
Transcribed by Tech-Synergy

Render My Money Financial
Empowerment Class

Sermon Title: Render My Money Financial Empowerment Class
Sermon Number: 6466
Speaker: Gerald Render

Link to sermon audio - http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/6466.mp3
Link to sermon video - http://theark.s3.amazonaws.com/vid/6466.mp4

BrothersofTheWord.com



www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/6466.mp3

Gerald Render: You have to un-attach yourself from stuff to reach your goal.

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This is to “Render
My Money Financial Empowerment Class” Session 1 by Gerald
Render. This message is number 6466, that’s 6466. Listen to over
a thousand free messages on brothersofthword.com.

(Music Playing 00:00:20 - 00:00:48)

And now for 6466 “Render My Money Financial Empowerment
Class,” Session 1.

Gerald Render I want to welcome you all to the “Render My Money Financial
Empowerment Series.” This is the first of six series. I always like
to start by just giving you the mission of the class. And the
mission is to inspire the attitudes and to inform the minds of
Christians so they can become great stewards of God's will.

And I always like to first start preface and everything by saying
my philosophy on wealth is what’s documented in the Bible. I
understand that wealth is not just about money; wealth is also
about how you’re able to live with money or without money. It is
how you maintain your relationship with God, because we're
going to see through the scripture that there are all types of
scripture that talks about money and God’s idea of how we should
look towards money. How should our desire and how shall
attitudes be?

You've heard the saying over and over, “Your attitudes
determines your altitude.” And we have seen stories where most
people think, “If I can only get a certain amount of money, most
of my problems will be solved or all of my problems will be solved.”

I would like to always start by just going through some of the 700
Verses in the Bible that deals with money and God’s idea of
money. And the first one I like that I always look at is Proverbs.
Proverbs is the Book of Wisdom and Proverbs 10:22 says, “The
blessings of the Lord, it maketh rich and added no sorrow.” And
I always look at what's being portrayed in the media because that
really shapes our idea of how we want to live.

And I ask the question, “How many of you think of one thing,
when you think about your financial freedom, what is the one
thing that you’re going to think of that can solve your financial
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problems?” If there is one thing you could think of and how many
people here in this class for the first time? All right, great, that's
great. Okay, so I want a volunteer. And it may not be yours but
you could just make a comment on one thing that you think that
most people or some people, but you don't make it personal so
then people don’t -- well, what’s one thing you can give me that
you say, “If I have this, it will solve my problems and give me
financial freedom.” okay?

So he said, “Financial freedom would be able to buy what you
want where you want to buy.” okay? That's money, so as more
money, right? Anybody else? So, we got more money, that's one.
Anybody else got one -- okay. Pay off mortgage, okay? Pay off
mortgage(ph) says, “Decrease of death.” Okay? So, we got more
money, decrease in death. Anybody else? We got another we got
-- okay?

Now, remember this is the one thing I have was solved my
financial problems. So, being able to help other people that it may
give you a good feeling, okay? So, we've heard reduced death and
we've heard make more money and then we've heard help people
or how I can extend goodwill towards others.

Some of those answers would come into our process of how we
obtain financial freedom. Some of those things we would go and
talk about the steps. But the first one I always like to deal with
is more money because deep down inside, I think that is the
prevalent idea among 99% even though people don't see it. I know
99% of people think, “If I can get more money, it’s going to be the
single thing that can solve my problems because I ain’t going to
mess it up, I’m not going to do this. More money will solve my
problem.”

And I'm here to tell you that more money would not guarantee to
solve your problem. The number one thing that's most important
is stewardship. But your stewardship always starts with what is
your idea of stewardship come from. So, the first thing, you have
to have the right idea of stewardship and that comes from God.
The philosophy of the type of stewardship you need to solve your
financial problems comes from God, it’s in the Bible. And I’m
going to go through to that because I’ve always wanted a blessing
with no added sorrow.

00:05:00
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And you look today, you look on TV, you look at all the things they
are projecting and you see all the reality shows. You see the
Instagram superstars, you see people who have acquired millions
of dollars and they all have added sorrow, most of them.

I mean, everybody know Kanye West? He had millions, he
married a girl with millions and the man was just in a crazy
house. Now, how many people in here recently in the last three
months have had to be checked in, anybody? That’s sorrow. That
is sorrow. You know, three out of four lottery winners say they
wish they have never won the lottery, three out four.

More money would not solve your problems if that's the only
thing. So, I want to get everybody to understand this class, the
idea is not to teach you about more money. The goal of this class
is to enlighten you of God's plan for stewardship because we’re
going to do a financial mission.

I used to do financial visions but I think visions were a little too
lost(ph). I'm going to tell you about a financial vision when we're
going to do a mission because we want steps and we want to
understand. But one thing we thought understanding our
financial freedom and what financial stands and what God's plan.

