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Nathan Durham: God will sometime allow us to go through adversity, but yet, God
will continue to provide.

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This is the message
titled, “Am I Headed In The Right Direction”, by Nathan Durham.
This message is number 6509. That’s 6509. Listen to over a
thousand free messages on brothersoftheword.com.

(Music Playing: 00:00:22 - 00:00:51)

And now for 6509, “Am I headed In The Right Direction.”

Nathan Durham: Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because brother, you need the
word. Amen.

Tonight, we will be coming from the Book of Jonah. The Book of
Jonah tonight, Chapter 1 Verses 1 through 3. Jonah Chapter 1
Verses 1 through 3. For the benefit of brevity and the sakes of
our subject, I just want to look at those three verses. You find
these words, “The word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai:
‘Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its
wickedness has come up before me.’ But Jonah ran away from
the Lord and headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where
he found a ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, he
went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the Lord.

Tonight, for a subject, I want to talk about, “Am I Headed In The
Right Direction.” Am I Headed In The Right Direction.

Some years ago, my wife and I took a memorable trip from
Georgia to Washington D.C. It is what we will always refer to as
when a road trip goes bad. What should have taken maybe nine
to ten hours turned around and taken us some fifteen hours all
because of a few bad turns. And, perhaps, because I fail to listen
to the wise counsel of my wife, it delayed our destination.

Well, a whole lot of times our destinies are delayed and denied
because of bad turn and our failure to listen to wise counsel. And
we have to ask ourselves, “Am I headed in the right direction?”
Well, how do we know if we’re headed in the right direction? In
every area of our lives, how do we know? How do we gauge? Are
there any indicators to whether or not we’re headed in the right
direction?
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When it comes to our ministry, am I headed in the right direction?
When it comes to our marriage, am I headed in the right
direction? When it comes to management, entrepreneurship, am
I headed in the right direction? When it comes to matriculating,
when it comes to education, am I headed in the right direction?

Well, never get directions from your flesh because Proverbs 14
and 12 explicates, “There is a way that seemeth right to a man;
but it always leads to death.” Well, how do you know if you’re
headed in the right direction? Do you gauge it by materialistics?
No, you cannot tell by your cash, your cars, nor your cribs. Well,
how can I know if I’m headed in the right direction?

Well, let me pause parenthetically to tell you, sometime, God has
to give us a divine detour. Sometime, God sees things that we
can’t see. And in an effort to get us to our destiny, God has to give
us a divine detour. I know we don’t like it because it’s not what
we are accustomed to, it’s not the route that we are used to take,
but God still sometime has to give us a divine detour.

It is a quote that says, “If you’re headed in the wrong direction, if
you never make a change, you would definitely end up where
you’re headed.” In other words, brothers and sisters, that God
sometimes sees where we’re headed and he has to give us an
alternative route to make sure we end up where we’re supposed
to end up.

00:05:07

God is getting ready to take somebody on a detour because the
route we’re on now is not the right route. There has to be another
way.

When you look at the fact that you continue to live from one check
to another check, it’s good news that there has to be another way.
When you continue to hook up and connect with the wrong people,
maybe you’re saying, “There has to be another way.” Well, how
do you know if you’re headed in the right direction?

I’m trusting tonight that God is going to give us a GPS, some type
of indicator, some type of gauge that we may be able to tell if we’re
headed in the right direction.
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Jonah, a short book in the Bible, only consisting four chapters.
It’s an interesting book. Jonah is a name that is given to this
prophet in the norther kingdom of Israel about 8 BCE. He’s a
central figure and character of the Book of Jonah and I believe
tonight, when we read the Book of Jonah, Jonah would be able to
share with us whether or not we’re headed in the right direction.
It is interesting because in Chapter 1 of Jonah, Jonah is running
from God. But in Chapter 2 of Jonah, Jonah is running to God.
But in Chapter 3 of Jonah, Jonah is running with God. In
Chapter 4 of Jonah, Jonah wants to run ahead of God. And I
believe that Jonah, if he had time tonight, he will be able to share
with us how to be able to distinguish if you’re going in the right
direction.

