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Jason Thomas: We got to focus on ourselves and stop worrying about what may 
or may not be happening in the lives of others. 

 
Female Speaker: You are listening to BrothersofTheWord.com. This is the 

message titled, ‘The Fruit Of Failure’ by Jason Thomas. This 
message is #6479, that’s #6479. Listen to over a thousand free 
messages on BrothersofTheWord.com. 

 
[Music] 
 

And now for #6479, The Fruit Of Failure . 
 
Jason Thomas: Welcome to Brothers of The Word, because brother, you need the 

word. 
 
[Applause] 
 
 Please be seated! Please be seated! I am so excited to share the 

word of the Lord on tonight. You know, it’s not a pretty word, it’s 
not a sexy word, but sometimes, God just burns things in your 
heart that people need to hear. 

 
 Starting with me, I am not telling you anything that I conjured 

up or read or just tried to doctor up, but I just want to share out 
of my own quiet time what thus saith the Lord. 

 
You know, it’s a beautiful thing, I have my oldest son with me 
tonight and I told him before we came, I said, I want you here 
because I like being around you. There is ministry on the inside 
of him and I love to expose him to it as often as I can. 

 
 And there is something tonight that I desired to share. If you 

have your Scripture, open up to the Gospel of John, Chapter 21, 
where we are going to walk through this chapter and if you need 
a title, we are going to be talking about the Fruit of Failure. The 
Fruit of Failure, I know people don’t like to admit in the world 
that we mess up and that we fall short in that, we miss the 
mark and that we don’t always get it right, but there is a fruit 
that comes from failing. 

 
 And we see it so clearly in the life of the Apostle Peter and I am 

just going to love for us to walk through this chapter as we talk 
about the fruit of failure. Say the fruit of failure. 
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 This question just cropped up in my heart and this says, what do 
you do when you feel that your life is an absolute failure? Peter 
had wonderful opportunities to fill that way, and Jesus in His 
own way just in this chapter, we will see He gives Peter His own 
redemption story. Is there anybody here tonight who is in need 
of their own redemption story? 

 
 I will tell you, Jesus is so wonderful. He is so loving, He is so 

gracious that He gives us chance after chance after chance after 
chance, no matter how much we follow, no matter how much we 
mess up, no matter how much we fall short, He is plenteous in 
mercy. And we are just going to work through this chapter and I 
want to draw some things out that our pray will speak to all of 
our hearts as we understand that there is a fruit that comes 
from our failure. 

 
 Jesus, thank you so much for tonight. Thank you for this 

inspired Word of God. Father, in this moment, I pray that we 
don’t hear the voice of a man but I pray that we hear and 
understand your heart. Jesus, I thank you for seeing us, I thank 
you for knowing everything about us and still You choose to love 
us. We don’t take that for granted, God. God, we never want to 
lose the wonder of who You are. God, we realized that there is 
something just so extremely sacred about You, and God, it’s our 
prayer that we will always walk up right before you. 

 
 Not depending on our own strength but walking under-guarded 

by you and you alone, so Jesus, open our eyes, fortify our hearts, 
Jesus, remind us that failure is not the end of the story. But 
God, I thank you for birthing something new and I pray that we 
all behold it tonight in Jesus’ name, and the church said, Amen! 
Amen! The Fruit of Failure! 

 
 Chapter 21, beginning at Verse 1, it says, ‘After these things 

Jesus showed Himself again to the disciples at the Sea of 
Tiberias, and in this way He showed Himself,’ He then goes on 
to say ‘Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana 
in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of His disciples 
were together.’ 

 
Verse 3 says, ‘Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.”‘ 
He made this declaration. I don’t care what you all are doing but 
just want to let you know that I am going fishing. 
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They said to him, “We are going with you also.” And they went 
out and immediately got into the boat, and that night they 
caught nothing. 

 
I want to stop there for a second because let’s just understand 
we all know who Peter is but then the spirit of football season 
being so close. I don’t know if we got any real football fans in 
here but I kind of breathe football, I live the Pigskin. 
 

00:05:03 
 
But Peter was a full back, Peter was all action and no thought. 
Peter would just run out there and do whatever was in his heart 
and he deal with the repercussions later because he had a full 
back mentality. He was going to go after whatever it was that 
was in his heart to do, so he said, you know what, I am going 
fishing, you all do whatever you all want to do, you know, we 
still process and Jesus has just been taken from us and I am 
going to go back to that thing that is familiar because we all 
know Jesus discovered Peter while he was fishing. 
 
