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Glendon Francis: Freedom of will does not mean that is going to fort what God’s
plans are.

Automated Voice: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This is a message
titled, Divine Sovereignty and Human Freedom by Glendon
Francis. This message is number 6510, that’s 6510. Listen to
over a thousand free messages on brothersoftheword.com.

(Music Playing: 00:00:21 - 00:00:49)

And now for 6510, Divine Sovereignty and Human Freedom.

Glendon Francis: Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because brother you need the
word. And my topic for tonight is Divine Sovereignty and Human
Freedom. Divine Sovereignty and Human Freedom. By divine
sovereignty, I mean that God is totally and completely in control
of all things. God predetermined or predestined certain things to
happen and it happens. So, he is sovereign. He is the ruler of the
universe, he’s the ruler over all of us. So, God is totally sovereign.
So, whatever he says and whatever he wills will come to pass.
Here’s the problem, human freedom.

So, if God is totally in control and totally sovereign, is it a contradiction to say that
man is free? Because if man is free, man can fort or over power,
or over throw the will of God. Let me say that again, divine
sovereignty and human freedom. God predetermines certain
events and it happens. God rules and control the universe.
However, man is equally free. Man is free to love God, man is free
to obey God. What is equally true, man is free to disobey God.

So, human freedom. Human freedom has boundaries and limitations. And how do I
know? And I’m not suggesting that anybody should do this. So,
let me say that -- what the Lord said, you can will yourself to walk
off a high rising building. You have that will, you have that
freedom. But once you walk off that high rising building, you do
not have the will to will yourself back up. Gravity then takes
control of you and your destiny will be predetermined.

So, freedom has limitations. Someone say, “I want to be as free as a bird.” But a bird
is not totally free. A bird is restricted by the climate, by the
weather. If it’s raining too much, they have to find shelter. So,
they are not totally free. They are equally limited by space. They
can go thus far and thus far alone. So, each free agent or each
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creature that God created, he gives them freedom but freedom
with limitation.

Now, where is this played out in the Bible? Where do we see as it were divine
sovereignty and human freedom, as it were on a collision course?
Nowhere else in the Bible captures it more tenderly than the Book
of Acts. Acts Chapter 2 Verses 22 and 23 and it says, “Him Jesus
--” Let me read from verse 22, “Ye men of Israel, hear these words;
Jesus of Nazareth a man approved of God among you by the
miracles and wonders and signs which God did by him in the
midst of you as you yourself also know. Him being delivered by
the determined counsel and foreknowledge of God.”

So, it clearly says that him, Jesus, being delivered. Jesus was
handed over, he was delivered by the determined counsel and
foreknowledge, a Greek word for foreknowledge is prognosis,
determine course of action that is predictable, that is measurable.

00:05:05

So, it says that God is the one who delivered Jesus, right? You
want me to read that again? It says, “Him Jesus, being delivered
by the determined counsel and foreknowledge of God.” So, Jesus
being delivered by the foreknowledge of God, but listen to the
second part of the statement. “You have taken and by wicked
hands have crucified Jesus, our slain Jesus. So, you speak enough
man by wicked hands, lawlessness, and you have crucified him.”

But wait a minute, you just stated that it was by the determined counsel of God that
handed over Jesus. That’s what I just read. Let me just read it
again. “Him being delivered by the determined counsel and
foreknowledge of God. You have taken by wicked hands and have
crucified and slain him.” So, how is it on one hand God delivered
Jesus and on the other hand is holding man accountable for his
crucifixion? Now, that’s the paradox. Divine sovereignty, human
responsibility.

If God predetermined that Jesus should die and he handed Jesus over, why should
he hold Judas accountable for the betrayal of Jesus? Judas is only
doing that which God predetermined, which he himself was
predetermined to do, or was he predetermined to do that? Think.
Should God hold Judas accountable for his action seeing that God
has already predetermined -- The Bible says that Jesus is the
lamb slain before the foundation of the world. So, as far as God
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is concerned, Jesus was already killed before he came into
existence, but Judas just carried on that which God had
preplanned, right? Right.

