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Glendon Francis: Forgiveness is not an easy thing, but it is a necessary thing.  
You have the power to set yourself free. 

 
Female: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com.  This is the 

message titled, “Forgiveness and the Consequences of 
Unforgiveness,” by Glendon Francis.  This message is number 
6450.  That’s 6450.  Listen to over a thousand free messages on 
BrothersoftheWord.com. 

 
(Music Playing) 
 
Female: And now for 6450, Forgiveness and the Consequences of 

Unforgiveness. 
 
Glendon Francis: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because, brother, you need the 

Word.  And today, we’re going to be speaking on forgiveness and 
the consequences of unforgiveness -- forgiveness and the 
consequences of unforgiveness.  If you will turn with me your 
Bible, it’s in the book of Matthew, Chapter 18.  It is said that 
everybody wants to be forgiven, but nobody wants to forgive.  
And here, in the story that is required in the book of Matthew, 
Matthew Chapter 18 and verse 21 says, “Then came Peter to 
him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, 
and I forgive him?  Till seven times?” 

 
 Now, it was a customary in that time for the far seas to forgive 

at least three times.  That was the standard.  That was a high 
standard to forgive somebody three times.  That was really a 
milestone.  So, Peter wanted to top that.  He said, “Ha… How 
many times shall I forgive?  Seven times?  The far seas, they are 
only doing it three times.  I was doing pretty good.  Lord, I’m 
doing it seven times.  So, Jesus is kind of bubbly.  He said, “No, 
seventy times seven.” 

 
 And then, Jesus said onto him, “I sent you seventy times seven.  

“Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, 
which would take account of his servants.  And when he had 
begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, which owed him ten 
thousand talents.  But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord 
commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all 
that he had, and payment to be made.  The servant therefore fell 
down, and worshipped him, saying, Lord, have patience with 
me, and I will pay thee all.  Then, the lord of that servant was 
moved with compassion, and loosed him, and forgave him the 
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debt.  But the same servant,” -- somebody owed him money, and 
he went to ask for the money.  The person who owed the money 
did not happy to pay.  “And his fellow servant fell down at his 
feet, and besought him, saying, Have patience with me, and I 
will pay thee all.  And he would not: but went and cast him into 
prison, till he should pay him.” 

 
 So, here is somebody whose debt was forgiven, and he himself -- 

someone has owed him money and, instead of him forgiving that 
person, he went uncast that person into prison.  So, everyone 
wants to be forgiven, but nobody wants to forgive.  Nobody 
wants to forgive.  Now, there are two words that I will be 
focusing on here.  One of which is loose inverse worth it.  Then, 
the Lord of that servant was moved with compassion and loose 
him and forgive him all the debt -- loose and forgive him all the 
debt.  There are two different Greek words that are used there.  
Both of them can mean to forgive, but one here, specifically, it is 
use as forgive or forgiven.  The others use as loose. 

 
 Now, to illustrate what forgiveness is and the consequences of 

unforgiveness, I will draw your attention to the book of John, 
Chapter 11.  Now, the story is told they have a person by the 
name of Lazarus.  Now, Lazarus was a good friend of Jesus and 
he died, and Jesus waited awhile before he went so see Lazarus.  
When he got to Lazarus, Lazarus was already dead.  Now, 
Chapter 11, verse 39, when Jesus went on that scene, there were 
people there that were waiting there and were mourning and, 
you know, Lazarus was put away.  He was dead and, you know, 
friends came to comfort Martha and Mary, Lazarus’ sisters.  
Verse 38, “Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to 
the grave.  It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it.  Jesus said, 
Take ye away the stone.  Martha, the sister of him that was 
dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he stinketh: for he hath 
been dead four days.” 

 
00:05:07 
 
 So, why are you going to take away the stone?  He’s already 

dead.  He is stinking.  Now, just an observation here.  The first 
day that he died, he probably was not stinking.  The second day, 
when the sun sets the second day, his body was probably start to 
decay.  The sun sets at third day, it probably started to decay 
even more, right?  So, the fourth day the sun set, his body was 
even more decayed than one was the second or third day.  You 
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may say, what is the connection there with forgiveness?  We’ll 
get in there.  Be patient. 

