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Ringo Johnson: The more you give up yourself to God, the more He pours 

Himself into you.  Take a stand and show us God. 

 

Female: You are listening to BrothersOfTheWord.com.  This is the 

sermon titled, ―Stand Your Ground,‖ subtitled, ―A Warning 

From The Father,‖ by Ringo Johnson.  This sermon is number 

6558. 

 

(Music Playing:  00:00:19 -- 00:00:19) 

 

 And now for ―Stand Your Ground - A Warning From The 

Father.‖ 

 

Ringo Johnson: Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because brother, you need the 

Word. 

 

The opening verse comes from Matthew 13:19-23.  Once again, 

Matthew 13:19-23.  This is the Parable of the Sower, King 

James Version, and it reads, ―When any one heareth the word of 

the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked 

one, and catcheth away that which was sown in His heart. This 

is He which received seed by the way side.  But He that received 

the seed into stony places, the same is He that heareth the word, 

and anon with joy receiveth it; Yet hath He not root in Himself, 

but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution 

ariseth because of the word, by and by He is offended.  He also 

that received seed among the thorns is He that heareth the 

word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, 

choke the word, and He becometh unfruitful.  But He that 

received seed into the good ground is He that heareth the word, 

and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth 

forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.‖  May God 

bless to the reader, hear and do for His Holy Word. 

 

The message title for the day is, ‖Stand Your Ground.‖  ―Stand 

your ground,‖ and underlining subtitle, ―A Warning From The 

Father.‖  Once again, ―Stand Your Ground - A Warning From 

The Father.‖  This one is more similar to a caution or warning as 

in a yellow traffic light.  It tells you that a red light is soon to 

follow.  Yellow traffic light means to slow down.  Slow down in 

preparation.  God has given warning to His people in this 

season.  God wants to slow down, get into a quiet place, and put 

focus up on Him because he’s repositioning, he’s shifting, he’s 

shaking the nations, which is affecting our personal lives.  But 
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there is a divine move of God with major turns of the events that 

must take place upon this Earth and as you move into the 

unknown, we must hold fast to God’s truth, that God is totally in 

control.  Therefore, we must stand our ground as Children of the 

most high God.  It’s time to stand our ground and trust in God. 

 

But before we take our stands, as a martial artist takes his 

stance about before sparring, he’d take a defensive stand.  Also 

an offensive lineman, he’s taking a defensive stand to protect 

and guard his quarterback.  Let us pause and allow God to help 

us to examine ourselves in order to determine the true reality 

within our hearts as we ask this question.  This question is, 

―What ground am I standing on?‖ 

 

What ground are you standing on?  Is it a ground of faith or 

fear?  Is it trusting or doubting?  Complaining or praising?  

Thankfulness or gratefulness?  Are we standing on the ground of 

holiness or sinfulness?  What ground are we standing on?  We 

must ask that question each and every day. 

 

 Now, I know that many of us, and many of you, have walked 

with God faithfully for so many years and have experienced so 

much with God and as a believer of Jesus Christ, you’ve grown 

spiritually over the years. 

 

Some of you have stood, and some of you are still standing for 

righteousness and now, you know and realize that this walk 

with God has not been easy at times, but it’s been a worth 

journey because you know that God has never left you, nor will 

He forsake you but on this righteous journey, this is the road 

that leads to Heaven.  Life challenges have been and can be 

overwhelming at times.  Your strength can be weakened, your 

faith challenged.  Perhaps some of you have gone through some 

things that I know that I have, you’re facing problems on your 

job or family issues, financial issues, battling your health and 

now, you’re wondering, ―Where is God?‖ and your weakness and 

your frustration, you’re beginning to lean towards your own 

understanding, trying to find a way, trying to figure out, 

reverting back to your old habits, but God is saying, ―Stand 

still.‖  Stand still. 

