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Arthur Bronner: It’s good to be in church but it’s better when the word becomes
alive in you.

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This is the message
titled, “Be A Great Witness” by Arthur Bronner. This message is
number 6499, that’s 6499. Listen to over a thousand free
messages on brothersoftheword.com.

(Music Playing 00:00:20 - 00:00:48)

Female: And now for 6499, “Be A Great Witness.”

Arthur Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because brother you need the
word. Hallelujah! It’s good to -- I would say be home again, be
home again, and actually it’s not even on my notes but you know
it says something when they ask you to come home to bring the
word. And I thank God that for the last three years, my wife and
I, our lives have continue to do one thing, that is go up.

You missed it. You missed it. You missed it. Our life has gone up and it’s not because
of anything that we did but one thing that we didn’t do. We moved
out of the way and then God have His way. Move out of the way
and let God move in your life. I cannot overemphasize that
enough because a lot of us, we think, “Well, I have this and I got
this under control.” God’s hands are tied because we think we
have it in control and it is not until we throw our hands up in a
sign of surrender that God is able to come out of the
unemployment line and do what He is desiring to do. My life and
a lot of what I talk about now is not of what I heard but what I
have experienced because His word is very clear.

His word says that we are overcomers and it is in two parts, the first part, we do not
even have charge over because it is the blood of the lamb that
Jesus shed on Calvary’s Cross. But what we do have charge over
is the word of our testimony and Webster says that testimony
means from the beginning of something to the end of that same
thing. That is a process, you can’t tell what it’s like to go through
until you have already gone through and once you go through
saying you are empowered, you are now a coach, you don’t have a
ticket to sit in the grandstand but you are a coach to tell somebody
else. I’ve been where you’ve been, I can help you.
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And some of us will say, “Well, you know Arthur, I don’t want to
tell me it’s not your business.” The only sad part is when you have
gone through and then you watch somebody else going through
and you don’t lend a voice or a hand to help them. And I’ll say
this, I’m not afraid of the response because you see I’m that type
of person, if I was at the ball game and the (00:03:35) scored, I’m
going to be up cheering. If I was at the football game and the
Falcons’ scored, I will be up cheering. If I was at the Hawks’ game
and the Hawks’ scored, and won, I will be up cheering.

So if I can do that over there, how much more can I do over here? When I think of
the goodness of Jesus and all that He has done for me, the worst
is my soul, not yours but my soul crushed out, Hallelujah! Let me
get to the message because I’m striving to contain myself, you all
have to understand. I’m like Pastor C. Elijah, we used to call him
fireball. And here’s the reason, C. Elijah was cool about
everything except for two things; golf and word. Am I right C.
Elijah? He will get excited about the word and it dropped over on
me. I get excited about the word because the word is life, the word
is healing, the word is deliverance, the word has power. Even as
we say on the first Sunday that the blood that Jesus shed -- and
you know if you gave blood at the Red Cross, they will have a
timeframe of how long they can hold your blood before it was no
good. But watch this, the blood that Jesus shed on Calvary’s
Cross over 2,000 years ago, it still works. There’s healing in the
blood, there’s deliverance in the blood, there’s peace in the blood,
there’s joy in the word, the words feel words.

00:05:13
Romans Chapter 12, and this is coming out of the NIV, it says, verses one and two --

and it’s a very familiar passage but here is what I’ve come to
understand, it’s good to be in church but it’s better when the word
becomes alive, and you is better. But here’s what He says in
Romans Chapter 12 in the NIV. “Therefore I urge you, brothers,
in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices,
holy and pleasing to God. This is your spiritual act of worship.”
But here is the key part. “Do not conform any longer to the
pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind. Then you will be able to test and prove what God’s will is-
-is good, perfect and pleasing will.” So I would take for a topic for
those in need of topic you know something like, “What’s the topic,
what’s the topic?” Here’s the topic. Be a great witness. Now, I
want to do something different because oftentimes we hear in
church, you know turn to your neighbor, turn to the right, turn to
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the left, we’re going to put all of that aside. I just want you to
repeat after me with a loud gusto in voice, “Be a great witness.”

Audience: Be a great witness.

Arthur Bonner: Yeah, yeah, yeah. Tell yourself one more time. Be a great
witness.

Audience: Be a great witness.

Arthur Bonner: Hallelujah. Because when we understand that even if you look
up the word “witness, the definition it says, “One who has seen
something. One called upon to testify before a court or one that
is witnessed someone else sign a legal document.” In other words,
when God has done something for you, you should be a witness.
If He healed you, you should be a witness, and not just a witness,
not just a -- because of oftentimes we would say, “Be a good
witness.” No, no, no, be a great witness. I’ll explain that a little
bit more, but I want you to get in your mind, “I am a great
witness,” and when you understand this not just here, because
here is like going to the gas station. Putting some gas or some
diesel in your vehicle that you can move on down the road. But
your greatest opportunity to witness, is in the marketplace, on
your job, in your home, around those that may not know who you
are, but when you understand, your spirit announces you.

