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Glendon Francis: If you only hope for what you see, then that is not hope.  That is 
not hope, but you have to hope for what you cannot see.  That is 
hope. 

 
Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is the message 

titled, “Expectant Living” by Glendon Francis.  This message is 
number 6459.  That’s 6459.  Listen to over a thousand free 
messages on brothersoftheword.com. 

 
(Music Playing) 
 
Female: And now for 6459, Expectant Living. 
 
Glendon Francis: Welcome to Brothers of the Word and brother, you need the 

word. 
 
 The apostle Paul lived his life on a basic philosophy or principle 

and that is, for me to live is Christ and to die is -- come on, 
church, help me out a minute -- and to die is gain. 

 
 Now, philosophy is a system of beliefs, a belief that governs one’s 

life.  Philosophy is a system of belief, a belief that governs one’s 
life and everybody has a philosophy, whether it’s stated or not 
stated. 
 

 You get up in the morning and you get up with a purpose.  You 
get up with a cause.  You get up to go to work.  You work 
because of your philosophy, your principle, something that 
guides you.  You go there to work to provide a living for yourself 
and for your family.  You go there because you want to be better, 
make somebody else better or overall, just be a better person, to 
have money, to be able to buy a house.  If you have a house, to 
be able to maintain your house.  If you have family, to be able to 
maintain your family.  So, there’s a reason for which each of us 
get up in the morning. 
 

 Every reason or purpose differs, but one has a philosophy, 
whether it’s stated or it’s implicit, whether it’s implied, but we 
all of a philosophy by which we live our lives and without which, 
there’s no purpose, there’s no direction in our lives.  There’s no 
reason or cause for living.  So, this simple philosophy or belief is 
that which propels us.  It gives us the impetus.  It gives us the 
energy that we need to get up in the mornings and do what we 
need to do. 
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 So, for Paul, it was simple as this.  For me to live is Christ and 

to die is gain.  That’s in its simplest form.  So, when he went out 
to do that which God had called him to do and when he faced the 
perplexities and difficulties in life and he felt like giving up, he 
rested his life upon one principle, upon a foundation that he has 
established and that is, for me, to live is Christ and for me to die 
is gain. 
 

 He had shipwreck.  He was thrown in prison.  He was 
abandoned by his friends.  For me, to live is Christ.  For me, to 
die is gain.  And that helped him in times of trouble.  That kept 
him in times of difficulties. 
 

 So, this begs the question, what is that which drives me as an 
individual?  What is that that gives me strength to face the 
challenges and difficulties that I will face or I have faced in life?  
What is it? 
 

 It is a rhetorical question, so you have to find that which gives 
you purpose, which gives you a reason to get up and you have to 
establish that as soon as possible in your life.  If not, you’re 
going to be drifted to and fro, without a purpose in your life, 
without -- no direction. 
 

 If you are going to school and you don’t have a goal, something 
like you want to achieve, you’re going to become a pariah 
student and I don’t mean that in a bad way.  Because some of 
us, we just like to study, but you move from career to career 
because there was not a basic principle, a basic foundation, a 
basic philosophy that has been developed and established earlier 
that drives you towards your goal, that pushes you towards your 
goal.  So, for Christ -- for Paul, it was for me, to live is Christ 
and to die is gain. 
 

 Now, that brings us to our subject for the moment and that is 
expectant living.  Expectant living, live with expectation.  Live 
in anticipation.  Live with hope as there’s something great, 
something good is about to happen.  I don’t what it is, but 
something good is about to happen because I believe for me, to 
live is Christ and to die is gain. 

 
00:05:01 
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 And I know in whom I‘m believing and I’m trusting in this God 
and I know something great is going to happen and going to 
happen today. 
 

 Every day, you get up, something good is going to happen today.  
I don’t know what it is, but something wonderful is going to 
happen today and that brings us also to our word for the 
moment and it’s found in the Book of Romans.  Romans Chapter 
8 if you will. 
 

 Romans Chapter 8 and Verse 18.  For I reckon that the suffering 
in this life is not worth to be compared to the glory that shall be 
revealed in us.  For I reckon that the suffering in this life is not 
worth to be compared to the glory that shall be revealed. 
 

 The word “reckon” is legitimize.  It means to calculate, to gather.  
It can be an accounting word as well as a legal terminology.  In 
the legal world, in the court system, to reckon or legitimize is 
you gather all the information, you gather all the facts and upon 
ascertaining all the facts, you come to a reasonable and 
intelligent decision based upon examination of the facts, I 
reckon.  Within the accounting department or field, it’s to 
calculate, get -- do all your math, do all your calculation and 
then come up with a logical conclusion about all the facts or 
about all the information. 
 