How do we know? Number one, do you have permission? Do you
have permission? God’s permission system, do you have
permission? God tells Jonah, “I want you to go to Nineveh.” The
text says, “But Jonah.” Understand that when man says “but” to
God, it differs from when God says “but” to man. When man says
“but” to God, we’re getting ready to do something our way. But
when God says “but” to man, He is getting to have mercy and bless
us.

“I would love my enemy, but they don’t love me. I would pay my
tithes, but I’ll give God next week. I would go to church, but the
Falcons are playing.” But look at when God says “but” to man.
“They don’t pay their tithes, but I’m going to still allow them to
go to work Monday morning. They didn’t go to church, but I’m
going to still wake them up this morning.” I love it when God says
“but” to us.

Some of my favorite verses in the Bible has “but” in it. “But my
God shall supply whatever you need according to His riches and
glory through Christ Jesus.” “But as it is written, the eyes have
not seen, ear have not heard, neither has it entered into the
hearts of men the things that God has in store.” I love God’s but.
“Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning.”

Jonah says “but” and he goes the opposite direction. The first
thing, number one, do you have permission? Understand. Even
David, whenever David got ready to do, he wanted God’s
permission. In 1st Samuel Chapter 30, before he took on the
Amalekites, he asked and inquired of the Lord because he wanted
God’s permission. In 2nd Samuel Chapter 5, before he took on
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the Philistines, he inquired of the Lord because he wanted God’s
permission. Hear me now. Understand. You may have the
potential, but the potential to do something without the
permission will lead to chaos.

In other words, you can have the ability to do something, but if
you don’t have the anointing, then you will not be successful.
David wanted God’s permission. Jonah did not have God’s
permission to go to Nineveh. Number one, do I have God’s
permission? Number two, do I have God’s provisions, God’s
provisional system? Do I have God’s provision?

The text says instead of going to Nineveh, Jonah paid a fare and
went to Tarshish.

00:10:02

Its interesting God told him to go one way and he was willing to
pay his fair to go another way. Let me pause and tell you,
whenever we failed to do what God say do, we will always have to
pay something. We have to ask ourselves. Do I have God’s
provisions in this? What I love about God is, God will sometime
allow us to go through adversity, but yet, God will continue to
provide.

How many of you know that God has made a way? You lost your
job, you got laid off, but you weigh more than you ever weighed to
your life because God continues to make a way. He will provide.
Come here Joseph, if you wind up in the pit, you know God will
provide. If you have to go the (00:10:51), still make you the head
and not the tail. He will still provide. If you have to wind up in
prison, he will still make you a trustee. You’re running to a
butcher and a baker. You do know a butcher will upon up doors
for you and a baker will bring you bread. No matter what you go
through, God will always provide. He is a provider. Do you have
His provisions?

What I love about God is, He is a provisional God. He continues
to make a way. He has a track record of making ways. Somebody
here tonight can say, “I don’t even have to read Exodus and no
here will make a way.” I can read my own life and I’m able to tell
you he made a way. When I get through trouble, He made a way.
When I couldn’t see my own way, He made a way. When I thought
about giving up, He made a way. When I wanted to go in



www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/6509.mp3

(00:11:48), He still made a way. Is there anybody here who know
God will make a way? Will you just touch somebody and tell him,
“He will make a way”? Do you have His provisions?

Number one, do you have God’s permission? Number two, do you
have God’s provisions? Number three, do you have God’s peace,
God’s peaceful system? Do you have God’s peace? Jonah gets on
ship. He’s on a ship and he thinks that he is running from God.
How can you run from someone who’s always bumping into
himself? He thinks that he is getting away. But how many of you
know your decisions will follow you? He gets on a ship and while
on this ship, the Bible said, “God allow a storm to come.” A storm
came. Jonah was on a ship and God allow a storm to come
through. He’s in a storm.

Let me pause and tell you that some storms come because of
testing. Some storms come because of perfecting. Then, some
storms are a result of correcting. Testing job. Perfecting the
disciples on a sea. But correcting Jonah, you want to do it your
way. God has psalms that are for correcting.

