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Jason Thomas: We should never sacrifice our principles for what’s popular. 
 
Female: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com.  This is a message 

titled, “Bandwagonitis” by Jason Thomas.  This message is 
number 6453.  That’s 6453.  Listen to over a thousand free 
messages on BrothersoftheWord.com. 

 
(Music Playing) 
 
Female: And now for 6453, “Bandwagonitis.” 
 
Jason Thomas: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the 

word.  I’m honored to be with you all this evening and, as we 
prepare to go into the word of the Lord tonight, I just would be 
remisified (ph) and just kind of land on where we are on our 
current news cycle from obvious police brutality to the chaos of 
our current political, as fear from mass killings to corruption to 
lack of integrity.  You can look so many places and become so 
discourage and so hopeless, but I’m thankful that I belong to a 
family, an eternal family that is not without hope, that we can 
rest assure that God is still sovereign, that he’s still reigning, 
he’s still ruling, he’s still super ruling from his throne.  And so, 
we take comfort in that today.  And I just want to ask, if we can 
just -- before we approached His word, just lift up our hearts 
before God tonight. 

 
 God, we thank you.  Thank you for everything, God.  Father, 

thank you for calling us by name.  Thank you for adapting us 
unto your family.  God, I thank you that you’ve given us a mind 
to search you, a heart to seek after you, God.  I thank you that 
you left your word to teach in and instruct us.  I thank you that 
you left your Holy Spirit to empower us, God.  And so, Father, 
we just come before your presence tonight with all humility in 
our hearts, asking that you’ll lead and you’ll guide us that you’ll 
order our steps, that you’ll direct our pathways, God, that you’ll 
speak truth that we need to hear, God. 

 
 Father, we don’t come simply with itching ears, Lord God, but 

we come with burning hearts that have a desire to know you 
more.  Father, we desire to know what the will of the Lord is for 
we realize that the days are evil and, God, we just ask that you 
will have your way among us tonight.  And we stand in 
expectation of what you desire to deposit in our lives tonight, 
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and this is in the precious name of your son, Jesus Christ that 
we pray in every heart in agreement said.  Amen, amen. 

 
 If you have your scripture, we’re going to be in Colossian 

Chapter Three tonight.  And we’re going to be coming around to 
start in this idea of a disease that everybody suffers from.  You 
may not be willing to admit that you suffer from it, but it affects 
everyone and that disease -- I didn’t look it in a medical 
dictionary.  I believe this was in a Thomas dictionary, but it’s 
called Bandwagonitis. 

 
 Bandwagonitis, other people might view it is green grass-it is, 

but Paul here is going to open up some things for us in a few 
moments.  And as I was reading through this, I couldn’t help but 
to understand where we are in this day in time and, you know, if 
you’re a sports fan at all -- I know Pastor Charles is a sports 
fanatic, we have a lot of fun around sports but, you know, this is 
the summer of Kevin Durant.  This has been all about Kevin 
Durant and his free agency decision and people on pins and 
needles starting on July 1st, just waiting and watching and 
hoping and praying that they would win what they called the 
Kevin Durant sweepstakes. 

 
 And we live in this era, the kind of super teams that LeBron 

started back in 2010 when he went to Miami to join forces with 
Dwayne Wade and Chris Bosh.  And then, it’s amazing how 
people who probably couldn’t even tell you where the Golden 
State Warriors play all of a sudden now are humungous fans.  
And as soon as you get to a point where people decide to take 
their talents elsewhere, it’s amazing that people tend to redirect 
their passions, their affections, and their attention somewhere 
else.  And then, we have these images of burning Jerseys and 
buying new ones, which my wife would tell you, I hate wasting 
money.  That’s the dumbest thing that I could imagine.  That’s a 
crazy thought to me, but people suffer from Bandwagonitis, and 
these Bandwagonitis isn’t a new phenomenon. 

 
 We can look in scripture and see clear example.  In first Samuel 

Chapter Eight, we see there where the children of Israel wanted 
a new king just like everybody else.  That’s Bandwagonitis 
mentality, doing things simply because other people are doing it, 
Bandwagonitis. 

 
00:05:04 
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 Bandwagonitis can also hit when there’s a little fire added to a 

situation, where there’s pressure added to a situation, and we 
see this in the New Testament with Peter.  Peter, one minute is 
the most devout follower of Christ that you will ever find.  He is 
defending Him to the point he’s cutting people’s ear off, you 
know, Peter was a bad boy, but then you see that same Peter 
denying him, supporting him and defending him when times are 
good, but when things get tough, he becomes a bandwagon 
person.  And we should never sacrifice our principles for what’s 
popular, and that’s what Paul is leaning towards, and I just 
want us to come around this beginning in verse one of 
Colossians Chapter Three, and I’m reading from the ESV 
version where scripture says, “If then you have been raised with 
Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at 
the right hand of God.  Set your minds on things that are above, 
not on things that are on earth.  For you have died, and your life 
is hidden with Christ.”  Say, “Hidden with Christ.” 