Divine sovereignty, human responsibility. So, can God hold man
accountable for reaching out his hands and crucify his son? See,
here’s the problem. The Bible says, this is the day that the Lord
has made, I will rejoice and be glad in it. It does not necessarily
give you all the details that will occur within that day. But you
have a will to make a decision to rejoice in it irrespective of what
is happening within that day. That’s where faith comes in. God
cannot tell us everything ahead of time. If he did so, we would
not have faith. Why hope for something that you already can see.

According to the book of Romans, Romans Chapter 8. See, I
believe Judas chose to do what he did because he was motivated
by money. What if Judas have not chosen to betray Christ, would
he still have been betrayed? More than likely but maybe by
somebody else. He uses his will. Now, when you think of divine
sovereignty, you also have to take into account the other
attributes of God. Omniscience, God knows everything. He does
not force everything, but he knows everything. So, God can easily
predetermine what’s going to happen because he knows already
the heart of man. And he already knows how we are going to
behave, and sometimes God cannot trust us with things that we
ask for because God knows that if he were to give it to us, we
would be cutting up.

So, he doesn’t give it to us because it will go contrary to his will.
Now, let the Bible explain itself or illustrate itself? Now if you go
to the Book of Genesis, Genesis Chapter 27. The stories told --
and for our time sake I’ll paraphrase most of it, the story told of
this young guy by the name of Jacob. Right, my brother
(00:08:56)? So, Jacob is the son of Isaac, and so the bible says that
in the Old Testament, the firstborn son will get the blessings. The
firstborn son will get the blessings.

Now, when the two sons were born, Isaac came out first and Jacob came out second
grabbing at his heel. Now, when Isaac reached a certain age, he
decided that he was going to bless his son Esau. And so, he sent
Esau to go and fetch an animal and prepare it for him. So, as
Esau went to fetch the animal, the mother heard Isaac saying
that he was going to bless Esau. And interestingly, when the
Bible explains everything, he says that Esau, Isaac’s son, and
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when it comes on to Jacob it says, Jacob, Rebekah’s son. Mama’s
boy.

Anyways, Rebekah went to Jacob and told Jacob, “Look, your dad is about to give the
blessings to his son Esau. So, what I want you to do, I want you
to take this food that I’m going to cook and bring it to your father
so that your father can give you the blessing.” Jacob said, “Well,
my brother is hairy skinned and I’m not, I’m smooth skinned and
my father will know.” The mother said, “Don’t worry about it. I’m
going to fix that up so that daddy think that you are Esau.”

So, he went to it and he caught a goat skin, skinned it, put it on Jacob’s hand and he
took Esau’s clothes, put it on Jacob. Got this son to go to the
father and when he went to the father, the father said, “(00:10:34)
you smell like Esau but you talk like Jacob.” And then the father
said, “Come closer, so that I can touch you or feel you.” And the
father reached out and touched him by the hand. So, what the
man did to cover up or to make it seem like Jacob was Esau, he
put the skin of the animal on his hand and also on his neck so
that he should feel and smell just like Esau.

Then Isaac went ahead and blessed Jacob. Jacob, before he got his blessing said, “I
am afraid of going into my father because what if I go into my
father and my father perceive that it is not me, then my father is
not going to bless me. He’s going to curse me instead because my
father would know that I’m trying to deceive him.” So, the son
knew that it was a deceptive plan. The son said that, “If go to my
father, my father may think that I’m deceiving him because he
might find out that I’m not the son that he wanted to bless and
instead of blessing me, he will curse me.”

