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Jason Thomas: Just because you may not play a major role doesn’t mean that God
hasn’t called you to play a vital role.

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This is a message
titled, “Know Your Role” by Jason Thomas. This message is
number 6501, that’s 6501. Listen to over a thousand free
messages on brothersoftheword.com.

(Music Playing)

And now for 6501, “Know Your Role.”

Jason Thomas: Welcome to the Brothers of the Word, because brother, you need
the word.

I’m extremely excited to be here this evening. I believe God wants
to speak something to all of us. And so, I hope that you had your
expectation turned up, even though like Pastor C. Elijah said, “It’s
rainy outside but that doesn’t change the character and the
nature of our God.” His word is true, it says, “Throughout all
generations, His mercy remains the same. He’s steadfast in His
love towards us. His word is alive and powerful, sharper than any
two-edged sword and I pray tonight that we’ll just be open to what
He wants to speak to us.”

I love the word of God, it is like a good marriage, the more you
spend time with it, the more it opens up to you. The more you
learn, the more you grow, the more you be challenged, the more
your heart is transformed. And I just want to pray as we open his
word tonight, that He’ll speak so powerfully to every person in
this place to let them know that God sees you, to let you know
that God loves you, to let you know that God cares about you.
That His purpose is still sure, He hasn’t changed his mind, He
hadn’t decided to something different. But let’s just go before our
father and prayer.

God, we are so grateful for just who you are. We never want to
just be casual in our approach towards you. We never want to
take for granted the awesomeness and the majesty and dominion
and the power that only you possess God. So, father in this
moment I pray that we would just set aside how we may feel. I
pray for those that are weary, those that are tired physically,
emotionally, spiritually. But God, I thank you that your word is
like a watering brook that refreshes us. So, I pray in advance for
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your refreshment tonight Lord God as we open up your words to
something that's seemingly so familiar, God. But I pray that you
would give us new eyes to see what you desire to speak to us
tonight.

God, I thank you for every family that's represented in this place.
God, I pray your hand of protection over them. I pray your
blessing, your peace, your love, your joy, your faith, your favor
God over every household that's represented. Father, your word
declares that you're the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, so I
just thank you for generation of blessings in this place. Father,
thank you for causing us to be worthy. Thank you for granting us
access to your throne of grace. And God, we just carefully enter
before your word, and God, we decree that is true, that is mighty,
that is powerful, that it will not return void. So God, we thank
you for it is in Jesus mighty name we pray. And every heart in
agreement say, Amen. Amen.

If you have your scripture, we’re going to be in the Gospel of Saint
Mark, Chapter 2. I love Mark. I love this particular passage that
we’re going to be in tonight. It’s right at the start of Jesus, His
ministry. Mark opens up and talks about John the Baptist, and
then we have this beautiful story of Jesus being baptized and we
move through His baptism immediately, to His temptation by the
devil, to the start of ministry, to the call of His disciples, to healing
and preaching, and this is just the beginning. I don’t know about
you, but if ever I'm in a story or I see a movie and like the opening
is just off the chain, I'm like, “Man, buckle up. This is going to be
good.” This is going to be good and this is how we approach the
gospel of Mark. We’re going to start in chapter 2, a very familiar
passage for most of us, but I just pray that God will help us to see
it in a little bit of a different way tonight. Is that all right? Is
that all right? All right, just making sure you're with me now.

Mark, Chapter 2, beginning in the 1st verse. It says, when He
returned to Capernaum, speaking of Jesus, after some days, after
this healing and preaching toward that He was on, it was reported
that He was at home. Many were gathered together so that there
was no more room, not even at the door. He was preaching the
word to them.

00:04:59
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Somebody say, “Preach the word”. He was preaching the word to
him and they came, bringing to him a paralytic carried by four
men. They could not get near him because of the crowd. We know
what they did, they removed the roof above him, and they have
made an opening, they let down the bed on which the paralytic
lay. When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, “Son,
your sins are forgiven.”

I just want to speak for a few moments from the title of “Know
Your Role.” “Know your role.” I'm going to offer just a spoiler
alert from the beginning. The big idea that we want to share and
come around tonight is that everybody has a role to play in the
story of God. Every single person has a role to play because our
culture has conditioned us to think that great moves of God only
happened through dynamic ministries or great things that
happen in the earth only happen through dynamic business
leaders or great things in the earth only happen because of great
people in government or education or all these different zones and
they minimize that every single person has a role to play. Every
single person has a role to play.

