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Brian Allen: When you fix your eyes on Jesus, when you look unto the Lord, 

hallelujah, the author and the finisher of your faith, he’ll come 

through for you every time. 

 

Female: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com.  This is the message 

titled, “Finish The Race”, by Brian Allen.  This message is number 

6432.  That’s 6432.  Listen to over a thousand free messages on 

BrothersoftheWord.com. 

 

(Music Playing:  00:00:20- 00:00:50) 

 

 And now for 6432, “Finish The Race.” 

 

Brian Allen: Welcome to Brothers of the World, because brother, you need the 

word.  Well, let’s go to the word of God and see what the word has 

to say for us.  Would you mind turning with me today in the Book 

of Hebrews?  The Book of Hebrews and let’s go over to Chapter 12.  

Hebrews Chapter 12, hallelujah.  Now, the writer in Hebrews 

eloquently defines Christ as our High Priest of Christianity.  

There’s some nuggets in here that I want us to dig out that we 

can put in our spiritual toolbox, amen.  In Hebrews Chapter 12, 

I’m going to read for your hearing verses, one through three.  And 

then, let’s see what the spirit of the Lord is saying to the church.  

Someone say, I’m the church and the spirit is speaking expressly 

to the church, amen.  Hebrews 12:1-3, “Wherefore seeing we also 

are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay 

aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and 

let us run with patience the race that is set before us.  looking 

unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy 

that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, 

and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.  For 

consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against 

himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.”  Amen.  May 

the Lord have a blessing to the reading and hearing and doing of 

His work. 

 

 I would like to speak with you today if I could.  From the context 

of finished the race.  Finish the race, do we have athletes among 

us today?  Perhaps lacrosse, golf, basketball, where are the 

athletes at?  Football, amen, amen.  Can I tell you something?  

Every one of you is an athlete.  Everyone is an athlete because the 

scripture said what?  We’re supposed to run this race, hallelujah.  

So, I want you to get your running shoes on because it’s time to 

run for Jesus, hallelujah.  The Bible said that we have to run this 
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race and so today I want to encourage you saint, to finish the race, 

amen, finish the race.  Now, in order to finish the race, we need 

to understand from the word of God, what it is that we need to do.   

How we need to attend in this race?  How we need to train for this 

race?  So, let’s see if we can dig out some nuggets in Hebrews 12:1-

3, that will give us the skill set that we need for this race.  Amen, 

hallelujah.  The first thing that we see is that, we’re surrounded 

by what?  A great cloud of witnesses.  Now, these witnesses aren’t 

necessarily standing on the sideline.  But from the figurative 

standpoint, I want you to see these patriarchs.  These people that 

have went before us.  These apostles, these evangelists, these 

pastors, these teachers, the old landmark. 

  

 I want you to see them on the sidelines saying to you, “you can 

make it, run on,” amen.  Tell your neighbor run on.  Yes, because 

you’re in a race and it’s very important that you finish this race.  

I’m not concerned what place you come in.  No, no, no, we’re not 

going to give a first place, a second place, a third place.  We’re not 

going to hand out bronze, gold, or silver.  But let me tell you 

something, at the end of this race, there is a reward, hallelujah.  

There is a reward, so I want you to run this race.  I remember 

growing up, my sister, I only have one sister.  My older sister she 

lettered in basketball, flag football, softball.  She was a track star, 

I mean, she had it going on.  And I remember asking her, “What 

makes you successful as an athlete?”  She said, “it’s dedication, 

it’s also preparation.”  She said, “what I would do in terms of 

track, I would see the start before the start and I’d see the finish 

before I got there.”  See, by the spirit this is what we have to do 

as Christians.  We have to see the beginning, at some point in 

time, you stood before the Lord and quoted Romans 10:9-10, 

right?  You confessed with your mouth the Lord Jesus.  You 

believe in your heart God raised him from the dead and that 

means you’re saved, okay?  That was the start.  But honey we got 

ways to go before the finish.  So, we need some fuel, we need some 

energy, we need some tactics in order to run this race. 