When we put it in place, we will we see that we won't have all the
other baggage that we see around us and we won't have the desire
for stuff. See, when you are full and you have eaten all you can
eat, I don’t care how good that piece of cake recipe. If you are full,
you cannot take a bite. It will make you sick. I mean, when you’re
really full.

Yeah, I know some of us just stretch our stomach and others --
but I’m talking about to the capacity how God feels us because the
things you want where you have God’s financial wealth or God’s
wealth is you want the life to how it goes with the way you have
peace. And see, we're in the society that teaches us that peace
comes with the desires of stuff.

See, when we walk out of this door, we are bombarded with
images that says, “You don’t feel good unless you drive a Lexus.
Well, you're not shopping(ph) unless you got a (00:07:18)
pocketbook.” I don't know what (00:07:19) but I just saw
(00:07:20) yesterday with -- I’ll say Louis Vuitton. I don't know
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how to pronounce it right but you don't feel like you’re special
unless you got a Louis Vuitton.

That's what marketers do. Marketers are designed to make you
think you need their product. One definition is, the goal of the
market is to make you buy more stuff more often. I'm going to get
better at this but I had a video I want to play by (00:07:44) store.
There is an NBA player, two players I want to talk about.

One is, big time NBA player that plays with the Spurs, his name
is Leonard. He’s a superstar, just signed a $94 million contract
with the NBA Spurs. And they had him on the news because he's
driving the same car in 1997 that he had when he drove across
the country to go to college, a ‘97 Tahoe. And he had gotten a deal
with Wingstop(ph) and he buys all his food on coupon with
Wingstop.

And they were marveling because the stories we see are not there.
We don't see those stories. And there’s another player and his
name was Marshawn Lynch. He grew up in the Inner(ph) City of
Oakland and he had a nine-year career. In nine years, he made
$49 million playing football. He didn't spend a dime of his
earning. He lived off his endorsements. And now, his
endorsements now, not always but it was like five million a year.
And I read an article; I saw and read some of the comments that
people were saying. He was like, “What? If I have five million, I
could live with five million a year.” But they don't understand
how relative that is.

See, how many people got a new bike for Christmas, something
new for Christmas one time in their life that you are excited
about? Okay, when you got that thing, what happened to the first
couple of weeks? How excited you were about it? It was like your
world had changed, it was the greatest thing you could ever -- I
mean, Santa Claus got -- everybody answered your prayer, right?
But what happened after a month or two months? It normalized.
And with these normalized, the value shift because it’s a thing,
it’s not special anymore. The same thing happens with money.
No matter how much money you have, if you’re attached to stuff,
you’re going to have a desire for more stuff and it’s insatiable you
would never be filled.

Well, we get filled with God’s word with an idea and I missed to
please God and you will find the pieces of your life because you’re
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not dealing with all the crap you got to deal with. The first thing
that happen when people is become(ph) of their money is if they
marry, a lot of them get divorced. Oh, you see people who go from
a regular (00:10:00) to a four you know they got a new wife.

00:10:02

They got a new husband. Just brought in turmoil, just broke the
commitment they had with God. Just went down a path that now
they guarantee it. I’m not talking about a 10(ph). Your piece is
going to change. So, I always like to think of the attitude that
Joel Osteen says. He says, “Keep a good attitude, do the right
thing even when it’s hard. When you do, you are passing a test
and God promised you, your marked moments are on their way.”
And marked moments are your goal. And this is the moral part
that people don’t understand about God's plan for wealth.

As Christians, our morality is supposed to come from the Bible,
not legislations, the Bible. And doing the right thing is sometimes
hard. Turning the other cheek if somebody do you wrong, what’s
the number one response? Hit them back.

My mom used to always say, “Two wrongs don’t make it right.”
And I used to say, “Yeah, we’re even now.” I just say, “Well, you
could be even with them in Hades(ph). You can be even with them
right in Hade’s.” I’m not going to say, “Well, (00:11:17).” You
understand what I'm saying? But there’s a reason why you
should do the right thing and I'm going to talk about that.

The other thing is that God knows and life has taught us that use
your right before we have a break in our life, we experience some
of our darkest moments. If you think back, everybody has had a
test. I don’t care if he’s is in a relationship but usually if when
that was something good that was going to happen or could have
happened or did happen, there’s always something right there
where you had a choice to make.

Even like when you're dating a guy and you see him and he's nice,
he is a good guy and you look at him and you say, “But he's kind
of boring."” It’s a test because if you had based your idea on what
the Bible said. The character how a person act, you might have
chosen that guy or girl because you don’t do something. Do you
understand?
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It's the same thing in our financial. A lot of times, we may be at
a company. And that company may not be treating us right or
you may be in a business deal and you may have had failure in
those deals. And what do we do? Quit? Get mad? You stop. And
what I found in life is that those darkest moments are the most
important learning tool. That's your preparation because when a
good thing happens, when a huge thing happens, those
experiences are what you could draw from. But experiences are
only valuable if you can recall them. Is it just because you go do
something, it don't mean it's valuable. If you can’t remember it
and you can’t recall it -- I mean when you got a good equipment,
and you got do the same thing, you understand? It's a same thing
in life, the same thing in finance, the same thing.

