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James Brown: Don’t let fear or breakdown hinder you from walking in courage.

Female: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com. This is the message titled,
“A Heart of Courage” by James Brown. This message is number 6491,
that’s 6491. Listen to over a thousand free messages on
BrothersoftheWord.com.

(Music Playing: 00:00:19 - 00:00:47)

Female: And now for 6491, “A Heart of Courage.”

James Brown: Praise God, praise God. Come on, let’s give God some praise, some
glory. Do we believe we serve an awesome God? Halleluiah. Glory to
God, Glory to God. Come on, let’s go before the throne of grace as we
prepare to dive into the word.

Father God, we just thank you so much for being such as awesome and
wonderful Father. Lord God, we thank you for everything that you’re
doing in lives, we thank you oh God for every door that you open, oh
God. Door of opportunity that you open for us, but we also thank you
God for the doors that you close that keep us from going in places and
avenues that you have not ordained for our lives. Father, we are
grateful today for everything that you do. Now, Father in these
moments that you’ve allowed us to gather together. Father, thank you
for speaking words of life to us, oh God. Life as today that we can life
others. Father God, we give you all the glory, all the honor and all the
praise, in Jesus’ name we pray, let every heart say “Amen!” Amen.

You maybe seated in the presence of the Lord. Praise God, praise God.
As always, so excited to be with you all tonight. If you would open your
Bible to the book of Joshua, to the book of Joshua. As you turn there,
so grateful to Pastor C. Elijah for sending the invitation. Your pastors,
Pastor Nathaniel, Pastor James, just love you guys so much, you’re such
a beautiful family here at The Ark. It’s always a wonderful joy to come
be with you.

The book of Joshua, chapter one, the book of Joshua, chapter one. And
we’re going to begin looking at scripture at verse six. Joshua 1 and 6,
and when you’re there say, “Amen.” Amen, Amen. And the Bible reads,
it says, “Be strong and of a good courage, for unto this people shalt thou
divide for an inheritance the land, which I swear unto their fathers to
give them. Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest
observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant
commanded thee. Turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that
thou mayest prosper withersoever thou goest. This book of the law shall
not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and
night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written
therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou
shalt have good success. Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and
of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord
thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.”
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We’re going to speak tonight from the subject, “A Heart of Courage.” A
Heart of Courage. First, I believe we need to define the word courage,
so that we understand what it actually means. Courage is the state or
quality of mind or spirit that enables one to face danger, fear or
vicissitudes with self-possession, confidence and resolution or bravery.

Let me read that again. The state or quality of mind or spirit that
enables one to face danger, fear or vicissitudes. Vicissitudes means ups
and downs, the ebbs and the flows of life. With self-possession,
meaning you have yourself under control, confidence and resolution.
You are resolved to see things done. You’re resolved to get to the end.
You’re not going to give up, in other words, you have bravery, you have
bravery. When we hear the term courage. We oftentimes think of
someone who does something dangerous. We think of a fireman that
runs into a burning building to save someone. We think of a soldier who
runs into the field of battle with their gun ready to take out the enemy,
bullet whizzing by them, but they’re there to defend their country, their
family, their neighbor.

We sometimes think of athletics. We think of a football player who may
not be the tallest, may not be the biggest, may not be the fastest, but
he with all of his heart, fighting for his team mates will run into a mass
of humanity with one ball trying to cross the end line and we call him
courageous.

00:05:16

Now, I'm not saying that any of these things aren’t courageous. I
believe they are very courageous. But something jumps out at me in
this definition. It says, “To face danger, fear or vicissitudes, ups and
downs.” That means the problems of life. The challenges that we all go
through. To face these things with self-possession, being under control
with confidence and resolution that is also courageous.

Without courage, all other virtues would be obsolete and fail to exist.
Without courage, all other virtues would be obsolete and fail to exist.
You say, “Well, what other virtues, what other virtues?” I believe that
in order for us to maintain good character, there are virtues that we
should walk in, they’re attributes we should have. We should have the
attribute of integrity, the attribute of honesty. We should have the
attribute of fortitude, having a strong mind. We should have the
attribute or the virtue of loyalty. We should be loyal to one another.
We should also be able to walk in love.

