.  Amen, 

because the truth doesn’t matter that this book that we love and 

believe in and are about to enter into is not merely words on a 

page but the scripture says about itself that all scripture is God 

grief and so it’s not just words on a page, it’s not just ache on a 

page but it’s truly breath on a page and I just want to pray that 

God will breath on his word in a way that he has in a while. 

 

 It’s my heart’s desire that we’re not gathered here merely 

because church is what we do on Thursday.  It’s my heart’s 

desire that we are here to encounter the presence of Jesus 

himself, that he will be a life to us, that he’ll give us something 

fresh, that he will allow our eyes to see wonderous things from 

his law and so we just trust that he will breath on this.  We 

trust that he will speak to our hearts, we trust that he will 

remove distractions and uproot burdens.  It’s our prayer that 

he’ll move even us out of the way and our own opinions, and our 

mindsets, and our hang-ups that as we come together, together 

at his feet, that we’ll be able to receive the unadulterated, 

infallible, (00:02:49) word of truth in our hearts.  Amen. 

 

The word of God declares in the Gospel according to Saint Mark 

in chapter 9 beginning in the 14th verse it says “When they 

came to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd around them 

and the teachers of the law arguing with them and as soon as all 
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the people saw Jesus, they were overwhelmed with wonder and 

ran to greet him.  What are you arguing with them about, he 

asked, and a man in the crowd answered, teacher, I brought you 

my son, who is possessed by a spirit that has robbed him of 

speech and whenever it seizes him, it throws him to the ground 

and he foams at the mouth, gnashing his teeth and becomes 

rigid.  I asked your disciples to drive out the spirit, but they 

could not.  And Jesus replied, you unbelieving generation, how 

long shall I stay with you?  How long shall I put up with you?  

Bring the boy to me.  And so, they brought him, and when the 

spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a convulsion 

and he fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the 

mouth.  Jesus asked the boy’s father, how long has he been like 

this?  And from childhood, he answered.  It has often thrown 

him into fire or water to kill him but if you can do anything, take 

pity on us and help us.  And Jesus said, if you can, everything is 

possible for one who believes.  And immediately the boy’s father 

exclaimed, I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief. 

 

And for our brief time together this evening, I just like to use it 

as a context that Jesus perspective head and heart agreement.  

The Jesus perspective.  Head and heart agreement.  And I love 

this passage of scripture.  This passage is like a good meal.  You 

got your chicken and your yams and your greens and your 

macaroni and your cornbread and your (00:04:47) over here or 

whatever your drink of choice is and it’s difficult to think about 

where to dig in.  You just have to jump in and go after it.  It’s 

something that we can never take God’s word lightly.  The 

scripture says about itself that we delight ourselves in the word 

of God. 

 

00:05:03 

 

It shouldn’t be out of obligation, not even out of routine but we 

should want to approach his word, we should want to enter into 

his presence because of gratitude that fuels out heart.  We 

should want to approach him and learn more of him simply for 

who he is, simply because we love him, simply because he 

pursued us when we were unpursuable.  We should go after him 

with this idea of just reckless event, say Jesus I trust you.  Jesus 

I can’t quite comprehend why you continue to come after me 

when I’m unfaithful to you.  I can’t quite understand how you 

continue to love me in spite of me, in spite of my stuff and my 

issues and my hang-ups. 
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If people often struggle with fulfilling God’s call on their life and 

just walk in or whatever they are divine God ordained purpose 

is because they have this wrestling on the inside, our hearts 

telling us one thing but our mind is challenging us in another 

way.  To just bring it home for some folks, one of the all time 

lyricists said that your body is here with me, but your mind is on 

the other side of town and oftentimes people’s hearts are in one 

place but their head might be totally checked out in somewhere 

different and Jesus is trying to bring us to a place where he says 

“My son, my daughter, these things are congruent, they go 

together” you got to understand how to enter into it and allow it 

to agree.  When Jesus first got my attention and we started our 

love affair with one another, I was a bit hard headed and I 

struggled with this challenge on myself because my mind was 

made up on what I  was going to do but my heart was torn and 

pulling me in a different direction and I’ll never forget it 

happened in a hotel room in East Lansing, Michigan where I’ve 

been accepted into the American Cultural Studies PHD Program 

and I flew up to Michigan and got snowed in and being a boy 

from Atlanta, snow was a foreign concept to me and when I got 

snowed in that night, I sat there in my bedroom and I 

experienced something that I had never experienced before.  