But sometimes, God is teaching us in a way that we can gain from
those experience. So just going through a thing is nothing
because you don’t recall it and you go through things over and
over again. So I say, experience is valuable only if you can recall
the experience when you need it. That makes sense. So, we want
to understand that the process we go through is preparing us for
our marked moment. So, if you made mistakes in your finances,
if you’ve done things, if you messed up and like, “Oh, my goodness,
this amount -- is amount but I'm never going to get out of this
whole. Maybe I need to do something that’s not okay with God.
Maybe I see this guy, he ain’t the best character wise but he got
plenty of money or maybe I see this girl.”

We make a decision, not lined up with what we’ve understood and
learned in the Bible. The Bible says, “The love of money is the
root of all evil.” And why the Bible says that and why it’s true is
because one thing you can guarantee is that if anything external
happens to you, your true love of who you are, what you really
love, that’s the truth about yourself. If you are in love with
something, if you are in love with a pig, that's true. But the thing
about when your circumstances outside you’ve changed, your
truth is going to change and expand right with it. So, if you love
money, and you think that’s my love and now I got more money I
ever can dream of, your personality is not going to expand today.
So if he was a little crook, if he was a little bit arrogant, a little
problem, if you had this as your number, if you’re a little greedy,
and you pray to God, “God, you give me a million dollars, I'm going
to praise you.” If you can get a million dollars, "God, you gave me
two million.” You it’s going to expand. Your world only changes
where you have been changed by God. What I mean by that is,
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your only world changes for the good where it has been
orchestrated by God and you will follow in His presence.

00:15:00

So, the first thing I want everybody to understand from this point
is that more money is not the one thing that’s going to solve your
problem from financial freedom. What is going to free you is you
understand God’s will and you understand that as a principle if
you lined up with what God says we should do and be and how we
should act, and how we should relate to him. So, I liked this
because when I thought about how do you have something happen
to you so fast when you get a new job, whether you -- win the
lottery, whatever happens to you because how many of us have
had a raise in a lifetime? And how many of us when we got that
raise, we didn’t see the money?

I mean, you can figure it out, you got a raise but you’re still in the
same boat, you’re still like, “I know I got paid more money but I
don’t see it.” And Proverbs 3:16 says, “Long life is in her right
hand; in her left hand are riches and honor. Her ways are
pleasant ways, and her paths are peace.” And her to me is God is
talking about wisdom.

Most times when we get more money or we don’t see an increase
in our life, it stems stands for my wisdom but we know about –
and in knowledge we know about money. Because the first thing
most people don’t know is where our money is going. Have you
ever got a summarized statement of your spending and with the
shop that you spent that much money and you make it every
month we get our credit card bill, because you’re just using
plastic, I know after the big credit thing, a lot of people stop using
plastics so much. But I remember when credit card bill you got a
bill like, “Man, I can’t believe I swear how did I spend all this
money?” or, we get cash and we’re in the beauty business and
there’s a cash business. And we knew styles that would make
$1,800 in a week or sometimes they make $1,800 in a day.

And before they got the salon, all their money halfway gone.
That’s why when we saw the beauty shop movies, you see all of
the people coming and selling this, and all the hustles coming
through the wisdom of understanding where our money is going?
How much we actually get?
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Because sometimes people don’t even check their checks in some
cases and money is tied to do both(ph). Sometimes you got big
money you don’t even check your checks. And a lot of people don’t
check their bank statements because we trust the bank. They’re
regulate it; they’re not going to cheat us. And the banks make a
lot of mistakes and most of the mistakes they make you lose.
Second Peter 1:6 says, “And to knowledge, self-control; it’s a self-
control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness.”

God is instructing us that once we get the knowledge, then we got
to act on it. Once we act on it, then we got to persevere. See, a
lot of times people go come to this series and they’re thinking that,
since class they don’t walk out of here and boom, “Oh, I got me a
budget and this budget is going to make money,” and I work that
way. Remember, we got to persevere through the understanding,
we have to know that what we want to do is -- our situation, where
we are right know, where we are standing, maybe because a lot of
mistakes we made because we did not know. Even if it’s not going
to excuse you from paying the penalties for the mistakes, but at
least it gives you or understand that you can turn around. If you
didn’t know something, at least you can say “Well, how did you
know? I can turn this thing around.”

