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Jason Thomas: God has given us all the significant purpose for being here and
unless we do it, nobody else will.

Female: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com. This is message
titled, “People of Influence” by Jason Thomas. This message is
number 6494. That’s 6494. Listen to over a thousand free
messages on BrothersoftheWord.com.

(Music Playing: 00:00:20 - 00:00:49)

Female: And now for 6494, “People of Influence”.

Jason Thomas: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the
word.

I’m excited to be here tonight. Recently, my family and I were at
God’s favorite restaurant, Chick-fil-A and my oldest son, my nine-
year old, he was going to the play place to kind of look after my
younger two boys and my wife and I were having just a little adult
conversation and we noticed him -- I don’t know if you all been to
Chick-fil-A lately, but they moved to this model where there’s
community seating. So, there’s a table with eight or ten chairs
and there’s my oldest son, Jonathan, sitting across the table from
a Hispanic young man that he had just met a couple of minutes
ago and they’re talking they went to war together, like old
buddies.

After I was done, I nudged my wife, I said, “Look at Junior, look
at Junior,” and we’re just sitting there, kind of chuckling to
ourselves because he gives me a hard time, and say I talk to
everybody, but I love to see just his influence, just to see his
leadership in that moment and as we were riding him, I said,
“Junior, who was your new friend?” He was like, “Oh Dad, I just
met him,” I said, “You know, what was the connecting point for
you all?” And he said, “Well, I said hello to him in line when I
was trying to get my ice cream and we started talking about video
games and the next thing I knew, we were playing on the play
place and just talking about life.” And I said, “Son, you know,
Daddy wants you to know, one that’s funny because you always
make fun of me for talking to everybody, but it’s amazing how we
can never minimize or negate the influence that Jesus gives each
and everyone of us.”
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And that’s where we’re going to land tonight, we’re going to be in
the gospel of Mark if you have your scripture, Mark, Chapter One.
And tonight, we’re going to focus on the power of influence,
somebody say “Influence”. I’m sure many people in this room
have heard before that leadership is influence, nothing more,
nothing less. If we can influence people, we can lead people. If
you can’t influence a person, you disqualify yourself from being
able to lead them and I’m confident that we can all learn how to
lead because you can teach people how to influence. And so, we’re
going to look at the greatest influence who ever lived and that’s
none other that our Lord and savior, Jesus Christ, amen? We’re
going to explore just the beginning of his life, and the beginning
of his ministry.

So, let’s pray together as we enter into God’s word. Father, we
just thank you so much here on tonight. We just enter into your
presence with just awe and majesty and expectation of what you
desire to speak to us tonight. God, we could have been anywhere
tonight, but you ordained for us to be in this place sitting under
your word with brothers and sisters who are desiring and
yearning to move closer to you. God, let us not miss this moment,
give us ears to hear, give us hearts to comprehend, what it is that
you desire for us to take away from your word. God, I pray for
every man and every woman in this place, I pray for their
households, I pray for the situations that they face but God, I pray
that you will remind us all that there’s absolutely nothing bigger
than you. God, help us to move stuff and circumstances and
situations out of the way, so that we can be attuned to heaven
tonight. God, we may have heard this word before but I pray that
you will deliver it to us afresh. Open up new revelation, give us
an understanding heart and just a new perspective in mindset
that we might influence those, not for our own good but for the up
building and expansion of your kingdom and changing all of
eternity. God, we pray for this and we believe this, in Jesus’
name, amen.

If you’re in the Gospel of Mark, in Chapter One, we’re going to
begin in Verse 16 and this is shortly after John was arrested and
Jesus is coming on the scene to proclaim the gospel and I love
where it picks up in Verse 16. You know, there’s a pattern in
Mark, you’ll notice, if you ever study Mark, there’s a lot of
“immediatelies” and there’s a lot of “suddenlies” and there’s a
pace in Mark that you don’t necessarily see in some of the other
gospels because Mark, he’s like, “I got 16 chapters to give you
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what I’m going to give you,” he’s not going to be flowery in this
language, he’s going to cut to the chase and so, it’s almost like, if
you ever go to a movie and the first scene is just an action scene,
you just drop into it and that’s where we are in the gospel of Mark.
Everybody with me?

