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Dexter Harden: When you praise the one that created you, when you worship the 

one that created you, you can’t help but be joyful. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is part one the 

message titled “Shout for Joy” by Dexter Harden.  This message 

is number 6435, that’s 6435.  Listen to over a thousand free 

messages on brothersoftheword.com. 

 

(Music Playing 00:00:21 - 00:00:49) 

 

Female: And now for 6435, “Shout for Joy” part one.  

 

Nicholas Curry: Amen.  We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the 

Word because brother, you need the word. 

 

 Amen.  And today, amen.  If you would turn with me to the Book 

of Ezra, amen, if you have your bibles.  We have several 

scriptures here that we’re going to touch on.  Amen.  But first of 

all, of the Book of Ezra third chapter beginning at the 11th 

verse.  We’re going to read the 11th and the 12th verse.  “And 

they sang together by course and praising and giving thanks 

unto the Lord, because He is good, for His mercy endureth 

forever toward Israel.  And all the people shouted with a great 

shout when they praised the Lord because the foundation of the 

house of the Lord was laid.” Verse 12, “But many of the priests 

and Levites and chief of fathers’ who were ancient men that has 

seen when the foundation of this house was laid before their 

eyes wept with a loud voice and many show allow for joy.” Amen.  

Shout it.  Allow for joy.  Amen.  In Psalms 100, amen, it says, 

“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord all ye lands.”  Psalms 51 and 

verse 12, you know how to turn with me.  “Restore unto me the 

joy of thy salvation and uphold me with our free spirit.”  Proverb 

17, 22nd verse, “A joyful heart is good medicine, but a crushed 

spirit dries up the bones.”  Amen. James 1:2-4, “Count it all joy, 

my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you 

know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness and 

let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and 

complete, lacking in nothing.”  Psalms 118 verse 24, “This is the 

day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” 

 

 Anybody catching on to what the pattern is here?  Jeremiah 29 

verse 11, “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, 

plans to welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and hope.”  
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Amen.  Or to give you a future and joy.  Psalm 71st chapter 23rd 

verse, “My lips will shout for joy when I sing praises to my soul 

also which you have redeemed.”  Amen.  And we’re going to take 

four topics briefly today, shout for joy.  Amen.  I think I’ll say 

that again.  Shout for joy.  Hallelujah.  Those passages of 

scripture were just some inkling.  There’s over 200 scripture 

that’s related to joy, rejoicing, shouting in the bible.  Throughout 

the bible, there are so many scriptures that I could have pulled 

but those are just a few tokens.  Some of them are very popular 

such as Psalms 100.  Make a joyful noise unto the Lord.  But 

what is the word joy?  What does it mean?  One definition is 

happiness over an unanticipated or present good.  Amen?  Joy is 

the essential laughter and spiritual communing with God. 

 

 In the Book of Ezra, we see the children of God lifted up and 

they lifted up praises unto the Lord.  We see how they praise 

God after the foundation of the temple was laid.  We see how the 

priests sounded the trumpets and the Levites with the cymbals 

made of a great concert of music not just to please the ear but to 

please God.  Amen?  They were doing it to assist the Lord 

shouting of hymns which would never be out of date to which 

our tongue should never be out of tune.  I believe they wrote in 

there in the Book of Psalms, he taught about us the children 

here begin to sing or to sing, God is good and his mercy endure 

forever.  We’re talking about shouting for joy.  Amen?  Put your 

hands together.  Now, we see that the foundation of the house 

was laid and it was laid before their eyes.  Some wept with a 

loud voice.  Amen.  How many of you know sometimes you have 

weep? 

 

00:05:00 

 

Sometimes you have to crack tears of joy not just sorrow but joy 

as well.  Appreciating the good things that God has done for you, 

appreciating him protecting you when you didn’t need to be 

protected, when you should have been covered.  Many shouted 

aloud for joy.  Make a joyful noise unto the Lord all ye lands.  

Serve the Lord with gladness.  Come into his presence when 

singing.  Know ye that the Lord he is God.  Amen.  Is that right? 