And then, if you didn’t know it, you can say “Well this time, I’m
going to focus on this so I don’t do this thing knowingly again.”
But it’s going to take time, and the key is, and I believe that God
blesses us, truly God blesses us, well, we are ready for the blessing
because more money is not a blessing if you’re not ready for it.
Just like taking your car and saying, “You know what, you got a
nice car there but I’m going to bless you with something bigger
and faster and I’m going to take you to your new vehicle,” and
they drive you up to a 747 jet because it can drive away.

That's not bad, it’s bigger. What you want to understand is, I’m
going to start dealing in truth, I’m going to start doing what's
right and I’m going to start with not changing my partner, I’m
going to start with changing me. I mean that song Michael
Jackson, “Man in the Mirror.” That's the only thing you can
change. And that's the only person that if you lied to, you’re not
going to win. You’re going to win anyway but will you lie to
yourself? You’ll guarantee to lose. Yeah, you got to be honest
with yourself and say, “You know what, I'm wrong.” That's hard
for a lot of people.
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Then this point about money this problem I’m talking about
myself is that Proverbs 22 Verse 1 says, “A good name is rather
be chosen than great riches and loving favor rather than silver
and gold.”

See, your name is sometimes guilty by association, that’s true.
But who you really are, do people really know you, not knowing
you about who you associate with. Your name is based on what
you do. That's your reputation. So you can’t always blame
somebody else for your name being bad because you associate
with them because when you go home, those folks really know
who you are.

00:20:04

Bishop Dale said recently. He said, "When you're born to this
world, you come in looking like your parents. When you leave this
world, you leave looking like your decision." Your decisions are
always based on the truth that you decide you're going to follow.
So what I’m going to follow is, I’m going to base on my truth all
for what God says, if I have any question or anything -- I’m basing
off of God. I said, "But anytime I have any question what's right
or wrong? I'm going to search and pray about it. If I can’t figure
out in the bible what’s right or wrong, then I'm going to pray."
But I'm not going base by truth just on my emotion. Because what
God has taught us is that, "Wealth nor poverty(ph) no inherit
virtue, it's neither moral or immoral." So God don’t tell you, "You
got to be rich." He don’t tell you, "You better if you’re poor." You
know there are good rich people, there are good poor people. You
know there is no virtue because you're poor, you got bad poor
people too and you got bad and rich people. In fact it's nowhere
in God's law where you be materially rich or poor.

But God has given us solid financial principles that if we apply
them with the right attitude, they will be able to have God's
blessings of wealth. You could get God's wealth, and let me tell
you something; rich is not a ton of money, that's not rich. Rich is
when you got all your needs provided for. Because when you get
a ton of money, it’s not like you have less things to worry about it.
That is a fallacy. It's just a different thing to worry about. When
you have little money, you worry about how to get money. When
you got a lot of money, you worry about how to keep the money.
That's if you're not following God. If you're following God, then
you don’t worry either way. Because you understand that all I
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can do is what I'm know was good and right with God and what
happens, happens.

People tell you a lot of fear. If you have a little money, you start
trying to figure out what's the best way to save your money. And
people say "Whoa." And people tell me "Whoa. This country,
about to go under, you got to need to buy some gold. Money is
going be worth nothing." And I start scratching my head. I say,
"You know, if this country goes to chaos and money is no more
value. How are you going get to your goal? Who are you going
take your goal to?" That's like walking through a starving
country with a big turkey sandwich like, "I’m going to make it
down this road." You understand what I'm saying?

And that’s done where most people lose their blessing, and if that
happens, hey, there's nothing you can do about that. What you
can't do about the mistakes you made because you'll prideful or
now you got a position. You treat everybody wrong and you walk
in, you want everybody to kiss your ring and all this.

So remember we want God's wealth, the blessing of the Lord
make you rich and at no sorrow. Henry Ward B. says, "Is the
heart that makes a man rich, he is rich according to what he is,
not accord to what he has." That's the attitude we want. That’s
the attitude we want. Don’t let (00:23:02) control your thinking.
There’s a song that Stevie Wonder made about in the city.
Remember that song? How many people over 50 remember that
song? But I remember he says, “Her clothes are old but never are
they dirty." And I just remember -- there used to be a time when
you go into the hood and you always see one house, one, the
biggest house, and one, the fanciest house, where the yard was
clean, manicure. You saw a guy there working in the yard, just
value and respecting what he had. You wouldn’t worship him,
but he just took care what he had. He didn’t say, “God just gave
me this." "Man, this ain't nothing.”

He took care of the little that they had and they received respect
for that. Then you have some people who had attitudes with
people, but that’s always the smaller person. It’s always the
smaller person that has to look down on somebody; because that’s
the only way they could feel good. And when you see that, you
have to understand that. Because once you get a bunch of money,
if you’re looking down on somebody, you’re still a smaller person.
And once we start getting this, I'm telling you, once you
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experience it -- if you have not gotten this solid principle about
what God’s wealth is, you’re going to look up and you will say
“Man, I’ve done all of this and I’m still not happy.”