 So, what Paul is saying here is that, I reckon that the suffering 
of this life is not worth to be compared with future glory.  
 

 Understand this.  What is implied thereto is that in this life, you 
shall have tribulation.  In this life, you will suffer.  That’s just a 
given.  That’s a given, that’s a phenomenon that will always be 
with us.  Suffering.  It goes on to explain to us that creation 
itself is suffering. 
 

 When you read the rest of the chapter, it says that creation is 
growing.  Creation is groaning.  Creation is in travail.  Creation 
is hurting.  Creation is looking for a time in which creation itself 
shall be what? Revealed.  Or creation itself shall be delivered.  
Creation itself shall be set at liberty and we’ll get into that later 
on. 
 

 So, it’s not only mankind that is suffering, but creation itself is 
suffering.  You see, we just have what?  Hurricane Thomas.  We, 
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you know, Hurricane Andrew.  Different hurricane.  We have 
tornados, we have tsunami.  Creation was never designed to do 
those things. 
 

 The animal kingdom, there’s a lot of suffering within the animal 
kingdom. 
 

 So, creation was subjected to suffering.  If you go back to the 
Book of Genesis, Genesis Chapter 3.  After sin entered into the 
world, God pronounces judgment upon man, upon creation.  So, 
creation itself is suffering.  Creation is not what it ought to be. 

 
 In the Book of Isaiah, Isaiah Chapter 11.  God promises that one 

day, the lion and the sheep, they shall lay down together and a 
child shall play with a snake and the child will not be bitten or 
hurt by that, but that’s future. 

 
 So, creation is expecting one day that the child be liberated, that 

the child be delivered, that it will be returned to its original 
state.  So, the statement here that Paul is making is that, not 
only is mankind suffering, but what is equally true is that 
creation itself is suffering and what happened, both mankind 
and creation is set on parallel.  They are -- he’s making a 
comparison between the two.  He says that creation shall be 
liberated.  Creation shall be set free, but this will not happen 
until we, the sons of God, are liberated, are being set free.  We’ll 
develop that hopefully later. 
 

 But he says, no, the suffering of this life is not worth to be 
compared with glory that shall be revealed.  So, what happened 
here is that suffering in a whole can lead to anxiety.  Suffering 
problems can lead to depression.  Suffering problems can lead to 
one being suicidal.  So, what Paul did to create a balance within 
his life, he uses the word to reckon and it’s as though he has a 
balance scale and what he did, he placed his suffering in this 
life, in one side of the scale and what happened when he places 
his own experience, being shipwrecked, being talked about, 
being maligned, being, you name it.  Whatever he was going 
through, he places it on one side of the scale and what happened 
when he places current experience on one side of the scale, the 
scale went way down.  It was tilting towards depression, 
suffering, anxiety, cancer. 
 

00:10:03 
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 You name it.  Ulcer, emotional distress because of the suffering 

and the pain.  So, Paul says, wait a minute, wait a minute.  I 
was not designed to live like that.  So, how can I find balance?  
Where can I find balance in my life where I do not get up, I do 
not go to bed depressed and get up being depressed?  Where do I 
find that balance? 

 
 And so he finds that balance in hope, in future glory.  So, what 

he did, as matter of -- he was a philosopher.  Paul was not just a 
theologian, Paul was a philosopher par excellence and so was 
Christ I must say.  And so what he did is a philosophical term 
and it’s a logical term.  He places as I said, what he’s going 
through on one side of the scale and it just weighs him down.  
You know what I’m talking about?  Your situation, the bills to 
pay, taxes coming up, the IRS.  Okay, let me talk to this side. 

 
 You know what I’m talking -- yeah, I’m not getting (00:11:05) 

over here, but the bills and you know, the headache going to bed 
without knowing how you’re going to make two ends meet as it 
were and that can be depressing, that can be crushing, that can 
be exhausting, that can be frustrating, that can lead to a heart 
attack.  You know, just the stress of life. 

 
 So, you need a balance.  So, where does he find it?  He said, 

“Aha! Here it is.  Let me go to future glory.  Let me see what 
shall happen in the future.” 

