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Jason Thomas: Whenever you feel like quitting, whenever you feel down, 
whenever you feel discouraged, whenever you feel like walking 
away, you’ve got to remember the why of why you start. 

 
Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is the message 

titled, “The Power of Partnership” by Jason Thomas.  This 
message is number 6473.  That’s 6473.  Listen to over a 
thousand free messages on brothersoftheword.com. 

 
(Music Playing) 
 
 And now for 6473, “The Power of Partnership.” 
 
Jason Thomas: Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because brother, you need the 

word. 
 
 I’d like to open up together in prayer before we enter God’s word 

tonight if that’s all right?  Amen?  Amen.  Well, just pray with 
me.  Father, we just pause and breath in this moment, simply to 
say thank you, God.  Father, we thank you that this is no 
ordinary day, Father, but this truly is the day that you have 
made and in it, we choose to rejoice and we choose to be 
exceedingly glad.  Father, we thank you for the privilege that we 
have to enter into your presence.  We never want to take it for 
granted that it’s something that we have access to, God.  I thank 
you for calling us sons and daughters.  I thank you Lord God for 
just giving us your ear, just lending your heart to us, God.  I just 
pray God that you’ll sing our heart with heaven on tonight.  
Help us to approach your word with just expectation.  Help us to 
approach your word with excitement.  Help us to believe that 
this is not just an ordinary gathering, but you hear us, you see 
us, you love us and you know everything about us and every 
person that’s gathered together in this place, every person that’s 
watching online, God I pray and believe in the name of Jesus 
that you have a word tailor-made for us tonight, so help us to 
rest in that confidence tonight God.  Help us to just believe your 
word.  Father, and even those of us who may believe, but 
struggle with unbelief from times, God, I just pray that you will 
allow the greatness on the inside of us to rise up.  Help us to call 
forth those things that you declared before the very foundation 
of the world.  I thank you for every purpose and plan that you 
have for us being fulfilled.  We thank you so much for it, God 
and we thank you for your word.  Now, we thank you for this 
inspired breath on a page.  I pray that you make it come alive in 
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us tonight and we just believe these things and hope for them in 
Jesus’ name and every heart in agreement said, Amen, amen, 
amen. 

 
 Well, if you can tell I’m a little excited.  I’m excited, I’m excited.  

I never want to be in a mindset or mentality where following 
Jesus is just something that’s normal.  I never want to be in a 
place where it’s just calm and I never want to be in a place 
where I take a spirit for granted.  I’ve been tracking along for 
the past 30 days going through the book of Mark with four men 
in my life and it’s just beautiful to see the gospel come alive, not 
merely through my eyes, but through the eyes of the men that 
God has placed around me and it’s in that journey that I just 
want us to step into some truth tonight, is that all right? 

 
 But I’ve got to start tonight with a little bit of a confession.  I 

love being in the art for a lot of reasons, but one of the reasons is 
that a couple of steps this way down the street used to be a 
beautiful building called Atlanta Fulton County Stadium.  Some 
of you might be old enough to remember that building, but 
Atlanta Fulton County Stadium is a parking lot down the street 
now.  It preceded Turner field, it preceded SunTrust Park, but it 
was special to me because my grandfather worked there from 
1966 when it was built to 1996 when they blew it up and it was 
there that I developed my love for baseball.  It was there that I 
have some of the greatest memories of life and it was also there 
that my mother back in the late ‘80s took me to see Starrcade. 

 
 Now, for those of you all who don’t know what Starrcade is?  