 

00:05:01 

 

 And I believe that the word of God are the tactics and the 

information that we need.  Well, why do you say that Minister?  I 

say that because the grass withers and the flowers fade, but the 

word of God shall stand forever.  I say that because the word of 

God is like a hammer that breaks the rocks in pieces.  I say that 

because the word of God is quick, sharper than any two-edged 
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sword.  Powerful, cutting to the division of soul and spirit, joints 

and marrow, it’s a discern of the thoughts and the intense of the 

heart.  Here’s our instruction for the race.  Now, let’s dig and see 

what those instructions are.  We see we’re surrounded by a great 

cloud of witnesses.  And then, if you look in verse 1, here’s our 

first set of instructions for running this race successfully.  Let us 

lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, 

let us.  Oh, dear Heavenly Father, I’ve been resting(ph) and I don’t 

want to smoke but I just keep on going and get this cigarette, let 

us.  Oh, Lord I had a drink today but you know I’m trying to put 

this liquor and this alcohol, let us.  He’s empowered you to lay it 

down.  For what we have to do is born again believers is we have 

to use that unction of the Holy Spirit and the power that has God 

given in us to lay it aside.  We’re crying out Lord, take this, do 

this, do this.  And he’s sitting at the right hands side of the throne 

of God thinking I’ve given you power at the cross at Calvary, when 

I said, “it is finished, I meant it’s finished.”  Carry(ph) on the 

work, you got to finish this race.  So, the Bible says, “let us lay 

aside.”  Now, there’s something that we have to lay aside, 

hallelujah.  The weight and the sin because we can’t run in this 

race with the weight and the sin.  You see this is not a sprint is 

it?  Oh, no, no, no.   This is a marathon.  See, the sprint is a quick 

run, quick start, quick finish and you’re done.  But the marathon 

runner, they got to set a pace.  They have to run a long time and 

far great distance. 

 

 Is Gerald(ph) here?  I think I need someone to help.  Is Gerald 

available?  Gerald, could you come down?  I want to demonstrate 

something if I could about this race.  You see I mentioned that 

we’re in a marathon, amen.  A marathon runner runs a little bit 

different from a sprinter.  The marathon runner sets their pace 

10 to 15 seconds per mile, slower than their goal marathon pace 

for the first three to four miles.  It’s called a negative split.  They 

run slower at first, right?  If you research every world record 

that’s been accomplished from 1,500 meters to the marathon, it 

has been set running negative splits.  There’s a lot of things that 

have happened in your life and they were negative.  But, how 

many of you know that God will take what the enemy meant for 

that and He’ll do what?  He’ll turn it around for good.  So, don’t 

worry about the negative things because the marathon runner 

runs at a negative split but still is able to set records, hallelujah. 

 

Now, go back to Hebrews 12.  Hey Gerald, God bless you.  Do you 

work out?  Are you strong?  Are you sure?  Okay, because the Bible 
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tells us that we have to lay something aside.  Sin and weight, sin 

and weight.  Hold on one second, I got my backpack, okay.  Come 

on get in, get in.  Come on get in, get in that backpack, put that 

arm in.  There you, now come on.  Are you all right?  I’ll help you.  

Oh, my Lord.  Whew, you said you worked out?  That’s a lot of 

weight isn’t it?  Yeah, kind of.  Gerald, what do you think about 

running a marathon with that kind of weight on?  See, that’s the 

kind of weight that we would use if we’re training for like a 

triathlon.  But in a marathon, you don’t want weight.  I believe 

that’s why the Bible said, “lay aside the weight and the sin.”  Lay 

it aside so you can run.  Gerald, let me see what you got here.  

Now, this might now be your issue but you’re demonstrating.  

What do you got?  Oh, my Lord, goodness.  How are you going to 

run a marathon with this?  This is heavy, unforgiveness.  

Somebody said something to me and it hurt my feelings.  They 

didn’t hug my neck when I came to church.  I thought it was my 

week to lead the song.  Why sister (00:09:08) get it?  A weight, a 

weight.  The Bible said, you got to lay aside, you got to lay it aside.  

The weight, hallelujah and the sin which just easily beset us.  