00:05:17

All right, Verse 16. It says, “Passing alongside the sea of Galilee,”
he’s speaking of Jesus, of course, “Saw Simon and Andrew, the
brother of Simon casting a net into the sea for they were
fishermen, professional fishermen and Jesus said to them, Follow
me and I will make you fishers of men. And immediately,”
somebody say immediately, “And immediately, they left their nets
and followed him and going on a little farther, he saw James, the
son of Zebedee and John, his brother,” those are the sons of
thunder right there, “who were in their boat, mending the nets
and immediately,” somebody say immediately, “Immediately he
called them and they left their father, Zebedee in the boat with
the hired servants and followed him.

Let’s just pause right there for a second, how many of you by show
of hands have heard the story before? How many of you have read
the story before? I believe 99% of us in this room have heard this
story before and I don’t know about you but I’ve been walking
with Jesus for a good little while and this story baffles me every
time I read it because it begs the question in my heart, what type
of influence did Jesus have that he could walk up to two complete
strangers, ultimately four complete strangers, professional
fishermen in the midst of their work and say, “Follow me,” and
they say, “Okay.” Like, I love to stand here and admit that I had
that type of influence on my wife when I first met her, I say,
“Baby, you’re going to be my wife,” she be like, “Oh, oh for real?
Okay, let’s go ahead and set the date,” no, it wasn’t quite like that.
In my mind, she would say, “You kind of played a little bit like
that,” but it wasn’t exactly like but what it is in Jesus’ life, what
is it about his influence that made these men drop everything and
they dropped everything to follow Jesus? And they didn’t sit and
debate about, they didn’t sit and wrestled, they didn’t sit there
and struggled and count the costs of what this meant to them, but
they knew there was something different about this man, they
knew it was something different about what they were being
invited to and they just said, “Okay”.
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They were willing to risk their jobs, they walked away from their
source of income, from the thing that produced and provided for
their families, they were willing to walk away from that, they
were willing to walk away from their relationships, they left their
daddy, they left their servants in the boat and followed Jesus.
They left their comfort zones and I don’t know about you, but how
do you respond when God calls you to a place that’s
uncomfortable? How do you respond when God calls you to
something that’s unfamiliar? That’s what they did, they gave up
everything. They were willing to give up their lives to follow
Jesus. Now, these weren’t just any ordinary people, these were
leaders, and it’s one thing to lead people, but it’s another thing to
lead leaders. You can dig down, we don’t have time to go there
tonight but just in their life and ministry, most people say, “Jesus
called these 12 ordinary men,” and yes, it is true, they were 12
ordinary men from a variety of backgrounds, a variety of
circumstances and situations and they were the ones that Jesus
chose. There was nothing super spectacular about them on the
surface but Jesus saw something. In my mind, I can’t get around
it because how is possible to have that type of influence and not
abuse of power because that’s not what it was at all. It was
influence, Godly, God-fearing influence that he used to invite
these men into their story.

I love that Jesus didn’t use his title, he didn’t use his position, its
leverage to force their hand, but he spoke convincingly enough,
confidently enough, in a way that he says, “You know what, follow
me.” He didn’t make them any promises that he wouldn’t be able
to fulfill, he simply said, “If you want to truly live, if you want to
truly live, buckle up, put on your big boy draws and let’s go.” And
that’s the same thing he says to us, every single day when you
wake up, you can have a walk with Jesus for decades but he says,
every single day that we wake up and he breathes breath into our
lungs, he says, “If you want to truly live, let’s go”.