And there was a  washing over me is the best way I can describe 

it through the love of the Father and what I decided in my heart 

was “Lord, I’m going my way, my mama was an educator, my 

grandparents were educators, education is in my blood.  It oozes 

out of me.  That’s what I’m going to do.”  And God said, “Oh 

really?  Let me just freeze things over real quick to let lay your 

head down for a little while longer.”  But I wrestled with this 

dichotomy and it took breaking, and it took me coming to the 

end of myself and truly surrendering and yielding and say, “God 

whatever it is in me that you can use, use it for your glory.”  

There are three big ideas that we are going come around tonight 

and I just want to give them to you upfront. 

 

The first idea, is less information and more activation, less 

information and more activation.  We are going to come around 

on these ideas but I just want lay them out as we get started.  

The second is, our response to Jesus is determined by our beliefs 

about Jesus.  The way we respond to Jesus is strictly based on 

our beliefs about him because the response comes as a result of 

belief.  And the third major idea that we are going to wrestle 

with tonight is that, God’s faithfulness, somebody say faithful, 
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somebody say faithful.  God’s faithfulness in our past should 

give us the fuel that we need to propel us and give us confidence 

in our future.  God’s faithfulness in the past has to fuel our 

confidence about our future.  So, big idea number one, less 

information more application.  If we can be honest wherever we 

are in our walk with Jesus tonight, if we have been walking with 

him for a long time or if we just said yes to him a few days ago 

or few hours ago, a lot of us if we will be honest with ourselves, 

we don’t need much more information because a lot of people 

aren’t really acting out the truth that they do know, amen?  Less 

information and more activation.  I love it how Paul said in 

Philippians chapter 4.  Paul was just, hey, this is what it is.  

This is who I am.  I’m just putting it out there so you can 

understand.  Clearly, Paul said in Philippians 4 verse 9 

“Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or 

seen in me, put it into practice.  Put it into practice.  You can 

have the most wonderful gifted, brilliant cultures in the world 

who can drop the most dynamic plays but if the players don’t go 

out and execute, it’s all for naught.  And Paul said, whatever it 

is that you’ve learned and studied and heard and see, put it into 

practice.  Well, you know pastor, one day I’ll put it into practice.  

Less information and more application.  Followers of Jesus, we 

know what we need to do because when we step into this 

dimension of just this mentality of living in us is where Jesus 

want us to live and reside.  It’s us, we are the church, the big C, 

we are the body of Christ.  But when we don’t understand of 

agree with something, we step over on this side and we start 

talking about them and they. 

 

00:10:06 

 

And I don’t know who came up with that and them.  But God 

desires for us to come into this family, to be us, to be we, because 

we is greater than me.  We are part of God’s family, and so we 

know what needed to do.  We all know the great commandment, 

to love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind, soul and 

strength and love your neighbor as yourself.  Love with 

everything that you’ve got.  Well, I don’t feel like love in the day.  

Love isn’t a feeling.  Amen, married people.  Love is a choice.  

We got to love with everything that we have.  We know what to 

do, we just got to activate it.  Less information, more activation.  

Spouses know what they need to do.  Some of you all have 

spouses who might love to nag or their rendition of it maybe 

lovingly remind, but most of us know what we need to do and it’s 
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simple stuff.  It’s just acting upon the start, speaking one 

another’s love language.  Take the time to go out on a date, take 

the time to iron your clothes and make the effort to get you sexy 

on a little bit.  But we know what we need to do but it’s not 

enough for us to simply know, we got to do something with what 

we know, amen?  Less information more activation. 

 

Recently, a group of guys that I sort of do life with.  We’ve been 

journeying through the Book of Acts.  And I just love how 

intentional Paul is in understanding his life’s calling and 

mission.  Paul doesn’t waste one iota of time.  Paul will go to one 

place and be on assignment to teach and they say, “Paul it’s a 

little rough here.  You might want to do something else.”  He 

was like catch you all later.  I’ll be back.  He moves on to the 

next stop.  Paul didn’t waste his time to say, well, somebody 

need to contain them.  Paul was like no, my time is precious.  

And so, while we’re arguing and fussing and griping and 

moaning and complaining and murmuring and all these things, 

the work of God still needs to be done and we have to activate it.  

Less information, more activation. 

 

Idea number two.  We said that our response to Jesus is 

determined by our beliefs about Jesus.  Now, if Jesus ever hits 

you with this question combo, you might want to buckle down 

and get ready.  If He comes at you and says, son who do men say 

that I am?  And you said, well, actually they say that, thou art.  