Psalms 5 and 11 says, “But let all those that put their trust in 

thee rejoice: let them ever shout for joy, because thou defendest 

them: let them also that love thy name be joyful in thee.”  We 

can see a pattern there.  Joy meant many things in the Old 

Testament.  Joy covered every aspect of life to be joyful, to give 
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God glory for each and everything that you have in your world.  

Amen?  We also know that joy is one of the fruits.  The fruits of 

the spirit.  Amen? 

 

When you have joy, you have peace.  When you have joy, you 

have hope.  But you have love, when you have joy.  Because see, 

it’s so much deeper in just the emotional side or the emotional 

definition and I might get to that and give you the emotional or 

the worldly definition of joy.  But joy is talking about the spirit 

man.  Are you joyful today?  Do you have joy in your heart?  Is 

God leading you and God in you.  Is he first in your life?  That’s 

the true joy that the spiritual definition is he is the central 

laughter and spiritual communing with God.  Amen.  That’s a 

prophetic definition that God gave me today.  That’s what joy 

means in the spirit realm.  Everything is spirit.  We’re spirit 

first, is the central laughter.  Your spirit is laughing in the 

inside.  That’s how you know you have joy.  You’re bubbling 

over.  You are laughing for no reason.  You don’t have a reason 

to laugh just because you’re happy in spirit.  You’re communing 

with God spiritually communing, taking time to rub his hand, 

taking time to thank him for what he has done for you.  Is that 

right? 

 

 We are communing with God; we are giving God praise which 

causes our spirit man to be joyful.  Because see, when you praise 

the one that created you, when you worship the one that created 

you, you can’t help but be joyful.  You can’t help but be happy.  

You can’t help but feel love because the love that you feel at that 

time is from God.  It’s not the emotional love but it’s the earnest 

of (00:07:24) love that’s your feeling.  We have many ways to 

praise God.  One way is shouting.  Well, if you ever have been on 

a Pentecostal Church, or Holy Ghost Field Ministry, they let 

loose sometimes.  Yeah, some of it is emotion.  But the bible says 

David dance.  How can you dance without emotion?  The bible 

says David paraded and danced so much that he danced out of 

what?  His clothes.  So, some people say that that’s just 

emotional where God is an emotional being, right?  If he was not 

an emotional being, he will not love.  It takes emotion to love.  It 

takes care to love.  So, he cared enough for us to give us emotion.  

Now, that’s good and then when you’re shouting and giving God 

that emotional praise but if you’re earnest with it, the spirit will 

take over.  The spirit man will come in and take over and then 

you got joy on the inside and now it’s being seen on the outside.  

Amen? 
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 But shouting, there’s another shouting.  It’s a loud cry as one 

expressing joy.  Amen?  Look at joy again.  Joy is also 

excitement.  Here’s the emotional or the worldly definition.  

Excitement or pleasurable feeling caused by the acquisition or 

expectation of good gladness.  What’s good gladness?  What is it?  

It’s got to be really good if it’s good gladness.  Why couldn’t it 

just being gladness?  Pleasure or delight.  That means you’re 

getting something out of it.  Yes, it’s stirring up your emotional 

flesh and it’s also tuning into your spirit man.  Because see, the 

spirit side of joy is happiness over an unanticipated or present 

good, blind faith, not knowing what God has for you but you’re 

joyful because he promised it to you. 

 

And so, we see that David said God is good and his mercy 

endureth forever.  We’re talking about shouting for joy.  David 

shouted for joy.  How many of you shout for joy?  How many of 

you have earnestly shouted to God for joy?  Joy in the soul, joy in 

the spirit?  I can just imagine in my mind that the Levites 

sometimes were burdened down.  Just as we are sometimes 

(00:09:31).  The stressors of this world get us burden.  I don’t 

care who you are, how high you think you are in God; you get 

burdened sometimes.  It’s natural.  You have issues sometimes.  