You’re a little lighter?  How are you still dealing with some 

things? 

 

 Let me help you up Brother Gerald.  Oh, my Lord what are you -

- Lord, Gerald.  What are you --? Oh wee, envy, jealousy, lay aside 

the sin and the weight.  Well, he always gets to sing the song at 

the holiday party.  When’s it going to be my turn?  I’m anointed.  

How come I don’t get to pray this week?  Envy, jealous, if you look 

in the Book of Proverbs 18:16, you’ll see the word of the Lord that 

says, “A man’s gift will make room for him, and bring him before 

great men.” 

 

00:10:02 

 

 There’s too many times that we want to make run for our gift.  We 

want to push, we want to jump, we want to shove, we want to 

elbow, we want to -- hey see me!  You don’t make room for your 

gift; your gift makes room for you.  When you get a chance and go 

home over the Book of Zacharia I believe its Chapter 4:6.  It says, 

“Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord.” 

You see, we’ve got to lay aside the sin and the weight of the envy 

and jealousy.  We got to put it aside because we’re in a marathon 

and God wants us to be (00:10:32).  Are you able to go now?  Can 

you run now?  Or you’re still way down?  You still got a little 

something, let’s see if I can help you out.  Oh, my Lord how are 
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you going to run a marathon for Jesus with this?  What?  Peer 

pressure, peer pressure.  Come on you’re an athlete.  You want to 

get juice stuff I got something that will make you run faster, be 

stronger.  Hey, I got some (00:10:56).  Come on, after school today.  

Check me out I got that (00:10:59) man.  Hey, you ever hear 

molly(ph), it makes you feel good.  No! It won’t, it’s a lie from the 

pit of hell.  It’s a weight lay it aside, the sin and weight. 

 

So, the first thing that we see in our instructions for running this 

race.  What do we have to do?  We got to lay it aside.  And the 

Bible is saying us, us, you and I.  We have to lay it aside.  Thank 

you, brother I think you’re ready to run, aren’t you?  Oh, look at 

that.  Hallelujah!  Hey, Gerald, you can run and not feel weary, 

walking in our faith.  Those that wait upon the Lord shall renew 

their strength.  Hallelujah! Hallelujah!  So, our first set of 

instructions, we have to travel light.  Hallelujah!  We have to 

travel light.  Lay aside the weight in the sin which would so easily 

to beset us.  Let’s see what else the word says for this marathon 

race.  verse 2 “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our 

faith.”  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith.  

In order to run this race, in order to make(ph) in this marathon 

you’ve got to look to Jesus.  And I know big mama can get a prayer 

through.  Hallelujah! I know when you really need to make sure 

that that prayer gets to the (00:12:14) room of God that big mama 

can do it.  But sometimes, you know what?  Big mama might not 

be available.  The Bible says in Psalms 27:10, “When my father 

and mother forsake me, then who the Lord shall take me up.”  

You’ve got to be able to look unto Jesus the author and the 

finisher of your faith.  Look with me in 2 Chronicles 20, 2 

Chronicles 20.  This was the invasion of Judah.  Jehoshaphat was 

the leader and word came to Jehoshaphat that the Ammonites, 

the Moabites and the people from Mount Seir, were going to come 

and take them over.  And in verse 3, he shows that he was little 

concerned. 

 The Bible said, “And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek 

the Lord, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah.”  Why 

you’re on this race that you must finish, there’s going to be some 

times when things will come and you might be a little afraid.  

There’s going to be some times when things will come and they 

will challenge you and they will challenge your faith, but what 

did Jehoshaphat do?  He turned his face to the Lord and begin to 

fast.  When you begin to fast and turned your (00:13:12) over what 
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your saying is “(00:13:15) you’re not going to eat.  You get three 

square meals; you get a snack.  But you know what?  For a couple 

of days, I’m shutting you down.  Hallelujah!  The Lord told 

Rebekah about the two nations within her. 