Starrcade used to be world championship wrestling equivalent 
to WWE Wrestlemania and I’m a kid and I’ve got to admit, I love 
professional wrestling growing up.  I got to admit at my current 
age with my three children right now, I still love professional 
wrestling and I got to admit that when they have their kids, I’ll 
probably will still love professional wrestling and my wife, she 
just doesn’t get it.  She doesn’t understand the beauty of the 
male soap opera.  But it was there at Fulton County Stadium 
that my mom took me to Starrcade and the main event that 
night was Dusty Rhodes, the American Dream against the 
Nature Boy, Ric Flair.  Now, I don’t know how much my mom 
will pay for the tickets.  I’m sure she could probably remember 
down to the penny, but it was there that we got there and my 
mom said, “Jay, I’m going to make a deal with you.  It’s 10 
matches on this card and we’re going to stay for the first five 
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and then we’re going to go home.”  So I had to get a little 
persuasive, I said, “There’s a small problem with what you 
presented to me.” 

 
00:05:03 
 
 And she said, “What’s that?”  I said, “Ric Flair and Dusty 

Rhodes, they finish off the evening.  That’s the main event.  We 
got to stay for all of them to see the Nature Boy and the 
American Dream go at it.”  And with my persuasive nature and 
being the youngest, you know, I was able to break mama down 
and we stayed for all 10 matches.  We didn’t have cellphones 
back then, so she couldn’t go on social media and just wasting 
the time.  There was no Candy Crush.  There was nothing to 
distract her, but men in tights in the middle of this big square 
ring, but I say that to say growing up I love professional 
wrestling, I love just the drama of it. 

 
 I love the fact that when me and the boys in the neighborhood 

got together, we wanted to try out the latest wrestling moves on 
each other, but my favorite part about professional wrestling 
was this, the tag teams.  And growing up, there was a tag team 
called Road Warriors.  It was Animal and Hawk and they had 
these shoulder pads with spikes on and they had their faces 
painted and they would just growl and they would just say all 
kind of crazy stuff and it was beautiful because Animal was big 
and muscular and looked like he could play linebacker in the 
NFL and his son is in NFL right now, but he was the muscle to 
the them and then you had Hawk, who was a great talker.  He 
was a little bit slimmer.  He was way cooler.  He would get in 
there and beat somebody down.  I love the Road Warriors 
because each of them provided something to the team. 

 
 Some of you all may, you know, think I’m reminiscent, but I 

want us to go to scripture where this all will unfold and 
hopefully, make a little sense for us all.  So turn to Ecclesiastes 
4 with me where I want to look at God’s word and hopefully just 
unpack this a little bit, is that all right?  Ecclesiastes 4, a very 
familiar passage.  It starts in Verse 9 and the writer here says, 
“Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for 
their toil.  For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow: but woe to 
him who is alone when he falls and has not another to lift him 
up.  Again, if two lie together, they keep warm.”  All the 
husbands in the room say, amen.  “If two lie together they keep 
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warm, but how can one keep warm alone? And though a man 
might prevail against one who is alone, two will withstand him; 
a threefold cord is not easily broken.” 

 
 And for a few moments that we have tonight, I just want to talk 

about the power of partnership.  The power of partnership.  I 
love the fact that the writer makes it clear.  He doesn’t leave 
anything on the table.  He starts off and says, two are better 
than one.  Now, there’s some people who are gifted and smart 
and talented, but the greatest people in the world have 
somebody else that comes alongside them to encourage them, to 
mentor them, to speak truth into their life, to help them sharpen 
their gift.  

 
 You know I think about in the midst of, you know, waiting on 

the Lebron versus Steph part 3.  I think about the fact of how 
Lebron is the most dominant player in the world and it’s great 
that he could rest on the laurels of that, but Lebron says, you 
know, every single off season, I’m going to get better at 
something and so now, you see Lebron just confidently with 
swag just going through the three-point line and just waiting, 
waiting on somebody to test him.  He’s just throwing up and it 
seems like everything he puts up just falls.  There was a time 
where Lebron was not there.  There was a time where Lebron all 
6’8” of him, 265 pounds who could barrel through anybody, there 
was a time where he didn’t have a great post game, but he says, 
you know what, I’m going to call Hakeem Olajuwon, one of the 
greatest to ever do it to perfect my game because even Lebron 
understood that two are better than one. 