Understand. Some storms are self-imposed. Jonah is a cause of
the storm and he’s on a ship. Touch your neighbor and tell him,
“He’s on a ship.” There were some other people aboard the ship.
They’re in the same storm, but they are not the cause of the storm.
I think I have to tell you that whenever we make bad decisions, it
not only affects us, but it affects everyone who’s aboard on your
ship and that’s why sometimes storm become your relationship,
sometimes storm become in church membership, sometimes
storm become in wet ship. Innocent people can also be affected
by the choices that we make.

He is on the ship, a storm raging, and Jonah is asleep. Isn’t that
how people do that causes storms in your life? They cause a storm
in your life and they go home and they are asleep. Somebody
made you mad, cut out in front of your own eye (00:14:37) and got
you all agitated and you’re mad the rest of your evening. But
while you’re mad, they’re at home asleep. Friends betray you,
turn their backs on you, it hurts you and break your heart and
you toss and turn all night long, but guess where they are. I’m
glad you asked. They’re at home asleep.
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Jonah is the reason of the storm and he is asleep, and everyone is
calling on their God and, apparently, somebody go to Jonah and
said, “Wake up sleeper!”

00:15:05

“Who are you?” He says, “I’m a Hebrew. I hear them saying I’m
a preacher. I’m supposed to go one way and I went another way
and they cast lost. They fell on Jonah.” And Jonah said, “I tell
you what. If you want the storm to stop, throw me overboard.”
And the Bible said they threw Jonah overboard. They didn’t want
to do it, but they threw him overboard, but storms will follow you.
Not only will storms follow you, but God will have some things to
swallow you.

The Bible said that God prepared a great fish to pick up Jonah.
And I know some theologists who want to argue and say, “No, it
wasn’t a fish. It was a whale.” Well, I believe God is awesome
enough to prepare a great fish. The Bible says it’s a great fish. I
don’t have time to argue if it was a tilapia or ocean perch, a
snapper, a catfish, but it was a fish. God prepared a fish to pick
Jonah up. Understand that God is not only a God of blessings,
but He is also a God of wrath.

God created men to be fishers of men, men are supposed to catch
fish, but God is so agitated that He allows a fish to catch a man.
Jonah is in the belly of the fish. Seaweed is in his hair and he
recognize from the belly of the fish that, “I am in a place that I
put myself.” And he asked God, “God, please give me another
opportunity.”

I wonder. Have you ever asked God for another opportunity? I
know some people say, “He is a God of a second chance.” But can
I be honest? I missed my second chance up years ago and I’m just
glad He is a God of another chance. Is there anybody here tonight
can testify that He is a God of another chance? You’ve been
missed your second chance up. As a matter of fact, you’re on your
250,000th chance. He’s a God of another chance.

See? That’s why I shout like I do because I know that I haven’t
always been where I am now. I know that I’m at the communion
table, but I remember when I was at the gambling table. I know
I drink a million juice, but I remember when I drunk gin and juice.
I know I’m the son of the earth, but I remember when I used to
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wash them, shake it like a saltshaker. Is there anybody here
tonight know He is a God of another chance? I dare you to high
five somebody and tell him, “He gave me another chance.” That’s
why I praise Him like I do. That’s why I give Him glory like I do.
That’s why I can’t keep my pit(ph) because He is a God of another
chance.

I wonder. Have you ever asked God, “God give me another
chance”? “If you just give me another chance, Lord, I’ll go to
church like I’m supposed too.” “If you give another chance God, I
won’t do it anymore.” “God, if you let this test result come back
right and if I don’t have HIV, I never fornicate again.” Asking
God for another chance. But what I love about it? He will give
you another chance.

Jonah was in the belly of a fish. Seaweed is in his hair.
Understand that seaweed is how fish digest things. He realized
he was getting ready to be digested and then asked God. He cried
from the belly of a fish. I wonder. Have you ever cried from the
belly of your fish? And God touched the fish. The fish spit Jonah
out and Jonah, here it is. Jonah now, here is God and God said,
“Jonah, on the second time, I want to ask you. Will you go to
Nineveh, go to the Nineveh?” And the Bible says that what
should’ve been a three-day journey, Jonah got there in only one
day.