 
 Verse 40, “Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if 

thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God?  
Then, they took away the stone from the place where the dead 
was laid.  And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank 
thee that thou hast heard me.  And I knew that thou hearest me 
always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that 
they may believe that thou hast sent me.  And when he thus had 
spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth.  And he 
that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with grave 
clothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin.  Jesus 
saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go.”  Now, Lazarus, he 
was bound with what?  Grave clothes and Jesus said onto them, 
what?  Loose him, loose him. 

 
 Now, if you go back to Matthew, Chapter 18 and Verse 27.  

“Then the lord of that servant was moved with compassion, and 
loosed him,” and loosed him.  The word there is appaloosas.  He 
said a Greek word which means to untie or to release somebody 
from a burden.  It means to untie or to release someone from a 
burden.  The word also can be translated to forgive, to forgive.  
So, the illustration setforth with Lazarus situation, when Jesus 
came forth and said “Loose Lazarus” as it relates to Matthew, 
Chapter 18.  What the king did to the servant was to lose the 
servant of all his debt and everything that he hold him to loose, 
to set free.  Lazarus was covered over in grave cloth.  He was 
stinking.  Nobody wanted to be around him.  Jesus not only 
gives him resurrected life, but Jesus told them, “loose him, set 
him free.” 

 
 Now, go with me to the Book of Luke.  Luke, Chapter 6 and 

Verse 37, and it says, “Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: 
condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye 
shall be forgiven.”  Forgive and he shall be forgiven.  Now, the 
same word appaloosas that it is used in Matthew, Chapter 18, 
where the king loose the guy from his debt, set him free, is the 
same word that is used in Luke, Chapter 6 and Verse 37.  In 
other words, I’m giving you a time to think -- think through 
what I’m saying.  Forgiveness is you loosing somebody. 

 
 Now, there are some actions.  There are some commands given 

prior to the statement of forgiveness.  It says, “Do not condemn 
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and you shall not be condemned.”  It’s a series of command in 
the negative with corresponding action.  If you condemn, you are 
going to be condemned.  If you judge, you are going to be judged.  
But they are all negatives, do not, do not.  But when it comes on 
to forgiveness, it’s not a negative. 

 
 The first command is in the present active imperative tense.  In 

other words, it’s a present command.  It’s an action that is 
demanded of you right now.  And he says, “Forgive that you may 
be forgiven.”  Now, the forgiveness is in the passive voice.  Now, 
in the passive voice that means the subject is being acted upon.  
In the imperative, that means the subject is carrying out the 
action.  For instance -- I can give you an example like, I kick the 
dog.  That’s me carrying out the action.  That’s the subject 
carrying out the action.  In the passive voice, the action is being 
done to me.  I am bitten by the dog.  The dog is doing something 
to the subject, to me, right?  So, in the passive tense, when he 
says, “Forgive and you shall be forgiven,” -- the passive tense is 
the future passive indicative tense. 

 
00:10:04 
 
 That is, if you forgive now, there are future consequences to 

what you shall do in the present.  It’s going to come together.  
It’s going to come together.  But the negative is equally true.  If 
you do not forgive now, there is also a corresponding negative 
action to what you are doing in the present, in the future.  
Release and you shall be released of your burden, of your stress.  
Untie yourself.  Lose yourself.  Loose that person rather.  Loose 
whomever you’re holding a malice, a grudge against.  Loose that 
person.  Untie that person, and you shall be untied.  You shall 
be loosed -- negative.  Do not lose that person and you will never 
be loosed. 

 
 There are people who are carrying wrong grievances for years.  

