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Ringo Johnson: Sometimes, God has to step in and call the separation between 
friends because of the divine purpose. 

 
Female: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com.  This is the 

message titled, “The High Value of a Godly Friend,” by Ringo 
Johnson.  This message is number 6451.  That’s 6451.  Listen to 
over a thousand free messages on BrothersoftheWord.com. 

 
(Music Playing) 
 
Female: And now for 6451, The High Value Of A Godly Friend. 
 
Ringo Johnson: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because, brother, you need the 

word.  The title of my message is called “The High Value Of A 
Godly Friend, The High Value Of A Godly Friend.”  Open verse 
comes from James, Chapter 2, verse 23, James 2:23, and it 
reads, “The scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham 
believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: 
and he was called a Friend of God.”  As I also stated, just to be 
called a friend of God.  That’s an honor.  And it got two words, a 
friend and friendship.  First, friend, and a great friend is 
pronounced telos, meaning denoting love, do, be loved, friendly.  
This is also described as a person attached to another by feelings 
or affection a person with regard. 

 
 A friendship is a bit more personal.  It described the state of 

being a friend or association as a friend to value a person’s 
friendship, to relation or relationships or intimacy.  To be call a 
friend of God signifies the nature’s spiritual growth and our 
salvation and our sanctification process in our walk with God 
that reflects the time, energy, the effort spent in the very 
presence of God, has delivered the highs.  The highs in most 
valuable friendship we can ever have on this earth is in 
established friendship with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 
 However, many saints have believed was failed to present to the 

throne of God grace in order to take a full advantage of its closed 
awareness by setting aside or scheduling quality time with God 
to praise, to worship and consistent daily meditation of his word 
for this one sole purpose, seeking his face.  This friendship of 
God is conditional.  It was predicated on your actions of 
faithfulness and your level of commitment.  Say what? 
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 Yes, John 15:14 says, “You are my friends, if you do whatsoever 
I command you.”  ‘If’ is the key word.  In essence, it is a love 
challenge.  It’s a test of your love for God.  In John 14:21, 
bashing it up.  He says, “He that hath my commandments, and 
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me.”  You can have it or you’re 
going to keep it.  Now, it’s the father’s deepest desire to have 
that solitary one on one time for surgery, so that a friendly 
relationship can be established with an intent to clearly 
recognize his divine characteristics.  He does not want to be 
known as a God that’s pour off his face, sitting in heaven on his 
throne looking down upon us, but has one who lives in our heart.  
This is my own walk with God.  It’s up to you.  It’s up to you.  
Who, me? 

 
 Yes, let’s go to Genesis 5:24.  Genesis 5:24 says, “Enoch walked 

with God: and he was not seen.”  He was not seen.  Why?  For 
God took him.  Now, the relationship was so deep that God did 
not allow his body to be disintegrated on the earth.  That’s a 
privilege, but that’s God we served. 

 
 Now, God knows the importance of earthly friendships and the 

need for us to be godly friends unto one another, especially the 
unbelievers, but -- say, but -- but without compromising our 
godly character with the purpose to believe in them unto 
salvation.  Therefore, we must remember that we are God’s 
representative or ambassadors for Christ. 

 
 The question is who are in your circle?  Did you sat and think 

about it?  Who are your circles of friends?  Our friendship, or 
your friendship impacting their life towards Christ, or their life 
leading you back into the world of a sinful complacency, better 
yet, have you compromised someone versus one?  Those who are 
familiar with it, have you compromised it?  Okay, how?  By 
walking in the counsel of the ungodly, or standing in the way of 
sinners, or you’re sitting at the sea of scornful where you are. 

 
00:05:00 
 
 James 4, and 4 says this, “Ye adulterers, know ye not that the 

friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore 
will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.”  It can’t be 
looked on.  Now, God wants our friendship demeanor to be a 
direct reflection of his spiritual fruit, the fruit of the Holy Spirit.  
This friendly demeanor flows through us from the heart of God. 
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 Now, Proverbs 18:24, it says, “A man that hath friends must 

show himself friendly: and there is a friend that sticketh closer 
than a brother.”  And this can be contagious.  Why?  Let me 
explain.  Have you ever known an associate of yours, someone 
whom you barely have very little person contact with, they look 
somehow plays a fool playing on you who has been their friend?  
It have been solved them for those who has a friendly Godly 
character, just have a friendly nature.  People want to fake 
playing on a person who is full of joy and full of peace as my 
friend, instead of saying, “I know my coworker.”  They would 
claim you as being a friend, because there’s something about you 
that they like and enjoy being around you. 