There are only two things that will change your life: either
something new comes into your life, be it a new relationship,
that’ll change your life. Having access to new information -- I was
talking with a buddy of mine, who is an extremely influential
mover and shaker in the entertainment industry. I mean, he’s
produced for -- you name it, you run down list, Jay-Z, Beyonce, all
of these huge names, he’s produced for them and recently, God
invited him into a different story.
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And recently, God invited him into a different story, he’s in his
mid-forties and he was at a retreat out of town and he just met
these awesome men who said, “Hey, I believe that you’re the
person that God has called to take up this mantle and carry on
this vision for a non profit”.

And so my buddy said, “Have you ever heard me speak before?”
And they were like, “No, but we know that you’re the man”, and I
was so reminded of this very story because my buddy, he just said,
“Okay, I’m with you”. And now, he’s traveling all around the
country, all around the world, working with a global non-profit
just to proclaim the gospel of Jesus, night in and night out, he gets
15 minutes to open up God’s word and invites people into that
story, but he was willing to say, “Yes”. He was willing to lay
everything down and say “I’m the man, I will go, I trust you”. And
he’s inviting us into that.

So, either something new comes into your life or the second thing
that will change our lives is that something new will come out of
us. Whenever we can push ourselves out of our comfort zone,
comfort will kill us quicker than a whole lot of other stuff. But
when we’re willing to move outside of our comfort zone, there are
some things where it’s like, “Man, I didn’t even realize that was
in me.”

Once we make a decision and we’re firm in it, Jesus says, “I can
use you now, because I can see the bonus, I can see the fire, I can
see that you tapped into something greater than yourself. You
have a deeper understanding of who I am, of my grace towards
you, of the love that I have towards you, of the purpose and the
destiny and the plan and the calling that I placed in your life. So,
we have to know that either something new is going to come into
our life or something new is going to come out of us. Amen?

Oh man. Flip over to Verse 35 in Chapter 1 because I want to
look at a few reasons from scripture that Jesus was a person of
influence. I want us all to see it with our own eyes. It doesn’t
matter what Jason thinks, it’s not my opinion, it’s not
interpretation, it’s not conjecture, it’s God’s word. And this is why
Jesus was a person of influence and this is the very same reason
that we will be people of influence.
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Verse 35 says, “And rising very early in the morning”. Some of
you all say, “I ain’t no morning person, baby”. Keep reading,
“While it was still dark, he departed and went out to a desolate
place and there he did what?” It says, “Rising very early in the
morning, while it was still dark, he departed and went out to a
desolate place and there, he prayed”. The first reason Jesus was
a person of influence was because of his discipline. Somebody say,
“Discipline”. Discipline is what separates successful people from
unsuccessful people. It could have said, “Anytime at all”, but it
says, “Very early in the morning.” When it was still dark outside,
he had to get up and push beyond where he was and go even
farther to a desolate place and there, he prayed. His influence
was rooted in prayer, it wasn’t rooted in him having some title or
position or bragging like, “You all know who my daddy is right?”
It wasn’t rooted in that, it was rooted in his posture towards
Heaven. It was rooted in his discipline of knowing that
everything that will every be built of significance in our life has
to start with a seedbed of prayer. Somebody say, “Discipline”.

When we look in Chapter 2, the second reason that Jesus was a
person of influence. Jesus had performed the miracle of healing
the paralytic and then we jump over and in Verse 17, it says,
“After they had talked about why is he eating with tax collectors
and sinners?” It says, “When Jesus heard it, he said to them,
those who are well have no need of position, but those who are
sick, I came not to call the righteous but sinners.” So after it was
his discipline, the second thing was he understood his mission,
somebody say, “Mission”.

You know, Jesus was very clear, he had a very clear
understanding in what God called him to do and I think the
mistake that several of us make is we get consumed trying to live
out somebody else’s mission. We will put our eyes on something
and say, “Oh, that looks pretty good, let me try that. Oh, you
know what? That seems to work well for them, I’m going to go
after that”. But God is saying, “Is that what I’ve called you to?”
We got to be on our mark, we’ve got to run our race, we have to
finish our course.