He just noticed that influence in that verse, he said I am going 
fishing and the other disciples said, man, hey, if you are going 
fishing then I am going too, count us in, let’s ride; and so they go 
fishing because, you know, Peter, his greatest strength was also 
his greatest detriment. We all need Peters in our lives, I love 
having the crazy Peters in my life because they just bring out, 
you know, you are just inspired by their boldness, there are 
things that you might sit back on and holdback from doing, but 
when you have a Peter in your life, he is a natural leader. People 
follow him because of that boldness. 
 
Verse 4 says, ‘But when the morning had now come, Jesus stood 
on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 
And Jesus said to them, “Children, have you any food?” And 
they answered Him, “No.” And He said to them, “Cast the net on 
the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast, 
and now they were not able to draw it in because of the 
multitude of fish.’ 
 
I love this image. Peter says, I am going fishing. I am hurt, I am 
wounded, I am disappointed in myself, I am ashamed, I feel 
guilty. There is a whole lot of regret, I don’t know about you but 
for me, when I go through difficulty, it forces me to process it 
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and it seems like the older I get, the more introspective I 
become. Maybe that’s just me but I start to look through things 
with a different lens and say, did I handle that the best way? 
 
What’s some ways that I could have done something different 
and Peter says, you know what, I am going to go to my safe 
place. I am a go back fishing and then Jesus approaches them 
and noticed, it’s just like Jesus just slid into the story and they 
are like, man, and Jesus says, have you caught anything? 
 
But notice the fact that while Peter was trying to be in this 
comfortable place, Jesus moved towards them and that’s 
something that I think we just kind of skimmed over. At one of 
Peter’s lowest points, Jesus chose to move towards them and 
there are so many times where we feel far from God, we feel 
disconnected, we feel like our prayers are just hidden, they are 
sealing and coming back down, but it’s in those times where we 
feel the farthest away from God that He is saying I am right 
here. 
 
They are out on the boat fishing. He is not screaming, he is not 
raising his voice, he just simply says, hey, have you all caught 
any fish? You all have been out here working, laboring, toiling, 
toss that thing on the right side and you will pull in a draught. 
And I love that image because Jesus gives them course 
correction. They have been out there toiling, they have been out 
there fishing, hadn’t caught anything, Jesus says, come put the 
net on the right side of the boat. 
 
Now in that moment, they could have said, man, who does he 
think he is? Maybe it’s just me but anybody use ways, the ways 
at, nobody use ways to get around, I am from Atlanta and I’d say 
it takes me places I ain’t ever seen in my life, but there are 
times where I might be driving, the word driving somewhere 
else and it might take me on a detour. And in that moment, I 
can be proud and let’s say I am from Atlanta, I am born and 
raised, I know how to get where I am going. 
 
But ways knows better than I do just like His ways are higher 
than our ways. And we have to make sure that whenever He 
leaves us somewhere, it’s always for our good and for His glory. 
It might seem like a detour, it might seem inconvenient, but 
everything that God does is always for our good. It might be 
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painful, it might hurt us, but it’s always for our good and for His 
glory. 
 
And this is when the story gets good to me. I am just going to be 
honest, oh man, all right, Verse 7, ‘Therefore that disciple whom 
Jesus loved, that love how John talks about himself, that 
disciple whom Jesus loved, said to Peter, “It is the Lord!”‘ as if 
he didn’t realize that. But he said, ‘Now when Simon Peter 
heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment (for he 
had taken it off), and he plunged into the sea. But the other 
disciples came in the little boat (for they were not far from land, 
but about two hundred cubits), dragging the net with fish. Then, 
as soon as they had come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, 
and fish laid on it, and bread. And notice what Jesus said to 
them, Jesus said, “Bring some of the fish which you have just 
caught.”‘ 
 
Jesus already has fish on the grill, He has got bread going, He 
has got the meal laid out but He looks at him and He says, hey, 
bring me some of what you got. Jesus always wants to invite us 
into the story. 
 

00:10:02 
 

 There is something that everybody has to offer him and we can 
never forget that he had more than enough fish and bread on 
that charcoal fire. The barbeque was already going, but he said, 
hey, I want you all to be a part of what I’m doing. He is saying 
the same thing to us today, hey, I invite you into my story. I 
want you to be a part of what I’m doing. 

