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Mark Stroud: There is your blessing hidden in the rock within the beautiful 

place. 

 

Female: You are listening to BrothersofTheWord.com.  This is the message 

titled, “The Now Moment,” by Mark Stroud.  This message is 

number 6433.  That’s 6433.  Listen to over a thousand free 

messages on BrothersofTheWord.com. 

 

(Music Playing:  00:00:20- 00:00:45) 

 

 And now for 6433, “The Now Moment.” 

 

Mark Stroud: Welcome to brothers of the word because brother, you need the 

word.  Hallelujah.  Well, tonight, let’s turn our bibles to the book 

of Acts, Acts the 10th chapter, Acts 10 and I do pray that tonight 

that you will be receptive to hear the rich word of the lord, as the 

matter of fact we’re going to read Acts 10: 1-8, this is a very, very 

familiar text sub scripture and I believed as we dive into God’s 

rich word, you’ll receive a blessing and just something 

phenomenal from the lord.  I believe that this word is in season, 

and I do believe with all my heart that you will receive a rich 

blessing from him. 

 

 All right, Acts 10:1-8, this is how it reads.  “There was a certain 

man into Caesarea called Cornelius,” I’ll be reading to you tonight 

a King James Version.  “There was a certain man into Caesarea 

called Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the Italian band.” 

of course we know this is a regimen of soldiers, not a rock band, 

praise the Lord.  Verse two says “A devout man, and one that 

feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the 

people, and prayed to God alway,” King James says “alway” 

translation here of course is always or continually. 

 

 Verse 3.  “He saw in a vision evidently above the ninth hour of the 

day an angel of God coming in to him, and saying unto him, 

Cornelius.  And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said 

What is it, Lord?  And he said unto him, thy prayers and thine 

alms are come up for a memorial before God.  And now send men 

to Joppa, and call for one Simon, whose surname is Peter:  He 

lodgeth with one Simon a tanner; whose house is by the sea side:  

He shall tell thee what thou oughtest to do.  And when the angel 

which speak unto Cornelius was departed, he called two of his 

household servants, and they devout soldier of them that waited 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/6433.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/6433.mp3 

on him continually.  And when he had declared all this thing unto 

them, he sent them to Joppa. 

 

 Let’s pray, “Father, we thank you in Jesus name for this time 

you’ve given us to gather around your rich word.  Lord we pray 

that you would speak to us expressly by your spirit.  We’re looking 

to you great Holy Spirit to be the teacher, to bring to us revelation, 

knowledge inside the rich in, to help us to glean out of the word 

of God.  We acknowledge your presence great Holy spirit, we 

acknowledge your presence, we acknowledge the presence of your 

Holy angels in this house and Lord we thank you, that after all is 

said and done you’ll be glorified, magnified and lifted up, in Jesus 

mighty name, everybody say, Amen.” 

 

 Tonight, we want to speak from the subject of, “The Now 

Moment.”  As you notice here -- now this is a very familiar text 

sub scripture, this is when of course the Gentiles have brought 

into the kingdom of God, are brought into the knowledge of 

salvation because prior to this moment, only the Jews were 

authorized to receive the salvation that was wrote through Jesus 

Christ. But God is now about to use Peter, Simon Peter to open 

the door to the Gentiles, very shortly.  The angel comes to 

Cornelius and tells him what to do, he sent his servants out, they 

go to Joppa where Simon Peter is and Simon Peter at that time, 

about a day later, gets a vision from the Lord as well.  Cornelius 

received a vision from the Lord that he saw the angel and now 

Peter is about to receive a vision from the Lord of a different beast 

-- wild beast -- there about to descend and something that looks 

like a blanket or a cloth and is about to come down from heaven 

and at that time, Peter is actually on the rooftop and he is hungry.  

Just give me a little bit background.  He is hungry and the Lord 

tells to him “Peter, rise and eat” because he sees all these animals 

and Peter says, “No, not so Lord, not so, I’ve not eaten any of that 

stuff before, it’s common, it’s unclean, I’m not going to touch it.” 

And again, Peter rebukes the Lord.  You know, he has a habit of 

doing this sort of thing, and Jesus have the habit of putting him 

in his place.  All right. 