Your spirit cannot be hidden and in people pick up, perceive into showing your spirit,
before they are close enough to hear anything you have to say.
And somebody say, “Well, you know, Brother Arthur, Reverend
Arthur,” I’m not hanged up on titles, but how can you convince
me or tell me about my spirit. And I will suggest you get two
different creations of God, just two, “a baby and a pet.” What kind
of senses that make watch this. If you have a bad spirit, a cat will
not come near you, a dog will growl at you, and the baby does not
want you to hold it.

(Audience Cheering)

A good spirit, the cat will rub up next to you, the dog will want to
come and lick you. The baby is going to sleep in your arm. So if
things are not going right, you may want to check your spirit. I’m
not trying to point out anything to anybody, but just a thought.
Why do certain things happen to me? Check your spirit.
Philippians four verses four through nine. In the NIV, it says,
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“Rejoice in the Lord Queen, always.” I will say it again, “rejoice,”
let your gentleness be evident to all, the Lord is near. “Do not be
anxious about anything.” I am going to say that one more time.
Do not be anxious. Lord, I will set (00:09:39); “that’s fine.” And
yes, the word does tell us, do we have to make our petitions made.
No, but do not be anxious, because sometimes he is holding things
back, because we are not ready. We are not in the right place; we
are not with the right people. You can be on a wrong relationship
and if He blesses you when you ask Him, it’s not going to work
out.

00:10:00

You may lose what you thought you wanted. And yet if we look in Proverbs three and
five, it says, “Trust in the Lord with all of thine heart. To lean
not unto thine own understanding. But in all of your ways
acknowledge Him then he will direct your path.” But back to
Philippians, but he says, “Do not be anxious for anything, but in
everything by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present
your request to God, and the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus. He is our pride. Finally, brothers, whatever is true,
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever
is lovely, whatever is admirable, if anything is excellent or
praiseworthy, think on these things. Whenever you have learned,
or received or heard from me or seen in me, put into practice, and
the God of peace will be with you.”

In other words the things that He’s done in your life, you should
be able to share that with somebody else. Because if somebody
needs your peace, they may not come in and ask you for it -- I have
had people that have told me things that blew me away. Older
people, one older man said, “Look, I want what you have.” And
I’m like, “What are you talking about? I don’t understand this,
you’re older than I am.” But God’s peace rest upon me.

Some of you know my testimony, but I’ve been in the hospital in
major surgery. I had a nurse that came into my room one night
and I said, “What do you need?” “I don’t need anything.” “What’s
wrong?” “Nothing’s wrong, but you are the easiest patient that I
have.” God’s peace was so strong, I did not feel alone even though
there was no one there, physically. But when you knew or
understand His peace it does what it says it will do. It will keep
you in perfect peace.
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Whose mind is stayed on Him? What are you listening to? What
are you talking about? What are you watching? Who are you
around? You have to guard your gate, you have to be mindful.
You cannot be in a place where your spirit is being compromised.
He is telling you, “It’s time to go.” “But I can’t leave!” well, trust
Him, He will make a way of escape. I’m telling you what I know.

But when we submit ourselves to Him, because see, another thing
that has to happen. You have to continue to feed yourself the
word. You have to get the word down in you, the same way that
you would do anything else. David said, I love David, David said
in Psalms 34, that “I will bless the Lord at all times.” That “His
praise shall continually be in my mouth, that my soul shall make
her boast in the Lord, that their humble would hear thereof and
be glad.” Then he said, hear thou a part, “O magnify the Lord
with me and let us exalt His name together.” Why? Because this
poor man cried unto the Lord, and He heard him and he delivered
him from all of his fears. So when you’re in a sad state, “Lord, I
trust you.”

Let me put a point here, sometimes it’s good to be in a quiet place.
Oh, I thought, “You don’t understand, I’ve got to have my music.”
Sometimes you need to be in a quiet place. I’m telling you what I
know. There is so much tranquility in a quiet place. I love my
gospel music, but sometimes I don’t need to hear music, I need to
hear from Him. Sometimes He would tell you in a quiet place,
“Call so-and-so.” And when you learn to be obedient and call. One
of my cousins, I called her one day. And she went to laughing
when she answered the phone. I said, “What’s going on, Pat?”
She said, “I was just thinking about you!” I called her. So I’m
telling you, He will speak to you in a quiet place. Turn off the
television. You don’t need to watch the news five times a day,
watch it once every other day. It’s not going to change.

So when we understand those things -- and I’ve got to get a couple
of things. When we look at being great witnesses, in the Book of
Acts, it talks about Paul and Silas. Where they were, the time,
what they did and the result. It says that at midnight, because
Paul and Silas were wrongfully imprisoned, but they were at
midnight in a jail cell, praying and singing praises. It does not
say who did what, it says what they did; they prayed they sang
praises. Then at midnight, the earth shook. The jail doors swung
open, but not one prisoner left.
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00:14:59

And it says, “When the sleeping jailer awoke, he reached for his
sword.” He was about to take his own life. And Paul stopped him,
he said, “”Hold on. Wait a minute, nobody’s left.” But watch what
happened. It caused this unbelieving jailer to ask this question
that we all must ask. “What must I do to be saved?” And the
Bible says that not only did he get saved, his whole household got
saved. Why? Because Paul and Silas prayed and sang praises.
And then further down through that it says that, when word came
down that Paul and Silas were free to go, they sent a message
back to the leaders, “We are not leaving until those that sent us
here come on down here.” Because they had to be a witness.