 

And you know old habits, perhaps some of you have found 

yourself among thorns where the care of this world and the 

deceitfulness of riches is choking the Word from your heart. 
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00:05:07 

 

Some of you are standing in stony places, where tribulation and 

persecution has arisen and taking your joy, and some of you 

within your hearts are falling by the wayside, questioning your 

salvation, your dedication and devotion to God, because you 

drifted away from the good ground, which is the Holy Ground of 

God, but thank God, but with God’s grace and mercy, it’s never 

too late. 

 

God is our author and the finisher of our faith.  We know that 

He’s our strong tower, he’s our sustainer.  He’s promised victory, 

but we must hold fast to His faithfulness.  Stand your ground.  

Therefore now, it’s time to take full inventory of our spiritual 

disposition concerning our trust in God and standing our ground 

for righteousness. 

 

Now, we’re going to move in a few minutes here but first, I’d like 

to take the word, ―Stand,‖ stand, and use it as an acronym for 

today, and I’m going to define the word stand.  Stand means to 

remain upright in a moral sense, not to fall.  To remain upright 

in a moral sense, not to fall.  You heard that age-old saying, if 

you don’t stand for something, you’ll fall for anything.  But I beg 

to differ.  What is that something? 

 

People will stand for anything.  People would stand for evils, 

people would stand in the moral things.  So, what is this saying?  

Something, there’s always a division when you say stand.  

Someone would disagree, someone would agree.  So, what is 

your stand? 

 

For example, Moses went to the mountain and came down after 

40 days and 40 nights.  He came down, he saw what the people 

were doing there, rebelling.  They were worshipping this golden 

calf and he, as he had broken the tablets he said, ―Who’s going to 

be on God’s side?  Who’s going to stand with God?‖  And there 

was division.  Some people stood for evil, some people stood for 

God, and guess what?   A consequence they paid. 

 

So, there’s always going to be division where you’re standing.  

Now, let’s go to the acronym, STAND.  The S is for stern, T for 

tenacity, A for allow, N for non-negotiable, D for determined.  
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Once again, stern for S, T tenacity, A allow, N non-negotiable, 

and D determined. 

 

Let’s define the word stern.  This means to stand firm, straight 

or uncompromising.  This really concerns our divine focus.  

Therefore, there will come a time in every believer’s life that he 

or she will have to take a stand in faith, trusting for the 

impossible, for deliverance, when there seems to be no way out.  

God sends us through these spiritual boot camps in order to 

prepare us to be battle-ready, to battle tested.  This is the way 

He does things. 

 

Let’s shift to the Book of Daniel.  Daniel is some good example of 

people standing.  Those four men, you’re all familiar with them, 

who stood for righteousness, with unshakable trust in God 

facing adversity, even in the midst of the shadow of death.  Now, 

Daniel’s slave name Belteshazzar.  Hananiah was Shadrach.  

Mishael was Meshach.  Azariah was called Abednego.  All of 

these men were from the tribe of Judah and were part of the 

royal and noble families.  So, these people, these four men, were 

not ordinary men in a sense.  There was part of the kingdom 

even in Jerusalem.  These guys display godly character 

everywhere they went.  These men were given knowledge and 

all learning and wisdom by God. 

 

Daniel was highly favored by God and God gave Him favor with 

man as well.  Daniel had an excellent spirit with understanding 

and to interpretation of visions and dreams.  When in Babylon, 

these men would be tested, but they would choose to stand their 

ground and look to understanding of some of the reason why 

these men stood their ground. 

 

As we look into the Book of Daniel, we’ll find that Babylon was 

captive by the Babylonians.  God gave them a warning to repent 

their sins.  He gave them warning to turn to Him, to stop 

worshipping idols, but they refused to.  Therefore, there was – 

Jerusalem was besieged by the king called Nebuchadnezzar.  

You know the story.  But we look into chapter 1 and we see that 

Daniel, taking a stand concerning his health, one reason why 

Daniel took the stand because he felt it was unacceptable to his 

health.  Daniel then refused to take the king’s portion of his 

meat and wine.  The king ordered that all of these men who 

were from Babylon and met, he was grooming and prepping for 

his kingdom, that is to eat a certain portion of food each day, but 
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Daniel refused to participate in this meal, and the Bible said 

Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself 

with this portion of the king’s meat, along with the wine, which 

was unacceptable to him like I said. 