I love this particular story because you got kind the layers of
characters. We got the main characters of course of Jesus.
Everything set us around Him, our life, our very breath, our
purpose, everything that we’re called to a center around Him is
the main character. But then, you got a few other people in the
story. You’ve got this paralytic who we’re going to talk about in a
little bit. You got four friends who we’re going to dig into and talk
about them a little bit. You got people who aren't really named
in the story but they are here in the story. The first unnamed
person is this bed maker. The person who made the bed that the
paralytics carried the friend on. You also got the home owner
where the miracle is taking place. You got eventually the roof
repair person that has to come and fix what these friends have
done to the house, and all these characters have a part to play
just like we do.

There was a movie out maybe early 2000’s, late ‘90s called
“Vantage Point”, and I love it. It was a story of an assassination
that took place in some foreign place in Europe. You may have
heard of it. You may have seen it. Forest Whitaker was in it. I
can’t think of some of the other characters, but the entire movie
is just taken from different vantage points. You see it through
Forest Whitaker’s as a tourist. You see it through some of the
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Secret Service Detail that’s with the President. You seen all these
different vantage points said the same thing.

Tonight, I want us to journey for a little bit to just see a different
vantage point and explore what God may want to teach all of us
through different vantage points of the characters, the people in
the story.

The first person of course we said is Jesus, the main character.
He’s always the main character. For Him in this story, this was
just kind of business as usual. This wasn’t anything new to Jesus.
Jesus had grown accustomed in his short time of ministry that
when He showed up things happen. When He showed up, healing
took place. When He showed up, He would teach, He attracted
people, lives were changed, hope was found. Eternity was
changed for so many people because Jesus was that major player
in the story. He’s walking in and this is normal to Him. He walks
in, throngs of people are following Him. People can’t get in. They
packed the place out, people tearing up roofs, putting people in
his presence. This is just what Jesus was accustomed to. This
was just like, “Okay.” And I can imagine is Jesus is beginning
His day and spending His time with the father. He’s like, “What
do you have for me today?”

If we’re going to be like Jesus, if we want to walk like Jesus and
love Jesus and lead like Jesus and do all these others things like
Jesus, we have to have that same level of expectation. We have
to wake up in the morning or wake up at night or wake up,
whenever you wake up and say, “Jesus, what do you have for me
today? What do you have for me to do today, I'm expecting, I'm
ready, I'm hungry to see you move in ways that I just want to be
used by you. I just want to be your hands and feet. Use me God.”

This is what Jesus says in the story. Then we have this paralytic
man who’s probably tired, probably frustrated, probably a little
bit ashamed if we can be honest because He has this condition
that he’s carrying with him. He’s got his homeboys carrying him,
making a big deal out of. He might be like, “Hey, cool out, I'm
good. I've kind of grown accustomed to this whole thing.” He’s in
this situation like, “I don’t have control over it. I'm depending on
my boys who God knows what they're about to do.” But he’s just
kind of going along for the ride, and there are people in our lives
who were kind of go along with the ride, go with the flow kind of
people. Sometimes they frustrate us. Sometimes they agitate us.



www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/6501.mp3

Sometimes they just confuse us and sometimes they make us
ashamed, but we have this paralytic man in the story. And then
we had his four friends. And I'm a dude, so I can say this and I
got dude friends, but whenever you get a group of guys together,
it’s very rare that everybody’s on same page. It’s very rare. So, I
would imagine in this group of four men, I say two of them were
probably just full of faith and they're probably thinking the whole
time, “Man, we just got to get this dude in the presence of Jesus,
game over. This would change him forever.”

00:10:10

And then you got one who was probably sitting there like, “Man,
this is the dumbest idea I’ve ever thought of in my life.” He’s
probably doubtful. He has probably thought of every situation
and he probably even questioned like, “Man, I don’t know if he’ll
ever get healed.” And then you got that fourth friend who was
probably like my middle son kind of the researcher questionnaire,
just turning over every rock, trying to figure it out, trying to say,
“Yeah, there is a way that is going to happen.” So, you got at least
four friends and we’re going to come back to them. But I want us
to dig just a little bit for these supporting characters in the story.
and understand just because you may not play a major role
doesn’t mean that God hasn’t called you to play a vital role.