 
 And there are a few things in these verses that I want to unpack 

and I pray that we can apply to our own lives.  Is that all right?  
So let’s start at the beginning there.  Verse 9 says, “Two are 
better than one; because they have a good reward for their toil.”  
Somebody say reward.  Somebody say reward like you mean it.  
It says two are better than one because there is a great reward 
in the midst of it.  There’s a great reward.  There’s a great 
return whenever we understand that God has called us to 
partnership.  God has called us to partnership and there’s a 
reward in it.  Now, we don’t have to do it for the reward, but 
unfortunately, a lot of people live with this mindset and 
mentality and they live their lives with this question of, what’s 
in it for me?  What’s in it for me?  And Jesus knows the very 
thoughts and the insets of our hearts, so he said, you know 
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what, let me put this upfront.  Two are better than one because 
there’s a great reward.  There’s a great reward in being in 
partnership.  There’s a great reward in marriage.  There’s a 
great reward being in friendship.  There’s a great reward being 
in business with the right people.  There’s a great reward and in 
multiple occasion happens when we get in partnership.  You can 
be sitting there with your business plan, you can be sitting there 
with your vision from God and just you and him and he’s like, I 
need you to understand that two are better than one because if 
you do it by yourself, you can only do it so well, but once you 
walk into it and understand that two are better than one, now 
we can work with something. 

 
00:10:01 
 
 Now, we can multiply.  Now, we can go farther.  Now, we can go 

harder.  Now, we can just step into some things that we cannot 
do on our own because there is a great reward, somebody say 
reward. 

 
 Secondly, he says for if they fall, one will lift up his fellow, but 

woe to him who is alone when he falls and hath not another to 
lift him up.  Now, there is something about here human nature 
that we don’t like to let people see us fall.  We don’t like to admit 
when we need help.  We don’t -- we don’t necessarily like to 
acknowledge where we fall short.  So, after God he said, you 
know, what there’s a reward.  He says, if they fall there is 
another one who will lift up his fellow but woe to him who is 
alone when he falls and doesn’t have anybody else to lift him up.  
So, he says, after you got this concept of reward, after you 
understand that fully, I need you to understand that I’m here to 
help you recover.  I’m here to help you be restored, but you got to 
understand that you can’t do it by yourself.  God doesn’t call us 
to do life by ourselves.  It’s a dangerous place he says, who’s by 
himself because whose going to lift him up.  Jesus walked by 
this man who had been sitting by this pool for years and Jesus 
took the time to see him.  He took the time to acknowledge him.  
He took the time to say, Sir what is your need?  Sir, how can I 
help?  Sir, what do you can me to do? 

 
 And just think if Jesus stepped into all of our stories today and 

says, “Stephanie what can I do for you?”  We have to be prepared 
for you.  What can I do for you Jonathan, what can I do for you?  
And it’s a shame to not be prepared, but it’s beautiful when we 
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have people surrounding us who can step in the situations and 
you know carry us that we can lean on and that we can cry on 
and that we can confide in, because two are better than one 
because we need somebody to help us to recover.  We need 
somebody to us help be restored.  There’s something about this 
partnership and it gets to a point at times where whenever you 
feel like quitting.  Whenever you feel down.  Whenever you feel 
discouraged.  Whenever you feel like walking away, you’ve got to 
remember the why of why you started.   This is going to be some 
tough times.  It’s going to be some hard road but you have to 
remember the why of you started.  Why did you start?  Why did 
you lean towards that?  Why did you marry this person?  Why 
did you step into the season?  Why did you move here?  Why did 
you accept this position?  Remember the why? 

