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James Brown: We don’t need to forget what God has done in our lives.

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This is the message
titled “So You Stayed” by James Brown. This message is number
6503. That’s 6503. Listen to over a thousand free messages on
brothersoftheword.com.

(Music Playing)

Female: And now for 6503 “So You Stayed.”

James Brown: Praise God! Come on, somebody bless the Lord right now. Come
on, let’s give God some praise. Hallelujah! Is anybody glad to
serve a loving father, an awesome God? Hallelujah! I don’t know
about you, but he has been good to me. He has been better to me,
not being myself. Amen. Glory to God! Glory to God! Amen.
Amen. Thank you so much. Be seated in the presence of the Lord.
We’re going to get started and I’m just excited with what the Lord
has placed in my spirit as always. I thank Pastor C. Elijah for
inviting me. I thank Pastor Nathaniel, Pastor James for being so
gracious and just opening the doors and I love coming to the Ark.
I love coming to the Ark. This is my home away from home. It
really is. It really is.

We’re going to get started with the word. Let’s say a word of
prayer. Father God, thank you so much for everything that you
have done even through the course of this day, Father. Lord, just
to get us to this point, Lord Jesus, we’re grateful. Father, you
didn’t allow us to experience any accidents. No incidents. Father
God, you brought us here and we’re grateful. So Lord, as we have
assembled in your house, oh God, we thank you that you’re going
to speak a word to impact us. The Lord God, we’re going to see a
side of you Father that we may have never seen before. Some of
us may have seen it before, but needs to be reminded of. But
Father God, we thank you that your word as it goes forth, we will
be blessed and in the end, we’re going to give you all the glory, the
honor, and the praise. And it is in Jesus name that we pray.
Everybody say Amen. Amen. Amen. Praise the Lord. Praise the
Lord.

If you have your Bible, if you would open up to the Book of Luke,
Luke Chapter 15, beginning at Verse 25. Luke 1 and 25 and if
you’re there, say “Amen”. Amen. Amen. It sound like some
people still turn. While you’re turning, I’m going to go ahead and
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start reading. Luke 15:25. The word of God says: “Now, his elder
son was in the field and as he came and drew nigh to their house,
he heard music and dancing and he called one of the servants and
asked what these things meant. And he said unto him, ‘Thy
brother is come and thy father has killed the fatted calf because
he hath received him safe and sound’ and he was angry and would
not go in. Therefore, came his father out and entreated him and
he answering said to his father, “Lo, these many years do I serve
thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy commandment: and
yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with my
friends. But as soon as this thy son was come, which hath
devoured thy living with harlots, thou hast killed for him the
fatted calf. And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and
all that I have is thine. It was meet that we should make merry,
and be glad: for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again; and
was lost, and is found.”

We’re going to speak for a few moments from the subject “So You
Stayed”, “So You Stayed. Let me say it another way. So, you
stayed? So you stayed. So you stayed. Here, this is a part of the
prodigal son story. Now, most of us are very familiar with the
first part of the story. Amen. The younger son went to the father
and said, “Listen, I want all that belongs to me” and so then, he
got his inheritance, went out in a far country, spent it all in a
riotous living according to the King James Version, and then after
he spent everything, then came a famine, he was hungry, had to
go work for a man in the far land, send out in the pig pen. In the
pig pen, fighting for husk, but the pigs fought harder than he did.

00:05:02

So, he had nothing to eat and here it is, he is sitting there hungry
in the pig pen and he said, “You know what? I can go home
because my servants in daddy’s house, they eat better than what
I’m doing right now. They got stuff in the Frigidaire, they got
stuff in the pantry and I’m sitting here fighting these pigs.” So
therefore, he went home and he said, “You know, when I get there,
he was walking and trying to figure out what he’s going to say. I
must let him know. “Father, I’m no longer worthy to be thy son,
but if you would just take me as one of your hired servants and
just give me a little room in the back where I can have a Frigidaire
and pantry too.”
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And when he got home, his father saw him and he ran and fell on
his neck and kissed him and he began saying all the whole
soliloquy that he just practiced. And his father, blah, blah, blah,
father, he’s such a mouth boy. Go get him a ring. Go get the robe
and bring some sandals and somebody will get that fatted calf
because we’re about to have a party.