Just because your name might not be in light, just because you
might not be the main dude. One of my friends, Clay Scroggins
has a wrote a book called “How to Lead When You’re In Charge”
and just because you may not be a main character doesn’t mean
that you don’t have a vital role. So, we have to do away with the
lives that you know, those major business and ministry and
governmental influencers are the main people. You might just be
a volunteer. I came from open house tonight at my boy’s school
and I just love seeing just volunteers and parents who are
involved and their role is so critical and we can never minimize
that.

We talked about this bed maker and I can imagine. Just think on
his production line, this bed maker is responsible for making X
amount of beds every single day and he’s just doing his deal,
sitting on his production line, putting in springs, putting in
stuffing, putting in whatever. Whatever his role is on bed making
duty is humdrum, is mundane, is the same thing over and over
and over and over. And I can imagine that this dude never
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showed up necessarily at work on an assembly line to think that
what he’s about to produce is going to play a part in one of the
greatest stories that’s ever been told. But He approached His
work to say, “God, whatever it is that I’m doing, whatever you
place in my hands, use it for your Glory.” Never did he imagine
that his bed that he made, inspected by X753 would be the bed
that God will use in the story to carry this paralytic man, raised
him up on the roof, let him in and put him right in the presence
of Jesus.

We can never minimize what God has called. We can never
minimize what God desires to use because the truth is, what we
view is minimal, God views is critical. What we view is minimal,
God views is critical that’s why we can never minimize just
speaking a word of encouragement to somebody, because we don’t
know that person may never hear any positive words spoken
towards them or about them. And so we might minimize and say,
“She knows our hair looks nice,” or He knows that he’s a great
dude and he’s got, you know, all this and we make assumptions
of what is not necessary, but what we view is minimal, God views
is critical.

Then we got this homeowner, and I could imagine his wife was
like, “Hey babe, I invited a few people over tonight. I hope that’s
not a problem.” But like a good husband, he’s like, “Okay, babe.
Happy wife, happy life.” And they never imagined when they were
picking out this la-la land, when cement was being poured and
stairs were being put up and the roof was being installed, never
once did they probably imagine, and you know what? A book
that’s going to exist, exists for all eternity. One of the greatest
stories ever told, our house is the place that God used. It’s the
place that God used that’s why we have to approach it, not just,
“Oh, I want a three-bedroom, two-bathroom house with a gourmet
kitchen and a nice backyard and a good school system and all
this.” We have to think, God, this is what you bless me with and
it’s not about me, it’s not for me. I want to use whatever it is that
you’ve given me in your hands for your glory, but they never had
a thought when they went to closing table and just say, “You know
what? This is going to be the place where a miracle takes place.”

I’m sure the wife has probably imagined it and she probably had
paint colors in her mind. She’s probably thinking of furniture and
all beautiful interior design and all this type, and so she had
dreams of paint colors, cool organizational systems, but never
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once did she stop to think that this is the place that Jesus would
use to change a whole lot of lives.

We have to approach our lives the same way. We have to say
every morning, “God, this could be the day that you would use me
to speak encouragement to my co-worker. This is the day that
you can use me to challenge my neighbor. This is the day that
you can use me to just speak what’s been on my heart that I know
it’s from you to change somebody’s life.”

And then you got the roof repair guy, who I’m sure he arrived on
the scene. He assessed the damage and was like, “Tell me the
story one more time what happened. Say it again. I just want to
hear for myself. Just say it again. Just say it again.” And he got
back to the office that day.

00:15:01

He’s probably like, “Man, yeah, I don’t believe this. These dudes
ripped a hole in the roof for their friend. It was the craziest thing
I’ve ever seen in my life. But even in this story, I want us to just
zone in for the last few minutes that we have on these four
friends. Because these four friends possess something that I
believe God calls all of us to have in us despite our titles, despite
our place in life. If you bear the title of Believer, if you bear the
title of Christian, if you bear the title of Follower of Christ, the
great commission is for us all. It’s for us all. It didn’t say, “Okay,
pastor, this is just for you. Evangelists and prophets and
teachers, this is just for you.” No, this is for all of us to go and to
make disciples and to share the good news and to change lives,
and these four friends are what I like to call bringers. They were
winsome, they were outward focused. They’ve realized that their
mission was to go out and to share and declare and explain and
encourage and bring people together. It’s bringing all throughout
the scripture. Jesus said, “Bring the children unto me.”