 
 It was not too long ago that my wife and I walked through one of 

the toughest fears of our lives.  And I remember doing that 
season, just feeling nearer to God and farther away from God 
that I’ve ever had been on all at the same time.  And God placed 
the people in my life.  There was a guy, who would could me 
every single day, and he had one message for me and the phone 
rang at 6:00 o’clock every morning, he was an early riser.  And I 
say, here he goes and I pick up the phone and he said the same 
thing every day.  I say, yes Sir and I hang up.  He was a part of 
the story and once Jesus made things why it’s like, okay my 
mission is done, but during that season he was there to help me 
be restored, he was there to help me recover because I was open 
to it.  I was open to understanding that I can’t do certain things 
by myself.  I’m not that strong.  I’m not that smart, none of us 
are.  But we have to understand that there is a return.  We have 
to understand that there is a recovery process.  And then the 
last thing, he says again if two light together they keep warm 
but how can one keep warm alone, and though a man might 
prevail against one who is alone, two will would stand him, a 
three folk coward is not quickly broken.  There is something 
about understanding that reward.  There is something about 
stepping into that season of recovery and restoration, but there 
is something else.  When you understand that there is a 
resiliency that God deals on the inside of each and every person.  
That will not allow us to be defeated.  We might get knocked 
down but we’re not going to stay down.  There is s resiliency that 
has to happen in our lives. 
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 I learned this lesson so clear, just a few hours ago.  I was at 
work, anybody know what Zorb soccer is?  You all know what 
Zorb soccer is?  Zorb soccer is this thing where you get in this 
huge blow up thing, it’s literally this big and it slips over your 
body and you got handles that you’re holding onto and you’re 
running around trying to knock people over but the goal is you 
got soccer ball that you’re trying to kick into this goals.  So, 
imagine the game starts and there are four goals, there’s two on 
this side and two on this side and it’s me and my buddy John, 
we are team and then there’s two more people and two more 
people, and two more people, and two more people, and the goal 
of the game is in the a lot of time you got to get as many balls 
into the goal as you can, that’s your goal.  So, it’s like, the 
referee blows the whistle and it goes.  You can imagine the chaos 
adult people in this big blow up thing; it’s almost like sumo 
wrestlers just bouncing off each other. 

 
 Now, we were doing fine when it was John and I.  It’s was eight 

of us, it was chaos, there’s about six balls, we’re kicking, trying 
to hit from being knocked over and I think we won during the 
first round, but the referee call for time for that round.  And he 
said, we’re going to do something a little bit different.  Now, at 
this point, John I need you to step off.  Jo I need you to step off.  
Nicky step off.  Jonathan step off.  And so it’s four of us. 

 
00:15:03 
 
 It was eight, now may partner is gone and I’m by myself and I’m 

standing in front of my goal and there’s a person standing in 
front of this goal, standing in front of this goal and the last goal 
in front of me was the dude, no lie, who was 6’6” every bit of 225 
pounds and then that moment I could just imagine what those 
defend those feel like when they are trying to go our Lebron.  
Because I’m like, he’s looking at me, I’m trying to figure out how 
can I navigate around anybody but him, but he’s blocking my 
goal.  So, the referee says, alright, we’re going in three, two, one, 
and we go.  And this dude makes a straight V line for me and he 
comes and he hits me so hard that literally I come up, I’m 
holding on for dear life and the thing and I fall backwards and 
my feet go up in the air and I hear all my co-workers like, oh, 
and I’m rolling around trying to get up, get back to my feet, I’m 
stumbling, but this dude he knocked the wind out of me. 
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 Now, here is the thing, when I had John, my partner, everything 
was fine because two are better than one, but left to myself, it 
was not a pretty day to the point they sent around an e-mail at 
the end of the day like, hey you all keep Jason in your prayers, 
we want to make sure we don’t need to send him through 
concussion protocol.  But two are better than one. 

 
 I think we all know that God’s answer to every problem is 

always a person, it’s the right person and the right place at the 
right time doing the right thing.  Because there is a power in 
partnership and I just want to close with this.  I’ve been 
tracking just through the gospels and through the life of Jesus.  
And through his life, he showed us a few things about 
partnership that I want to share with you tonight, its five simple 
things.  The first thing about partnership is that it’s critical to 
our destiny.  Partnership is critical to our destiny.  Jesus could 
not accomplish his mission by himself.  And he doesn’t expect us 
to either.  It’s critical to us fulfilling our purpose and our 
destiny.  So, that’s number one.  We are meant to do life alone. 