 He said that the older one is going to serve the younger one.  The 

older is our flesh man, the younger is our spirit.  The older must 

come under the subjection to the younger but you’ve got to fuel 

the younger.  You’ve got to fuel younger through prayer, through 

praise, through worship, through fasting.  You’ve got to set the 

time aside so that you can hear clearly what the Lord wants you 

to do.  He wants to answer you he said, “My eyes are the righteous, 

and my ears is open unto their prayers.”  When you get in your 

prayer class and trust God, he’ll hear you and he’ll answer you. 

Jehoshaphat proclaims the fast.  Then I like in verse 7, he began 

to explain how mighty the Lord is.  He said, “Art not thou our 

God, who didst drive out the inhabitants of this land before thy 

people Israel, and gavest it to the seed of Abraham thy friend 

forever?”  He’s reminding God of his awesomeness.  When you get 

in your prayer class and you begin to pray the word of God, when 

you begin to give God’s word back to him.  He said, he watches 

over his word to perform it.  It won’t return unto him void, it will 

accomplish that which he please, it will prosper in the area 

whereto he sends the word of God.  Jehoshaphat begins to pray 

the word of God.  And then in verse 12, he comes to this 

summation, “Our God, wilt thou not judge them? for we have no 

might against this great company that cometh against us; neither 

know we what to do: but our eyes are upon thee.”  Hallelujah!  

 When we go back to Hebrews that says, “Looking unto Jesus.  

Looking unto Jesus.”  I know a lot of times that we want to run to 

a friend and neighbor.  Somebody that we can lean on.  Someone 

that will have a listening ear, but I’m telling you right now there’s 

a friend that sticks closer than a brother and his name is Jesus. 

00:15:01 

We have to look onto Jesus.  When you fix your eyes on Jesus.  

When you look onto the Lord.  Hallelujah!  The author and the 

finisher of your faith, he’ll come through for you every time.  Oh, 

you know that song.  He may not come when you want him, but 

he’ll be there right on time. He’s an on-time God, yes, he is.  He’s 

an on-time God, yes, he is.  He’s an on-time God, yes, he is.  He 

may not come when you want him, but he’ll be there right on time.  

He’s an on-time God, yes, he is.  Hallelujah!  Point number two in 
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this marathon race.  Point number one, you got to lay aside the 

weight and the sin.  Point number two, you must look to Jesus.  

Hallelujah!  There’s no other way, look to Jesus.  Okay, let’s dig 

out some more instruction.  Verse 2, we see looking unto Jesus 

the author and finisher of our faith.  Who for the joy that was set 

before him endured the cross.  The joy that was set before him, 

he’s getting ready to be crucified, whipped, pierced, put a thorns 

on his head.  Where is the joy in that?  The joy was set before him. 

 Perhaps that was he saw a young man born in Minneapolis, came 

to Atlanta, attended school (00:16:29) and after college got with 

the wrong crowd.  Perhaps he saw that young man with the 

calling on his (00:16:34).  But the young man didn’t know because 

he was so busy to cocaine, alcohol all the things in the world, was 

mixed up and confused.  Perhaps there was a joy that he saw you.  

In your lowest state knowing that there were things that he was 

going to need to break off in your life and to destroy.  Perhaps there 

was a joy because he knew that there was some generation of 

curses down the line.  Great grandpa drunken, grandpa drunken, 

daddy is drunken, now what?  Perhaps there was a joy knowing 

that at his (00:16:59) his body was (00:17:01) in to the earth that 

God was get a marvelous (00:17:02).  Hallelujah!  There was a joy 

set before him yet and still he had to endure.  Church in this race 

you must be willing to endure.  Look at John 16:33 really quick, 

as we talk about enduring.  John 16:33 “These things I have 

spoken unto you that in me you might have peace.”  Where might 

you have peace?  Again, looking to Jesus.  In Him, you might have 

peace.  “In the world you shall have tribulation: but be of good 

cheer; because I overcome the world.”  Hallelujah! 

 Jesus is letting us know in this world there’s going to be 

sometimes when you’re going to kneel down and say, “Lord, I don’t 

know how I am going to make it.” There’s going to be sometimes 

were you might not even feel like getting up and coming to church.  