 

00:05:07 

 

 So, the Lord sends down the animals and Peter says, “No, I’m not 

going to do that, I’m not going to touch it” and the Lord does these 

three times.  Then the Lord tells Peter, “Don’t you call something 

basically that I have approved off, don’t call it common and 
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unclean, don’t do it” and so, when he’s meditating on this, and 

then finally these three men that come from Caesarea they finally 

give there and they persuade Peter, Peter goes down, the Holy 

spirit tells him, “It’s all right, go with them” and they go 

Cornelius’ house and Peter preaches unto them and they received 

the word of the Lord and the Holy spirit falls upon them, they get 

baptize, everybody is happy. 

 

 Very familiar.  But let me show you something a little bit more in 

the text, can I do that?  As we go now to verse number one and it 

says, “There was a certain man in Caesarea.”  Now, Caesarea 

means severed say, “severed.”  So, we know that Cornelius is a 

devout man, we know from the text, read on in Chapter 10, we 

know that he is a man of prayer, he’s a man of fasting, he seeks 

the Lord continually, he seeks God continually.  And that the 

angel testified here that he said “Your prayers and alms, your 

alms that is your generous giving to the people.”  You give 

generously to the people and your prayers have come up before 

the Lord.  Your prayers and your alms giving.  Your prayer of 

course is your communion time with God and also your generous 

giving to people.  These things have come up before the Lord.  

Listen to what that makes, your prayer time is your communion 

with God and your alms giving that is your generosity toward the 

people is toward the people, left and right. 

 

 So, this forms a cross, doesn’t it?  Your relationship toward God 

and your relationship with each other.  The angel said that, “This 

was done continually” or the bible says that, “He prayed always” 

in verse number two, “He prayed continually.”  And these things 

came up before the Lord, and Cornelius was a devout man, 

devoted to God, he feared God along with all of his house.  Are we 

ready now?  Here we go. 

 

 So, here’s a devout man of God and his family are devout, they 

served the Lord continually, he prays continually, he prays 

consistently and he’s a very generous person toward all the 

people.  But he’s leaving in Caesarea, Caesarea means severed.  

Do you ever felt cut-off, even though you’ve done your very best, 

you felt cut-off from the blessings of God, cut-off from the 

promises of God?  Remember Cornelius is a Gentile; he wants his 

whole family saved.  I’m sure his heard about the man called 

Jesus, but he is not Jewish, he is cut-off, he is cut-off from the 

heavenly blessings and so he’s praying to God continually, “God, 

save my family” and you’ll this in Chapter 11 as it begins to do a 
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recap because he tells the other brother, and when they found out 

what he had done, you went to a Gentiles house, what’s wrong 

with you?  You know were not supposed to be down there, but 

Peter had rehearsed the whole thing before he got down there, 

because he knew what he will be confronted with. 

 

 And so, in his testimony, he said that God sent him down then 

(00:08:16) in the words of salvation.  This is exactly what 

Cornelius was praying about.  His family being save and sins 

being erased, his burdens removed, him having access into 

heavenly places and right relationship with God.  But right now, 

he’s living in a severed place, a place that is cut-off.  Joppa, the 

word Joppa means beautiful.  And remember, in Joppa, you find 

Simon Peter there, Peter means rock.  There is something hidden 

there, is your blessing hidden in the rock within the beautiful 

place.  There is a rock for you within a beautiful place that has 

been hidden until the now moment arrives.  There is a now 

moment, let me tell you now.  There is a now moment that you 

are about to experience that you are right now coming into you, 

not came all the way down the road, just to tell you that.  There 

is a now moment that you are about walk-in to. 

 

Now, notice here in verse number four and what the angel said, 

he said, and he said unto him “Thy prayers and thine alms are 

come up for a memorial before God.”  What have you been doing 

in that severed condition?  Way out yonder.  God has not 

forgotten, he has seen it, he has witness it and now your prayers 

and your generosity, now your communion with God and how 

you’ve been so generous toward the people, now it has come up as 

a memorial before God.  What is the memorial?  Think about it.  

We talked about -- especially on this time of year the 9/11 

memorial, that usually some type of structure that is built to 

remind someone of something, something that happened, 

something that someone did, some moment in time whenever you 

look at the monument, you remember what happen. 

 

00:10:05 

 

When you look at the monument, you remember what happen.  