Okay, okay.  But who do you say that I am?  Thou art the 

Messiah.  If he hits you with the double punch on most of those 

two questions, then you need to really be prepared in your heart 

to meet him there because we’re all the products of our core 

belief system.  My favorite verse here, I got a lot of favorite 

verses but we don’t’ have time to really dig in like I want, but 

verse 15 is where I want to put our stake in the ground for 

tonight.  It says, as soon as all the people saw Jesus, they were 

overwhelmed with wonder and they ran to greet Him.  They 

were overwhelmed with wonder.  Now, just consider with me for 

a second, this begs the question.  How do we respond when we 

encounter Jesus?  How do we respond when we feel His 

presence?  How do we respond when He put something in our 

heart to do?  Is this something that we grab ahold of and say, 

yes sir, I’m on it or do we allow ourselves to operate in fear and 

begin to make excuses about, well, you know I really hadn’t 

planned to – but we have to be able to get to that point where we 

become overwhelmed.  It’s my prayer that every single day that 
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I’m overwhelmed with wonder.  I never want to lose that awe 

and that respect and just that understanding of His majesty.  I 

never want to get so familiar that things seem common.  So, how 

we respond to God is the result of what we believe about God. 

 

Recently, I was introduced to a song by a group called 

Housefires and the song is simply called “Good, Good Father” 

and it just recites over and over and I’m not a singer so don’t 

expect me to hit a note up here.  But it says that you’re a good 

good father.  That’s who you are.  That’s who you are.  That’s 

who you are, and I’m loved by You.  That’s who I am.  That’s 

who I am.  That’s who I am.  And it goes on to say that you are 

perfect in all of your ways.  You’re perfect in all of your ways.  

You’re perfect in all of your ways to us and some of us need to 

take the time to just speak over our lives.  We need to sing the 

Word of God over our lives to replace all of the garbage that has 

been programed in us.  Things that just have been that we don’t 

want have to walk around and make excuses for. 

 

Recently, I was at work and an issue came up and I knew that I 

was the man who had dropped the ball.  I was the bad kink in 

the chain and I said, I can try to pass the buck on this or I could 

just man up and go to my bosses and hey, I made a mistake, my 

notes tomorrow it’s Friday. I do enjoy getting a paycheck.  I love 

working for you all but I certainly will understand of my slip up 

has caused some issues.  But I went to a man to man and said, 

hey, it was me. 

 

00:15:01 

 

I don’t know how many sport fans we got in the building but I 

just love it when you see basketball players who admit to being 

the ones who fouled the guy.  Because in 30 seconds, they’re 

going to show in slow motion and you’re going to see how to do it 

almost clothesline the head off, but you know some people just 

say, hey, it was me.  My bad.  My bad.  And we have to be able to 

identify with Jesus, when he invades our life, when He 

intersects our life.  We want to make sure that we approach Him 

with the awe and the wonder that He deserves. So, our response 

to Jesus is determined by our beliefs about Jesus. 

 

Third idea is that God’s faithfulness in the past should fuel our 

confidence about the future.  In the story, Jesus was in the 

process of gathering some information and the best way to 
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gather information is ask questions.  And the thing I love about 

it is, in these verses that we read, every statement that’s in red 

is a question.  When Jesus shows up on the things, He says, 

what are you arguing with them about?  Jesus is gathering 

information and they tell Him and he calls them unbelieving 

and trifling and all that kind of stuff, but He says, “How long 

shall I stay with you, how long shall I put up with you?”  Just 

think for a minute about that sometimes I’m sure most of us 

know this story and we just breeze over it, but just think of 

Jesus came to you and said, Dexter, how long shall I have to put 

up with you?  How long am I going to have put up with the same 

stuff that I’ve been talking to you about for years and years and 

years and years and you continue to not believe?  How long do I 

have put up with you?  And some of us want to take the time 

and say, God just give one more time.  I promise.  Let me just 

get it out my system and I’ll be good.  I promise, promise, 

promise God.  You save out of this and I’ll be good.  But He says 

how long will I put with you?  But he asked the boy’s father; he 

said, how long has he been like this?  And the father thought 

and he say, “man, it’s been a long time.”  He’s been struggling 

with this thing since he was a kid, since he was a baby.  And I 

love the fact that – we don’t have time to dig into it but the spirit 

robs him of his speech where he couldn’t talk, where couldn’t 

communicate.  And the truth of the matter is a lot our children 

have been possessed by that spirit, where they don’t’ know 

exactly how to communicate so they choose to act it out, they 

choose to be disobedient and rebellious and he goes to the father 

to say, how long has been happening?  Bro, you need to man up, 

you shouldn’t allow this to take place in your house on your 

watch.  And the daddy say, hey, it’s been happening since 

childhood.  I don’t’ know what to do but God has been faithful 

the entire time. 