I thought being able to go to the beach was going to satisfy me.
How many people we heard commit suicide? I mean, Robin
Williams have $50 million in the bank. He could have went to a
beach everyday for the rest of his life. So this is how we’re going
to understand this. Matthew 25 verse 14 to 30. I'm not going to
read all. I’m going to read the first of 14, “Again, it’s like a man
going on a journey who calls his servant and trust him with his
property.” That’s what God has done to us and that’s how I look
at wealthy. If God is the reason why we are blessed, if you believe
God has everything -- is a song (00:24:46), God has everything --
what shall I render? God has everything, everything belongs to
Him. How many of you heard this song, how many of you sang
this song, how many of you believe that song? So, I look at it and
I’m a steward over God’s property.

00:25:00

So, I’m not going to take it as if it’s mine, it’s just like if a
businessman gave me his money say, “Hey, I want you go and
take it. I want you to be a good steward over.” That’s how he
wants to understand what God has blessed us with. Because even
if you think it's small, even if you look at yourself and you
compare yourself with society, and you say, "This is small, if it’s
not zero, it is something." And if it’s not material, how is your
body? How is your body, are you healthy? Because a lot of people
got millions of dollars and about to die and wish they can buy
another day.

So, we want to really work on attitude and make sure we have
attitude that God has for us where it change the will. So what do
we do first? We got the attitude, we understand, we want God’s
wealth. We want the wealth that God has in store, riches with no
sorrow. Everybody say that, “Riches with no sorrow.” Okay, now
once we get that down, we have to understand that in life, if there
is no vision, the people what? If you don’t have an idea, you can’t
go nowhere. How many people could go to a place I say, “Okay,
go now here. Go where I want you to go." How many people could
get there?
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You will just wander aimlessly if you don’t have a financial goal
or vision. You have to see yourself. You heard a lot of athletes,
so successful people say, "Before I got here, I saw myself in the
game with this situation.” So, your vision has to encompass an
idea of your attitude and how you feel you will function with your
financial goals in place. Your vision has to be something where
you can see yourself and you can paint this; a vision is like a
dream, but you are wide awake. You’re not sleeping because
when you’re dreaming, you go to sleep. Most of the time, you
forget your dream when you wake up. But a vision, you're going
to remember, you're going to write it down and use it with the
dream you always, a destination.

With your vision, you're going to have some idea how you will get
there. So, you dream something, you always get your dream at
some point. For your vision you’re going to say, "I’m going to have
all my debts paid off. I’m going to have great relationship with
God, my wife is going to be happy and I'm going to get there by
working hard, doing the right things and I’m going to write this
mission out that’s going to take me through step to how I’m going
to get there." So you kind of see yourself in this idea. You could
even say, you know your wife’s dream house or something like
that. If you are able to pay for it and really afford it, it is a
blessing.

But this whole thing about purchasing thing or faith, I don’t agree
with that because it’s not that God is not too big to do it. But
when buy something you can’t afford, the principle is wrong. See,
the bible talked about a principle, when you talked about the man
with the talent. God is the God of principle. He talks about the
man with the talent and he didn’t bless the guy who've had the
five talents if he had come back with one. Well he say, "Well God,
I didn’t double it. I only came back with a couple because I knew
you -- was going, add your faith to, a miracle will happen." Our
faith is based on -- when it comes to things -- this is y person
opinion when it comes to stuff because I do not value stuff as what
I think should drive my relationship with God. I mean that’s why
he gave him more stuff, I mean because I had gotten to a point.
Let me tell you a story. I really got to a point where I realize the
value of stuff.

I’m going to tell you a quick story, 15(ph) minutes. So, I was in
sales for 20 years and in that time, I had gone through all these
ups and downs and I had gotten to the point where I was not
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satisfied in my job. So what I did, well I said, “Okay, I’m going to
work here.” I also (00:28:39) commissions, so if I bring a sale, I
had to (00:28:43) I really have to say. I said, "Well make sure, I
earn and do the best I can but I’m going to start adding businesses
on the side." So, I went out and the first business I started was,
I started renovating houses.

And I went down in Birmingham, bought a house and then -- just
one thing about -- at 30 years old, my mother passed, at 32 my
father passed. When my mother passed, my mom was like my
safety net, and my dad was still alive, but I thought my dad was
kind of no nonsense guy in my eyes. So, I figured, at this point I
was 30, I was on my own. I moved out and bought a condo at 24.
Yeah 24. So I had been out on my house six years, but my mom
was still like my backbone. So I never really had an idea that I
need to have my money straight. I was in sale; I'm making a lot
of money.