Well, Cornelius had great so much, thanks it so much, given so 

much that now in the very presence of God, it had been raised up 

a monument, a memorial in his honor in the very presence of God, 

and now it’s the (00:10:25) on his thrown, he has reminded of 

Cornelius.  Because there’s a memorial that has ascended from 
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Cornelius, from the severed place, from that cut off place.  There 

was somebody crying out for his family, somebody crying out for 

right relationships, somebody crying out for what the Jews had, I 

want in Lord, I want a relationship with you, I want my sins 

removed, I want to be right in your sight.  There is somebody 

crying out from a severed place, and God says, “Your memorial is 

up before me now, I see you.”  I see you, and so when it’s memorial 

is there, God sends an angel, go quick and tell him.  Tell him 

what? 

 

 Let’s see verse number four again.  It says, “Thy prayers and thine 

alms are come up for a memorial before God, and now --” say 

“Now,” all of this is so powerful and now, say “Now”.  “Now, send 

men to Joppa” – Joppa meaning beautiful “And call for one Simon, 

whose surname is Peter.”  There is a rock in a beautiful place.  I 

love the way the bible says, “Now,” because to understand 

something even if Cornelius knew, who Peter was before, even if 

Cornelius knew where Peter lived, before this moment, if he had 

approached Peter, Peter would not have come to his house 

because God had not guilt with him.  Before this moment, he 

would not have come, they have a Jewish leader testified of this, 

why you’re going down to his house?  Why you’re eating there with 

him?  What’s wrong with you?  He is coming, he is ordinary, he is 

unclean, he is not like us, then weren’t ready to receive Cornelius 

then, but now, because there’s a memorial of prayer and 

generosity before the presence of God, God releases the now 

moment and says, “Go now because now the door is open, now you 

can ask an it will be given to you, now if you seek you will find, 

now if you’re not the door will be open, now, go now.” 

 

 Whereas been times before, maybe he wants to inquire of the 

Lord, wanted to ask, come, but it would not come because it was 

not the now moment.  So, there are generations of people that had 

been fasting, that had been praying just been cut all very 

generous but have just been cut off, but I’m here to tell you, as the 

word of God declares their end, the book of Hebrews 6:10, this is 

what it says, the King James Version, it says, “For God is not 

unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have 

shewed toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, 

and do minister.”  God has not forgotten, and for many of you 

today, your prayers and your generous giving, your continual 

prayers, we could say your lifestyle of prayer, your lifestyle of 

generous giving has created a memorial in the presence of God.  

Much as Cornelius’ has, and the Lord has seen a word to tell you, 
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this is your now moment.  Ask again, apply again, go again, now 

is the moment, now is the time, this is your now moment. 

 

Because now, it is happening, God releases the word from his 

thrown now.  Now, do this now.  Out of season, it will do nothing, 

but in season, it does everything, it does everything.  There’s a 

certain other example of memorials also in the Gospels, Matthew 

26:13 says, “Verily I say unto you, wheresoever this gospel shall 

be preached in the whole world, there shall also this, that this 

woman hath done, be told for memorial of her.”  She is to be 

remembered.  The pouring on of oil on the Lord Jesus’ body.  The 

oil that prepared him for his burial.  That is to be remembered.  

Her sacrifice is to be remembered throughout the whole world 

whatever the gospel is preached throughout the cosmos.  

Wherever this gospel is preached, it will point to her.  This is to 

be remembered.  This is a memorial that reminds a father what 

was done back day, and your prayers, your continual prayers, 

your prayer, your lifestyle of prayers, and genuine giving, our 

generous giving has calls a memorial to come up before the father. 

 

00:15:00 

 

Again, a memorial is something especially structure establish to 

remind people of a person or an event.  It has come up before the 

Lord on your behalf.  And again, this memorial in the presence of 

God is there to bring you to the place that you should be.  

Cornelius was severed.  Cornelius was cut off.  But now, because 

of the work of the Lord, he has now been brought into the common 

wealth, brought into divine relationship, brought into the body of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

One more thing I want you to realize is that once the now moment 

was release by the angel, God still had to deal with Peter because 

Peter knew then that he would have to go and confront 

something.  And unless the Lord had dealt with him, Peter would 

not have released it.  Peter was still stuck in an old religious way.  