When there was the great wedding feast at Canaan and
everybody rejected the invitation, He said, “You know what? Go
on to the highways and the hedges and compel them to come.
Bring those folks in.” Paul said, “Bring John and Mark to me for
he is profitable for ministry.” There are all types of bringing and
this is absolutely my favorite part of being a bringer, right here
in Mark 2, because it’s not enough for us to merely belong. It’s
cool to have fellowship and community, and people around us that
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love us, but there are still so many people. There are six and a
half million people in our city. There not enough churches. Of
that six and a half million people, such a small percentage
darkens the doors of a church. As long as that’s still the case,
there is still work to be done, and it’s not enough for us to just
belong.

Jesus desires for us to help bring others to Him. And these men
possess the few characteristics that are defining traits of what it
means to be winsome, defining characteristics of what it means
to be outreached focus. You know, I don’t necessarily get to these
seminars and say, “You know what Jason, how many people have
you led to Jesus this year?” I do kind of challenge myself in that,
but sometimes, I just have to challenge myself and say, “Jason,
how many times do we open up our home to kids in our
neighborhood that I know don’t have fathers at home? How many
times that I go to school to read to my kid’s class? How many
times did I take the time to just sit down and just listen to the
people in my immediate sphere of influence? How many times
did I invite somebody to church? How many times did I invite
somebody to lunch? How many times did I invite some guys to
get together and just talk guys stuff, and just challenge each
other, and pray for one another?” But these guys were bringers.
They took the next step. They weren’t content enough that
they’re friend was dealing with this issue. They were like, “We’ve
got to do something about it.”

Here are a few characteristics that define what a bringer is.
Number one, a bringer is not discouraged by challenge and
circumstances. These bringers didn’t show up to the thing and
say, “Oh man,” they say, “There’s not any more room. I guess we
got to go here and do whatever we’re going to do because we can’t
get in.” They weren’t discouraged by that. I’m sure you’ve heard
this said many, many times before that smooth seas never made
good sailors and that easy life can’t shape or mold your character
like God desires for you to do. I love the way the apostle Paul put
it. He said, “I glory in affliction.” Some people might say, “That’s
crazy talk.” But God perfects us. God refines us. God purges us.
God brings us into a position of humility and utter dependence on
him when we know that challenge and circumstances come into
our lives

Whenever we encounter challenges, it ought to increase the
anticipation in our heart that God is about to do something
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absolutely amazing. Sometimes, when my kid is acting up and
acting a fool, I’m just like, “Jesus, thank you” because I know that
there is something on the other side of this foolery that you’re just
doing something amazing in their life and I get excited. Honestly,
I do and I’m not discouraged by challenges and circumstances and
bringers aren’t discouraged by challenges and circumstances.

Number two, a bringer understands that difficulty ignites
creativity. So, they show up first thing and say, “Hey brother,
how are you doing? The house is full.” I say, “Okay, give us one
second.” They huddle together, “So, what are we going to do?”
The house is full, packed wall to wall, people smashed up against
the door, people smashed up against the windows. You can’t get
anywhere close to this place. But what are we going to do to get
our friend in Jesus’ presence?” The truth is, some of us don’t know
what we can do until we have to do it. Some of us don’t know
what we’re capable of until we are put in situations, until our
money gets tight, until circumstances make us completely
uncomfortable. We don’t know what we can do until we have to
do it.

It shouldn’t come as a surprise to all of us that creativity comes
from the Creator. Creativity comes from the Creator. I love in
John 6, one of my favorite passages of all time because when my
wife and I walked through the toughest season of life that we’ve
ever walked through five years ago, our foundation of verse that
we’ve stood on is John 6:12.

00:20:02

After the miracle of 5,000, Jesus comes around and He says, “Pick
up the pieces that remain. Let nothing be wasted.” So, if
difficulty ignites creativity, Jesus makes His statement. He says,
pick up the pieces that remain, don’t let anything be wasted. So,
He’s like, we got all this bread left, I don’t care watch out, you all
go make croutons, young made bread pudding, you all make
dressing, you can go feed ducks and feed my fowl, for all I care.
But don’t allow what has happened to you to define you because
there’s so much more to life. Difficulty ignites creativity

Number three, a bringer is willing to take risks that others won’t.
Bringers are willing to take risks. They don’t care about the fear
of failure. They don’t care about rejection. They don’t care about
the opinions of people. Bringers are the type of people that are
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more committed to be an obedient to what God leads them to do
more so than caring about the opinions of people. So, we’ve got to
be people who are willing to be risk takers. These Jews tore up
somebody’s roof. Can you imagine for years, the house in that
neighborhood is just clearly define, there’s a place marker and
say, “This is the spot where it happened,” because of the craziness
of four Jews who are willing and desired more than anything for
their friend to be in Jesus’ presence. They weren’t scared.