When we get to Heaven, Jesus ain’t going to say “Hey Jason, did
you do what I told Corey to do?” No, he’s going to say “Did you
fulfill the calling and the plan that I called you to do?” So, after
we are disciplined, we have to ask God, “Give us a clear
understanding, God, of what my mission is”. God has given us all
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the significant purpose for being here. And unless we do it,
nobody else will. And keeping in mind with mission, if something
is not a part of your mission, we all have to grow to graduate to
use that two letter word that is so hard for some of us to say and
it’s just, “No”. And I tell you, the older I get and the more grey I
get, the more I’m starting to feel comfortable with that word.

00:15:00

Because I realize, I don’t have as much time here as I have in
eternity. And if I want to maximize these years, if God will
maximize these years through me, I’ve got to say “No”, we’ve got
to say no to some good things. So, we have to grow and mature in
that because we get watered down, we get diluted whenever we
try to do too much. So, it’s discipline, it’s mission, the third thing
that made Jesus a person of influence is found in Verse 22.

Starting in 21, it says, “They went into a Capernaum and
immediately,” somebody say “Immediately”, Jesus realized, “Hey
man, I’m on the clock. I got things I got to do.” Immediately on
the Sabbath, he entered the synagogue and was teaching. He
didn’t stop for pleasantries, he didn’t stop, he just kicked in the
door and was like, “Thus sayeth the Lord, let’s rock and roll”. And
it says, “After they heard him, they were astonished at his
teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority and not as
the scribes.

The third thing after disciple and mission that made Jesus a
person of influence was his ability and his willingness to teach.
Now, I know, we all know some great people who are as stingy as
I don’t know what. Someone might be stingy with their money,
someone might be stingy with their time, somebody might be
stingy with their experiences and what God has given them, but
Jesus just went in and he recognized the urgency of it. And he
said, “I’ve got to give people everything that God has given me”.
And he was willing to teach, he was not ashamed, he didn’t make
any apologies for it, he said, “I’ve got to teach”, and they were
astonished by it. Realize, Jesus was a young man when this
happened, they were astonished at his teaching. So, Jesus was
influential because of his discipline, because of understanding his
mission, because of his teaching and the fourth way was because
of his passion.
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Jesus had passion, he didn’t just kind of stumble into the temple
and say, “Hey, hey you all. Today, I just want to share about the
Kingdom of Heaven and all the glorious riches that God has called
you to”. No, he was on fire wherever he went and a lot of that was
rooted in the fact that he was disciplined enough to start every
morning honoring the father in prayer, to refuel, to honor the
Sabbath, to pull back, to allow God to pour into him that he could
pour into other people.

So, if we want to be people of influence, we got to be disciplined,
we’ve got to understand our mission, we have to know God’s
teaching and we have to be passionate. Influence can happen
wherever we are in our life. It’s not something that’s defined by
age, it’s not something that’s defined by social status, our position,
our title, our place on a organizational chart. Influence is
everywhere and really, ultimately, it’s your influence has
everything to do with you taking or making the time to add value
to other people. That’s all Jesus did.

Jesus was a multiplier, Jesus knew that his purpose and his
calling was to add value. And I love that the purpose of influence
is never to promote our own agenda, that’s not what influence is,
that’s called abuse of power. When you’re promoting your own
thing, when you’re pushing forward your own agenda, that’s not
truly influence, the influence that he gives us is to advance the
agenda of the Kingdom of God. He said it best in John 6:38, he
says, “For I have come down from Heaven, not to do my own will,
but to do the will of him who sent me”. Jesus never abused his
power, even though when he knew that Judas would betray him,
he could have really made it tough on Judas. But he loved him
until the end, even when they were sitting there together at that
last meal, he didn’t want to say, “Hey man, just go ahead and get
it over with”. He loved him, he loves us and he’s given us
opportunities every single day, to be able to leverage our
influence.