 

00:10:15 

 

So, conjugation, what is in your life that you have to purpose in 

your heart, that you would not defile yourself with any longer?  

Can you think of anything?  But anyway, moving on, Daniel 

requested of the chief of staff to be tested.  He said, ―Well, could 

you serve me and my companion water and vegetables for the 

next ten days,‖ and let’s go from there. 

 

Looking at it judge it by appearance.  For ten days, the chief of 

staff agreed.  Verse 15, it says at the end of ten days, their 

countenance looked healthier and better-nourished than the 

young men who had been eating the food assigned by the king.  

So, Daniel took a stand and the chief of staff agreed to continue 

to get them vegetables and to eat opposed to the king’s meal.  

Like Daniel’s conjugation, the world should see our growing 

change in our lives as you walk with Jesus.  We must separate 

ourselves as Daniel did, take a stand, and say no to certain 

things. 

 

Remember, we are in the world, but we are not of this world.  

So, we should show a difference in our spiritual countenance 

above all things.  We must stand firm in establishing a holy 

foundation through prayer, fasting, and worshiping God, and if 

you have to do this before the main battle, test it because God 

will send us through a battle to be tested.  And these men went 

through the battle.  They were tested.  They were battle-ready. 

 

The next word, tenacity, tenacity means persistent and holding 

fast. -- Excuse me.  This concerns our prayer life and every 

believer must, and must have a prayer life.  If you are a true 

believer, you must establish that. 

 

Now, Daniel was well-known for his consistent prayer life.  He 

prayed three times a day, even in the midst of exile.  So, like 

Daniel, we must take the personal stand in committing to a 

constant prayer life as well.  His prayer life was established 

before Jerusalem persecution into exile began.  Daniel did not 
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wait for something negative to happen to start praying or to 

have a prayer life with God. 

 

For many Christians, it takes some form of trial or tribulation or 

persecution to get us to pray.  In Chapter 2, we see that 

Nebuchadnezzar had a disturbing dream and he called in the 

enchanters, the sorcerers, and the magicians.  He told them, ―I 

had a dream, and (00:12:41).  I need you to tell me the dream 

and you should interpret the dream.‖  They said that’s 

impossible.  ―If you don’t tell me the dream, you don’t interpret 

the dream,‖ he said, ―I will execute you,‖ and this decree went 

forward, and it also included the wise men including Daniel, 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

So, Daniel acted with wisdom, then he came and asked for time 

with the king.  He requested more time so he can get with God 

and find an interpretation.  So, what Daniel did, Daniel got 

along with his friends, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and 

they began to pray and request of God to reveal to them the 

secret of the king’s dreams, and God answered their prayers.  

Daniel stood in the gap, for his friends and for others, the wise 

men avoiding execution. 

 

You’d also find in Chapter 9 that Daniel was praying and fasting 

for his people, Jerusalem, after he read the Word, a passage in 

Jeremiah saying that Jerusalem must lie desolate for 70 years.  

That concerned Daniel, and he prayed and fasted for his people.  

So, prayer is crucial for the life of a believer. 

 

The next word, allow, means to let have, give as one’s share,  

grant as one’s right.  I like that last one, grant as one’s right.  

Now, this concerns of submission.  In Psalms 46:10, you know 

the verse, ―Be still and know that I am God.  I will be exalted 

among the heathen.  I will be exalted in the Earth.‖  First, we 

must be still long enough so we can know He’s God in all 

circumstances.  Sometimes, we’re moving too fast.  So, we’ve got 

to be still and know.  We must allow God to have His way in our 

life.  This is not an easy task, but giving Him full control will 

bring good benefits such as divine favor, peace in the midst of 

difficulties, divine protection, a new perspective on life as we 

approach it.  Life becomes more valuable.  He gives you strength 

in the time of weakness. 
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When God is in full control, the key thing is obedience, like with 

Jesus.  Jesus was being led by the Spirit of God and after Jesus 

was baptized by John the Baptist in the River of Jordan, Jesus 

went— 

 

00:15:01 

 

Baptize, out of water, led by the Spirit into the wilderness.  He 

didn’t say, ―Let me go back.  Give me some chicken.  Come with 

me.‖  Now, he didn’t do any of that.  He went out to the 

Wilderness, and he’d go back home.  That was obedience.  Now, 

with us, when we came out of the bathtub and the Spirit of God 

would say fast for ten days, we’d have some problem with that.  