My dad did that, and I do not know what your dad or my mom or 
my cousin or my sister are -- you know my boss are -- and you 
have been carrying it wrong this burden for a long, long time.  
And what you have essentially done is that you have tied up 
yourself in anger, in malice, and it can have a negative impact 
on your body.  It can create ulcer, diabetes.  It can bring about 
all kind of health problem in your life, heart attack.  You cannot 
have a good relationship because you have been hurt in the past 
and you are so angry and you are holding onto the anger that is 
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affecting your present relationship.  You might have experienced 
a bitter divorce.  But listen to this.  Jesus says you got to lose 
that person.  You got to lose that person because if you don’t lose 
that person, you will never ever be loosed.  Notice something 
with Lazarus, the dead person.  Lazarus was in a cold, dark, 
lonely place until Jesus came and called him forth and says, 
“And loose him, set him free.” 

 
 The parallel I’m drawing, you may be alive and walking around, 

but you could be in a cold, dark place that nobody -- your 
husband, your wife, your sister, your brother, your mother, your 
cousin cannot reach you because you’re abound in dead people 
clothing, in death, in anger.  And Jesus is covenant saying, 
“Loose, set that person free and you shall be free yourself.  If you 
do not free that person, you will never be free.” 

 
 You see, forgiveness is not an easy thing, but it is a necessary 

thing.  Forgiveness is not for the person per say that you are 
forgiven.  Forgiveness is for you, so that you can have a healthy 
relationship, so that you can have a healthy life.  Loose that 
person and you shall be loosed. 

 
 In Ephesians, Chapter 4 and Verse 26 says, “Be angry and sin 

not: let not the sun go down on your anger.”  Let not the sun go 
down on your anger, let not the sun go down on your anger.  
Back to Lazarus, the first day, Lazarus was in the grave.  He 
was not stinking, but when the sun went down, the decay start 
happening.  The second day the sun went down on his anger, he 
was decayed even more.  Let not the sun go down on your wrath.  
Do not keep living in anger because even as Lazarus a dead 
person decayed is going to have a negative, real negative impact 
upon your life. 

 
 And so, Jesus is warning us.  A part is telling us.  Look, 

regardless of the circumstances, regardless of what happened to 
you, it may be hard, but do not continue in this situation.  Do 
not continue in this state.  Let not the sun keep going.  It has 
been 15 years since you have not spoken to that person.  It has 
been 10 years since you have not spoken to that person.  It has 
been one night and 24 hours since you have been sleeping in the 
other room and not sleeping with your spouse.  The more the 
sun goes down on you, the more the sun sets on you, the further 
you’re going to be driven apart, and then decay is going to set in 
into relationship and is going to start stinking.  Okay, stinking.  
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Okay, I did say that.  And guess what?  This stench is going to 
be so bad that you don’t want to be around that person and that 
person doesn’t want to be around you. 

 
00:15:01 
 
 Notice when Jesus called for Lazarus, the sister of Lazarus said, 

“Let him stay there.  He’s stinking.”  The sister said, “Let him 
stay there, Jesus.  Right now, he’s stinking.  We don’t want to be 
around him.  It’s okay.  I know you can do all this.”  Guess what?  
There are people that are like running away from you.  You’re a 
great person, beautiful, handsome person, but the attitude that 
comes with it is like, okay, okay don’t bring that person over 
again at the barbecue.  You know what I’m saying? 

 
 I know he’s a family member, and we love him and everything 

like that, but please Uncle Joe, don’t bring that person over 
anymore.  And I’m not saying that this is an easy thing for me or 
for you, and I’m not preaching down to you, I’m just delivering 
what God has placed upon my heart.  I do not know who it is for.  
I know it is for me because there are some situation on your job 
and probably your boss and I’m on national television.  I cannot 
say and allow things. 

 
 Anyways, but the truth of the matter is, if you take 

unforgiveness from your job and bring it home, you’ll be stinking 
at your home, too, because the stench doesn’t stay at your job.  If 
you take unforgiveness from a martyr relationship that has 
failed and you bring it into your present situation and you are 
still unwrapped, guess what?  There’s going to be stench within 
that relationship.  Maybe, the reason that we are not 
functioning the way that we are to be functioning is because we 
are still wrapped in dead man clothing.  We are living in units of 
life, but we are still wrapped up and Jesus is saying, “Lose 
yourself.” 