So, my momma had died, my safety net left. I said, “I'm going to
start taking care of my money.” Now she was always example
and she would tell me things that I need to do. So, at that point
I started saving my money. When my momma died, the next two
weeks, I had mutual fund. I look (00:29:41), mutual fund, started
saving my money because I was married, just got married a year
and I’m like, “Man, I had a baby.” My baby was a honeymoon
baby. To the day, back to the story, so I was in commissions. So
when I got satisfied and didn’t feel like I was going to grow, I
started trying to doing business on the side.

00:30:00

So, I went did real estate. So I went down to Birmingham, bought
a house $40,000, fixed it up, sold it for about 70. But in the
learning process, I didn’t make a full $30,000; I made about
$10,000 because I had a learning curve. The guys who renovated
took me to town. So I started doing all these desperate thing; I
got into the stock market, a really aggressive stock market, losing
money in stock market. I'm going to take (00:30:25) buy stocks
and they were coming up like this. I remember a $20,000 a day
and I didn’t even sell the stock. The next day, I was down because
I thought, I was going you know?

But the bottom line was I lost a lot of money. If I looked up, it
was a six figure in just the money I lost. So, what I did was I say,
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“Okay, I’ll never borrow money I couldn’t pay.” So what I had to
do was I say, “Okay, I got some debt on me because I did some
more real estate deal and I had it." And I said, “What do I got to
do? I can’t buy nothing." So I went about six to eight years. I
didn’t buy a car. I didn’t buy a suit. So I took care of my household
and I pay my debt. In that time, I was in the high sales. I mean
I would sell and advertise, and I will go to all these fabulous
advertising agency.

And if you go to the advertising agency, you got a fine suit and
you also -- I was in those agencies twice a month. I’m a little self-
conscious because I know I want a suit here. You know women,
(00:31:24) so, funny thing that happen was I wear a suit. I know
this person seen the suit like ten times. They go, "(00:31:33) suit."
I look at them, I said -- and I used to have to entertain people and
I’m driving a 10-year old car and these are car company people.
And now, I get in the car, I just have it cleaned, get in the car.

I remember, I'll tell you (00:31:50) and I know you're making
$300,000 a year. I’m in a 10-year old car, never said a word. And
what I realized, well the stuff was not value. It's how they knew
me. So at that point, I didn’t need those suit and it brought to my
remembrance my uncle who never had a new car and always came
out like he can tell, he was just gassing up from back -- he always
stains on and people respected him everywhere he went. So at
that point, I said, "You know what? This thing is a game." There
I know, the car I drive most of the time was a 10-year old car.

Listen, you have to un-attach yourself from stuff to reach your
goal. If you're a couple, you have to sit down and say, “Our goal
is to make sure we got kids” that’s the only thing I was thinking
about. Making sure I send my kids to college and when I got to
really retire, I can retire. That’s all (00:32:40) and to be debt-free.
So, my goal was -- and that’s why I pray to God every time, I said,
“Look, God, you give me debt-free. You ain’t worry about me, I
can make it."
Close your eyes right now. Think about this. Close your eyes,
don’t look at me now. If you had no debt, could you live on what
you make now? So that tells you, it’s not more money, it’s the debt
and the time only time slavery is approved in the bible is when?
I mean who could tell me that? When is slavery okay? When did
the bible say, "You deserve to be a slave?" When you owe
somebody.
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And what is this country doing right now when they put a
commercial and tell you to buy stuff you can’t afford? Put you in
debt. Because by deductive reasoning, making you a slave. So,
we’re not going to be slaves. We’re not going to be attached to
stuff. What we are going to do is we’re going to do a mission
statement.

Okay this is our assignment for next week, a mission statement,
okay? The purpose of your mission statement is to allow you to
get an idea of a destination where you can align your goals and
you can chart yourself and reach that. So in this mission
statement, it's going to explain what you want to achieve or what
your household want to achieve for your financial future. What
you would like to achieve for your household, for your financial
freedom, why change that, honestly you -- but if you're on two part
household, you got to come to agreement on this. The number one
reason why most couples have financial problem because they had
never sit down and there’s never an agreement. And without
agreement, there's no accountability and their feelings get hurt
because people now think you should do what they’re doing.

Everybody (00:34:24) I thought his idea this; you're going to do
this and (00:34:28). I’m thinking you’re going to do what I’m
doing. You understand that? Your household. So, the first thing
you're going to do, you’re going to accurately explain what your
household wants to achieve financially in the future and you're
going to say how you're going to get there. Another thing is also
incorporate your values, your goals. An example of that is, if
you’re going to continue to tithe, that’s the value you had, if you’re
going to donate to charity. If somebody said, they want to help, if
you're going to help people, that’s a value. So the first step is, so
the mission statement is going to have your household financial
future.