We’d have some questions.  I got (00:15:23) solve it on the stove.  

But obedience is crucial, and this was the main reason that God 

was able to move mightily on behalf of Daniel and his three 

companions, because they were totally, totally submitted. 

 

The next word, non-negotiable, it’s simple, cannot afford to 

negotiate.  This concerns our faithfulness.  As part of standing 

our ground,we cannot afford to compromise with our flesh or 

listen to the lies of Satan, and there would be a lot of things that 

come to your mind, past things, past hurts.  All of those things 

will come to your mind but in Chapter 6 of the Book of Daniel, 

we find that Daniel caught at least the administrators, the high 

officials  plotted against Darius to sign a decree, stating that, ―If 

any person who prays to anyone divine or human except for you, 

king, should be and would be thrown into the den of lions.‖ 

 

That was deceitful stuff.  Den of lions, capital punishment was 

no joke back then.  Now, the Bible shows that Daniel did not try 

to defend himself.  I think you’ve learned that the decree of the 

law was signed and went forth.  It said at Verse 10 that he went 

home, he knelt down as usual in the upstairs room, left the 

window open towards Jerusalem, praying and making 

supplication before his God.  Daniel understood that this battle 

was not his.  It belongs to God.  It belongs to the Lord, and King 

Darius at that time, he wasn’t in favor of putting Daniel into the 

lion den.  He knew he was deceived but he had no choice.  He 

tried to get Daniel out of it, but without any success.  It didn’t 

happen. 

 

So, Daniel was eventually tossed and led to the den of lions, and 

it says that King Darius said to him, ―May the God whom you 
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serve faithfully rescue you,‖ but I would say that the king did 

not even sleep.  He fasted all night.  He feels entertainment as 

usual.  The king, Darius, of the land, fasting, not sleeping, for a 

man, a man that was special in his life, Daniel.  It also said that 

earlier that morning, the king hurried out to the lion’s den and 

he said, ―Was your God whom you serve faithfully able to rescue 

you from the lions?‖  And of course, God showed that. 

 

Now, they said that these men that initially had the king to sign 

the decree were tossed and thrown into the lion’s den along with 

their wives and children.  So, this thing that you do sometimes 

will affect your whole family, and they said that the king, 

Darius, recognized the God of Daniel, giving God glory, giving 

God praise.  You see how God did that? 

 

Okay, the next word, determined, decide, settle, resolve.  That’s 

it.  You have to come to a point you’re determined to serve God.  

You say in your heart, it’s resolved.  And this concerns our 

commitment.  In today’s time in which we live, we have to move 

and we have to be faithful to God, and be more determined to 

stand in faith and trust God and His Holy Word.  God is able to 

do, we know this, seeding abundantly, above all you may ask or 

think according to the power to work within us. 

 

In Chapter 3, we find now that Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego now, it’s their time to take a stand, to honor God.  

Now, Nebuchadnezzar made a golden image, a golden statue, 

and he made a decree that for next 30, days anyone who will 

bow down or worship – he wanted everyone to worship this 

statue that he made, to bow down and if they don’t, they will be 

thrown into what?  You know the story, with the fiery furnace, 

the blazing furnace, but it says that King Darius was informed 

about Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego as they refused to 

comply.  Someone’s always telling something, right?  And they’re 

going to point them out, but King Darius didn’t know that these 

men hung with Daniel.  He had to figure it out.  Well, now, he’s 

going to figure out real soon who this guy is.  Okay.  And once he 

confronted these men, King Darius said, ―I’m going to give you a 

second chance to do this guys,‖ because he knew (00:19:40) and 

they should bow down and they should worship the statue.  If 

not, you’re going to go into the fiery furnace.  These guys, they 

were smooth.  They were determined.  They said, ―Oh,‖ they said 

– they replied, ―Oh, Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend 

ourselves before you.‖  They were like, ―Okay, hey, we all are 
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determined not to do it.‖  We weren’t discussing any more.  