Then we look at -- still in the Book of Acts, where it talks about
when Peter and John were going up to the gate called Beautiful.
Some of you know the story, but there were a couple of thesis that
stood out with that for me. It says that this man had been laying,
could not walk for 38 years, every day, somebody would place him
outside of the gate called Beautiful, to ask money, begging alms.
And so they had placed him there, Peter and John came up to the
man. And first of all they told the man, “Look, pay attention.”
Then they told him, “Silver and gold have we not, but such as
what we do have, we give it to you.” And it reached down and
grabbed the man by the right hand, the Bible says, “Immediately
the man received strength in his legs and in his ankles.” That the
same paralyzed man jumped up, started praising God, followed
Peter and John into the gate called Beautiful. Now all of the
church-folk pastor that had passed by the man began to think and
murmur and concern themselves, “Was the man really
paralyzed?” Yes he was, but he did not need money as much as
he needed a touch from God.

Then just for one last example on this out of the word, that was a
man that was paralyzed. And he had four friends that were not
even mentioned name-wise. But the four men were so committed
to this man getting his miracle that they carried the man to the
church. They found it was full of scribes and Pharisees, and they
said, “We are not going to stop until this man gets his miracle.”
Then they got him up on the roof, and it doesn’t say all of this but
sometimes you got to think in your own mind. Somebody had to
go up on the roof and throw a rope down to tie around this man
that was on a mat, that was paralyzed, and be able to help pull
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this man up on the roof. Once they got him on the roof, then they
tore back the tiles, creating their opening for this man to be
lowered down in the midst of the people, describing the Pharisees
in front of Jesus.

Jesus stopped what He was doing. He looked at the man, He said, “Friend, your sins
are forgiven.” The man was still laying there. And now all of
these scribes and Pharisees began to think and murmur amongst
themselves, “Who can forgive sins but God alone?” And he said,
“Which is easier to say? ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or, ‘Take up your
bed and walk’?” The man said, “You do not have to tell me
anymore.” He took up his bed and went on out. “Because to me,
we’re a witness.”

So when we understand that God uses people to bless other
people. I remember my wife and I were here at watch night and
Pastor Nathaniel gave out those clear heart-shaped jars with
scrolls in them. And he said to think about what your desire is
because the word says when your delight yourself in Him, in God,
that then He gives you the desires of your heart. Well, as I
pondered this thing, He said, “Here’s what your desire is.” My
desire is to leave here empty. “What do you mean, Arthur?” Well,
everything that God poured into me, I need to pour out. Because
His word says, “Out of your belly shall flow rivers of living water.”
So my desire is to leave here empty, because the graveyard is full
of untold stories. The graveyard is full of unwritten books. The
graveyard is full of uninvented ideas. But I want to leave here
empty.

But just to give you something to carry home, here are a few
requirements of what it means or how you can be great. First of
all, be generous. Second of all, be relevant. Third, encourage
others. Fourth, affirm others. Last but not least, testify of the
goodness of God and what He has done in your life. In other
words, you need to be great in your home, great in your
community, great on your job, because you serve a great God.

Last thing I have to say, I thank God for Christina(ph). Now
here’s why, because when you look at what my aunt has done,
what she did planted a seed in her grandchild.

00:20:00
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And some years ago, I forget how many, Christina, correct me later, but we were at a
Thanksgiving dinner. And all of the grandchildren, because my
aunt has started a thing, where she would give them a Scripture
to learn and reward them for learning the Scriptures and reciting
and all of these wonderful things. But this particular year, before
all of the big (00:20:22) got her, (00:20:23), was standing behind a
podium on a chair at four years old, and he recited Psalms 1:18
versus 1 through 10 flawlessly. My mind was blown. How can a
four-year-old learn ten versus of Scripture? But because of what
my aunt did to Christina, Christina did to her son.

So as a single parent, she is putting the word because the word
said to train up a child in the way that they should go and when
they grow old, they won’t depart. That is a great witness because
my uncle used to often say that there’s no amount of public
success that can compensate for failure at home. She is a great
witness just in her own home. Now she’s taken it to the world to
tell other young people, “You can go through a whole lot of stuff
but God will keep you if you want to be kept.” Hallelujah.

I pray that something that was said made a little sense, a little
bit stick to you, that your life would never ever be the same. That
you would be a great witness wherever you go, that God would be
glorified and that the devil will be horrified because you got up on
another day to give Him praise and glory.

You ought to be excited about what God is doing. Be excited about
what He has done and be excited about what He’s about to do.
Give Him praise and glory.

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This was the
message titled, “Be A Great Witness” by Arthur Bronner. This
message is number 6499. That’s 6499. To listen to over a
thousand free messages or to send this message number 6499 to
a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.

Male: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to
help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com. That’s
iwanttogive.com.

Female: Listen to brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need
the word.

(Music Playing)
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