So now, all of this is going on, the eldest son goes back. He’s back
out there working, tending to the field, doing everything he needs
to do, making sure they brought everything that they needed to
bring in. As they did that, he goes up, sweaty, stinking from a
hard day’s work, he can smell himself, but he’s looking and
hearing all this music. As he hears the music, he goes to the
servant and says, “Hey listen, what’s going on in there?” He said,
“Look, your brother, he’s come back and your father, he’s thrown
a party. He’s killed the fatted calf.” In at this point, the elder
brother gives them a head. He’s upset. He’s irate. He’s like,
“Wait a minute. Let me get this straight. I’m back here doing all
this work. I’m back here attending to everything that he wants
to attend to and he’s going to throw him a party? I got to go in
there, no I’m not going to say that, I’m not going to say. So then
he sits down, just sits down on a stooped, brooding, angry, mad.

So that daddy’s in there, the music is going and all the stuff is
happening and then the family is coming in, the servants,
everyone is celebrating because they thought the boy was dead,
but here he is, he made it through, God brought him back home,
so they’re celebrating. He’s like, “Yeah, this is my son and there
are servants in those quarters-- wait a minute, where is
Jumbo(ph), where junior at? What’s going on? So then he says -
- oh my Lord, I just said, who in the world is Jumbo(ph)? That’s
junior. So, from my northern western, brothers and sisters.

So therefore, the father comes out. The Bible says he entreated.
He goes out and he says, “Son, didn’t you hear? Your brother’s
home! He’s back! He got the fatted calf. Oh, it’s great, man. Why
don’t you come on in? Come on in and have fun.” And so he sits
there, “I ain’t going nowhere.” “So, what’s the problem, son?
What’s the problem?” And that’s where it gets interesting. So
when he says, “What’s the problem?” Then that brings us to Verse
29. He says, “And he answering said to his father, Lo, these many
years do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy
commandment and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might
make merry with my friends. But as soon as this thy son was
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come, which hath devoured thy living with harlots, thou hast
killed for him the fatted calf.”

But here it is this elder brother, just kind of take a picture, a view
into his thinking why he’s thinking this way, why he’s feeling this
way. He sat and looked at all the things that he had done. “I’ve
been faithful. I’d done everything that was asked of me. I got up
early and worked late. I made sure that everything that was
under your care was taken care of. I made sure that the servants
were watched over. I did everything that a responsible son is
supposed to do. I did all these things and then this is how you
treat me? I did all the stuff and you’re going to do this for him
and not for me.”

So then, we have to look at this a little deeper because what
intrigues me is the fact that how the son has something I like to
call the perfection complex. The reason why he has the perfection
complex because are we actually to believe that he never made a
mistake? He never did anything that the father wasn’t pleased
with? He never did anything that the father did not have to
correct, did not have to adjust? That the father had never had to
show mercy or grace to him, but yet, according to him.

00:10:06

I’d never did anything against your commandment. I’d been
perfect, absolutely perfect and this brother noticed the judgment.
He is so -- he puts himself in such a position that he judges his
brother. He looks at him and says, “No, he’s been out there, he
did all that stuff, he’s throwing away your money, he is the all of
that” and not only has thrown away your money but then he did
it with harlots. No I don’t see that anywhere in the text. He said
he’s spin his money on riotous living, but riotous living could have
been just, well he walk into the bar, he said, “Everything is on
me." We don’t know what the riotous living was.

But yet, he attributed it to the worst thing it could possibly be.
And because of that, he has seeing that way, his eyes that’s the
way he was. You wonder why? Because I believe there was
something else that was more seeded in this relationship. He
looked at the imperfections of his brother, you looked at the time
that when he was growing up and was doing things in his brother,
he tried to give "Come on, do this. Come on get that. Pick that
side. You cut that in, I cut this in.” He wanted him to cut the
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whole thing. So, he’s looking at about all these things. He’s been
holding this for a while. If that noticed when he left who was not
there? The elder brother.

The elder brother wasn’t there, “No, brother come on. Listen it’s
going to be okay. we’re going to be able to make this something
greater that’s for us man. Don’t do that.” No, no, no, he was glad
to see him go. He was glad to see him go. And so, now that he’s
back horning in all his territory. Now he’s got a problem. And
he’s like, “Wait a minute, this is not right. It’s not fair. I’ve been
doing all I, I ,I.”

So here, it is not worthy to make this account. The one thing we
can say about this elder brother, he wasn’t as disobedience as his
younger brother, okay. So, he wasn’t as disobedience as his
younger brother. We can give him that. We can give him
accordance to the scripture. But it brings us to something we
need to keep mind as believers.

It’s important to remember this principle this to unknown author.
It says, “Good men need to pay attention to their pride which is a
corruption that rises out of the ashes of other corruptions.” Good
men needs to pay attention to their pride. You need to notice your
pride. Remember, it’s a corruption that comes out of other
corruptions. Remember this, it doesn’t matter as much as when
we’ve been in the church for little while, we’ve been in church for
a little while, we say, sanctify, feel with the holy ghost. We got
this, we come hallelujah (00:12:46) and we walk through the door.
We stand on the door. Come on in brother and sister. Come on in,
come on praise the lord everybody.