 
 So, when he went to future glory and he places it on the other 

side of the scale, no weapon formed against me shall prosper.  
Oh, he’s going down over here.  I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens me.  It goes further down.  The love of 
God constrained me.  All things, Romans Chapter 8:28.  All 
things work together for the good of them that love God.  Future 
glory start out when there’s pain and suffering. 

 
 I am convinced that neither death in our life, nor things to come, 

nor things present, nor angels, nor principality, nothing shall be 
able to separate me from God’s love.  My pain, my suffering.  
Guess what?  This side of the scale starts hanging down.  
Instead of being weighed down by his problems and current 
suffering and his problems, he started focusing on hope, who he 
is, what he has been called to do, what he has been called to be 
and the person who called him and persuaded that he’s able to 
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keep that which I have committed against him until that day.  I 
know in whom I believed in. 

 
 God is not a man that He should lie neither is He the Son of 

man that he should repent and he rested upon the promises of 
God and he lived his life in expectancy and so, what happened 
though, instead of being bogged down by future, by current 
problems, now he’s stepping over on this side.  So, he’s walking 
with a swag, with a lean.  You know what I’m saying?  Lean. 

 
 So, that’s and so he balanced out his life and let me say this, I’m 

not preaching a pie in the sky theology here.  I’m just dealing 
with reality because even in a practical way, if you do not have 
hope, you can die without hope.  A person who’s living without 
hope dies easily, because you see, hope feeds the soul and the 
soul feeds the body.  Man shall not live by bread alone. 

 
 Okay, let me give you an example.  If you were in a desert or you 

were lost in the wilderness, the moment you lose hope, you can 
die.  But if you are there by yourself without food or water and 
you say, I remember my children, I’m fighting this, I got to see 
my son, I got to see my wife, I got to see my daughter, I’m 
fighting this.  You are basically feeding your soul and what the 
soul does in response, the soul feeds the body and it keeps you 
alive.  Just hope, not bread and water, but hope that is keeping 
you alive. 
 

 And so, man cannot live his life just in that.  If in this life you 
have hope in Christ, you are like most men, most miserable.  
Hope goes beyond this life, in this life.  You can have hope and 
you should have hope because Christ is everything.  I tell you 
this real quick.  I came to America Eddie Murphy month.  I 
came to America -- I came to America with $70.00 in my pocket 
and didn’t know what I was I going to do, but I trusted God.  I 
was not trusting God for the moment because I came here in 
1991. 
 

 It’s not being braggadocios or anything like that.  Today, my 
wife hasn’t worked for like five years because my baby had 
eczema, she couldn’t work and we were able to buy a nice home 
in one salary which is my salary and we are living comfortably.  
We are living good because I saw my life in Christ.  It’s not what 
I’m doing today that got me where I am today.  It was I did 20 
years ago. 
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00:15:00 
 
 It was I did 10 years ago.  It was I did 15 years ago.  It was I did 

last week.  I hoped in Christ and if you hope for -- here in the 
book, you can read (00:15:11), but I’ve swallowed it, you know, so 
I’m regurgitating it to you now.  But if you only hope for what 
you see, then that is not hope, that is not hope, but you have to 
hope for what you cannot see.  That is hope and so you live your 
life as though whatever God has promised, it will happen.  
Whatever He says, it’s going to happen.  Whatever He says, it’s 
going to happen, whether or not I believe it.  Some people say is 
that, I believe that settles it.  No, God says it and that settles it 
whether I believe it or not. 
 

 God says this, my word will not return to me void, but it will 
accomplish everything, everything that I’ve said it all to 
accomplish.  So, you live your life in hope, you trust in God, not 
just for the moment because five years ago, I could not see.  
When I was in Jamaica, I could not see myself, mind somebody 
and providing for.  Why?  Because I just didn’t have it but I live 
in hope and it’s all good.  It’s all, he’s trust me, so it will work 
out.  If it doesn’t work out in this life, it will work out, it will 
work out, it will work out, I promise you. 
 

 Listen, you may not have a home right now, but listen, God says 
this, “I go to prepare a place for you that where I am, you will be 
also.  In my Father’s house, there are many, many mansions.  If 
it was not so, I would not have told you this.” 
 

 So you live in hope, you live in expectancy.  It’s a great day, it’s a 
good day and I said what I said earlier on rather comically that 
this is the day that God has made, let us rejoice and be glad in 
Him. 
 