There’s going to be sometimes for as a leader you might not feel 

like a leader but a call of God is in your life and you must fulfill 

it.  In this world, you have some tribulation, you have some 

struggled, you some problems but be a good cheer.  Hallelujah!  

Because I overcame the world.  So, if the overcoming victory is 

within with you as a born-again believer through faith Jesus 

Christ, guess what?  Then you’ve overcome the world, where in 

the world but were not of the world.  So, this is another key 

element for how were going to run this successful marathon, we 

have to endure to the end.  Hallelujah!  To endure, what is that 

mean?  It means what is not comfortable, Amen?  It means when 
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everybody is calling at you everyone wants something and you 

constantly give out, constantly giving out and then in your prayer 

class, you said, “But what about me God?”  I need a word.  

Hallelujah!  And God is so faithful because you’re always bringing 

that word that times of refreshing come from presence of the Lord 

and he’ll never leaved you without sometimes of refreshing 

because he loves you.  We have to endure.  Hallelujah!  (00:18:46) 

may endure for a night but church on here to tell you something 

“Good morning.”  Hallelujah!  We been may endure for night but 

joy, joy comes in the morning time.  And the joy of the Lord, it is 

your strength.  The joy of the lord, it is your strength.  So, we see 

that in order to run this marathon we have to lay aside every 

weight and sin.  Hallelujah!  We’ve got a run with patients and 

we must be willing to endure.  Let’s dig out some more.  Thank 

you, Lord. 

 

Verse 3.  “For consider him that endured such contradiction of 

sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your 

minds.”  Lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.  That’s what 

church it is so important to meditate upon the word.  Hide Gods 

word in your heart that you’ll not sin against Him.  I know 

sometimes you get ready after the days done.  You’ve taking care 

of the children, you’ve washed the clothes, you folded them 

everyone’s bed, everyone is put to bed and now there’s that quite 

time for you to get in the work and the moment you open it up.  

I’ll bind your sleepy devil.  Don’t bind the sleepy devil.  When the 

Lord wakes you up at five o’clock in the morning give him that 

choice of time.  Hallelujah!  Tied your day before you step in to 

the day with the Lord.  Give him that sign, where you’re alert, 

you’re energetic.  Hallelujah. 

 

00:20:04 

 

And you can sit before him and read his word and prepare for the 

day because the time to be prepare is not the time to get prepared.  

I see people coming into work and eight o’clock is the start time, 

they come in at 8:14 because there’s a window of 15 minutes right 

to get there and then they get their coffee, and they get their tea 

and they get their bagel, then they want to talk about their week 

either what’s happening in sports and by the time they actually 

sit down, getting ready to focus on and it’s a quarter to nine.  I’m 

open out of the house every morning by 6:30, I’m getting to work, 

I’m beating the traffic, I’m getting there, I’m getting set-up so that 

I can start my day.  Who wants to start their day and then always 
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try to catch up to the day?  You hear people, oh there’s just not 

enough time in a day.  No there’s plenty of time, your just not 

utilizing your time effectively. 

 

 For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners 

against himself, lest ye be wearied in faith.  God wants you to be 

strengthen in your mind, God wants you to be strengthen in your 

spirit, and God wants you to be strengthen in your body.  My wife 

got on this thing for exercise and boy I’m telling you; you know 

how to (00:21:08) response to support our wives, right?  I do 

support, I don’t go to Krispy Kreme as often.  She’s been working 

out, walking, lifting those weights and I said do it, Jesus. 

Hallelujah!  But God wants us to be strengthen in our bodies.  

How are we going to run this marathon with weight, with 

concerns, with things on our mind and we’re just organized at 

home.  Do you know that there was a study that came out and 

this study said, that the average American looks for things that 

belongs to them?  Fourteen days out of the year.  Where are my 

keys?  You see the keys?  Where are my Bible?  Where are my 

Bible?  Where are my phone?  Who moved the phone?  That’s why 

we should have a place for everything and everything in its place.  

 

 Could you imagine going on a vacation and coming back and 

someone says, “What did you do for fourteen days?” “Nothing, I 

just look for stuff.”  Fourteen days.  Out of 365, the study said 

people spend looking for stuff that they already own.  Hallelujah.  