 
 Number two.  Partnership is normal.  Partnership is normal.  

Now, some of you all maybe only children you may know only 
children, you may know people who grow up in that all about 
them and things, sitting around them and if they have to share 
there’s a problem, but partnership is something that’s normal.  
Partnership is something that God ordained.  It’s something 
that’s normal because Jesus will give us partnerships to keep us 
in check.  Because left to ourselves we get out of control.  He’s 
like you need a partner, you need somebody, he knew that Adam 
was going to act a fool, he said, you know what is not good for 
you to be yourself.  I’m going to make a help meet suitable to you 
because partnership is normal. 

 
 Number three.  Partnership is uncomfortable at times.  

Partnership is uncomfortable.  Misunderstandings are 
inevitable.  They are normal part of the process.  So, don’t fight 
it when it gets uncomfortable because that’s a part of it.  Jesus 
walked with his disciples and they saw firsthand all these 
amazing miracles and they got to a point where Jesus likes, 
don’t you all understand, don’t you all get it?  Have you all not 
been paying attention to what I’ve been doing all right in your 
midst?  But it’s uncomfortable at times. 
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 Number four.  True partnership is mutual.  There is mutuality.  
We can look all through all the gospels when Jesus called the 
disciplines to himself.  He goes to James and Andrew and they 
are fishing and he’s like, you know what, if you follow me I’ll 
teach you to be fishes of man.  He goes to Matthew, he’s like I 
need you on my team.  He goes to all this people and says, you 
know what?  I’ve got something that can revolutionize your life 
but you know what?  There is truthfully something on the inside 
of you that I need.  And I tell you once I understood that, once I 
could apply that to my life, to my marriage, to being a father, to 
understand that the best marriage is the best partnerships, the 
best relationships, the best friendships happen when there is 
mutuality.  When strength are celebrated.  When we don’t allow 
ourselves to grow frustrated and weary because I don’t 
understand why this person does this.  God says, I do celebrate 
their strengths, step into that.  I love a quote that’s always been 
circling around it says, “It’s amazing what you can accomplish if 
you don’t care who gets the credit.”  It’s amazing what you can 
accomplish if you’re not concerned with who gets the credit and I 
leave you with this the best partnership is really found in the 
gospel of Matthew Chapter 16, Verse 24 and 25, says “if any 
man wants to follow me, he must first deny himself, take up his 
cross and follow me.”  There is power in partnership.  We have 
to realize that we have our privilege to follow Jesus.  We have 
the power of his Holy Spirit, the body on the inside of us 
dwelling that helps us to move us to the places that we could 
never go by ourselves.  Amen. 

 
 Jesus, we just thank you so much for the power of your word.  

We thank you for your truths that you spoke into our hearts that 
two truly are better than one.  God, I thank you for walking with 
us.  I thank you for the gift of your Holy Spirit.  God, I thank you 
for the people that you placed in our lives to help perfect the 
things on the inside of us.  So, God, I pray that you will 
challenge us all to take inventory of the things that are 
happening in our lives. 

 
00:20:01 
 

God, help us to realize that you’re always at work and we are 
grateful for the opportunity we have to be a part of your story.  
We want you to know tonight that we love you with all of our 
hearts, mind, soul, and strength and we bless you.  In Jesus’ 
name we pray.  Amen. 
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Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was the 

message titled, “The Power Of Partnership” by Jason Thomas.  
This message is number 6473.  That’s 6473.  To listen to over a 
thousand free messages or to send this message number 6473 to 
a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com. 

 
Male: If this message has been a blessing to you, and you would like to 

help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com.  That’s 
iwantogive.com. 

 
Female: Listen to brothersoftheword.com often, because brother you need 

the word. 
 
(Music Playing) 
 
00:20:57 
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