 My philosophy today is basically this, God, this is the day that 
you have made, help me not to mess it up.  The only way this 
day can be bad for me if I mess it up but if I stay on God’s 
program and live in expectancy and live with expectation, live in 
hope and stay prayed up, stay in faith, it’s all good.  It doesn’t 
matter the outcome because it says that this is the day that the 
Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in Him.  It does not tell 
us the circumstances of the day.  It just said, rejoice and be glad 
in it.  Live in expectancy. 
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 Now, creation.  It says that creation is groaning, creation is 

waiting for the adaptation or the liberation of the Son of God 
and it says that creation is waiting eagerly.  You have in your 
Bible earnestly is one word that is used there.  What is it?  The 
Greek is apokaradokia.  Okay, “dokia” in Greek is expectation.  
Kara is head.  Apo is from, from head expectation.  That doesn’t 
sound right so we have to clarify it in English. 

 
 So basically, what it is saying that creation is doing.  When he 

says that creation is waiting in expectation for the revelation.  
You may have manifestation that’s a poor translation.  It should 
be revelation because the word that is used there, there are 
different words in the Greek for revelation and manifestation is 
a different Greek word.  But the word that is used for creation 
waiting is revelation.  Something to be uncovered, something to 
be uncovered.  So picture this, let me give you something that 
you can relate to. 
 

 It’s as though creation is in the stand, in the stadium and there’s 
something happening in the football field and creation is in the 
bleachers, way up there in the stand and creation cannot see 
what is going on.  But creation here is rumbling, something as 
though the Falcon is about to score a touchdown and the 
Broncos and creation is whelping in the bleachers.  So, what 
creation does is that everybody in the stand is standing up and 
so creation cannot see, but creation hears the rumbling and 
creation knows something is about to happen.  So, what creation 
does is that creation gets up on his feet and creation starts to 
stretch forth his neck, to look over the other spectators to see 
what is happening on the field because creation knows that if 
the Falcon score our goal, then my time, my chance, my 
redemption, my time to score a goal is coming.  So, what Paul 
did is that when he gets discouraged, he said okay, my 
redemption is uncertainty even as creation.  My redemption is 
uncertainty even as the redemption or creation is uncertainty.  
So, when I get discouraged, I know that creation is going to be 
redeemed.  I know that there is redemption coming for creation.  
So, when I get up in the morning, I look up and I say, the 
heavens declare the glory of God and firmament showeth His 
handiwork.  Day after day, there’s no where the language, where 
the voice is not heard.  I look at the trees.  I said, oh my, one 
day, everything is going to beautiful.”  I look at the sands and I 
say, one day, there would be no more sands, but before all that 
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happens, I shall be revealed.  My glory, my manifestation shall 
proceed that of creation.  So, I’m hyped, I’m even more hyped.  
I’m even more excited than creation standing in the grandstand 
looking for something to happen.  I’m looking with even more 
expectation, with even more expectancy for something to happen 
for me. 

 
00:20:00 
 
 My glory is coming and my glory is coming before creation and 

creation cannot be glorified before I am glorified 
 

 Jesus Christ is coming for me.  Something is going to happen to 
me, something is going to happen for me and I live in that 
reality.  I live with that expectation. 
 

 What about us, what about you, how should we live our life?  
Expectant living.  Expect something grand, something great, 
something wonderful to happen every day, wherever you are 
because that’s the God that we serve and whatever God has 
called you to do, wherever He sends you, you go with 
expectation, with a purpose.  You formulate a philosophy and 
you live on that philosophy knowing that the God that you have 
trusted is able to do -- exceed in the abundantly more and 
beyond what you can even imagine, what you can dream, what 
you can think.  That’s the God because He’s all powerful.  That’s 
the God we serve and we live our life with that kind of 
expectation, with that kind of energy, that kind of drive and 
nothing shall be able to separate us from the love of God.  We 
live in expectation.  We live with expectancy.  We live, believe 
Him that if it takes God to burst the sky for my glory to come, is 
going to come and if it doesn’t come on this life, it’s going to 
come in the life to come. 
 

 Live your life in expectancy for the glory of God.  Thank you for 
joining us at Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the 
word. 

 
Female: You are listening to brotheroftheword.com.  This was the 

message titled, “Expectant Living” by Glendon Francis.  This 
message is number 6459.  That’s 6459.  To listen to over a 
thousand free messages or to send this message number 6459 to 
a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com. 
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Male: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to 
help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com.  That’s 
iwanttogive.com. 

 
Female: Listen to brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you’ll 

need the word. 
 
(Music Playing) 
 
00:22:18 
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