But the bible said, they shouted with loud voices.  They shouted 

for joy.  It does not matter how much the grief and the fears are 

on you.  You shout for joy.  Let it be known that God is good.  

Amen?  Tell somebody God is good. 

 

00:10:00 

 

Look at your neighbor and say, “Neighbor, God is good.”  It does 

not matter how the devil comes up against you.  Let it be known 

that God is good.  Look at your neighbor and say, “Neighbor, I 

don’t care what I go through, God is good.”  He is so good that 

his mercy endureth forever.  Somebody needs to shout for joy.  

You see, we find that the children of Israel were many times in 

captivity.  What does captivity mean?  They were captive to 

their own self first of all.  They were their own keepers.  They 

were their own blockers.  That’s the new term, that you may 

understand.  They blocked themselves, so they went through 

400 years of captivity.  With who?  Egypt.  Turned around and 

got delivered.  Got free of sin.  Turned right back around and 

forgot the joy of the Lord.  What’s their strength?  Forgot all the 

teachers that David had left them.  Went back into captivity.  
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For how many more years?  Four hundred years, ought to be a 

clue.  Each and every time they went into captivity 400 years.  

 

 A blocky captive by the Babylonian Empire at that time.  So, 

now, with the children of Israel, they were in captivity many 

times and many times they were strangers in their own land.  

They were often driven to and fro.  If they had a vehicle, they 

could have got (00:11:19) 30 minutes or so.  No vehicle, so they 

just wandered because God blocked them.  They blocked 

themselves but God being took over and said, “Now, I’m going 

block you and you won’t find your way.”  Amen?  They were 

blocked because of their evil ways.  Every time that way got 

dark, their burdens got heavier.  Then they were turned back to 

God, the joy of the Lord is my strength.  Then, they would shout 

for joy.  God deliver, just like he did with the trumpets. 

 

Joshua, he delivered them then.  Many times, there was no 

temple where they could go and worship the God of Israel.  

Amen.  So, they begin to build a house for the Lord.  They knew 

that the misery of having no temple at all was very burdening, 

hardening.  No temple to praise God in, so they praised the Lord 

with the shouts of joy.  Now, if you go out in the mall or a store 

shouting for joy, praising God.  They look at you like you’re 

crazy, right?  Wondering why in the world you can’t contain 

yourself.  Why are you not dignified?  Why are you not 

sophisticated?  Well, I’m here to tell you God is not looking for a 

dignified person, he’s not looking for a sophisticated person, he’s 

looking for a person that’s going to give him praise, going to give 

worship, going to reverence him.  So, a person that is joyous in 

him.  Now, they saw that nothing but the foundation was laid, 

that’s all they needed.  Now, they have a slab, some clean dirt, 

so they could shout in, make a step in.  So, the glory of the Lord 

came on that laid foundation, that’s all it takes.  Wherever you 

are, is your temple because now the temple lives in you.  So, 

wherever you go now, whether it be your house, whether it be 

your car, your job, your bathroom, your closet, schoolhouse, 

outhouse, inhouse, it doesn’t matter.  Whenever you go now, you 

can shout for joy.  The anointing is already present with you 

because the temple lives in you.  Jesus Christ is the foundation.  

He lives in you.  So, they shouted for joy. 

 

See, they didn’t have that opportunity.  That’s Old Testament 

but we need to understand how good we got it now.  May be now 

we can understand a little bit about why there were sometimes 
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so difficult.  They didn’t have it so much easier.  They didn’t 

have the bible on the cellphone like we do.  They couldn’t go 

online and pull up a sermon and soothe their spirits like we can 

do now.  They didn’t have a preacher on every side corner in the 

church and every mile or two away from each other.  They didn’t 

have it.  Some third world countries today don’t have it.  We got 

it, so what’s our excuse?  So, they shout it how merciful God was.  

They shout it with loud praises about the blessings of the Lord.  

They shout it.  Their souls were filled with joy.  Still talking 

about shout for joy.  Sometimes when our ways get hard, we 

need to shout for joy because God is looking down upon the 

situation and he knows your every need.  Sometimes instead of 

crying about it, do something about it.  Instead of moaning all 

the time and groaning all the time, pray about it.  Seek God’s 

face about it. 