 
 “Your life is hidden with Christ in God.  When Christ who is 

your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.  
Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, 
impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is 
idolatry.  On account of these the wrath of God is coming.  In 
these you too once walked, when you were living in them.”  
Yeah, Paul calls us out right there. 

 
 “But now” -- somebody say, “But now you must put them all 

away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your 
mouth.  Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off 
the old self with its practices and have put on the new self, 
which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its 
creator.  Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and 
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, 
and in all.”  I want to say that again, “But Christ is all, and in 
all.” 

 
 Verse 12 says, “Put on then.”  Now, he has told us to set our 

mind on things above and put things to death and put off the old 
self and put on the new self, and he lands in Verse 12 and he 
says, “Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved.”  In 
here, he’s about to list what we need to cloth ourselves in.  
Number one, he says, “Compassionate hearts, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another 
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and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each 
other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.”  
Amen somebody? 

 
 “And above all these put on love, which binds everything 

together in perfect harmony.  And let the peace of Christ rule in 
your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be 
thankful.  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching 
and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs,” and we’ve been blessed with that 
already.  Amen?  “With thankfulness in your hearts to God.  And 
whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”  
Let the church say, Amen.  I know I might need to catch some of 
you all up on your Bible reading.  But in these 17 verses, Paul 
list out really a three-part process of what God is calling us to, 
and here is how it kind of unfolds. 

 
 Everybody say, “Step one.”  The first thing is that we have to 

have eternal eyesight.  Paul starts this off saying, you know 
what?  There’s going to be a lot of stuff happening around you 
but I want you to make sure that your focus is in the right place.  
We have to set our eyes, he says exactly on things that are 
above, not on the temporal things on the earth.  So, we have to 
have eternal eyesight.  It’s very, very, very tempting, and I’m 
going to read in a moment in a different version something that 
I love that this chapter pulls out, but it’s very easy to focus on 
these two balls that are in our head. 

 
 Last week, I had a bit of a health scare, and I went down to a pit 

of mine, and I had to have a CAT scan done.  And I went to my 
neurologist a couple of days ago, and I’m sitting there in his 
office and just kind of twiddling my thumbs, and he’s on his 
computer banging and packing, and he looks at me and he said, 
“Mr. Thomas, have you ever seen a picture of your brain?”  And I 
said, “As a matter of fact, I haven’t.  It’s not like, you know, 
anybody is really offering to show it to me.” 

 
00:10:04 
 And so, he called me over to his side of the desk, and he walks 

me through step by step, images of everything that’s inside of 
here.  And he works from the very top, and works his way down, 
and you start to see more and more matter.  And you see where 
the spinal cord begins and spinal fluid, and it came down farther 
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and, you know, I’m like, “Hey, that looks kind of familiar.”  He’s 
like, “Yeah, that’s your eye sockets and then you see your nasal 
cavity, and you see where your spinal cord starts.”  It was one of 
the most fascinating things that I’ve ever been able to see in my 
life.  But I didn’t really focus on that because I realize that I’m 
just dust and, at some point, I’m not going to occupy this body at 
all, but Paul says, we have to have eternal eyesight. 

 
 The second thing in the list that he goes through, he says that 

we really have to have earthly elimination.  After we have 
eternal eyesight of setting our vision, our hearts, affections, 
everything on things that are above and pursuing the plan of 
God, setting our desires to just follow God’s will for our lives, he 
said, there has to be an elimination of some earthly things.  
There has to be an elimination of some attitudes that are 
considered okay by the world, and I love that he lists it out. 

 
 He tells us clearly in verse five.  He says, “Put to death therefore 

what is earthly in you.”  Put it to death and then, you know, it’s 
always one smart rascal in the group who say, “Well, what 
exactly do you mean?”  Well, he clearly defines for us.  He says, 
sexual immorality.  Put it to death.  Impurity, put it to death.  
Passion, evil desire, covetousness, put it all to death.  And then, 
he says that you have to put them all away and he says, “If I 
didn’t catch you in the first list, I got a few other things that I 
need to talk you about that you might struggle with.  Anger.”  
And I know none of you all ever struggle with anger and losing 
your cool, but that’s in the list.  He says, put it to death, 
eliminate it, and get rid of it.  You got to make sure that you’re 
not controlled by these things: wrath, malice, slander, obscene 
talk from your mouth, don’t lie to one another.  Put off this old 
self.  That’s the whole thought of this whole Bandwagonitis idea.  
You take off the old to be able to put on the new. 