We’re not going to negotiate this thing. 

 

00:20:00 

 

They were already set, determined, and they also said in Verse 

17, they said that, ―If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, 

the God we serve will be able to save us.  He will rescue us from 

your power, oh, majesty.‖  Verse 18, they continued, ―But even if 

He doesn’t, we will make it clear to you, your majesty, we would 

never serve your gods or worship the golden statue you set up.‖  

They meant that. 

 

―We’re not going to do it.  So, what you’ve got to do, do what 

you’ve got to do.‖  I know the king – this king got hot about that.  

It was hot.  ―It’s okay.  Turn that thing up seven times for these 

boys?‖  And he said that even the men that tossed them into 

that, they were killed.  He said these guys weren’t burned, and 

they came out, well, King Nebuchadnezzar also so, they say they 

saw four men standing in the fiery furnace.  He said one looked 

like the Man of God, a Son of God.  He had to come down on his 

own himself and look.  He said, ―Come out of there guys.‖  They 

came out, nothing, no smoke.  The bands weren’t loose, the hose 

was in tight.  And so, King Darius had to praise God, and made 

a decree. 

 

You see how God did that again with the kings?  All right.  So, 

the same thing God did with the kings, he’ll do for you.  He’ll do 

it for you, for he did it for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  

He’ll do for you, but you have to what?  Stand.  Take a stand and 

trust God. 

 

Okay, in conclusion – now, that was quick.  The more you give 

up yourself to God, the more He pours Himself into you.  The 

more you give yourself to God, the more He pours Himself into 

you.  It means that if you spend more time with God, the more 

power will be released upon you, the more favor.  It’s just 

natural to be in His presence, to want to come to His presence.  

You have to want it.  You have to seek God on a daily basis.  He 

may come as your friend and as you stand for God, He will stand 

for you.  Just like you and I, these men that we just discussed, 

Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, they were just 

ordinary men, just like us.  They were ordinary people, and 

these men, ordinary men’s souls, were serving an extraordinary 
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God.  So, the power of God displayed in extraordinary ways.  

This is a key that the Bible states, that these four men believed 

in God, they relied on God, and they trusted in God.  They 

believed, they relied, and they trusted in Almighty God, but 

those are three keys that have to be connected. 

 

Now, we can believe in God but if we don’t rely on God, can we 

truly trust God with our whole hearts?  Ask yourself that 

question.  Get it all connected.  Therefore, take a stance and 

stand your ground, entrusting God with your life.  Take a stand.  

God is calling us to take a stand, slow down to get into His 

presence, because things are once again repositioning.  He’s 

shifting.  He’s changed some things among this earth around, 

and He wants His people to be connected with Him so He can go 

forth, so he can be that green light as we take the yellow as He 

says stop and calm down or slow down, get into His Words and 

watch Him move in your life. 

 

There’s something in everyone alive that’s like a mountain that 

has be moved, and God is preparing to move that mountain, but 

He has to do it a certain way, His way, not your way.  Let it go, 

and let God have His way, and see Him move in a mighty way. 

 

Thank you for joining me today at Brothers of the Word, because 

brother, you need the Word. 

 

Female: You are listening to BrothersOfTheWord.com.  This was the 

sermon titled, ―Stand Your Ground,‖ subtitled, ―A Warning 

From The Father,‖ by Ringo Johnson.  This sermon is number 

6558.  That’s 6558.  To listen to thousands of free sermons or to 

send this sermon number 6558 to a friend, go to 

BrothersOfTheWord.com. 

 

Male: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to 

help support this ministry, go to iWantToGive.com.  That’s 

iWantToGive.com. 

 

Female: Listen to BrothersOfTheWord.com often because brother, you 

need the word. 

 

00:24:21 