 
We have something to contribute. Sometimes we just feel so 
disqualified and we feel like we mess up so much and Jesus 
says, you know what, you guys something that I need. We don’t 
always understand it. Some people might just like to be around 
because you make them feel better. I used to lot hang around my 
grandmamma, she did use to (00:10:42) when my momma said, 
don’t give me the candy, but I just love being around, I love just 
soak it up her wisdom and being in her presence and Jesus says, 
bring what you’ve got, bring whatever it is that you have, I’m 
inviting you into the story, bring that fish to me. So we have to 
ask, what do we have that we can be an active participant in 
Jesus’ story? 
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Verse 11 says, Simon Peter went up and he dragged the net to 
land full of large fish. Notice what he says, just random, he says 
153 of them, and although there were so many, the net was not 
broken. Did that strike anybody else as strange in the middle of 
this miracle is it being told Jesus says, bring some of the fish 
which you’ve caught. Simon Peter went and dragged the net and 
it says, there were 153 fish in the catch. 
 
I don’t know about you, but that reassures me that when 
Scripture talks about he knows the very number of hairs on our 
head. If he takes the time and say, there were a 153 fish in the 
net, he could have said, there is a whole lot of fish in there, a 
whole lot. It was a huge catch. But he said a 153 fish because 
Jesus has concern with every single detail of our lives. We can 
look through Scripture and see genealogies, we can look through 
Scripture and see how it says that Jesus fed 5,000 men not 
included women and children, we can see that He had 12 
disciples, we can see how specific He is throughout Scripture, 
but He is very concerned about the details of our life because 
here is the truth. Our commitment to the small things in our 
lives determine our stewardship of larger things. 
 
So if I can count on my son, if I can give him something and say 
hey, junior, count these for me, and I say, how many you got? He 
has a choice, he can say, man, dad, it’s a whole lot of them or he 
can say, dad, it’s a 153 of them, and in that moment I know that 
he is trustworthy, because he’s taken the time to understand 
that the details matter, they matter to Jesus, it’s right here 
before us in Scripture, we’ve got to be committed to the small 
things, that’s going to determine our stewardship of the larger 
things. 
 
So Jesus invites him and he says, come and eat breakfast, yeah, 
none of the disciples there asked him who are you? I probably 
wouldn’t have asked either, knowing that it was the Lord, but 
Jesus then came and took the bread, He gave it to them and 
likewise the fish, and this is now the third time Jesus showed 
Himself to His disciples after He was raised from the dead. 
 
Here is something I want you to think about. Peter for 
everything that he experienced, you for everything that you’ve 
ever done in your life, look at how gracious God is towards him, 
because I can’t fathom the amount of shame that Peter was 
feeling. Peter denied Jesus three times, Peter felt like he flew off 
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the handle when he cut off Malchus’ ear. Peter did a lot of foul 
stuff that he carried and he was ashamed of and now Jesus has 
been taken up and He’s sitting there and He can just wrestle 
with Himself, but it’s in the moment of Peter’s greatest shame 
that Jesus recreated some of Peter’s greatest miracles. It was in 
that moment of his greatest shame that God had to say, you 
know what, I got to remind my son about who I am, because I 
can see he’s struggling and I can see he is feeling bad, but I just 
got to bring him back, and sometimes I don’t know about you, 
but God has just got to bring me back sometimes. 
 
Sometimes he just has to simply remind this and say, hey, 
you’re fearfully and wonderfully made. He has to remind this 
and say, we’re created in his image and after his lightness 
despite whatever may have happened Jesus is still saying, 
you’re still my son, I still love you, and so it’s in the moment of 
his greatest shame that God recreates some of His greatest 
miracles, it happened around a boat. 
 
We know that Peter was the one crazy enough to put that foot 
out and get to step. He is the one who experienced that miracle. 
So Jesus wanted to remind him why he was feeling ashamed, 
why he was walking? He said, you know what, I got to bring my 
son back, I got to bring him back to walk, I got to create an 
atmosphere when he and the other disciples and we have these 
5,000 men who were hungry, and we use fish and bread to feed 
them. I want to recreate something that will trigger his memory. 
 

00:14:59 
 

 I look at my son now and I remember he’s nine now, it seems 
like just a few years ago, he was learning how to walk and it’s 
just a beautiful reminder of me, people tell you that time flies 
once you start having kids, but I look at that little dude right 
there, and I am like, man, it is really flying by. 