 
 One of the funniest images I saw this week was after the Hawks 

let Al Horford walking and we have signed Dwight Howard.  
There was a kid who have creatively takeover the back of his Al 
Horford Jersey and made the 15 to 12 and chase it from Horford 
to Howard because he understood that there is some people who 
just with this Bandwagonitis mentality, they’re just looking for 
the next big thing, but God is looking for faithful followers.  He’s 
not interested in bandwagon fans.  He wants people who are 
willing to be committed to the process. 
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 So, after Paul says we have to have eternal eyesight, after he 
says we have to have earthly elimination, the third thing he 
says is that we got to have effective equipment.  You got to have 
effective equipment.  Now, as a father to three sons, it’s not 
enough for me to tell my kids what not to do.  Don’t do this.  
Don’t do that because they’re young.  They’re curious.  They’re 
interested in a lot of stuff.  So, their minds start to go off saying, 
“Hmm… I wonder why daddy say I can’t do that.”  But what 
daddy’s role is to clearly define the things that they should 
pursue in anger laughter.  So, we have to have effective 
equipment.  It’s not enough for me to say, take off your dirty 
clothes and put them on the hamper.  They’re like, “Okay.  What 
do you want us to put on? Should I put on my pajama?  Should I 
put on a swimsuit?  What do I need to put on?” 

 
 Paul clearly tells us we need to put on compassionate hearts.  

We need to put on kindness and humility and meekness and 
patience and bearing with one another.  We need to put on 
forgiveness towards one another.  We need to cloth ourselves in 
love that binds everything together.  We have to equip ourselves 
with the peace of Christ.  We have to equip ourselves with 
gratitude.  He says, “Be thankful.  Be thankful.”  You know, 
sometimes, gratitude seems to be a kind of lost art, but Paul 
brings us back to it. 

 
 I want to read this verses four.  It’s in the message Bible 

because Eugene Peters and the way he pulls some of these stuffs 
together is just mind blowing and it hit me right between the 
eyes, and I hope that it’ll quicken something in your heart as 
well. 

 
 So, Colossians Chapter Three, and the message Bible reads like 

this.  It says, “So if you’re serious about living this new 
resurrection life with Christ, act like it.  Pursue the things over 
which Christ presides.  Don’t shuffle along, eyes to the ground, 
absorbed with the things right in front of you.  Look up, and be 
alert to what is going on around Christ -- that’s where the action 
is.  See things from his perspective.”  So, immediately, Paul 
starts off by saying, it’s not about you.  Stop focusing on what’s 
you can see right in front of you.  It says concern yourself.  Be 
alert to what is going on around Christ.  It makes me think of 
the image at times when anxiety tries to take over my life when 
depression might try to come and get me. 
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00:15:04 
 
 I remember the image of Jesus in the boat, resting peaceful, 

chilling, not worried at all because he had the peace of God that 
ruled his heart.  So, we have to look up to what’s going on 
around Christ.  Verse three says, “Your old life is dead.  Your 
new life, which is your real life --even though invisible to 
spectators -- is with Christ in God.  He is your life.  When Christ 
(your real life, remember) shows up again on this earth, you’ll 
show up, too -- the real you, the glorious you.  Meanwhile, be 
content with obscurity, like Christ.  And that means killing off 
everything connected with that way of death: sexual 
promiscuity, impurity, lust,” -- listen to this next one.  I like how 
he phrased it.  “Doing whatever you feel like whenever you feel 
like it.” 

 
 Anybody ever been there?  I get around to it when I get it 

around to it.  He says, put that thing to death.  He says grabbing 
whatever attracts your fancy.  For some people, it might be a 
bag of potato chips.  It might be sweets.  It might be a cellphone.  
It might be a lot of things, but he says, “Don’t grab whatever 
attracts your fancy.”  Peter and then goes on to say that, “That’s 
a life shaped by things and feelings instead of by God.  It’s 
because of this kind of thing that God is about to explode in 
anger.  It wasn’t long ago that you were doing all that stuff and 
not knowing any better.”  Calling us out again. 

 
 There was a time where we did know better.  He goes on verse 

Eight said, “But you know better now, so make sure it’s all gone 
for good: bad temper, irritability, meanness, profanity, dirty 
talk.  Don’t lie to one another.  You’re done with that old life.  
It’s like a filthy set of ill-fitting clothes that you’ve stripped off 
and put in the fire.”  That’s burning that old Jersey again. 