 

I love how the scripture reminds us of these stones of 

remembrance and all of us have our own stone.  God has given 

us all our own personal stones that we have to look back 

sometimes to see the marks, to see how yeah.  I remember the 

faithfulness that I saw in my grandparents.  I remember the 

sacrifice that I saw on the last of my parents and now, I see how 

you save me and heal me and forgiven me and delivered me, 

pushed me out of my comfort zone, protecting me, provided for 

me, helped me when I didn’t deserve to be helped and God says, 

I’ve been faithful. Don’t start doubting now when you can 

always look back to see my footsteps.  You can see my thumpers, 
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you can see that I’ve been with you the entire time. So, if we’re 

ever going to effectively cause our head and heart to allow Him, 

we got to take some time to simply rest and remember.  We got 

to remember the truth of the gospel, that’s our strength.  Our 

faith shouldn’t be shaken by what we see on CNN or read on the 

New York Times.  His word assure it never changes.  We have to 

go back some time where our minds begin to get troubled, we 

say, let’s say what Jesus has to say about it and allow that to be 

the thing that drives us and motivates us.  Sometimes, we have 

to rest and remember the fathers and the mothers of the faith.  

We have to look back upon their lives and draw strength and 

draw power and draw peace from what He has done in their life.  

And then there are other times where you just have to look back 

on your own story of God’s faithfulness in your life.  And there 

are times where it’s very tempting where your heart says, God I 

want to believe you but your head says, Jesus if you were here 

my brother would not have died.  God if you were real, if you 

love me, if you were true then why could this happen to me?  

And some people get hung up and stuck.  But Jesus is simply 

saying, trust me enough to bring those two together.  Give me 

your head, give me your heart, give me your passion, give me 

your zeal because those are all things that I can use for your 

good. 

 

Jesus, we thank you for this night, God, we thank you that your 

ways are not like our ways.  We thank you that your thoughts 

are not like our thoughts and Jesus, I just -- I pray that you’ll 

just steer us, that you move us from glory to glory, that you’ll 

push us from faith to faith, that you’ll challenge us in our 

innermost being God. 

 

00:20:09 

 

That we’ll trust you more, that we’ll believe you for more, that 

we’ll enlarge our capacity of our hearts and our spirits to receive 

what it is that you have for us.  We want our hearts and our 

heads to come in alignment with your Word and your truth not 

merely for ourselves Lord God but to affect the generation in 

which you’ve called us.  And so, God, it’s our prayer Lord God 

that you make us to be a kingdom people that you’ll allow faith 

to rise up in our hearts that you’ll reignite the passion when we 

first believed. 
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Father, it’s our prayer Lord God that we return to our first love, 

that we find our faith and our hope, and our trust, and our 

confidence in you and in you alone.  Father, I thank you for 

upholding us.  I thank you for strengthening us, Lord God.  I 

thank you for giving us peace in our hearts.  I thank you for 

provoking us towards love and good words.  I thank you Lord 

God for making us uncomfortable with average.  I thank you for 

pushing us beyond the status quo.  I thank you Lord God for just 

reigniting our love for you in our hearts.  God, apart from you, 

we can do nothing.  We place our strength and our hope and our 

trust completely in you.  Lord God teach us to number our days, 

teach us to harken our hearts the wisdom.  Teach us to keep our 

eyes focus on you as you continue to write the story of our lives. 

 

Help us Lord God not be distracted and discouraged and turned 

away by the things that we encounter in our lives.  But God, we 

thank you that you are not like men.  I thank you for your 

faithfulness to us.  God, I thank you for you love towards us.  

And God, I thank you for the seed that you’ve deposited in all of 

our hearts tonight.  God, let that truth continue to germinate in 

our hearts.  Help us to walk in new dimensions, oh God.  Help us 

to experience new levels in you.  Give us new passions Lord God.  

Give us new and fresh and refocus and renewed and revived 

dreams.  Thank you, Lord God, for waking us up from our sleep 

and placing your passion within us again.  God, we love you with 

everything that we have and we trust you to complete 

everything that you have started in our lives and it’s our prayer 

that we continue to glorify you in everything that we think, do, 

and say.  We ask these things in Jesus’ name.  And the people of 

God said, amen, amen, amen. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is the message 

titled “The Jesus Perspective” subtitled, “The Head and Heart 

Agreement” by Jason Thomas.  This message is number 6430, 

that’s 6430.  Listen to over a thousand free messages or to send 

this message number 6430 to a friend, go to 

brothersoftheword.com.  Listen to brothersoftheword.com often 

because brother, you need the word. 

 

(Music Playing 00:24;02 - 00:24:09) 

 

00:24:09 
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