 
But I remember his struggle to walk, he was a determined dude, 
now he was going to crawl up on everything and be moving until 
he could get it. But it just reminds me, it brings me back to the 
beginning, and that’s all Jesus was doing with Peter here. He 
says I got to take him back and then the story unfolds, ‘they had 
eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Peter, he said, “Simon, son of 
Jonah, do you love Me more than these?” 
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And he said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” So 
Jesus said “Feed My lambs.” He said to him again a second time, 
“Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, 
Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Tend My  
sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do 
you love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the 
third time, “Do you love Me?” He said to Him, “Lord, You know 
all things; You know that I love You.” And Jesus said to him, 
“Feed My sheep.’ 
 
Just think about how powerful that is. This is the same Peter 
who have few days before had denied Him three times. Jesus 
said, I’m not even going to be hurt by it. I love you too much, I 
am going to bring you back, I am going to give you another 
opportunity, I am going to give you three chance, you denied me 
three times, let’s go ahead and take it back, let’s just rewind it. 
 
Simon, do you love me? Yes, Lord; You know I love You, that’s 
what I am talking about, just feed My sheep. Simon, son of 
Jonah, do you love Me? Yes, Lord; You know I love You. Feed my 
lambs. Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me? Because they went 
too long ago that you were struggling in your heart but I am 
bringing you back, I’m giving you another opportunity. 
 
Jesus has created another opportunity for Peter to express his 
love for Him and He does the same thing for us. I don’t care how 
far away we feel, how many times we mess up, He brings us 
back to this place and I love the fact that Peter made the choice. 
He made the choice to move towards Jesus even though he was 
ashamed. 
 
He could have had a countenance where he was down because 
he knew that he had disappointed Jesus that he had not 
necessarily done everything that he could have done or should 
have done. But Peter made a choice despite the shame that he 
was feeling, he said, I am going to not allow guilt, I am not going 
to allow regret, I’m not going to allow shame to keep me from 
experience the fullness of Jesus. 
 
I am going to do everything that I can. We shouldn’t allow those 
things to keep us from Jesus either. Sometimes, you know as 
men, we get puffed up with pride and ego and all this stuff and I 
had a younger brother that I am mentoring, he has been 
married for nine months, ten months and we were having lunch 
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recently and him and his wife were going through typical ten-
month stuff, they are still adjusting, they are still talking about 
which way you put the toilet tissue and you know, how you 
squeeze the toothpaste from the bottom or the middle, you know, 
that kind of stuff, newlywed stuff. 
 
But he said, you know what, he said, Jay, every time I’m in a 
situation, me and my wife at a point of disagreement, he said, I 
have a choice. He said, I am going to either choose to walk in 
pride or I am either want to choose to go after her heart. Those 
are only two choices that you got. That’s the same thing as we 
experience in life with Jesus, when we are presented with 
situations, we can either be proud about it, and act like nothing 
is wrong and act like we hadn’t messed up and we don’t need to 
say we’re sorry or we can say, you know what, Jesus, let me 
have Your heart, let me have Your heart. I want to make sure 
that when people see me that they experience You. 
 
And so, that’s what Peter did. But I just want to land it. Verse 
20 talks about, it says; Peter, turning around, saw the disciple 
whom Jesus loved following them. There Peter is sticking his 
nose in some, he don’t have any part of. He said to Him, “Lord, 
who is the one who betrays You?” Peter, seeing Him, said to 
Jesus, “But Lord, what about this man?”‘ 
 
And I loved Jesus’ response, He says, ‘Jesus said to him, “If I 
will that he remain till I come, what is that to you? You follow 
Me. You follow me” 
 
Jesus, He loves us but He is going to challenge us to go back to 
that place of pain sometimes. He is going to push us towards 
situations that don’t always make us feel great, but He said, you 
know what, Peter, Jonathan, Dex, Jason, everybody, you need to 
worry about yourself. 
 
Peter is up here saying, Jesus, what about him? Jesus said that 
don’t have anything to do with you. If I will for him to stay until 
I come back, what is that to you, you follow me! We got to focus 
on ourselves and stop worrying about what may or may not be 
happening in the lives of others. 
 
See, there is a beauty in this day and age of this thing called 
Social Media. The beauty of it is that it provides a platform to 
feel connected because we all got this sense of we need to belong, 
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we need to be affirmed, we want people to know us, we want to 
make it seem like we got it going on. And that’s the beauty in 
that. I got family in other places in Pennsylvania, in DC, in 
Texas, and it’s a great way for them to see pictures of the kids 
and all that kind of stuff, that’s the beauty of it. There is some 
perks to it. 