00:35:00

What’s the future for your household? The first thing is you're
going to determine the problems or opportunities needed. It is
the first step; determine the problems or opportunities needed for
you to get to that financial destination you see. The second thing,
you’re going to focus on what you’re going to do to address the
problem. The third thing, define your household values and
determine how they will help you achieved your goal.
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So here's an example of that, determine problems or opportunities. Say your main
problem is paying up debt. You want to include something like
this, the financial mission of the Render household is to remove
and you’re going to try make it dramatic. So you’re going to say,
"The financial mission of the Render household is to remove the
vicious hole that debt has over us. We will strive to not increase
our debt and we will aggressively pay down our existing debt." So
that’s your first step.

Now, that’s the problem. So you can look at your financial situation and see the
problem you have, opportunities are things you can do. So an
opportunity is you may focus on looking at ways to save more, or
you may have to focus on opportunity of getting more work or
getting paid more for your work. You know? You might want to
say, "You know, I am a sales guy and the reason I went to sales
because in sales, you determine your salary." If you're on
commission, but it's a risk, you don’t sell, now you get nothing."
So you got to be able to deal with that. I'm not telling about to go
in sales, but I knew if I got in trouble I was going to sell cars. I
said, "I could sell some cars. If I could sell magazines, I can sale
cars." Okay?

So you identify areas, problems, and opportunities. Here's an example of your
opportunities. My financial mission for the Render household is
to fully fund both my Roth IRA with additional $3,000 a year, and
that may help you get to your financial dream. But if you don’t
say that, even though you got extra money, just like the time,
extra money always find a way to disappear, right? And we
already said that we made more money this year.

Okay number two, you’re going to determine how you’re going to address the items
you define. So if we want aggressive pay down debt, then you got
to figure how you’re going to do that, how are you’re going to
aggressive pay down debt? Your wife said, “Well, I’m going to
start cooking. We’re not going to eat out anymore.” I hope she
can cook. Or you say, "I’m going to get a part-time job or I’m going
to change my habits and give me some more frugal habits of
things I like to do instead us going on vacation twice a year or
maybe once a yea." Because one of the things did, we didn’t go on
vacation for like five years, because I wouldn’t pay. I was like,
"We go to the park. We could drive somewhere." But you got to
find a way you going to reach that or how you going solve that
problem, okay? Determine how you're going to address the area
of the items you define.
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And the third thing, which I think is really important, you’re going to incorporate the
values of your household and list how they will help you meet your
goals. So an example is, while completing our drastic debt
reduction, we will continue to support our local church by tithing
10% of our income, also in our quest where retire 55, we will enjoy
certain things and travel.

So what I'm trying to get you understand is, depending on the situation and how
drastic it is, you always want to have balance, and that maybe
just by yourself, you want to make sure you won’t kill yourself,
you know, say, "I'm not going to eat, but one time in a week." Now
if you're couple, you’re married, you can't just say, “Okay baby
we’re going to do this right here, you’re not going to buy no more
perfume.” You can’t get out of balance, you know?

You don’t want this process, but I guarantee, you can find things in excess that you
don’t need. And once you both agree on it, there’s a principle that
state that we’ve all experienced. I like to use an example because
it’s really a privilege, you heard a lot in songs, but you know how
when you don’t have a girlfriend or boyfriend, you never see the
pretty girls or nicely guys. But as soon you get a girlfriend, all
the sudden everytime you look around, that’s the same time when
you prepare. See, a lot of time, bad things happen when we're
prepared. "Boom, you got a flat tire. Oh man." But a lot of times
when you've been doing the right things, is sort of elevate those
good things continually happen.

There is a universal principle that is state that we have to always realize, if you do
good -- this not all guarantee good, but good, is a vision come
around to you. If you do bad, is going vision come around to you.
So I’m telling you, is that if we become good steward, we map out
a plan and if we follow that plan just like everybody go watch the
Super Bowl. All these coaches have mapped out a game plan.
They have put time, effort in to map out a game plan. Now they
got to execute the game plan. But usually unless -- when it’s all
right, that’s the only time the coach said, “I failed to team
execute." But when it's at close game, they just lost by something
that happened, they feel a little better because they had a plan
they knew it should have worked. They did everything right.

00:40:12
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But no plan is going guarantee you’re going to lose. We all go out
there, Charles like to coach and Lilly basketball team at the
church. And so Charles -- he's assistant coach. So I got the link
one time. I remember Charles had his team out and this is what
he told. He said, "Okay, I need you to play like Barkley. I need
you to play like Jordan. I need you to play like Isaiah.” That was
good. That’s not the kind of plan you want.

Here you will say, "I will play man to man (00:40:46)." So, did
everybody fill out the email address? Okay well, there’s the paper
out there. I want everybody fill the email address, we got a big
class. Put your email address on the paper and I’m going to send
these three points down so you can do your mission.