 
 You see, with Lazarus, Lazarus did not have the ability to lose 

himself because he was tied up and somebody had to do it for 
him.  But in this command, you have the ability.  You have the 
power to set yourself free, and you can set yourself free tonight.  
But you got to set that person whomever you have a grudge 
against, and sometime it may feel good.  You know, I’m just -- 
I’m so mad with that person.  I’m not giving that person the 
silent treatment.  I’m not going to talk to that person.  It may 
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feel good, but it’s not good for you.  It’s not everything that feels 
good is good for you.  Lose that person. 

 
 Jesus illustrated this principle when he was dying on the cross.  

He shouted out, “Father, forgive them for they know not what 
they” -- in other words, Jesus was about to die and he said, “I 
refused to take this anger with me to my grave.”  And they 
spotted Jesus.  They beat Jesus, and he was the innocent one.  I 
don’t know if you are the innocent part in whatever dispute you 
have with whomever back whenever.  But Jesus says, “In other 
words, I am going to obey my own word.  I will not let the sun go 
down on my wrath.  Father, forgive them, all of them.  Those 
who that beat me, those that are spotted on me, those that are 
betrayed me, those that did harder, those that didn’t give me 
back my money, those that didn’t return my clothes that I lend 
them, whatever, Father forgive.” 

 
 You know, if Jesus didn’t start calling name, he probably would 

be on the cross.  Are they?  Father, forgive Peter, forgive John 
for not being -- he just lump all of them.  Father, forgive all of 
them.  Do you understand what I’m saying?  Lose all of them.  
Set all of them free because I’m not going to my grave with this.  
And there are people who are going to their grave today in anger 
and malice.  And our God is saying, “Do not take this to the 
grave, lose, lose whomever and you yourself shall be lose.”  Your 
present action now will be our future consequences.  If you do 
not lose that person, you’re going to be like -- you know what 
they’ve brought?  Bitter herb and spices to wrap Lazarus in to 
preserve his body. 

 
 So, he was already bitter from the herbs that they used to wrap 

him.  I don’t know what you are wrapped up in.  You don’t know 
what I’m wrapped up in.  And we cannot look good to the eyes.  
You know what I’m saying?  We can all look good to the eyes, 
but the truth of the matter is God knows everything.  Yes, God 
knows everything.  So, why not just be transparent before him?  
And guess what?  The person that you are forgiving and set him 
lose, they don’t even have to know that you are setting them lose 
because you are doing this for yourself.  Peter did not even know 
because Peter and the other disciples were evil and wrong that 
the cross when Jesus said forgive them.  They didn’t even know 
that Jesus forgave them.  But it wasn’t for them, it was for him. 

 
00:20:00 
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 And he forgave everybody.  That we all are the beneficiaries of 

his forgiveness, but it was the principle that he was setting for, 
lose, lose, lose yourself.  Shake it lose.  And there’s a song or 
something like that.  You know, I won’t.  But you lose, lose, lose, 
lose, lose yourself.  Forgive so that you can be lose.  For 
whomever you lose, then you shall be loosened.  Don’t worry 
about that person.  It’s for you.  It’s for you.  It’s for your health.  
It’s for you martyr relationship.  It’s for you.  Forgive, forgive, 
lose and you shall be lose yourself.  Thank you for joining us at 
Brothers of the Word because, brother, you need the word. 

 
Female: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com.  This was the 

message titled, “Forgiveness And The Consequences Of 
Unforgiveness,” by Glendon Francis.  This message is number 
6450.  That’s 6450.  To listen to over a thousand free messages 
or to send this message number 6450 to a friend, go to 
BrothersoftheWord.com. 

 
Male: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to 

help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com.  That’s 
iwanttogive.com. 

 
Female: Listen to BrothersoftheWord.com often because, brother, you 

need the word. 
 
(Music Playing) 
 
00:21:37 
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