But we go back a few years that wasn’t the door you were
holding and that wasn’t the institution you are holding it too. But
yet God has done some things. You’ve had an impacting
emotional experience with the king of kings and the lord of lords.
And he brought change to your life and that change brought you
to a place of making a decision and that decision brought you to
his house. So, as you’re in his house, you don’t need to forget
about the other house as you used to be in?

We don’t need to forget what God has done in our lives. So, when
he see him moving, we see him moving in our older brothers and
sisters’ lives, we won’t look down upon them. But yet, the same
grace, the same patience, the same compassion that was afforded
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us, we could turn around and afford to them, because this is what
our elder brother here missed. He misunderstanding the times
when daddy got it right or daddy help him get it right, daddy
helps bring correction so that he could actually turn around and
do the same for his younger brother, but he missed that.

And then it gets really interesting because at the second half of
the last part of Verse 29 he says "And yet thou never gavest me a
kid, that I might make merry with my friends." Now, he gets
(00:14:20). He comes in and he says "Look where is (00:14:25).
Come on let me friends, man.”

So here it is, he say and, "Look, I’m not even asking for a fatted
calf” one of the most expensive meals at that time. I’m not asking
for that. Give me a little go. You know, look Curry make jerk.
Just give that to me and let my friends and I have fun. But when
you look at the scripture, nothing says that they jumped in a car
Porsche 911 or back in the (00:14:58), drove in the town

00:15:00

And here it is, they "Look, jump in the car, we going to have a
party." He didn’t say any of that. It was friends and family who
has right there celebrating the fact that the son was brought back
home, but yet here he equated it to something more carnal,
something more fleshly but that’s not what happen at all. It was
simply that the father was celebrating the fact that the son was
brought back.

And now, we come to the most important part of this passage.
This is even more important, I believe than the part that we
mostly celebrate which is when the son comes back and the father
runs and falls on his knee. We talked about that, the ring, the
robe, the sandals. But watch what happens here in Verses 31 and
32. This is the father speaking, “And he said unto him, Son, thou
art ever with me, and all that I have is thine. It was meet that
we should make merry, and be glad: for this thy brother was dead,
and is alive again; and was lost, and is found.” Here it is father
looks at the son. He says listen, “Understand this, I want you to
understand this. I’m always with you, regardless of what you go
through." What is he saying? He saying, “Listen, that is a
perpetual blessing that you have. Why? Because you stay.”
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Oh my God, you got to get that a second, because you stayed,
because you trusted me, because you had enough faith to believe
that there is something greater, that is for you and because you
trusted that there is something more that you have. There’s a
perpetual. Listen, somebody if you understand what perpetual
means, it means continues, it means it’s not stopping, never
breaking, always continuous, that’s what you have the blessing
that is in your life, I’m always with you.

I don’t care what you go through, I don’t care what you do,
what you missed it, what you dropped, I’m always going to be
there with you. You are mine and I am yours. Here he want him
to know that I don’t care what it is you’ve done because let’s talk
about your brother for a minute, this is about us. Because I want
you to realize that this relationship a covenant that we have
entered into and I am always going to honor that covenant. Here,
he look (00:17:30) disrespect that his son had giving him talking
about this that son spend all that living.

Listen, this was a wise man. He wasn’t just looking at the
fact that he had two sons but he had two sons, he had a wife, he
had a house, he has service, he had land, he had property, he had
cattle, chickens, all kind of stuffs and all the stuff needs to be care
for. So, he made sure, he look at and said, “This is what belongs
to you.” He took the heritage, he divided it in three parts, he gave
them his part. The prodigal he gave him his part and the eldest
son he held onto that part stay and reserved continue to accrue
interest, continue to appreciate, it continues to gain value. So,
even while he spent what was going, still was worth more money,
still right there. He understood.

Listen, I cannot just take care of them, I got to take of
everything that’s connected to me. He said, “I understand my
role, I understand my position, but I’m still a father.” I’m going to
make sure to show love until death which God has given me but
I’m going to take care of also that when she’s entrusted in my
care. Oh dear, this arrogant (00:18:38) self-righteous elder son,
who talk about his daddy like that, but daddy didn’t even worry
about it. Notice, he didn’t bring it up. But then he said this,
“Even though we know that his inheritance was still taking care
of” it was still there but then he set this, this should have really
shaken him up, “All that I have is thine.”
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The Bible says when we talk about our father, he has cattle on a
thousand hills, you can’t even calculate that. Here, the father
said, “Everything that I have, everything that has continued to
grow, everything has continue to earn, it belongs to you too.”
Why? Because you stayed, because you stayed. You stay
connected, you stayed in relationship even with the wrong
attitude sometimes, even though I forgave you for, you didn’t even
know what I’m forgiving you for but yet I did it. So that you could
be in relationship and in covenant so you can still get what
belongs to you, all of this is, is what the father have done for him.