So here’s example of a financial mission. The financial mission of
the Render Family is to remove the vision hole that debt has on
us. We will strive not to increase our debt and aggressively pay
down our existing debt without sacrificing tithing into our local
church. After we erase our debt, we will focus especially on
increasing our savings so that we may retire at age 55. All these
are specific things and do work we love and enjoy.

Let me tell you something, people think that they just want to
retire and do nothing. Listen, if you don’t use it, you lose it. If
you think you’ll sit in the house all day, I'm telling you, you're not
going to want that. We want to accomplish this without becoming
cheapskates. We also want to teach our children the ins and outs
of money at an early age as we do not want them to have the same
financial problems we did. So that’s a mission right there. So had
everything on point. It had the problem. It had their values, you
understand? So I’m going to send those three steps so you all can
have that. When you come in next, we want this mission. The
first thing you do you take this weekend -- and specially guy’s
spouse, so you go look in the mirror and you just dream, dream of
a destination of how you see yourself. Now remember, it has to
be reasonable and you obtaining it.

So, you know, if God blesses you and you come into a large sum of
money, either way, you’ll be prepare for it what I'm teaching. But
if that don’t happen, you're still well off. You know, it's just like
when you get in argument with the atheist, he won't believe
there's no hell and no heaven. You guys say, “Okay well, you can
both agree one of us is right. I believe there’s a heaven and hell.
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You believe there's not. One of us got to be right. There's only
two options here."

Now, let’s just say you’re right, I follow God’s principle, I’m happy,
I die; nothing happen, I’m good. I had great life, nothing
happened, good. Now, if I’m right, you’re in hell, you understand?
So my point is that we want to set our missions so we have our
place, go ahead and dream, dream reasonably in the effort that
you have an idea of how to obtain it and let God do the rest. Trust
me, trust me, God is still in the blessing business, but be prepared
for a blessing from God because the wealth that we want is riches
and no added sorrow. Any questions, any questions?

That’s the Scrooge Syndrome and that’s what we talk about, we
set a budget. Scrooge was a wealthy man, but he didn’t want to
spend any money to the point his life was miserable, it’s just like
I think how he use. It was simply that, that he lost a lot of his
money, but end up dying living like a hermit.

So balance is the key to life. Again, that’s why I really want to
say couples, when I see couples -- listen, you all have to be one
mind because to be honest with you, I haven’t learned this
(00:43:56) I got married and I have my own my bank account and
I was thinking, you know, “Hey it’s my money." In our first year,
and I realize that the way the law look it and the commitment you
made with God is one. So you got God looking at you as one. And
then you got the law saying as one because if you split up, they're
going to split the asset. So you got to make sure that you make a
partner. So, I’m not going to fight against myself, I’m just going
to try to make sure we deal in truth and understanding. So, we
come into agreement, there’s always is one word that I’ve be
married now 24 years. But the one thing I know one word is called
compromise.

Both people got to be willing to give a little that’s why -- that’s the
shape. We compromise is the way to diplomacy work, that’s what
people feel like it’s one sided, that’s why attitudes stay up.
Because, okay, I give one, you give one. I sacrifice one, you
sacrifice one. You can’t have, but I’m sacrificing zero and you’re
going to sacrificed ten. So in couples, make sure you come to one
understanding and you agree to it and you explain why it’s
important.

00:45:00
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That’s why this mission statement is important. You all sit down
together and come up with your vision. Baby, this is what I want.
You may be trying to impress you still because I just got married.
Like, "Look, I want you to have 20-bedroom houses." She may
say, "Well baby, I don’t need 20. I just need a five.” It is good.
But you say, "You look at yourself, see yourself." You never know
how it's going to work. God can bless and if you’re a person who
build these traits, if God blesses you with a partner, a spouse,
then you all come together, you're that much stronger.

So yeah, we teach balance here. We teach balance. Now don’t
feel like you should end up dying in your house because you don’t
cut the gas up, you freeze to death. That’s not what you're going
to get. But we'll say you can wear a jacket in that." Put an extra
blanket on, that’s why you're billing $300 a month. You can
insulate. We’re going to teach that kind of stuff. We're going to
teach you solution. Listen, we’re not going to break up any
marriages here. Listen, you all write the vision together and start
with your mission. Your mission is going, is point out what we're
going to do and how we're going to do it and the way we’re going
get it done, all right? Any other questions? Okay thank you all
very much.

Female: You are listening to Brothersoftheword.com. This was the Render
My Money: Financial Empowerment Class, Session 1 by Gerald
Render. This message is number 6466. That’s 6466. To listen to
over a thousand free messages or to send this message number
6466 to a friend, go to Brothersoftheword.com.

Male: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to
help support this ministry go to iwanttogive.com. That’s
iwanttogive.com

Female: Listen to Brothersoftheword.com often because brother you need
the word.

(Music Playing)
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