Pastor C. Elijah has been doing a wonderful job just expounding to us
of understanding of love. We should be able to walk in that if we have
good character. But notice the only way we can actually do that is to
walk in courage. Once in church, he said this, “Courage is rightly
esteemed the first of human qualities, because it is the quality which
guarantees all others. Courage is rightly esteemed the first of human
qualities because it is the quality which guarantees all others.” How
many of you know it takes courage to be honest? To tell people the
truth who don’t want to hear the truth, but you still need to tell them
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the truth. To have integrity in the midst of difficult situations, right
around this time of year, tax season. To have integrity, to be honest.
It takes courage to do that looking at that bill. It takes courage to do
that.

It takes courage to have fortitude. It takes courage to be loyal, to be
loyal; to stand with people that nobody else wants to stand with and
everybody talking about him, but you believe in your heart that God is
doing something in and through their lives and you got to stand with
them. Sometimes, you have to stand alone with some people. You
have to have courage to do that. It takes courage to love some people
who are unlovable. It takes courage to do that.

And that brings us to our text, because God was very specific with
Joshua. He said, “Listen, you need to have courage.” Look at verse six
again, it says, “Be strong and of a good courage, for unto this people
shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, which I sware unto their
fathers to give them.” Here, God instructs Joshua to be strong and of
good courage. He gives them the instructions, be strong and of a good
courage. God gave Joshua an assignment and promised that he would
be victorious, “Listen, if you do this, you’re going to be fine because I'm
telling you exactly what to do.” This is what God said to Joshua. But
still Joshua had a need of being courageous. He had a need of being
courageous.

Listen, these people that he was called to lead, they were not an easy
bunch, they were difficult folk to deal with. These were the children of
the same folk that his mentor Moses had to deal with. You know, that
same Moses that got so tired of them, he was ready for God to deal with
them. He wanted them dealt with. But yet still, he had to do what God
wanted him to do. Now here it is, Joshua, having to deal with their
children. And he said, “Listen, you got to be courageous. You got to be
courageous.” He said, “Listen, I'm giving them the land which I
promised to their fathers.” So, God is saying “I am not a liar. I'm going
to fulfill my word.” Now, watch this. Sometimes, it takes us having
courage to see the word of God fulfilled in somebody else’s life. It takes
us being courageous because sometimes they don’t really deserve --
our flesh says they don’t deserve it, but God said that they should have
it. So, we must do what the Lord said and sometimes that’s difficult to
do, that’s why he’s telling him, be courageous, be courageous. Even in
the face of people that have bad character, God was telling Joshua, “You
have good character. You be courageous, you be courageous.”

00:09:52

In the next couple of verses, verses seven and eight, “Only be thou
strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according
to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from
it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper withersoever
thou goest. This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but
thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to
do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy
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way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.” Here, God
commands Joshua to only be strong and very courageous.

We discover something interesting here. It takes courage to stand on
the word of God. It takes courage to stand on the word of God. Logos
and rhema. The word that we read, that we study, that we pray over,
that we preach, that we teach -- it takes courage to stand on this word.
The word that he speaks to you in the midnight hour when you’re trying
to struggle and wrack your brain and see how you to solve this problem,
how you to go in to the place that he’s calling you to go. It takes courage
to do that. It takes courage to do that. You can’t be weak and fulfill
the purpose of the God in your life. You can’t back down and fulfill the
purpose that God has called you to, you must be courageous, you must
be courageous. You have to have strength to do this.

Joshua was to observe to do all that was in the law as Moses did that he
could prosper, that he could prosper. So, God gives him some
instructions. Can we go over these instructions for just a few moments?
He gives him some instructions. “This book of the law shall not depart
out of thy mouth.” You see that, you remember seeing that? “This book
of the law shall not depart out thy mouth.” In other words, we must
speak and maintain the principles of God’s word. It shall not depart out
of thy mouth. You’ve got to speak and maintain the principles in God’s
word. Every time, you’re going to be tested, but you’ve got to speak it
and you got to maintain it.

Then he went on to say this, “But thou shall meditate therein day and
night, day and night.” We should give thought to God’s word. We must
give thought to God’s word and we must study the word. We must give
thought, meditate on the word and we've got to study the word, we
must study. And then he said this, “Observe to do all that is written
therein.” Observe to do all that is written therein, what does this mean?
This means regardless of how great or small, we all must obey God’s
word in deed and action. Understand who he’s speaking to, he’s
speaking to Joshua, the one who’s taking over for Moses, the leader of
the nation. He said, “Listen, this man here, I want you. I'm not talking
to the second-in-command, I'm not talking to your cabinet, I'm not
talking to the secretary, no. I'm talking to you. I want you to observe
to do all that is written therein.” That is so important in this day and
time, because sometimes I believe that we may arise to certain levels
of authority and we don’t believe that we have to maintain the rule of
law. But yet there are other things that we can do, other places we can
go, and be okay with it. It is all from -- not just government, it’s in
business, it’s in science, it’s plaguing the entire world, but God said that
we are to observe to do all that is written therein. I don’t care how high
you are, how small you are, whether you have the highest seat in the
land or whether you are cleaning the floors, you’re supposed to observe
to do all that is written therein this book.