I hear Jonah said, “No, I haven’t got time to pack. I got to get
there now.” I hear Jonah said, “I haven’t got time to tell people
by. I got to get there now.” “I haven’t got time to check on my
homeboys and my homegirls. I got to get there now.” Is there
anybody know that there are time God will give you another
chance and you’re better than what you are the first time because
God gave you another chance? Jonah said, “I got to get there
now.” All because he didn’t have permission, he didn’t have
provisions, and he didn’t have peace, but God gave him another
chance to get on a right track.

Let me tell you something. Marriages don’t just end up in divorce
court. Somewhere that marriage was headed in the wrong
direction. See? I tell people marriage is just like a vehicle, just
like an automobile, just like an automobile. Marriage is designed
to help you get to your destiny. Just like an automobile, you want
the best performance out of your marriage, but whatever you get
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out of it is only indicative to what you’re putting into it. Just like
an automobile.

00:20:00

Never take your marriage to a shadetree mechanic. Just like an
automobile, never allow anybody to drive your marriage that
don’t have a marriage license themselves. You got to take care of
what God has given you. And remember these indicators, do I
have permission, do I have provision, and do I have peace? And I
don’t know who this if for, but I just want to pray over this
building because if truth bestow, all of us have taken the wrong
route. But we serve a God who is so merciful. He will give us
another chance. Just stand right where you are. I just want to
pray over this place.

At times, I wish God would allow us to preach messages that
we’ve experienced firsthand. I want to declare and decree that
your children, whatever bad decision they have made lately, God
is going to right that thing for you. Your household, those
children you’ve been praying for, I just believe that somebody here
tonight, you’ve been praying for somebody in your family to
comment to the knowledge of Christ. I believe somebody’s
children, they will be set free.

I pray upon every marriage what God has joined together. Let no
man put asunder, Oh Jesus. Lord, I pray upon ministries. I pray
upon the ministry that’s (00:21:18). I pray upon somebody’s
purpose God. I pray somebody will walk into that purpose. I pray
that somebody will realize, God, that they can’t shake it, can’t get
around, and cannot manipulate the call that is on their life.
Touch right now.

Oh Lord, this place -- just bow your heads. We ask Father God,
in Jesus’ name, Lord we love you tonight. We bless your name.
You are God. You’re holy. You’re sovereign. Lord, in Jesus’
name, I ask your blessings upon each and every one under the
sound of my voice. I pray upon every purpose, every calling. I
pray in Jesus’ name, God, that you touch somebody’s heart,
somebody’s mind. I pray that somebody, God, will feel a sense of
urgency to be about your (00:22:02). Thank you, Master.

I pray upon, God, that person, God, who is dealing with
depression will come against depression, anxiety, God. Thank
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you, Jesus. Let the mind that was in your son, Jesus, be also in
us. Thank you, Master. I pray upon, God, that person, God, who
is dealing with financial hardship will realize, God, that the cattle
on a thousand hills belong to you. The earth is yours. The
(00:22:26) thereof David dwelled therein. Touch God. We need
you.

I pray upon parents and single parents, God. That single parent
that is struggling to make and to meet our prayer. Touch them
right now. You’re not a God that you shall lie nor to son of man
that you should repent. Touch, Oh God.

I pray upon each and everyone here, God, and I pray, God, in
Jesus’ name that we will begin to praise you and glorify you and
thank you in advance. We thank you for what it is you’re getting
ready to do, God. We thank you for the doors that you’re opening
right now, God. Thank you, Master. Thank you, God.

Lord, I pray upon our pastors, continue, God, to be with them. We
bless your name for them. We thank you for how they pour out
and how they lead us. We thank you for how they watch over our
souls. Continue to be with them. Continue to increase their
territories. Continue to enlarge their coasts. We pray upon their
wives and their families, God, in the name of Jesus.

Lord, we thank you for this new season, God. This season where
there is no lack, God. Thank you, Jesus. We bless your name,
give you all the glory. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

Come on. Give God a hand of praise. Thank you. Thank you.

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This was the
message titled, “Am I Headed In The Right Direction”, by Nathan
Durham. This message is number 6509. That’s 6509. To listen
to over a thousand free messages or to send this message number
6509 to a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.

Male: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to
help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com. That’s
iwanttogive.com.

Female: Listen to brothersoftheword.com often, because brother, you need
the word.



www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/6509.mp3

00:24:26