One of my favorite movie of all time, “Coming to America” when
Eddie Murphy as a Prince who came, he’s to figure it out what’s
going on with Liza, how they go move forward. He’s on a subway
trying to process all of this, and there’s a lady just sitting there,
quiet and the man says who he says, “So what do you think?” And
the lady looks at him, “He says, “Go on honey take a chance,” and
her New York accent. Bringers are people who just have that
mindset they are like, “Let’s give it a try, let’s shoot, let’s go for
it.” So, we have to be risk takers. The final thing is that a bringer
realizes that their faith. Somebody say, “Their faith has the
power and the potential to bring salvation and freedom to others.”

Notice in the text, it says that Jesus saw their faith, Verse 5, when
Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, you’re sins
are forgiven.” With anything, the paralytic might not want to be
there for all we know, but Jesus responded to the faith of his
friends. When Jesus saw their faith he said to the paralytic, “Son,
your sins are forgiven.” We never know. I know I’m the man I
am today because of the prayers of my grandmother, and my
mother, and my wife, and my grandfather, and my father and my
brothers, and other people that do lied for me. We never know
the freedom and the liberty that people are depending on with us.
So, that’s not something we can take lightly. We can’t, you know,
somebody say, “Will you pray for me?” I’ve got it inhabit and the
rhythm over the years. I used to be like, “Yeah, I got you.” And
life happens and it falls off you to do listen off your mind.

So, people say, “Will you pray for me?” Absolutely, let’s pray right
now, so I don’t have to worry about forget it later. But we never
know how our faith can give freedom and salvation to other
people. I just say this to say, “As we learn about our roles, I just
want us to know that Jesus will use all of our roles to fulfill so
many blesses in so many lives.” Husbands and wives, sons and
daughters, mothers and fathers, you name it, entrepreneurs,
activists, thought leaders, everything in between, all of us have a
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role to play. One of the biggest roles that we can play is as
bringers, it’s being to win some people, it’s being people willing to
have difficult conversations. Being people who are willing to
embrace people who aren’t love and care for, being willing to show
compassion towards people who are often overlooked and
undeserved.

I just pray that God’s word will just penetrate all of our hearts
tonight and just want to pray that we will all growing our roles,
all of our roles, every role that you play in your life whether you
realized it or not, you’re playing a role. Jesus, we just want to say
thank you. We thank you so much for your goodness towards us.
God, I thank you for your faithfulness and your kindness. I thank
you for your love and your compassion. I thank you for your
patience God. I thank you for your faithfulness towards us. God,
I thank you for saving us in a difficult times and loving us still.

God, I just pray that you would just ignite a fire in our heart that
would help us to realize that you’re calling us to more, that you’re
calling us higher, that you’re calling us deeper, that you’re calling
us closely to yourself God. We never wanted to overlook that. We
never want to just give up God because you never gave up on us.
And so, God, tonight I just thank you for helping to clarify our
vantage points. God, I thank you for peeling back some layers
that may have been built up over time and over years. God, I
thank you for moving pass our hurts and our hang-ups and
helping us to move closer towards you, God. I pray that we would
all be challenged, that is our mission to help every person that we
encounter to take one step closer to you.

God, tonight, I thank you for the men and women in this place. I
thank you for their spheres of influence.

00:25:02

I thank you for their neighborhoods. I thank you for their communities. I thank you
for their co-workers. I thank you for their friend group God and I
just ask that you would stir them even more to be used by you in
ways that they could never asked, think or even imagined. God,
I thank you for placing just a Godly burden for your people on us.
For the millions of people here in our city who don’t even have a
heart to spend any real time with you. I pray that you would
cause divine appointments to happen that you will give us bone
as to step in the conversations that we haven’t had before now.
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God, I’m just so thankful that you count as worthy to play a small
role in your great story. God, we love you with all of our heart,
our mind, our soul and our strength and we asked that you would
use us for your glory and say in Jesus name I pray, and every
heart agreement, let’s say “Amen , Amen, and Amen.”

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This was the
message titled, “Know Your Role” by Jason Thomas. This
message is number 6501, that’s 6501. To listen to over a thousand
free messages or to send this message number 6501 to a friend,
go to brothersoftheword.com.

Male: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to
help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com, that’s
iwanttogive.com.

Female: Listen to brothersoftheWord.com often because brother, you need
the word.

(Music Playing)

00:26:42