So, the son knew that there was a deception being planned. Later on, in the scripture,
the son Esau came and Esau came for the blessing. And Isaac
said, “Who is it that I blessed already? Is it somebody else?” And
Esau started to cry, “Father bless me.” And Isaac said, “I have
already blessed someone. Your brother came subtly, or with
trickery, or with deception and he took your blessing.” But when
you back on Chapter 25 of that same book in Genesis, it says that,
“The children were struggling within and Rebekah asked God,
‘What is this that is struggle -- What’s going on?’ And God said,
‘There are two nations struggling inside of you and the older shall
serve the younger.’”
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So that was already predetermined, that Jacob would be the one to be blessed. That
Jacob should be the one that is going to get the blessing because
God already spoken that in his life, that the older shall serve the
younger. There are two nations within you. But here’s the
problem. Often times, we don’t wait on God. What we do, we put
our hands out and sometimes we want to steal that which is
already ours. But we don’t know. And because we don’t know,
we act out of trickery, we plan things and we try to help God out
with His plan. “God, I’m praying for a husband, I’m praying for a
wife, I’m praying for this,” and God says, “Wait.” And just because
you act for something and God says that he’s going to bless you
with it, is all about the timing. Maybe the person, too.

Jacob reached out with his hand and he use trickery, and he took something that was
already his. Now, here’s the question, and this is a big debate in
the Sunday school class. Jacob could not have acted any
differently because it was already predetermined that he would
be the blessed one. Really? Really. You see, God may not have
sanctioned his action, but he sanctioned the blessing because he
has already predicted that he would be blessed.

Human sovereignty, man’s freedom. You are free to act the way that you want to act
but there might be consequences to your action. I’m going
somewhere, travel with me. So, what should be my response if I
know that God had already preplanned, predetermined
something. How should I respond to it? What’s my
responsibility? Glad you ask. Ephesians Chapter 2 from Verses
22 going forward, it says this, “Let this mind be in you, which was
also in Christ Jesus. Though he being equal with God, thought it
not something to be grasped at, thought it not rather(ph) to be
competing with God.

But he humbled himself and became obedient, even obedience to the death on the
cross. And as a result, God honored him and highly exalted his
name above all other names that the name of Jesus, every knee
shall bow and every tongue shall confess.

00:15:01

So, how do you respond to the sovereignty of God? You humble yourself, you bow in
obedience to the will of God and say, “If it cost me my life, it cost
me my life. But for God I live and for God I will die.” Notice after
God placed Jesus, elevated him to a position of honor. Every knee
came to him, bowing before him because obedience, they are doing
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the will of God, it’s not just physical. It’s not just physical things
that you do, it’s about your mind. What you predetermine in your
mind that you are going to do. Your obedience comes as a result
of you humbling yourself and having the same mindset that Jesus
had. And God will elevate you. God will exalt you. How do I
know this, where do I see it? Glad you ask.

Go back to the story of Genesis. So now, Jacob has many sons, 12 of them. One of
them came to Jacob and told his brethren, “I have a dream. I have
a dream that the sun and the moon and eleven stars came bowing
before me.” Why I chose the passage that I chose about Jesus, it
says that, after God exalted him, every knee came bowing to him.
After humiliation comes exaltation. But we don’t want to be
humbled, we want to be exalted. Humble yourself under the
mighty hand of God and in due season, in due time, He will exalt
you.

So, what happened now? Joseph the son told the brothers his dream, and what the
brothers did? They conspire to kill him. They threw him in a pit,
right? Divine sovereignty, human responsibility. Now, Joseph --
that was prophesied in Joseph’s life that he is going to be ruling
over his mother and father and brethren. That’s what was
prophesied and he told them.

So, now we fast forward to Joseph’s life. Now, Joseph is doing well in Potiphar’s home
to the extent that Potiphar’s wife saw Joseph and wanted to sleep
with Joseph and Joseph was like, “I cannot do this.” Now, think
about it. Joseph could have easily reasoned then and said, “You
know what? God already prophesied in my life that I’m going to
be big. That I’m going to be a ruler. So, here’s an advantage and
an opportunity for me, God. If I sleep with Miss Potiphar, that
would put me closer to the throne, show me favor. Wow, what a
sweet deal this is. I can’t pass up on this one.”

You see, divine sovereignty and human responsibility. He had a choice. He’s dad
took the opposite end and his dad took things in his own hand and
stole his own blessings. He stole his own blessings. He stole his
own blessing. It was going to be given to him but he couldn’t wait.
So, let’s examine the son’s life and see if we find a better example
of obedience to divine sovereignty.