A few closing thoughts on how we can be people of influence. Is
this blessing anybody tonight? The first thing that we have to
learn to do is we have to learn to be present. Somebody say, “Be
present”. Honestly, the person who is the most present a lot of
times is the person who is the most influential. It doesn’t seem
like it’s a whole big thing, but when you’re locked in, when you’re
paying attention, when you’re using your body language, when
you disconnect, when you turn off your phone, when you’re
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completely locked in and focused, people are willing to just share
whatever it is in their life with you. And God has called us to be
present, wherever we find ourselves, in any conversation, in
anybody that we’re around, we need to be fully aware of the people
that we’re with. So, be present.

Secondly, we need to be sensitive to what’s going on with those
around us. We got to learn how to ask questions, we got to pay
attention, we got to notice anything that’s outside of the norm. I
love that Jesus had this ability to listen to the words that came
out of people’s mouths and put it through a translator which what
really came from his heart. So, he encountered a young man and
he said, “What must I do to be saved?” And it seems like there
should be a clear cut answer, but Jesus said, “Foxes have holes,
birds of the air have nest, but the Son of man has nowhere to lay
his head”.

00:20:04

And I’m sure the young man was like, “What in the world does
that have to do with salvation?” But Jesus listened with his heart
and we have to be sensitive with our hearts, we have to present,
we have to be sensitive and the third thing, we need to be clear.
People love clarity. Clarity minimizes confusion. MY wife is
always -- she’s a “say what you mean and mean what you say”
kind of person, with tact of course, but our word is all we have.
We have to be clear and as a person of influence, I want to give us
all freedom and permission. It’s okay to be unclear at times, but
we should never be uncertain. It’s okay to be unclear, it’s okay to
not fully know how it’s going to happen, but our faith should never
waiver, our faith should never move away from a place that I
know God is going to do it. I can’t tell you exactly how it’s going
to pan out for your life, but we have to trust and believe more than
anything that God will do it.

So, at the end of the day, if we want to be real people of influence,
we got to strive to add value to people honestly, who can’t add
value back to us. It’s easy to get into this tit-for-tat, scratch your
back, scratch mine type of relationship with people. But Jesus
wants us to just be able to do things for people that never had the
ability to repay us.
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So, it’s my prayer that God is going to increase all of our abilities
to influence others, as we look to him for wisdom and for
discernment. Let’s pray together.

Jesus, I thank you for calling us all to be people of influence, not
to promote our own thing, but to make your name famous, to brag
on your glory, to brag on your majesty, to brag on just how
awesome you are. Father, I pray for every person in this place
that you give us a greater glimpse of who you are. And God, when
people see us, I pray that they’ll see you. Father, thank you for
this opportunity to just gather around your word and to be
challenged and even at times where we need to come back around
this story, God, I pray that you would help us not to hesitate, but
be an immediately kind of people. Let us not sit on the things
that you’ve placed in our hearts, the dreams that you’ve birthed
in us, the vision that you’ve given us time and time again. God, I
pray that you place a fire on the inside of us, give us all greater
levels of urgency to act upon the things that you’ve placed within
us. God, I thank you for every man and woman in this place, I
pray a hedge of protection around us all. I pray for just a greater
capacity to receive what you have for us. God, we thank you for
the privilege of just being able to open your word in freedom
tonight. We thank you that you continue to speak to us by your
spirit. And God, we love you with everything that we have.
Thank you for loving us and believing in us. In Jesus’ name we
pray in every heart and agreement that said Amen, Amen and
Amen.

Female: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com. This was the
message titled, “People of Influence” by Jason Thomas. This
message is number 6494, that’s 6494 to listen to over a thousand
free messages or to send this message number 6494 to a friend,
go to BrothersoftheWord.com.

Male: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to
help support this ministry go to iWantToGive.com. That’s
iWantToGive.com.

Female: Listen to BrothersoftheWord.com often because brother, you need
the word.

(Music Playing: 00:23:26 - End)

00:23:33
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