It’s important that we walk in that because we actually leave that legacy
behind. So, if we don’t live it, how can we expect our children to follow
it, and now we’re trying to understand why they won’t obey, why they
can’t have discipline, why all this foolishness is going on in the schools
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and in the lands and travesty is happening around us because from the
top to the bottom, we've refused to obey the word of God. He said,
“Joshua, I need you to set the example. Joshua, I need you to be
obedient. Joshua, I need you to be courageous, to stand up and do
what is right even when no one else around you wants you to. When
everybody is trying to get you to do something else, I need you to be
courageous and to stand in the midst of everything that is going on.”

Here, now we come to the last verse on our text. “Have not I
commanded thee? or the LORD thy God is with thee whithersoever thou
goest, have I not commanded thee? Have I commanded thee?

00:15:04

Here we learn something else. Courage is not suggested nor requested
but it is commanded. It’s commanded that we have courage, it’s
commanded that we have a backbone, it’s commanded that we have
intestinal fortitude, it’s commanded that we stand in the day of
adversity. It’s a command, not a suggestion. God isn’t making a
request, “Could you please --” no, no, no. “Have I not commanded you?
Have I not commanded you, Joshua?”

Now here it is, Joshua has not spoken one word, but yet God looked
down out of eternity into the life of his son and saw that he needed to
command him to do what he was telling him to do, and my question
became, “Why?” How in the world did God know that Joshua would
needed this command? Was he understood where Joshua was and from
where he had been? Because Joshua was being asked to take on the
shoes of his mentor, take on the shoes of the one who he respected,
who he honored, who he went to fight for, and was willing to for, who is
now gone and he said, “I need you to walk in those shoes,” and Joshua
said, “Wait a minute, how can I do this? I mean, Moses -- I was there
when he took his rod and held it over the Red Sea and it parted. I was
there, I walked on the dry ground too, I was there, I saw all this stuff -
- Lord, Father, how can I do that? I was there when everyone was
thirsty and you told him to strike the rock and he struck the rock, I was
there. I was there when he came off the mountain and there was this
glow on him, that no one had ever seen, the glory of God like never
been seen before, I was there, I saw it. And you want me to be like
that? I don’t think can do it. I don’t think I can do it.”

See, you have to understand that when you’re asked to be courageous,
that their perspective is that we must see. He saw things from a certain
perspective because, almost like a son looking at a father. Because
when your child is young, father is a hero. The father -- he is the one
who can solve everything, he is the one who helps me, he picks you up,
he helps when you feel -- when you’re hurt or bumped your knee or
stubbed your toe or -- he was there to celebrate you when you won your
game. He was there to encourage you when you lost, your dad was
everything.

But as you grow older, we tend to see dad in a little bit of a different
light. Because we now understand more when we see more of the
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humanity of dad. So therefore, we don’t have a hero worship of dad.
We kind of try to understand him as we’re trying to grow and understand
ourselves. But then after we grow through that process and we mature,
we come to the process of loving dad even more because when we go
and experience some challenges, experience some hurt, we see dad in
a totally different light. He becomes our hero again and here it is.
Joshua only saw him from that perspective but there was another side
of Moses.

Remember, Moses not only was able to seat there and walk across the
ground on dry land after he splits the red Sea, but also before that,
when God told him, “I want you to go tell Pharaoh to let my people go.”
Remember, it was Moses that did the same thing that Joshua said, “I
don’t think I can do that. I don’t know. You want me to do that? You
want me to go say these things? I don’t know.” In fact, he said it this
way, “I don’t know if I can do that. I don’t know if I can do that, Lord.”
See, he had a stuttering issue. He was so stuck on his own issue that
God couldn’t let him go alone, he had to send his brother Aaron with
him to go speak to Pharaoh.