He was still stuck in traditions.  He was stuck and even though 

Jesus Himself told him right beneath, he still said no.  Even 

though Jesus was telling him, “I’m doing a new thing now.  Don’t 

call what I’m calling clean and right and acceptable.  You don’t 

call it unacceptable.  Now, I want you to go and accept it” “Not so 

Lord, not so.”  There was a tug of war.  The blessing, the word 

that Cornelius needed was in Peter.  But it wasn’t going to be 

released without a struggle. 
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If you recalled there in the Book of Daniel when Daniel (00:16:34) 

and prayed the 21-day prayer, the angel was released at the first 

day but the Prince of Persia withstood the messenger angel that 

came from God.  He held him up.  There was a struggle.  The 

answer was coming but it was held up because of the struggle.  

But this time as in the word of God, as it is right now with you 

and I today, there’s was not a principality or demonic power that 

is struggling trying to keep your promise.  But it is someone that 

is religiously found that they don’t want to associate with you 

because of how you look or because of where you live.  They have 

something that belongs to you but don’t worry there in Daniel, the 

Archangel Michael fought against the prince of Persia but here, 

the Lord Jesus Himself deals with Peter.  He deals with Peter 

himself.  He says ride beneath.  He does it over and over and over 

until Peter finally gets it. 

 

So, there is a struggle.  Someone does have your answer and your 

answer is already within the earth.  But understand, Jesus is 

fighting for you right now.  He’s fighting for you right now.  He’s 

alm that person who has your answer because the memorial is up 

now.  The memorial is up now and then must be answered. 

 

Listen, God will not be inundated to you for one moment.  He will 

not be inundated to any man.  Once it is there, once it comes up 

before him, he will answer it.  When you call, he will answer.  The 

memorial is present and he has sent the word but somebody is 

struggling to write you your (00:18:07).  Somebody is struggling 

to give you that favor.  Somebody is struggling to call you and say 

yes.  Somebody is struggling -- oh, but they’re not (00:18:19).  

They’re not (00:18:18).  There are some type of religious thing, 

some type of thing they’re calling unclean, they’re calling 

unworthy, they’re calling unholy, but I don’t want to go to that 

place they don’t look like me.  I don’t want to go that side of town 

that too many cows over there in the woods where the church is 

and all of that.  You know, that is too much.  That is too much.  I 

can’t go there, Lord. 

 

Send me somewhere else where there are not so many cows and 

chickens.  Send me to the city.  They’re struggling, they’re fighting 

but Jesus is there struggling with than he is helping them to see, 

helping them to know that, “Hey, that’s of me.  Hey, there of me.  

That’s my people.  Those are my people and you’re going to do it 

Peter.  You’re going to go.  You’re going to write that.” Oh, yes you 
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are.  “You’re going to live that all dead church.”  Yes, you are.  

You’re going to fight against all religious tradition and all 

religious (00:19:19) and you’re going to hear the voice of the Lord.  

They’re going to hear the voice of the Lord and follow what Jesus 

is saying. 

 

So, the answer is there.  there’ a rock in a beautiful place.  There’s 

a rock called Peter in Joppa, the beautiful place, that has his 

answer and he’s coming to give it to you whether he wants to do 

it or not.  Why?  Because the memorial has come up before God.  

And God will not be in death.  Your prayer, your continual 

prayers, your devoted life and Cornelius’ whole house devoted to 

the Lord.  His house within subjection to the Lord but they were 

cut off.  They were cut off but he prayed (00:19:52) and saw God 

and at the appropriate time, God send the now moment. 

 

00:20:00 

 

And I tell you today, I prophesized you in the name of Jesus Christ 

that you have reached your now moment.  I dare you to ask again.  

I dare you to believe again, to go again, to apply again because 

the door is opened and once Jesus opens a door, no man can shut.  

The door is opened.  You have reached your now moment.  Oh, I 

pray that you receive the word of God tonight and I want to thank 

all of you for joining us at Brothers of the Word because brother, 

you need the word. 

 

Female: You are listening to BrothersofTheWord.com.  This was the 

message titled, “The Now Moment,” by Mark Stroud.  This 

message is number 6433.  That’s 6433.  To listen to over a 

thousand free messages or to send this message number 6433 to 

a friend, go to BrothersofTheWord.com.  Listen to 

BrothersofTheWord.com often because brother, you need the 

word. 

 

(Music Playing: 00:20:56 - 00:21:03) 

 

00:21:03 
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