 
00:20:00 
 
 But there is also this danger that sounds a whole lot like Peter, 

who is just worried about what somebody else is doing, and 
Jesus says, you have no idea, you have no understanding about 
the calling that I have placed on them. 

 
So what you need to worry about is you, you need to be 
concerned about what Jesus has called you to do. So what’s the 
fruit of failure? It’s lives that are changed for all of eternity 
whenever we get to a place where we trust Jesus, because a lot 
of people need to understand that failure isn’t the end of the 
story, it might just be Jesus putting a comma or a period in the 
next chapter, and say, you know what, let’s flip it over and start 
something new. 
 
So failure is not the end, just because Peter messed up that was 
not the end of his story. Jesus knows exactly how to strengthen 
us in our feebleness. He knows how to move us from this 
mindset and mentality of being a failure, to being a person that 
is fruitful. 
 
And  I want to challenge us all the day, just in our own hearts, I 
want us to just seriously do some introspection and ask 
ourselves, Jesus, what is it that You have given me that You 
desire for me to contribute to what you’re doing here in the 
earth. 
 
For some people, it’s simply time. Kids fail love TIME. I get so 
much joy, I was making photocopies at my kid’s school this 
morning before I went to work and someone who teaches were 
like, man, what are you doing? I said, whatever you all need me 
to do because I am mature enough to realize that these 
photocopies are going to help some kids learn. And when these 
kids learn, they just have just more joy about themselves, and 
when they have more joy about themselves, they can grow to be 
productive leaders. And when they can be productive leaders, we 
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have great neighborhoods and we are raising up great husbands 
and great wives. And so we have to understand that we all have 
something to contribute because Jesus wants us to be fruitful 
and not just failures. 
 
Bow your hands with me! 
 
Jesus, Father, I just thank you for the example, the clear 
example of Your servant Peter. I thank you that You did not 
disqualify him simply because he messed up, simply because he 
disappointed You, simply because he dropped the ball. But Jesus 
in the same way that You love him, You still love us today. 
 
Father, never let us doubt the love that You have for us. Father, 
I will pray that You will help us to walk in confidence to be the 
sons and the daughters that You have made us to be. Jesus, I 
thank you so much that we can continue to learn and to grow 
and to be stretched beyond our wildest imaginations. 
 
Jesus, I thank you for even in our shame that You still bring 
beauty out of it, even in our doubts and in our fears, and in our 
worries, and in our anxieties, and in our inadequacies, Jesus, 
You are still more than enough. So, Jesus, I pray that Your Holy 
Spirit will just remind us all, just brand on the inside of our 
spiritual DNA who You have called and created us to be. 
 
You haven’t called us to be failures but You’ve called us to be 
fruitful. You haven’t called us to be passing but You have called 
us to be productive for Your kingdom. You have not called us to 
be warriors but You’ve called us to be warriors for Your 
kingdom. Jesus, we are so thankful for it. 
 
Father, we just speak against the lies and the deceptions of the 
enemy that try to just get us off course, but Jesus, it is our 
prayer that we’ll feel ever so close to You. God, I thank you for 
reminding us of Your eternal truth that as we walk with You 
day by day, that You will just continue to strengthen us. That 
You will continue to just help us to follow Your lead that will 
grow and grace and will reflect Your heart and we’ll live out 
Your mission for our lives. And when we are tempted to move 
our eyes in a different direction, God I pray that You would just 
bring us back. Remind us who we are and whose we are. 
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Father, I thank you so much for this opportunity to just remind 
my brothers and sisters and myself that You are more than 
enough, that Your grace is sufficient, that the victory has 
already went through You. 
 
So God for that we thank you, we bless You, and we give You 
glory. It’s in Jesus’ Mighty name that we pray and every heart 
in agreement say, amen, amen, amen. God bless you all! 
 

[Applause] 
 
Female Speaker: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com. This was the 

message titled ‘The Fruit of Failure’ by Jason Thomas. This 
message is #6479, that’s #6479. To listen to over a thousand free 
messages or to send this message #6479 to a friend, go to 
BrothersoftheWord.com. 

 
Male Speaker: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to 

help support this ministry, go to iWantToGive.com, that’s 
iWantToGive.com. 
 

Female Speaker: Listen to BrothersoftheWord.com often, because brother, you 
need the word. 
 

[Music] 
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