So, we are looking at Joseph. So, Joseph said, “I can’t do this,” and the lady was very
persistent. Finally, he was thrown in jail, humiliation. Then God
brought him up and exalted him and put him next to the King
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Potiphar. So, what we see there is a pattern of behavior. Jesus
humble himself to the point of death and God elevated him. So,
how do I respond to the sovereignty of God. “God, I do not know
everything. I don’t know all. I don’t know all the circumstances
but I’m not going to take things in my own and I’m trying to fulfill
your purpose within my life by trickery, or deception. I’m going
to be clean about this. Even if it lands me in jail. I know I’m
doing the right thing. I’m not going to do what my daddy did and
go about tricking people, trying to get my own blessing. If you
bless me, I’m going to be blessed. If you don’t bless me, it’s okay
because I’m loving on you. I’m trying you.”

And so, the end of Joseph’s life. We’ve seen how God exalted him because of obedience
and his choice. He was not forced to do it, neither was Jacob
forced to do it. Judas was not forced to betray Jesus, he chose to
do that because of freedom of will. You cannot say the devil made
me do that or you cannot say, “Well, it was predetermined for this
to up(ph) and oh well, I can’t tell myself.” And I could give a lot
of examples but time won’t permit me.

00:19:59

So, God exalted his son Jesus Christ and every knee came to Christ bowing before
Him. Every knee came confessing to him. The example, look over
here at Joseph’s life. He was humiliated, put in prison, thrown in
a pit but he kept his eyes on Christ. He kept his eyes on Christ
and he did not do what his daddy did, which was trickery and try
to get things in an illegal way that was already his legally. He
humbled himself the same thing that Jesus did and God promised
Jesus that because you humbled yourself, every knee shall bow.
God said to Joseph now, “Because you followed me and obeyed me.
Your dad and your mom and all of them boys are going to come.”
And it did happen, but it was his choice. It was his choice.
Freedom of will does not mean that it’s going to fort what God’s
plans are.

Israel should have taken 11 days to get into the promise land. A
journey that should have only lasted 11 days cost them 40 years
just because God promised something. He will not give you all
the details of what is going to happen. You have to trust him by
faith and say, “Even though I have the freedom to do all these
things, I’m going to use my freedom to honor God. I’m going to
use my freedom to love God. I’m going to use my freedom to do
that which God has called me. It may not be popular, it may not
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be pleasant, it may not be the best of things that people wanted
me to do but this is for me and my house, we’re going to do the
right thing up in here, up in here.”

That’s what it’s about. We’re going to do the right thing, not what I want. Divine
sovereignty. Trust God. God has a plan. He has a purpose for
your life. He’s not going to give you all the details because you
will be bored to death. If you know what’s going to happen
tomorrow, there has to be some element of surprise within your
life. But you know who got your back. He is Divine, He is
sovereign, He is in control. You have your freedom. Freedom to
choose to love God. Freedom to choose to go against God. Divine
sovereignty, human freedom.

Look at Jacob, what happened to him? Is that the example that
you want to follow? That I want to follow? Look at Joseph and
see what happened to Joseph? Is that the example that you want
to follow? Is that where you want to end up at? Humiliation,
exaltation. “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ
Jesus. Though he being equal with God but did not --something
to be grasp at but humble himself and became a servant.” He
became a servant. He became obedient even to the death of the
cross.

How do you reconcile sovereignty with freedom? Humiliation. Humility. Humbling
yourself. God, you got it. You got it. The bills, the rent, the car
loan, but here’s your promise. You said you are and you will
supply all my needs. I cannot see God but I trust you. And I’m
not going to use trickery. I’m not going to be fooling myself.
Daddy, you said you’re going to supply all my needs. I can’t see it
but my faith, I believe that you’re sovereign, you are in control
and you going to do this for me. Thank you for joining us at
Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the word.

Automated Voice: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This was the
message titled Divine Sovereignty and Human Freedom by
Glendon Francis. This message is number 6510. That’s 6510. To
listen to over a thousand free messages or to send this message
number 6510 to a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.

Male 2: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to
help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com. That’s
iwanttogive.com.
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Automated Voice: Listen to brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need
the word.

(Music Playing)

00:24:36