That’s a lot of time.  So, we have to be more organize in our pursuit 

for Christ, Amen.  Take time to organize where your things are 

going to be, get a place that you’re going to place things so that 

you know whether at -- if you lose them, you know where to first 

look at least, right?  We’ve got to be ready for this marathon race 

that we’re in, and in order to be ready for this marathon race, we 

must be organize, we must be willing to lay aside every way in 

the sin which would still easily be set us.  Now, consider Him that 

endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be 

wearied and faint in your minds. 

 

 And I’d say in Chapter 40:31, the scripture tells us that, “Those 

that wait upon the Lord, shall renew their strength.”  You wait 

upon the Lord in a couple of different ways, you can wait by being 

a server on (00:22:54) and find out, “Lord, how can I serve you by 

serving others.”  We’re supposed to esteem one another better 

than ourselves.  Take time on a Saturday, maybe someone needs 

their long cut, maybe someone sick and (00:23:06) needs some 
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errands run.  Take time to serve the body of Christ.  There’s 

nothing better than serving the body of Christ, wait upon the Lord 

and you’ll renew your strength and then there’s another way and 

that’s the way where we be still and know that he is God.  You’ve 

got some decisions coming up this week that you need to make 

and you’re asking the Lord, “Which way should I go?”  But you’re 

not spending enough time just being quite for Him to speak to you 

to tell you the direction.  Sometimes we get so busy in life, so many 

things are buying for our attention, buying for our ear, buying for 

our spirit but there have to be a time when we just get on our faith 

and we are still before the Lord.  Wait on the Lord ang He’ll renew 

your strength and then He promises what?  You mount up with 

the wings like an Eagle.  Hallelujah 

 

 That’s the strength that you need to run this marathon and when 

you run this marathon, understand that Jesus is with you.  He 

said He never leave you nor forsake you, he’s with you always 

even until the end of time.  Look with me in second Timothy 4:8, 

I want you to be encourage because as you endure to this 

marathon race, there is something that you’re going to be 

rewarded with and the word of the Lord says, “Henceforth, there’s 

a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 

shall give me at that day, and not only to me, but to all them also 

that loved His appearing,” I want you to know the day church, 

that you’re in a race, I want you to know that we’re not going to 

give out prizes.  Hallelujah.  You’re not going to get a ribbon but 

at the end of this race.  Hallelujah.  Jesus said in John 14, “I’m 

going to prepare a place for you, that where I’m at, there you may 

be also.”  He said, “In my Father’s house are many mansions.  If 

it were not so, I would have told you.”  You see, at the end of this 

race, hallelujah, there’s a crown that it’s going to put your head. 

I want you to remember that, there’s a great cloud or witnesses.  

Hallelujah.  They’ve already made it.  They’ve already kept the 

faith.  Hallelujah. 

 

00:25:00 

 

 But it’s our time to run out, maybe you’re in the relay and you’re 

waiting to get the hand off.  You haven’t received Christ yet but 

therefore time and salvation, it’s coming, it’s coming, it’s coming.  

You’re going to put your hands back, you’re going to grab that 

time for time of salvation and you’re going to run and not grow 

weary, you going to walk and you’re not going to faint.  Hallelujah.  

We’re in a race church, I need to make sure that you make it to 
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the end.  When I make it to the end, Jesus said, “There’s a 

mansion,” Hallelujah.  Waiting for me. Hallelujah.  If you want to 

get another service, come on down to the intersection of hallelujah 

and praise then cross street is called, do it Jesus.  I’ll be there, 

hallelujah.  Blessed my God.  Wonderful Jesus.  Hallelujah.  We’re 

in a race, bow your heads with me in Jesus mighty name.  Amen.  

Hallelujah. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was the 

message titled, “Finish The Race”, by Brian Allen.  This message 

is number 6432.  That’s 6432.  To listen to over a thousand free 

messages or to send this message number 6432 to a friend, go to 

on BrothersofTheWord.com.  Listen to brothersoftheword.com 

often because brother, you need the word. 

 

(Music Playing:  00:26:31 – 00:26:38) 

 

00:26:38 
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