This is the Moses that Joshua feels like he can't be. The same Moses
that -- the first time God said, “Strike the rock,” but then he went back
and said, “Now, I want you to speak to the rock, Moses.” He was so
frustrated with the people, he took his rod, “I’m going strike it again,”
and it’s almost as though he struck Christ afresh, because of his
frustration with the people, his imperfection. But yet, God said, “Moses,
my servant, is dead.” Moses, my servant as though he were the hand-
selected, handpicked prophet of the Lord, which he was. But he had to
go through issues and God still used him. This is where he’s trying to
get Joshua to understand, so he looks past all of that. He says, “Have
I not commanded you? Be strong and of a good courage, be not afraid
neither be thou dismayed for the Lord thy God is with us for the Lord
thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest --” here it is, he’s laying
it out. He said, “Let me help you understand, Joshua.”

There’s some hindrances to courage. There’s some hindrances to
courage. I want to share them with you.

00:20:00

The hindrances to courage are fear and breakdown. Be not afraid, fear.
Neither be thou dismayed, dismayed. That word translates into a word
that means breakdown. When you come into a situation and said,
“Listen, you need to have courage,” don’t sit there, “Oh God, I don’t
know what to do. Oh, I’m so afraid.” And neither be thou dismayed.
That means -- look, you might, “Oh God, I can't do it, I can't do it Lord.
Can I just sit here? I don’t want to deal with it. Oh no, I just can't, Oh
God please.” He said, “Listen, be not afraid, neither be though
dismayed.”

Listen, don’t let fear or breakdown hinder you from walking in courage.
Don’t let fear or breakdown hinder you from walking in courage. Why?
Because then he gives us the answer, he says, “For the Lord thy God is
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with thee, whithersoever thou goest.” The empowerment of courage is
the presence of God. The empowerment of courage is the presence of
God. He said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you; wherever you go,
I will be there. If you go through the storm, I’m going to be there, you
go through the valley, I’m going to be there. I don’t care what your
problem is, your pain is, I’m going to be there. I’m empowering your
courage, so when the fear comes that hinders -- when you feel like
throwing up your hands and giving up that hindrance, you can simply
all overshadow it and walk beyond it, because you know that I am with
you.” I don’t care what the problem is, I don’t care what the pain is,
God is with you. I don’t care who leaves your life, who you’ve lost from
your life, God is with you.

Listen, Sunday it was a year anniversary since we lost my mother, and
I have to remind myself, “Mama, this one’s for you.” I had to remind
myself, “Mama, this one’s for you. When I go minister this word, I’m
ministering it for you. When I encourage somebody, I’ll encourage
them, because that’s what you taught me to do.”

Lord, I will not forget every thing that you taught me through her. This
will not be a hindrance to me. It would be a stepping stone to go to the
next level that you’re calling me to go to. Listen, you got to understand
God is with you, God is with you. I don’t care what it is you experience,
I don’t care how painful it is, you’re still here. You’re still here, you
know why? Because God is with you, God is with you, that’s why you’re
here. That’s why he makes sure that the very things he placed in your
spirit, he is now empowering you. He is empowering you to go and fulfill
those things. So, just as he told Joshua, I say to you tonight, be strong
and of a good courage. Do not be afraid, neither be thou dismayed; for
the lord thy God is with you whithersoever thou goest.

Glory to God. Can we give God some praise? Halleluiah, halleluiah.
Glory to God. Thank you all so much. If this is all right, I just want to
say a word of prayer, brief word of prayer as we close, if you would just
bow your heads with me.

Father God, we thank you for making us strong and making us
courageous. Father, we thank you for undergirding us, oh God, and
lifting us to higher heights, oh Father God, in you. Father, we thank you
for every storm that you brought us through. Father God, we thank you
for everything you helped us to traverse on the rivers of life, oh God,
enabling us to come to the destination, the shore that you called us.
Father, we thank you, you didn’t give up on us, God. You never gave
up, you never threw in the towel, you believed in us, God. Now, Father,
we believe in you. For this next season, oh God, that we can touch a
generation that doesn’t know you, that they may come to know you.
Father God, that we can reach out and be the examples that you called
us to be. Lord God, we stand on your word, oh Father God,
courageously knowing that we shall fulfill everything you’ve called us to
do. Father, have your way. Move by your spirit. Touch us and move
us, that you may be glorified, in Jesus’ name. Let every heart say,
“Amen.” Amen, God bless you, God bless you.
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Female: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com. This was the message
titled, “A Heart of Courage” by James Brown. This message is number
6491, that’s 6491. To listen to over a thousand free messages or to
send this message number 6491 to a friend, go to
BrothersoftheWord.com.

Male: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to help
support this ministry, go to iWantToGive.com. That’s iWantToGive.com.

Female: Listen to BrothersoftheWord.com often because, brother, you need the
Word.

(Music Playing: 00:24:52 - End)
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