 
 Speaking of friendly, Godly character, here are eight 

characteristics of a Godly friend.  Number one, trustworthy.  
That person will have a track record of keeping personal 
intimate detail sacred.  This person will be trusted without a 
doubt.  Number two, influential, power to influence.  This person 
will seek to steal you toward the positive in a Godly manner, 
even in the midst of a negative situation.  Number three, 
mediator.  This person will mediate from God’s perspective.  We 
give you truth by the wisdom of God looking to find peace or a 
peace to solution to the problems. 

 
 Number four, this person will be a listener, having an ear of 

patience, slow to speak, quick to hear -- slow to speak, quick to 
hear, maybe good for somebody.  I don’t know.  This person also 
may be able to discern when or what to speak or to say and able 
to find the moments.  Number five, comforter, comforter.  This 
person will show compassion and support the moments of need, 
have you to remain focus on God goodness.  We know that we 
recognized the Holy Spirit as our comforter.  So, that’s in 
relation, because that should be abided in that person, the same 
spirit. 

 
 Number six, a defender.  This person will be slow to criticize, 

would not abandon a friend, will help to restore a friend 
character in the midst of a temporary setback or a major fall.  
Number seven, this person refuses to compromise the word of 
God, refuses to compromise the word of God.  How?  This person 
would have the discipline to realize.  If you compromise, it will 
open up an enterprise of sin.  Number eight, prayerful, 
prayerful.  This person will have God’s conscious, God’s 
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consciousness.  He would think about God.  This person would 
not be ashamed to pray for his friends or others, either openly or 
privately. 

 
 Now, some of these characteristics of a Godly friend, John 15:13 

says, “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down 
his life for his friends.”  Now, some friends are seasonal.  Some 
are meant for a lifetime.  Some are clinging to you because of 
your fame or popularity, but these people were scaddled in a 
major fall. 

 
 Now, some of you thought that your friends were your friends, 

then you find out they weren’t your friend.  Those people will 
smile on your face and talk behind your back.  That would 
happen.  It even happened to Jesus.  Even Jesus was betrayed 
by one of his own disciples.  And sometimes, God has to step in 
and called a separation between friends because of the divine 
purpose. 

 
 Now, on these days, many of us have turned to Social Media and 

search for an online friendship.  It must never substitute for 
those face-to-face conversations.  Face-to-face conversation is 
important.  It says a whole lot about a person’s character.  
Texting is one thing.  Internet is one thing.  The net in about 
being in that person presence can tell a whole lot about the 
person. 

 
 Exodus 33:11 says, “And God spoke unto Moses face to face, as a 

man speaketh unto his friends.”  Wow!  Before I close, I would 
like to share a testimony of mine when I was -- I guess, first 
grade or second grade.  I remember when teacher call for recess.  
I went outside to the playground to have fun, and I didn’t have 
anybody with me.  So, I went to the finish line, and I looked out 
to the finish line.  I looked to my right, and I saw this guy 
smiling at me.  His big smile just stands to a smile.  I looked at 
him again, and he was still smiling.  So, I fled back into the 
classroom.  My teacher said, “What’s wrong with you?”  I said, 
“I’m not going back out there,” because to me that’s really 
creepy. 

 
00:10:00 
 
 And it happened a few times, and I was running from him, 

because of that smile.  He just smiled and looking, and I was 
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intimidated.  Later on, we crossed path.  I guess, maybe the next 
year or so.  He came on to me and said, “Why were you running 
from me?”  I looked at him.  I didn’t say anything.  He said, “I 
just want to be your friend.  I just want to be your friend.”  That 
was it?  I thought he had a fight with somebody.  I don’t know.  
But he says, “I want to be your friend.”  That was God standing 
right now, as he smiled upon all of us, those who are too busy, 
those who are running, and those who are fleeing.  He said, “I 
just want to be your friend.”  He’s smiling on us, won’t even 
come to him, and spend time with him to know who he is, to 
know who you are, to know what he has for you and for the 
journey that he want you to be on.  This is all about friendship, 
friendship with God, friendship to other people. 

 
 Let God’s character flow through us to connect with others.  It’s 

hard to win people over to Christ, and we are grumpy, we’re 
upset, we’re not joyful.  Like I said before, it can be contagious.  
We just take the time to spend time with God, his time in his 
presence.  It will make a lot of difference to those who are 
around us.  Even in our household makes a big difference. 

 
 I want to say thank you for joining us at Brothers of the Word 

because, brother, you need the word. 
 
Female: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com.  This was the 

message titled, “The High Value of a Godly Friend,” by Ringo 
Johnson.  This message is number 6451.  That’s 6451.  To listen 
to over a thousand free messages or to send this message 
number 6451 to a friend, go to BrothersoftheWord.com. 

 
Male: If this message has been a blessing to you, and you would like to 

help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com.  That’s 
iwanttogive.com. 

 
Female: Listen to BrothersoftheWord.com often because, brother, you 

need the word. 
 
(Music Playing) 
 
00:12:06 
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