 
 He says, “Now you’re dressed in a new wardrobe.  Every item of 

your new way of life is custom-made by the Creator, with his 
label on it.”  It’s custom-made by the Creator and it has His 
label on it.  We’re called by His name.  We’re formed in fashion 
after Him, and we have to walk around acting like our daddy’s 
name is in our tag.  We have to be done with the old and come to 
that new wardrobe.  It says, “Every item of your new way of life 
is custom-made by the Creator.  All the old fashions are now 
obsolete.  Words like Jewish and non-Jewish, religious and 
irreligious, insider and outsider, uncivilized and uncouth, slave 
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and free, mean nothing.  From now on -- from this point on -- 
everyone is defined by Christ, and everyone is included in 
Christ. 

 
 So, we have to fight the feeling to have sort of an “us and them” 

mentality because we’ve all been created in the image after the 
likeness of God almighty.  Some people don’t realize it yet, but 
everyone is defined by Christ, not by what we possess, not by 
how smart we are, not by where we live, not what school we 
went to, not who we are related to, everyone is defined by 
Christ.  Everyone is included in Christ.  It’s God’s heartbeat that 
we can began to see people as Christ sees them.  We have to look 
that everybody desires to belong.  Everybody is looking for a 
place of just acceptance.  Everyone is included in Christ.  
Everyone is defined by Christ. 

 
 “So, chosen by God for this new life of love, dress in the 

wardrobe that God picked out for you --” the custom-made with 
his label in it that he picked out just for you -- “Compassion, 
kindness, humility, quiet strength, discipline.”  It says, “Be 
even-tempered --” I like this next part.  It says, “Be content with 
second place.”  That’s what I have to tell Pastor Charles all the 
time we play basketball, just be content with second place, be 
content with second place.  “Be quick to forgive an offense.” 

 
 Husbands and wives, it’s about to come down your lane.  It says, 

“Forgive as quickly and completely as the Master forgave you.  
Forgive as quickly and completely as the Master forgave you.”  
We’re preaching.  You all know what he did to me.  You all know 
what she said to me.  Forgive as quickly and completely as the 
Master forgave you.  I love Paul in Romans 12, he put it in such 
a wonderful way.  He said as much as depends on you, strive to 
live at peace with all people as much it depends on you.  The 
person might be dead and gone.  That’s fine.  As much it 
depends on you. They won’t take my phone call.  They won’t 
return my text messages, as much as depends on you.  We have 
to forgive quickly and completely as the Master has forgiven us. 

 
00:20:11 
 
 I definitely didn’t get to everything that I wanted to hit tonight, 

but I don’t want us to suffer from Bandwagonitis.  The scripture 
ends there where it talks about how we have to let every detail 
in our lives, whatever we do, our words, our actions, our 
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thoughts, whatever we do, we have to do them in the name of 
Christ Jesus our Lord.  We have to thank God every step of the 
way, and so it’s my prayer that as we are walking through life 
together that we won’t sacrifice our principles for what’s 
popular, that will be committed to the process even if when it’s 
uncomfortable, that we’ll take our heart commitment to say that 
I’m going to bloom right where I am planted.  I’m going to 
flourish and prosper right in the place that God has me.  Amen?  
Let’s pray. 

 
 Father, we thank you so much for all that you are to us, God.  

Father, I thank you for the truth of your words that is 
accomplished for us. 

 
(Music Playing) 
 
 It shows us the way that we need to go.  It helps to highlight and 

bring to life the things that we need to work on.  So God, it’s our 
prayer that you continue to help to find tune our character, that 
you continue to make us sensitive to the things around us that 
you desire to utilize our influence in our voice.  God, I thank you 
that your Holy Spirit rest on the inside of our hearts.  And 
Father, as we are continuing to grow in your grace, God, I pray 
that you’ll continue to take us by the hand, Lord, lead us every 
step of the way.  So Father, we thank you for this time that 
we’ve had to come around your word.  I pray that you will help 
us to be committed to putting off the things that are earthly and 
putting on the things that are eternal. 

 
 Father, I thank you for just burning in our hearts tonight, your 

eternal truth.  I pray that it resonates with us, God.  Truth isn’t 
always pretty, but it’s necessary for us to continue to grow.  So 
God, I thank you for challenging our hearts tonight, and I ask 
that the seed that it has been planted in your word will take root 
and bear fruit in the precious name of Jesus, we pray.  Amen.  
Amen. 

 
Female: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com.  This was the 

message titled, “Bandwagonitis” by Jason Thomas.  This 
message is number 6453.  That’s 6453.  To listen to over a 
thousand free messages or to send this message number 6453 to 
a friend, go to BrothersoftheWord.com. 
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Male: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to 
help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com.  That’s 
iwanttogive.com. 

 
Female: Listen to BrothersoftheWord.com often because brother you 

need the word. 
 
(Music Playing) 
 
00:23:22 
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