And then we get to the part -- we get ready to close, “For this thy
brother was dead”, this thy brother was dead and is alive again,
and was lost and is found this thy brother. Remember, he
approach him and saying, “This thy son.” This thy son did all this.
That’s your son right there.

00:20:03

Parents, you know how we get -- when they do certain things and
they messed up the kitchen, you go down and you look, “That’s
your son right there. That’s your daughter. That’s your girl right
there. That’s yours.” He is “The Son”. This “The Son” did all of
this. But notice what the Father did. He said, “And thy brother.”
He wanted to have you know it and understand that you're still
in relationship with him, this is still your blood, this is still your
family, this is someone you’re still connected to, because what the
enemy will always try to do is to come and divide. Who come in
and try to divide us and separate us and you cannot receive the
blessing divided. The blessing comes upon one. When the people
are one, the blessing is commanded. But yet if they’re divided,
there cannot be a blessing that’s poured out. So he said, “Listen,
I need to bring you to a place of oneness, to a place of promise, to
a place where you have been ordained for.” And he said, “Look
you got to understand this”. Everybody wants their own but he
said, “There’s something greater than you. There’s something
greater than you.” You’re meant to understand that you and your
brother are meant to be one, united.

Look, I know you’re sitting there, you’re upset with him, you’re
divided with him, you’re angry. But see there’s one thing for sure,
you never pray for somebody that you’re disconnected from. You
won’t lift up somebody that you’re disconnected from. We grow
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closer to whom we pray, for whom we pray, and with whom we
pray.

So therefore, if I understand that, then that means when I feel
like I want to walk out on a joke, when I feel like I don’t want to
see him anymore, when I feel like I don’t want to hear his voice
anymore, then I need to draw closer to him even more, because
that’s a blessing that’s being released. And we have to remember
that, we have to remember that here it is, this brother got to a
place where he understood or listen and heard what the Father
was saying. He very quickly -- it’s very interesting because here,
this is a parable that Jesus gives us, the last parable of a series of
recovering that was lost.

First, it was the Lost Sheep, then it was the Lost Coin, now it was
the Lost Son. But he culminates not by just taking about the Lost
Son, but bringing together a lost relationship of brothers, The
Last Adam. The first Adam, had a brokenness between his son
Cain and Abel to which Cain destroyed, killed Abel. And during
this time when the Father was speaking to him, the Father from
heaven, the Heavenly Father was speaking to him, the Earthly
Father Adam was nowhere to be found.

But yet in this parable, Jesus made sure to show that the Father
is always there, that the Father is there to bring restoration, to
bring restitution, to build a relationship, because one can’t put a
thousand but to ten thousand. And if these two brothers can come
together and unite, then they’ll build a family, they’ll build legacy
and they will build kingdom. And that’s what is about. The
brothers must come together so that there can be one blessing.
Halleluiah! Glory to God. Glory to God.

So I want to pray this final prayer if you will with me. Bow your
heads. Father, in the name of Jesus Lord, I lift up all my brothers
and sisters. Oh Father God, those even who are listening through
any other medium Father God. I pray that this word has
impacted them but even more importantly I pray that their hearts
had been sensitized to the things that you are awakening in their
consciousness God where they have drawn a way from their
brothers or their sisters, where there is a ought between brothers
and sisters. Father God, I pray Lord God, that there will be
compassion that now fills their heart God. That Lord God they
will be drawn together instead of torn apart. Where they would
realize that there was a great promise, there was great blessing
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when they simply come together. Lord God, let them see you in
the midst. Let them not be able to push one another away but yet
be able to pull each other together. Let forgiveness reign within
that relationship, oh God, where broken hearts will be mended
and healed, Oh Lord God, and the promises that you have already
spoken shall be released. Father we thank you, we thank you for
healing relationships. We thank you for restoring purpose. And
we thank you for manifesting your Kingdom in Jesus name,
Amen.

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This was the
message titled, “So you Stayed”, by James Brown. This message
is number 6503, that’s 6-5-0-3. To listen to over a thousand free
messages or to send this message number 6503 to a friend, go to
brothersoftheword.com.

Male: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to
help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com, that’s
iwanttogive.com.

Female: Listen to brothersoftheword.com often, because brother you need
the word.

(Music Playing: 00:25:02 - End)