 

He didn’t promise you that each and every day was going to be 

glorious in this world but he promised you that it would be 

glorious in him.  He didn’t say that you would not go through 

something but we ought to praise God when we’re going 

through.  We ought to give him praise when we are not going 

through but when we’re going through, when it gets hard 

sometimes, we ought to give God praise for just being good.  

Someone look at you neighbor and say, “Mm-mm-good.”  I’m not 

talking about (00:14:47) but were talking about Jehovah Jireh, 

the one that has provided for you each and every year and day of 

your life.  We ought to praise him because it is good to give 

thanks unto the Lord.  Shout for joy.  It is good to just shout out 

and bless the Lord.  

 

00:15:01 

 

I will bless the Lord at all times and his praises shall 

continually be in my mouth.  It’s not going to go well in your life 

all the time.  Sometimes, rocks are coming.  Sometimes, 

boulders going to block your path.  Push them out of the way.  

What do you mean by that brother preacher?  PUSH.  Pray 

Until Something Happens to break that spiritual rock in your 

world.  Sometimes trouble is going to come your way.  You made 

the shout for joy.  Sometimes, lies are going to be told on you by 

the very people that you think got your back.  Shout for joy.  

Trials and tribulations come in everybody’s life.  This is a 

mixture of sorrow and joy, worldly joy of sorrow but that’s only 

representation of this world.  It’s not the representation of your 
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spirit man.  It’s not the representation of what God has for you.  

Shout for joy. 

 

Because you see, some are bathing in a river of joy.  Some people 

bathe in it daily.  Others are drowning in floods.  God promised 

that he would never flood the earth and kill each and every 

person on the face of the earth with the flood but sometime we 

drown in our individual floods.  It’s the flooding in your world.  

Now, is the time to pull out your umbrella.  What is your 

umbrella?  You have spiritual spokes, the Holy Spirit, Christ, 

and God the Father.  Amen. 

 

Sometimes your flood tears, you’re going to cry sometimes.  We 

all do but shout halleluiah.  My bible tells me that there is no 

trouble, no sickness, no heartaches, no more tears where Jesus 

is and that’s our goal.  To be where Jesus is but we ought to 

have it here on earth right now.  Heaven on earth.  When we get 

to heaven, we’ll be singing and rejoicing but I want to sing and 

rejoice, right now.  Halleluiah.  Give God some praise.  We ought 

to shout for joy.  The bible says, (00:17:02) but joy cometh in the 

morning.  Whether you shout with joy or shout with weeping 

tongues we must let it be known to God.  Shout for joy.  Come on 

and give God some praise.  Halleluiah.  Glory to God and I will 

have to continue this on another part.  Amen.  But I want to 

encourage you to shout for joy.  It moves God when you shout.  It 

moves God when you give him reverence and joy.  Restore unto 

me the joy of my salvation.  We thank God.  Amen. 

 

I mean, sometimes you’re going to have to deal with things.  It’s 

not easy but is not what you deal with but it’s how you deal with 

it.  It’s not what you’re going through but if you go through.  See, 

each and everything that we go through, God already has 

approved it.  Whether he did it himself and gave it for you to 

test on or whether he allowed the devil to give you a quiz.  He 

approved it.  So, it’s how you deal with it depends on what you 

do it.  If you can’t do anything about it, pray about it.  Turn it 

over to God.  We can’t change anyone.  We can only work on 

ourselves.  Amen.  But joy should live in you.  We thank you 

today for joining us here at Brothers of the Word because 

brother, you need the word. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was the Part 1 

of the message titled, “Shout for Joy”, by Dexter Harden.  This 

message is number 6435.  That’s 6435.  To listen to over a 
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thousand free messages or to send this message number 6435 to 

a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.  Listen to 

brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need the 

word. 

 

(Music Playing 00:18:51 - 00:18:56) 

 

00:18:56 
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